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AUTHORs LIFE, 


Grand Alices, or, as in l hs. 
is call'd, - Fohn -Boccace, «was born at 
Certaldb, a Town on the little River 
”- Elſa, in the Country of Florence, in 
the Year 1313, when 7taly was miſerably har- 
taſs d between the two Factions of the Guelphe 
and Ghibellines. His Parents were mean, and put 
him out to a Merchant in order to learn the Art 
of keeping Accompts ; which Maſter took him 
along with him to Paris, where he ſtaid ſome 
years; but finding him to be more given to Study 
than to Buſineſs, - remanded him to Florence. 
This gave much trouble to his poor Father, 
who then plac'd him to Study the Law under the 
direction & A. Cino of Piſtoia, a famous Lawyer, | 
and a learned Man, well hoping that he had now 
at oneę complied with his Son's Inclination, and 
ſet him in the way to Wealth and Honour. But 
all to no purpoſe; the ſtrong bent of his Mind 
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=. - carrying him only to the. ſtudy of Philoſophy; 


| Humant , Poe w_ what is calfd the Belli is | 
| Fittres. His bath = ring ſoon after, by which , 


he was left free, and at. his own choice; he 
ſought and cultivated the Acquaintance of Fran. 
. the great Reviver of Learning in this 
Weſtern part of the World. Their Love was mu- |} - 
tual and ſincere; Petrarch ſupplying Boccace with F 
Books and Money; and Boccace upon every occa- - 
Go ſhewing a hearty reſpe& to Petrarch: and 
f aways carried each — Faces * 
bar ieir- 
3 Furterer bein g ſon after embroiled in "4 new 
* Civil War, our Author, who was a Man of 
Peace, retir d to Naples, and became a Favourite 
of Robert then King thereof, a valiant and a 
= learned Perſonage; with whole natural Daughter 
be fell paſſſonately in Love, but without Succeſs ; 
1 not that ſhe was averſe to his Addreſſes, he being 
a tall and very comely Man; but che troubleſome 7. 
And uncertain times, in all probability, were the 
hindrance; He careſſes her in his Writings under 
8 Pn and calls himſelf Pampilio. 
at Changes: happening in es, he re- 
5  tum'd to Certaido, the 2 of bs Nativity, 
Vvhbere he died A. 1375. in the 62. year of his Age, 
= leaving only. one natural Son, who buried him | 
. _honourably, - with. this 8 inſcrib d on _ ; 
Mo nument, | 
FF Es fab ard jaceut cines, acaſts n 
Aens ſedet ante Deum meritit ornata 3 
 Mortalis genitar vitæ Bocracius illi 
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Occace being an Author of ſo celebrated 4 
Reputation in the Republic ef, Learning, 
and his Decameron having received an 
| univerſal approbatian, I could not conceive - 
but that a new and more accurate 7 ranſlation of it 
would be wery acceptable to the Publick. The whole- 
Work is very Natural in its Conſtruction, aud al- 
though it was written about three hundred and fifty 
years ago, . yet Italy has never fince produced any 
75 that comes up to it, for the Beauty and Purity 


There are very many particular Graces in it, which 
the moſt famous Authors of theſe times have very ſut- 
ceſsfully amplified; by which-. they haue embelliſbed 
many of their Writings, and from which they have 
taken the deligns * their moſt applauded Pieces 
but theſe being often obſcure, by reaſon of the mats "A 
¶ tiplicity of words; and three hundred and fifty _. 
ears, alſo making 4 great alteration'in. the guft of 
Alen, to render them more entertaining, it was abſer 
eln neceſſary to abridge them, dreſs them after the 
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odern Faſhion, leave out the ſuperfluous repetiti- 
ons, and ſometimes not only to alter intire Periods, | 


but to change the whole Structure. 


I haue at preſet endeavoured at ſuch a conciſencſs | 
4, may be conſiſtent with perſpicuity; omitting in | 
etch Novel whatever is unneceſſary, and not 65 wal. | 
To this purpoſe I have abridged the Diſcourſe which 
precedes the firſt Novel; and to avoid the Preambles | 
that are at the beginning of each Novel, ] have thought |} 
It to omit naming the Interlocutors, or mentioning | 8 
the aliſtinction of days; how well or ill I have ſuc- 
. "raeded, muſt be left to the opinion of my Readers, 1 
' "whoſe Judgments I ſhall not here endeavour to anti- © 
ripate; only give me leave to remark, that as the 4 
"excellency of things of this Nature principally con- * 
"fiſts in the beauty of the Narration; ſo have talen 
A intire liberty in that particular, and endeavoured 
10 give it the moſt natural turn that was poſſible, 
and ſuch an one as thought moſt agreeable to the 
Palate of the preſent Age. h 


W.. © e 


' There are many Natural Proprieties, which the 
jadicious will ſoon perceive, # great flight of Fancy, | 
"and force of imagination ippearing through:ut the 
whole; and Adventures often occuring, which very 
 pleaſengly ſurprize, and oblige us to admire the 2 


Fu of the Author. 


 TWherever I met with any thing that ſcemed im. 
modeff or looſe, I have ſtudied ſo to manage the Ex- 
Fefe, and conceal the Matter, that the fan Ser 

/ 


Toth 
may read it without bluſhing. I could have wiſht 
that all f it would have ſtood the Teſt of the moſt. © 
capricious and nice, without quite deſtroying the eſſe- 
tials wy ome of the Novels. But though I was b. 
liged to conform my ſelf to the Matter; yet I 

have always kept a due Decorum, and 7 hope, alſo, 
none will find that 1 have done my Author any 
wrong by being too ſcrupulou en. 


Monaſterigs are very often brought won the 


Stage, and the Monks appear under very great diſ- 


advantages; but every one knows the looſeneſs of their 
Lives, and all that are acquainted with thoſe 


times, eſpecially, will find our Author very favour _ 


able to them; and we in Charity hope that thoſe 
who deſerve the ſame Character with Friar Onion 
and ſome others, may from hence take occaſion to 
Reform, and be ſhamid out of thoſe Enormities 
which they ſee appear ſo ſcandalous and odious by the 
deſcription, and of which they are conſcious that they 


are guilty. | 

© The Ear was never more Chaſt than it is now 4. 
days, though the Heart was never more Corrnpt; 
and this Work having no more pretens to a Pri- 


yy vilege than any other; ſome perhaps may eſteem it 


x © thor be allowed the liberty to relate different 


licentious, and that it is dangerous to Read it. To 
to this JI anſwer, Firſt, that an Author ought to 
be allowed the ſame liberty as a Painter. The Pain- 
ter may dram 4 Beauty either naked or dreſt, and 
uo body is offended at it: and why may not an Au- 
Adven- 
fures 
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teres, in mhich the modeſty is not always equal. The | 
diſtinguiſhes Bodies by the diverſity of their 


external Lineaments, and the other deſcribes Souls 
by their particular Characters. Secondly, The moſt 


and thoſe who have depraved Souls, and baſe Hearts, 
male an ill uſe of every thing. Wine, in its own 


Nature is good; yet it is very bad for thoſe that are 
in a high Fever. Fire is abſolutely and univer- 


ſally necefary, yet natwithſlanding it is often the In 
ftrument of Fury, Cruelty and Injuſtice. Military 
IWeapons are requifite to defend our Lives, Eſtates, 
and Liberties; but yet they are often made nſe of 


to. Plunder and Deſtroy Cities, and deprive People 


of their moſt natural Rights. To conclude then, as 


goed Examples are not ſuffitiently prevalent to mend | 


thoſe who are of a vicious and obdurate inclination ; 
fo neither can the bad debauch thoſe that are ſetti d, 


and eſtablilb d in the practice of Pertue ; bat on the 
Contrary a near proſpect of Vice, often proves ſuffi- | 
sient to create an abhorrence of it. It was very 


prudently done of thoſe People, who every year ſhewed 
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their Children one of their Slaves Drunk, to inſpire 
them with. 4 deteſtation. of, and averſion to, that 


— 


Tr, Thoſe that Read this Work as a meer amuſement, 
will find as 1 


: 5 meh ſatisfattion in that particular, as 
in any thing of t 


*. 
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excellent things often become ill only by being abuſed, | 


f this Nature; al. theft this Read it 
wil more ſeridus Application, will find great Ex- 
_ enplesof Vertue to.excite them to their imitation; 
-but it will be alſo diſteult to prevent 


A - E's 6 IF thoſe that are , 
lied to Libertiniſm, from finding ſomething that 


will] 
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1 be a fo them; thong h this event not Fo 
8 ſo much from the fault of f the Book as their own de * 
praved inclinatiun. . 


* 


Is cannot be paths that all VO Novels be 

be of equal Force and Spirit, all Subjects will not 

admit of the like plgaſantneſs and gaiety ; beſides 

the Fancy muſt needs be often tired in long compoſures, 
and there is no Garden ſo well cultivated, but there 
will ftill remain ſome . eeds amongſt its 5 moſt dean 
fore Flowers. kay 
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and forty eight, the City of Florence was 
viſited with a moſt. dreadful Plague. It 


— ginable care was taken to clear the City 
of whatſoever was in the leaſt ſordid or nauſe- 
ous. Thoſe that did but ſpeak to any that were 


Sick, or only touch their Cloaths, were preſently 


infected. This Contagion was not confined to 
Men alone, but it reached the Beaſts alſo. Two 


Hogs, routing amongſt the Cloaths of one that 


dicd of this Sickneſs, which were thrown into 


Street, and taking hold of them with their Teeth, | 


turned round about twice or thrice, and then 
fell down dead in the place. It {wept away an 
incredible number of People, and thoſe that re- 
manned alive were ſo diimally diſpirited, that 


| _ every one endeavoured the beſt they could for 
their own Preſervation only, without taking the 


leaſt care of their Relations or Friends, whether 
tick or dead. Some to ſecure themſelves againſt 
the Infection, went into Houſes that were kept 
on purpoſe, where they were not permitted ſo 


much as to ſpeak either of the dead or ſick, and 


. where care was taken that they lived very regu- 
larly, thongh deliciouſly. Some thought to pre- 
=; JJV 
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N the Year One thouſand three hundred 


continued a long time, though all ima- 
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INTRODUCTION. 
ſerve themſelves by drinking a great deal of the 
beſt Wine they could procure. Others were of 
Opinion that the beſt way was to retire into rhe 
Country, as if God's Indignation and Judg- 
ments were confined” within the limits of the Ci- 
ty Walls. Others had recourſe ro Prayers, and 
acts of Humiliation, as the moſt Sovereign Re- 
mM ne OE OO TIES 
© Florence was almoſt depopulated, and, accord- 
ing to eomputation, there died above an hundred 
thouſand between March and July. Now, as 
People are always moſt Pious and Deyour when 
encompaſſed with imminent Dangers; ſo ſome 
fair young Ladies met one morning in St. Mary's 
Church, all in mourning, being come to pay 
their Devotions. They were all of them either 
Relations, Friends, or Neighbours to each other; 


the eldeſt was not above eight and twenty, and 
the youngeſt much about eighteen. When the * 


Service of the Church was over, they accoſted 
each other, withdrew into a corner of the Church, 
and ſtanding in a ſmall Circle, began to talk of 
the Calamity of the times. The eldeſt, addreſ |} 
ſing her ſelf to the whole Company, ſaid, that 
Self-Prefervation was the firſt, and moſt lawful | 
of all Natural Principles, and that the moſt Cri- 
minal Actions were juſtifiable, when they tended 
to the Conſervation of our Lives; chat if ſhe | 
could judge of others, by her ſelf, ſhe was aft 
to believe that they were no leſs apprehenſive of 
the danger to which they were expoſed than ſhe 
Vas, and therefore could not conceive why they 
3 ſhould not conſider of ſome way or other to 11 
1 vide 
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own part, when I go home, and find no body 


are no Perſons have better conveniencies to re- 


| here?. Why don't we take as much care of our 
Health as others? Are not our Lives as dear to 


ſtaken if we think ſo; Death is no reſpecter of 


it is but what a great many have done before u 

we have Houſes enough there, let us go and 
live at them, and take all thoſe Diverſions. that 
are innocent and allowable, for Country Pleaſures 


with Ears of Corn, on which the gentle Breezes 
make Wares like the Sea; how pleaſant is it to 
r 
more freſh than here; and all things neceſſary for 
= human Life are there in the greateſt abundance, 
VhHheſides, we ſhall leave no body here behind us, 


Relations and Frie 


INTRODUCTION. = 
vide for their own Security. Is there any ocra- 
ſion for us (ſays ſhe) to be here, only to be Wits . 
neſſes how many die and are buried? We ſee no- 
thing but. ſad SpeRacles on every fide ; for my 


there but my Maid, every Joint of me quakeg 
for fear, and I fancy, where ere I go, that I ſte 
nothing but the Ghoſts of the departed. There 


& ad an folk t&@ fo dc..o _ at 


tire to than we, and yet we ſtay almoſt to the 
very laſt. What buſineſs can we pretend to have 


us? Or do we think that we are exempted; and 
Death dare nor attack us? We are mightily mi- 


Perſons. Come, let us all go into the Country, | 


are very Charming. There we ſhall hear the 
Birds ſing; and ſee the Hills and Vallies adorned 


— 


wich a moſt agreeable verdure; the Fields filled 
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we may more a, ſay, that our Husbands, 
| sH either by dying, or 2 
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nothing by leaving this place, but we run a very 
5 bk if we ſtay. My advice, . : 
is, that we take our Servants, and what is neceſſa - 
ry and convenient along with us, and go to mor- 
row to one place, the next day to another, and 
ſo enjoy thoſe 'Pleaſures the time of the year 
affords, till we find the City is reſtored to a ber» 
ene of Feile... et 3 e37' 
This Diſcourſe received an univerſal Approba- 
tion, and while they were conſidering how they 
ſhould order their Affairs that very Evening: 
one of them ſaid, though what had been pro- 
poſed was very agreeable to Reaſon, bo they 
ought to conſult how to take proper Meaſures 
before they paces Deſign in Execution. Pray 
(lays ſhe) wha 


try without Men? We are all Women, and by 
Conlequence weak, peevith, titnorous, and faint- 
hearted, and ſo having no body to Govern us; 


ciety will be of no very long duration, and theres 
fore we ought to confider well of this matter be- 
This fecond advice was as well entertained as 
the firſt. They unanimouſly agreed that Womens 
diverſions were very imperfect without Men, and 
chat things were never as they ſhould be, if there 
were not a Man in Company. Bur where ſhall 
we find theſe Men, ſays one > Moſt of our Ac- 
| quaintance are dead, and thoſe that are left a- 
live, are up and down, here and there, fo that 
we do not know where to find any of them; 
and how ridiculous would it be to rake Strangers 
SOM 2 along 
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© ſhall we do alone in the Cou- 


but our own ſelves, I am apt to believe our S- 5 


WW —- 1NTRODUCTFON | 
along with us? They were all of opinion char i © 
they ought to have a great regard of their 1 
Health, and enjoy all the Pleaſures poſſible, but 
that it ought to be done with a cautious Circum- 
ſpedtion to avoid Scandal, fo that they might 


have no cauſe to repent of it aſterwards. 
Whilſt they were thus debating Matters, in 
came three Gentlemen, who notwithſtanding the 
ſtate of things, the lofs of their | Relations an d 
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Friends, and that neceſſary Care and Precaution | 0 
u 
al 
tþ 
5˖ 
ce 


they ought to have for themſelves, could not yet 
forget the Affairs of Love. They were all three fine, 
- handſome, genteel, welbred Perſons; and walked 
out to divert themſelves in this diſmal time, in 
hopes to find their Miſtreſſes, who perhaps were 
amongſt the Ladies we ſpeak of. . 
As ſoon as ever they ſaw theſe Sparks, one of 
them ſays to the reſt, that now ſhe was ſure For- m 
tune favoured their Deſign, having given them 
n the critical minute ſo lucky an opportunity to Ce 
accompliſh it. One that was more ſcrupulous || Kt 
than the reſt, alledged, that in regard it was re- m 
ported that theſe Gentlemen were humble Ser- | du 
vants to three of them, if they were admitted 1 
into company, it would argue over forwardneſs; Di 
but they unanimouſly concluded this objection Fl. 
was frivolous; and that if they lived vertuouſly, | 
and were conſcious to themſelves of no ill, (f 
Sod would protect and defend their inno- | © 
cence. Then they called the Gentlemen to | 
them, told them their deſign, and deſired they die 
would favour them with their Company. At firſt | 
they thought it was nothing but a Jeſt, and 
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finding they perliſted in it, and ſpoke ſeriouſſly, 


ception of ſuch a Company. 


| intend to paſs the time pleaſantly in Mirth and 
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they very joyfuliy accepted of the Propoſal,” got 
all things in readineſs, and the next morning by 


< 


break of day they went all together. 


* 


. Their firſt Stage was not above a League from 


the City, where there was a riſing Ground, not 


far from the main Road, plentifully ſtored with 


all ſorts of pleaſant Shrubs, whoſe lovely green. 
neſs was very charming to the ſight. Upon it 
ſtood a very large ſtately Houſe, adorned with 
$ whatſoever Art and Nature could contribute. It 


abounded with every thing that was requiſite ei- 
ther for Pleaſure or Convenience, and at that ve- 
ry time it was in good order, and fit for the re- 

When they were all ſar down, the youngeſt, and 
moſt airy of the three Gentlemen, ſays, Ladies, 


it is our good Fortune, rather than our own 


Conduct, hatch brought us hicher ; now I don't 
know what you intend to do with your Cares ; for 
my own part I left mine behind me, juſt as I came 
out of the gate of the City; do you therefore 


Diverſion ? if not, pray let me go back again to 

Florence to reaſſume my Cares. 
Nothing in the World could be better motion d 

(gays one of the fair Ladies) pray let us how 


enjoy our ſelves, in regard we left the City to 
drive away Melancholy. But foraſmuch as no So- 
ciety can ſubſiſt without order, my opinion (ſays 
ſhe) is that we make ſome Laws, to which the 
3 whole Company ſhall be obliged co ſubmit, and 
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any Ways fend or diſturb the 
Her Advice met 9 — A Sante applauſe,” the 
Lines were-made, and Dinner being on the Tu- 
ble, they ſat down. Aſter Dinner they di 
themſelves with Muſick and Dancing; then they 
Laws over again, and the youngeſt 
ing they had omitted to prohibit 
deſired it might be inſerted, ſaying, that it 
perſons dull and melancholy, A 
was very tedious, and no way diverting to the 
Spectators, who had nothing to do, but ſpent cheir 
time in gaping on. If were worthy to advie 
ion, and celling Stories ; for then every 
one, both ſpeaker and hearers will be entertain- 
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„Mapelet du Prat by a ** Confeſſion Me. | 
' on his Confeſſor, and alihongh he had led 4 
moſt impious life, yet 4 bu death paſ- 

ſed fer 4 Saint, and was called St. Chapelet. 


„„ "Pages 

A Few at the rene Requeſt 0 one 150 ba Friends, goes 
from Paris to Rome, and being ſhocked at the ſcans 
dalous Lives of the Clergy, —— to Paris and turns 
Chriſtian. N 12 


4 


J of Alexandria proſerrd biafelf fron. a Suare 


that Saladin bad laid for bin, by telling him an inge- 


nious Sto. | P. 13 
(a) 5 


A Monk Ar e 4 great Sin, agel the Puxiſh- 


— 


= * ment be deſerved, by a genteel Recrimination on bis 


- D : 3 - 4 
9 1 


Abbot. | p. 17 
An Entertainment made of Hens, and ſome ingenious Diſ- | 

' "courſe cured the King of France of that diſhonourable 
Love, wherewith the Fame of the Beauty of the Mar- 
 chioneſs of Montferrat bad inſpired bim. 5-21 
The Hypocrifie of the Monks reproved by a Feſt, p. 23 
The Covetonſneſs of . Great Men genteelly Bantered. p. 25 

- Covetous Men are always Contemptible ; and theſe who 
have any Sentiments of Honour, are always cured of 
* hes Vice, when they are ba humans by Men of _ 

p. 29 

* 7 be King of Cyprus-is cured of Negligence in bis ak 

e Gaſcoign Lady. p. 

Phhſician of Bologn very Genteelly made 4 Las | 
Blub that would railly him for loving ber. p. 31 
Martellino pretending to be Paralytic k, dd himſelf to 
be put upon the Corps of St. Arrigo, and immediately 
" pretends to be cured. His Cheat is diſcovered, be u 
* _ beaten, put in Priſon, and very near banging ; J 5. "A 
i eſeapes. | | 
* Binalde d' Aſti, being 6 came 10 Caſtel Galgliel. | 
mo, where be was —— by a Lady, who made 
3s N 2 oel all bis Lofſes. | P · 39 | 
5 8 : T * Young and Rich Florentines, en fooliſhly ſpent 
= their Eſtates, fall under great Extremities, and are re- 
lie wedſ by the aſſiſtance of their Nephew, who marries a 
Dung beer of- the” King of England, after 4 very unace 
count able manner. | p. 44 
ae Ruffolo, growing very poor, turns Pirat, is 
talen and plundered by the Genoeſe. The Genoeſe 
Slip is caſt away. Landolfo ſaves himſelf upon 4 
r full of rich Fewels. Ii caſt on the Coaſts of | 
be ie of Corfeu, and relieved there "Tos 4 Woman. | 
baue, borne richer than before. nas p. 52 | 
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The TABLE 
1 Fockey that. came to Naples to buy Horſes, had thre 


very unfortunate Adventures in the ſame night, but pets 
| clear of them all, and carries off a oy of erat Daluc. 


p. 565 


Madam Periedls, being ca# by a form 10 an Iſland, 
loſes her two Sons and ber Narſe, ſhe * into a Cave 
for grief, where ſhe 4 found by a Perſon of Qual,, 
who happened to come there, Her elde Son, after ble 
bad rambled up and down, 1 entertained into the Fer- 
vice of bis Mot bers Benefactor, and is caught with b 
Daugbter, with hom be intrigued, which concluded in 
Marriage. The ſecond Son is found; and a Revolution 
happening in Sicily, the Mother and Sons are returned 1% 
their former Eſtates and Honours, p. 65 

The Soldan of Alexandria ſends bis Daughter to = mar- 

ried to the King of Algarvia. She falls into ſeveral. 

Hands, and at laſt comes back to ber. Father. She i, 

| ſent 4 ſecond time to the King of Algarvia, with 


' whom ſhe, nevertheleſs, paſſed for a Virgin. p 56 __ © 


The Count D' Angiers being falſly accuſed, flits 5 


land with bis two Children, who ſettle, aue in Eng- 2 


land, and 1 be otber in Wales. After b: bad undergons. 
a great deal of hardſhip, be came to ſee bu Children 
incognito, and found them in very proſperons Cireum- 
ſtances, Afterwards be goes into the Service of the © 
King of France. His Innocence appears, and be u re- 
forex to bis former Eſtate and Drip. ͤ 8t > 
Bernardo lays five hundred Dacats on his Wife's Chaſiy, | 
and loſes them by a Cheat that Ambroſe put upon bim. 
Falling into Deſpairs be orders bus Wife to be murdered, 
but ſhe eſcapes, and coming to Alexandria juſtifies ber 
inocence, bas the Cheater puniſped, and ſhe and her 
Hasband return to Genoua very ricb. p10 
FPagmno da Monaco carries away the Wife of Ricciardg. 
di Chinzica, and offers to reſtore ber at bis deſire, pro 
vided fhe was willing to go along with bim. She re. 


Tae, and Aarries Pagaino after ber Hazbands death. 
p. 12 
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were all deſirous to be obliged by bim. P. 116 


Wn: © \ | Groom lies with Tendelinga, Queen of. Lombardy. 
be King by chance diſcovers it, and cuts off bis Hair 


Ades the ſame ro all bis fellow Servants, and by that 
mean prevents being diſcovered,  _ p. 121 
Abri amorins. Lady, pretending to extraordinary Devo- 
tion and Chaſtity, made uſe of a devout Friar to ac- 
.  -%, eompliſh ber Deſigns, FES 
> Felice, 4 Mont of St. Brancazio, inſtructed Pucio the 


bim. p. 131 

= Ricciardo Minutolo fel in love with Philipello Tighi- 
= _ nolft's Wife, but being unſucceſsful, mares ber believe 

© -  - that ber Husband was to meet à Miſtreſs of bis. Phili- 
pello Wife, being very Fealous, went to find him out, 
2ud lies with Minutolo, ſuppoſing him to be ber own 
1 +. Husband. - p. 135 
Theobaldo, being denied thoſe Fawonrs he uſed to receive 
em bu Miſtreſs, out of Grief leaves Florence, and 
FE: f returning thither ſome years afterwards, in th: Habit 


E Pilgrim, found out a way to be reconciled to ber, 


and ſaved ber Hasband, who was juſt going to be Con- 
Aiemned to die for Aſſaſſinating him. p- 140 
FPFeerondo takes 4 Powder, which made him ſleep ſo long, 
= that they thought be was dead, and ſo buried him, An 
| Abbe, who was bs Wifes Gallant, takes bim out f 
| = WW the Grave, and puts bim in "Priſon, making bim be- 


lieu that be was in Purgatory, Afterwards he pre- 
tendt to raiſe. him from the Dead, and makes him own 

6 Baſtard, tbat be bad by bis Wife during the time. | 

/ © Giletta de Narbon cures the King of France of a Fiftula, Y © 
1 demands the Count de Rouſfillon in Marriage, as | 
ber Reward, The Count, out of pure Complaiſance 5 1 


8 


| "Maſſeto da Lamporecchio, precending to be damb, w 
3 "entertained as a Gardener to a Monaſtery of Nuns, who 


+ [that be might know bin; which the Groom perceiving, 3 


feed way. to be ſaved, and ſo made bim @ Cuckold 
vdo be performed the Penance that was enjoyned 


rence, where be fell in Love with a beautiful "young 


Lady bout lies with bis own Wife, when be thought Is, 


had enjoy d bis Miſtreſs. The Counteſs was brought to 
Bed of two Sons, and by that means matters were ac 
commodated betwixt ber and ber Huband. p. 157 
Philipello renounces the World, and brings up bis Son in a 
od from his tender infancy, (to make bim inſenſible 


of the Charms of the fair Sex) where be had no Com- 


panions but Birds and Beaſts; yet, notwithſfanding, as 
ſoon as be ſaw ſome young Women, be was in a ſtrange 


_ Rapture. | TTT 08 
Tancredi cauſes by Daughter's Lower to be ſtrangled, and ; 
ſends ber bus Heart in a Gold Cup, . 


A Friar made @ Venetian Lady believe that the Angel Ga- 


briel was in love with ber, and lay with ber very often © 


umder t be ferm of that Angel, But at laſt, being : ſure 


© The TABLE TIN 
. the Ring, Marries her, but leaves her aud goes for Flo- | . 


prized, he gets Cat of Window, and Bid himſelf in 4 


poor Man's Houſe, who expoſed him the next day in 


Sr. Mark's place, diſguiſed like a Savage Man; where, We 
being known by others of the ſame Order, be was com- 


_ mitted to Priſon. | p-. 172 


The Adventures of three Siſters and their Lovers. p. 179 
Gerbino, contrary to @ Treaty, fig bes a Ship of Tunis, 


with a deſign to ſteal away the King's Daughter, who 
was there. The Barbarians knowmg his intention, kill 
the Princeſs. Gerbino takes the Ship, and gives no 


quarter. After, at his return to Court, be u be- 


headed. * 7; | 135 * . p. 183 
Iſabella's Brothers having killed ber Lover, be appeared to 


ber in a Dream, and ſhewed ber the place where they bad 


buried him. She finding bis Body, cuts off bis Head, 


and kept it a long time in @ Flomer- Pot. pi. 187 


Gabriatto and Andrevola intirely loving each other, tell 
each other their Dreams. Gabriotto dies ſuddenly, ana 


| Andrevola is accuſed of it; but the baſe uſage ſhe ro- 


ceived from the Podeſtate redounds ts ber Honour, and 
was very ſerviceable for her Vindicatiom. Pi. 190 


(239 ö 


f 


The Death of two Lovers, who rubb'd their Teeth with 
Sage. | 1 | 85 P. 194 
Girolamo, being obliged by bis Relations to leave bis Mi- 
ſcreſi, goes to Paris, and upon bis return found her mar- 


* ried He attempts to Enjoy ber, and not ſucceeding, dies 
For Grief. She came to his Funeral, and Expires upon 
bs Corps. | | p. 197 


Guillaume de Roffillon Eills by Wife's Gallant, and | 
— mak:s ber eat bis Heart, which ſhe underſtanding, | 
threw ber ſelf out of the Window, and was buried | 
with ber Lover. | | " D. SOL | 
Ruggieri having drunk à Potion, fell a ſleep by bis Miſtreſs, 
wo believing he was dead, made ber Servant carry | 
bim, and put him into a Cheſt that was at a Foyners | 
Deo. Two Fellows ffeal the Cheſt, and carry it home | 
before they knew what was in it. Ruggicri wakes, | 
and makes a great noiſe, upon which they cry out Thieves, | 
be is apprehended, committed and tryed, but bis Miſtreſs | 
F * clears bim by produciug ber Servant, and has thoſe that | 
E > _”» fole the Cheſt, fined. | | p. 204 
Cdbimon becomes wiſe by falling in Lowe. He runs away 
+ "wh bis diſtreſs Iphigenia, for which be is impriſoned 
1 Rhodes, from whence Lyſimachus procures his Re- 
lesſe, and afterwards aſſiſts bim to regam Iphigenia, 
and carry ber and Caſſandra off, juſt as they were going 
to be married. They brirg th:m to Candia, marry 
= then, and aflerwards are recalled into their own Country. 
"LIES (be hs . ; re | Th 211 
Conſtantia being in Love with Martuccio Oed, and 
Herring that be was dead; in diſpair went on Board a 
| ſmall Veſſel all alone, which happened to be driven to 
Sula. From thence ſhe went to Tunis, where ſhe found | 
ber Lover alive, in great Reputation with the King. | 
He married ber, and they both return to Lipari very 
rich, Pn EY Oy? p. 215 : 
Pietro Boccamazza, running away with bis Miſtreſi, 2 F 
et upon by Thieves, the Lady efcapes into 4 Foreſt, and 
4. taſe comes to a Caſtle. Pletio x taken by the Thieves, | 
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But at loft ener and luckily comes to Ak Cote whe 
his Miffreſs bad taken 8 anitugry. They are — 
aud returns to Rome. p. 223 


Lizio da Valbona 5nd, Ricciardo Manardi Hing with 


his Daughter, and makes bim Marry her. p. 229 
Guidotto da Cremona, dying, eff” one Daug bter, who 
was beloved both by Giovanni di Severino, and Min- 
ghino di Mingole; by the two Rivals fighting, the 
Lady was found to be Giovanni's Sifter, and ſo was 
married 10 Minghino. | = 2 
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Le e HY and married his Miſtreſs. 
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Uido di Procida being ſurprized with a young 
Lady with whom: he was in Love, was tied 
108 3 to be hurnt; but afterwards being 
known by the Admiral of Sicily, be was 

„ 
N heodoro falling in Love with his Maſters Daugbter, 
Zets ber with Child, and is condemned to be hanged. Hu 


Faber diſcovers bim as be was carrying to Execution. 


procures bi aalen. and Marries bim to bis Miſtreſs. 
p. 6 
* D Wy” in Love wil 4 fair Lady, {pent a great 
deal apen ber without being able to gam ber Affecti- 
ons. At the requeſt of hu Relations be retires into the 
Wd; 165 be ſees a Ca Lady purſued, * f 
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and given to ebe Hounds fo be ld Analtafis 0 
ſhews bis Cruel Miſtreſs this diſmal Spectacle ;- who” wo 
fearing to be puniſhed after the fame 3 wo 

bim Freely and marries bim. DCIS 
Frederigo being-in Love with a Lady that * 10 Kindneſs A 
fer bim, ſpent Jo much upon ber, that he became very 
par. He retires into tbe Country, baving nothing left | 
but only one Hawk, which, when the Lady came to fee 
him, be dreſt to entertain ber: when ſhe knew it, ſhe was = 
ronch'd with Tenderneſs and Compaſſ on, and Married ... 
. 17 "4 
Pietro di Viaciolo being gone fo Sup Py one of bis 
Hie ar, came home unexpettedly, and found bis Wife's 
| Galan, and jet matters were very well IE . 
- 20 
e {urnamed The Men pave a Hoſe to 
Signior Franceſco Vergelleſi, ow Condition that be 
might ſpeak to his Wife, who. making no Anſwer, | 
Ricciardo anſwered for ber, Which bad the Effect 3 2 
defired, Pri. 26: ) MY 
A Gentleman offered a Lady 20 ler her ride hebinds bim, aud | 
promiſed to tell ber a pleaſant Story on the way, but be 
telling it very ill, ſhe defies to be ſet down w. 3 
might walk, 
A Baker, by an ingenious Anſwer, informed Meſſer: Gert 
Spina of the Unreaſonableneſs of what be acked. ns 
Madam Nonna de Pulci, Silenced the Biſhop ＋ ro- 
rence, by making a notable Repartee to bis Oy. 3 
which was beneath the Gravity of a Prelate. p. 34 
A Cook having made bis Maſter extreams ang angry, after- 


— made bim Jaugh at bis Teſts and ſo Eſcaped being 


| 86 
** Foreſe da Rabatta, avd Giotto a famous Painter, 
coming * ow Mugello, raili each other for their | 


Deformity. way - 
Michele Scalza proves to ſome Young-men, that the 
Family of the Baronchi was tbe mf Noble Family in 


the * or which be got a god Supper. pi. 39 
Madam 


* 


. 5 + h er no; The Veſſel being very naſty, the Huiband made it 
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a 1 85 | Modan Philip ppa's Husband baving ſurprixed her with 


ber Gallant, had ber Tryd for it. She got ber ſelf 
eee „an ingenious Anſwer, and procured the 
Laws anf Women to he moderated far* the future. 
- P. 41 
Freſe co 8 b Niece, in Reg ard whatſoever ſhe ſaw f 
Apleaſed ber, to 160k only on berſelf in the Glaſs. p. 43 
IP Mel er Guido Cavalcanti genteelly reprimands ſome young 
\ ,, Gentlemen of Florence 4 who came unawares upon 


| * Onion — 7 certain r People to ſhrew Was a 
Feather of the Angel Gabriel, inſtead whereof be broug bt | 
© Coals, and made them believe they Were thoſe upon which 
St. Laurence was broil'd. „46 
8 John of Lorain, bearing a knocking at bis Door one Night ll 
5 weked bu Wife, who made bim believe it was 4 Spirit, 4 
. and both of them went to lay it % 4 Prayer, and {of © 
Heard no more of it. p. 52 
Petonella hides ber Lover dr great Earthen Veſ- 
fel, Her Husband coming home, tells bis Wife be bad 
ſeld the Veſſel. - She ſays that ſhe bad ſold it to a Man 
that was now under it, to ſee whether it was ſound 


\ clean, and her Gallam carried it bome along with him. 
p. 57 
| Fpar Rinaldo "PLS Jain wiak 4 Gallas s Mather 
was caught by ber Husband, who was made to be- 
liewe, that the Fryar charmed the worms out of buf 
U Godſon. Tee p. 60 fg 
- Tofano ſhut his Wi fe out of Doors one Nig br, and neithe 
©». Prayers or Entreaties could prevail upon bim to let be 
| : in. Co ſhe goes to the Well, and pretends to throw be 
ſelf in, but throws in a great Stone. Tofano bearing the 
WS runs out and leaves the Door open, Hu Wifll-c 
gets bs , ſets ber Hutband out, and calls bim * I 1 
aug bt. | 
A Fealow Perſon put on ; Pricfs 1 ol Conf ſed h 
un Hafe, aubo made bim belitve that "Toe was in love 
Wit! 


Favours from her and died, 


wbich ſhe durſt not deny. 
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With 4 Prieſf. The Hutband. ſtood Sentinel all night, 


to apprehend the Prieſt, whilfs bis Wife ordered ber Gal. 
| lant to tome in at the top of the Houſe, and ſo cheated 
be ‚ HH DO RM TO. 


A fair Lady being with ber Lover; Lambertuccio, ano 
ther of her Admirers, came alſo at the ſame time, Her _ 


Hausband coming bome, Lambertuccio rays out with bes. 


Sword in his Hand, which the Wife manages ſo, that "3 
ber Hushand conducts the other ſafely bome. © p. 4 3 
Lodovico, being in love with Madam Beatrice, diſcovers © 


his Paſſion to ber, who gives it a very kind entertain- 
ment, The Lady ſends ber Husband into the Garden, 
under pretence of a meeting (he was to bave with Lodo- 


vico, who lies with bis Miſtreſs, and afterwards bes 


| bis Maſter, pretending to take bim for bis Fife. © p. 77 


| A Woman who bad a very jealous Husband, tyd à Thread 


to her Toe when ſhe went to bed, by which ſhe informed 


' her Lover, whether he ſhould come or no. The Husband 5 5 


found it out, and whilſt be purſued ber Lover, ſhe puts 


ber Maid in ber place. He takes ber for his own Wife, 
| beats ber, cuts off ber Hair, then fetches bis Wife's Re. 


lations ; who finding what be ſaid to be falſe, fall very 
| foul upon him. e 
Lydia, tbe Wife of Nicoſtratus, being in love with Pyr- 


rhus, did Three things to convince bim of the Sincerity of Nö 
ber Affection. And though ſhe diverted herſelf with ber © 


Lover before ber Husband*s Face, yet ſhe made bim be- 
lieve, that what be ſaw was not true. p. 88 


Two Inhabitants of Sienna, loved the ſame Woman, one of 


them was Godfather to her Son. The Godfather obtained 
afterwards be appeared to 
his Friend, and gave bim an account of the Affairs of the © 
other World. | p. 96 


. Gaſparvolo's Wife baving promiſed Gulfardo Fo lye with 


bim, for a ſum of Money which they agreed upon, the 


+ . Gallant borrowed the Money of her. Hushand, and aſter- 


wards tells bim, he had paid it again to bis Wife, 


| p. 98 $7 
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1 e ft 3 4 5 ks 4 2 Wife, and 
Ws leaves bu Cloak in Pawn with ber; ; afterwards be bor- 
d, Mortar of her. He [ends the Mortar home, and 
„„ + demand, bis Gloak, which ber Husband makes ber ſend. 
Pp. oo 

5 Wis and 8 go te . 4 cer- 
„ 5 = _ __ Fein precious Stone. Calandrino thought that be bad 
=, ound it, and goes home loaden with Stones ; bis Wife 
6 | 2 cold. at bim, and he beats ber. p. 103 
De Provoſt of the Church of role, being i in Love with 
4 Lady, who had an Averſion for bim, f bog bt that be 
lu wirb ber, when be lay with ber” Servant ; of avhich 


bis Biſhop was an Eje-Witneſs. | p. 109 


. * ba . pleaſant merry Fellows banter Ae. at Florence, 
i# 5 da @nd male bu Breeches fal about hit Heels, BE be 


t upon the Bench, p. 113 
{> Bruno 42 Buffalmacco feal 4 Pig from Glands, 
aud baving made bim believe f be ſtole it himſelf, 
4 = Alben babble bim cut to Couple of Capons, that they 
* ed not tell bis Me. p. 115 
A Widow, that @ young Student was in Love with, in- 
 #riguing with another, made him ſtay 6 lang Winter 

- night in tbe Snow, 10 wait for her coming to bim. He 
nd. 8-49 to be revenged on ber, by making her fun 
a & Whole day in July, expoſed tothe violent Wa of the | 
fad and the ſtinging of Waſps and Hirnets. p. 120 
nelloccio yes wich bus Friends Wife, who Finding i 

2 contrived a way to lock, bum m9 4 ce. and did 
1 the ſame ſer vice. p. 137 
27 and Buffalmicco, one Nig be lead 4 Door of 
2 into 4 ſtenking Ditch, — 5 they leave bim, 
We. anden pretence eutring bim into 4 Society, that went 
1 Corſica. p. 140 
* * 4 Sicilian Punk cheats 4 PART TOY of all the Money, be | 
= bad at Palermo, afterwards be comes thither eue and 
. 1 _ HUGE P. 953 
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The TA BL Ek. 
Madam Pranenen being courted by rwo. ohne: oY 4 0 
baving uo kindneſs for either, pleaſantly got "me As them,” 
wit hut granting them any Favours. p. 463 


40 Abbeſs geting up in baſt without 's Candle to Fo ON 8 
one of ber Nuns, infead of ber Veil, put on the Priefts 


cuſed, who was got into the Chapter, made « ſuf Remark 
Key it, and by that 7 5 was acquitted, p 168 


be gives thim balf a dozen of Capons 4 and fome Money, 10 


Fortarrigo plays away all that be had, and bis Maſters 

| Money beſides 3 then runs after bim in hu Shirt; and 
crymg, ſtop Thief, ftop 4 raiſes the Conttry about 
him, who. ſeize bim and ſlrip bim. He puts on bes 
Maſters Cloths, gets upon b Horſe; and returns 5 
Sienna, leaving bim on Foot in by Shirt. p. 1756 

Colandrine' fancying @ young Menub, Bruno gives LL, 
Billet, telling him if be toucbt ber with" it ſhe would\ 
follow 1 bin any where. His Wife eee e both to- 
1. gether, and grows very outragions. © p. 178 
0 Gentlemen lodging at the ſame Tow '% one toy with "a 
C1 Landlords Daughter, and the other with bis Wife. He © 
that lay with the Daughter miſtook" his own Bed, and 
Foes to Bed to bis Landlords, and thinking it" bad been 
11 ## Friend, tells bim of bit lacks nde There- 
upon be makes @ great noiſe, and the Morber, who had 


that means. ſet all to rights again, p. 186 
alano di Moleſe Seated rhat 4 Wolf tore bis Wife's 
Face and Throat, and deſires ber to tale care of ber 


came to paſs, P. 
Blondello pars 4 db ae. Cited, for which be is 22 
"_ revenged, and 1 other N ly beaten, 9. 192 


Meſſer 


Breeches, that was a Bed with ber, The Perſow ac 


A Phyſician with the aſſiſtance of three witty Fellows, 2 
males Calandrino believe that be was with Child AE 


prevent bis lying in. p. 11 


f been miſt aken alſo, went 10 Bed to ber . N ; 


ſelf; but ſhe lab it, _ aughs bum, and 2 «MN 
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The TABLE. 


% Men had a deſire to conſult King Solomon; the ane 
Aut bim what be ſbonld do to make himſelf beloved, 


De other how be ſhould tame a folding Wife. Tbe 


firſt was anſwered to love every body, and the laſh was 


bid to go to Gooſe-bridge. P. 495 


Meſſer Giovanni at the Requeſt of bis Friend Pietro, 
made a Charms to transform bis Wife into a Mare; but 


when it came to putting on the Tail, Pietro cried out 
©. that be would have none, and ſo ſpoiled all. p 199 


A Knight entred bimſelf into the Service of the King of 


Spain; and left it, thinking that be was net ſufficiently 
recompenſed. The King afterwards ſhewed bim by ex- 


perience, that if he bad not liberally rewarded him, it 


was only the effect of bis own mis fortune, and that be 
Wat not in the leaſt 10 be blamed. ES 7.9 
Ghinotto di Tacco took the Abbot of Clugni Priſener, 


and after he bad cared bim of 4 Diſtemper be had in bis 
Stomacb, let bim proceed on his Journey. When the 


Abbot came to Rome, be reconciled Ghinotto to Pope 
Boniface, who made bim 4 Prior. p. 207 


Michridanes enuying the Liberality of Nathan, bad a de- 


on to murder him, and ſpeaking to him not knowing 


vim, Nathan himſelf told him how he might accompliſh 


. bis deſign. When Mithridanes came to pit his leſigu in 
© Execution, be knew Nathan again, was ſtruck with con- 


} ” , fuſion, and became bis Friend. 45 p. 212 
| Meffer Gentil da Cariſenda, at bis return from Modena, 
tool a young Woman that be loved out of ber Grave, 


. who being ſuppoſed to be dead, was buried. The Mo- 
man recovers, was broug bt to Bed of a Son, and both of 

them ſent home to ber Husband. ie 
Dianora alt, Anſaldo to preſent ber with a Garden 
in January, 4, freſh and fragrant as in May. Anfaldo, 
y the aſſiſtance of 4 Necromancer, performs it. Dia- 

nora's Husband, «pon this, gives ber leave to keep ber 


Mord with Anſaldo; but to equal bim in Generoſity, 


be refuſes it, and the Necromancer having. a mind to 


be 
\ 
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* 
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+ generous alſo, would take abi far bis ref. 


p. 225 

King Charles, Summum the Fiſhman, Heine very much 
in years, fell in Love with. a young Girl; but at laſs 
being aſhamed. of his Folly, matched both ber and ber 
 Sifter very honourably, p 230 


Pietro, King of Arragon, eee oh III a Was. 


in Love with him, went to ſee ber during ber Tlineſs, and 


comforted ber. After (he recovered, be married ber to 


a young Gentleman, Eiſſed her Forehead, and ever ae, 
called himſelf her Knight. . © + $256 


Sophreriia, who thought ſhe was the Wi fe of Fat 


| ' was really married to Titus Quintus Fulvius, who carried 


ber to Rome along with bim. Some time after Gilzppus 


— 


came thitber being reduced to very great neceſſity, and 


belie ving that Titus bad forgot bim, be confeſſed him- 


ſelf guilty of 4 Murder, that be might not [urvive in 


Miſery. After be was condemned Titus knew bim, 
and acquitted him by accuſing himſelf. The Mur lerer 
being ſurprized at this generous Friendſhip, confeſſed the 
whole matter himſelf. Cæſar was extremely pleaſed 


with theſe noble Actions, and pardoned the Criminal, 


out of reſpect to the Innecent. p. 242 


Saladine, diſguiſing himſelf like @ Merchant, is bonour- 


ably enlerheined by Meſſer Torello, who, ent ring bins 
ſelf into the Cruſade, allowed his Wife à certain time, 
in which ſhe might Marry, in caſe be was either killed 
or taken Priſoner. Torello was taken, and carried to 
to the Soldan, who made bim bis Fauleoner. At laſt 
tbe Soldan remembring bim, was very kind to him. 
The time which Torello had given his Wife to Mar- 


ry in, being almoſe expired, the Soldan Bad bim tran- 


ſported into Pavia in one night, with @ deſign to be at 


his Wife's Wedding, who knew bim, and went back 
full of tranſports of Foy. . 
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; NOVEL L | 
Chapelet du Prat by 4 ſham Confeſſion impoſes on bis Con- 
feſſor, and altbongb be had led a moſt impious life, yet 
after bu death paſſed for 4 Saint, and was called © 


1 


Great Cardinal upon the Canonization of 
certain Saints, ſaid, That the Sand#ity of thoſe 
Saints made him ſuſpect that of others. And 
indeed nothing is more equivocal than the 
Heart of Man. It is God only that knows its Secrets. 
Hypocriſie can dreſs it ſelf ſo like true Piety, that 
the greateſt Villain when he deſigns to Counterfeit, 
may deceive the moſt ſagacious Eyes, as is evident by 
the ſubſequent Story. "2 : 
There was in France one Francis Muſciat, who grow- 
ing very rich by Trade, ſcorned any longer the name 
” Merchant, but turned — by which a 


23 Boccace's Novels. 
| "A ſoon ſpent the beſt part of his Eſtate. When Pope 


„ into - Tuſcany : Maſciat, who like other 
Courtiers, was big with mighty expectations, was or- 
dered to attend this Prince. His Affairs being then 
much involved, and in regard it would require a great 
deal df time to ſettle them, he thought convenient 
to intruſt them in the Hands of ſeveral Perſons. 
But that which moſt of all perplext him was, that he 
had many Debts owing him by the Burgundians, whom 
he very well knew to be a very baſe ſort of people, 


litigi varrelſome, flanderers, and faithleſs; fo 
that he "could not well tell with whom to intrüſt his 


Affair there. He wanted a Rogue to out match the 


Burgundians themſelves. 


But where was he to be found ? At laſt after much | 


— 


came often to him at Part.. 

This Chapelet was a Notary, and although he had lit- 
tle or no Buſineſs, yet had ſuch a ſtrong inclination 
for Villany that he would chooſe rather to draw falſe 

- Writings gratis, than be well paid for doing what was 
Juſt and fair. If at any time you had occafion for a 
_ Falſe Witneſs, you were ſure of him. Oaths were then 
eſteemed very ſacred in France, but he never making 
any ſcruple of Perjury, always carried the Cauſe when 
it depended upon his Teſtimony. He took great delight 
dd ſet Patents and their Children at variance, and the 
more miſchief he did the more pleaſure he took. He 
never refuſed to Aſſaſſine any perſon, and being Chole- 
rick and Paſſionate beyond expreſſion, would utter 
prophane Oaths and Curſes upon the moſt frivolous 
occaſion. He never went to Church, but always 
talked jirreverently of the Holy Sacraments, and was 


conſideration he thought of Cbapelet du Prat, who 


a vonſtant frequenter of Taverns and Bawdy-Houſzs, | 


oy 


he hated Women; but was an inordinate Lover of 
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He was alſo a Thief, Glutton, Drunkard, and in 
ſhort the vileſt Wretch that ever breathed.. Every one 
complained of his Villanies, and yet were forced to en- 
dure them, becauſe Muſciat who protected him, was in 
Reet, V „ a; 

Muſciat being well acquainted with him, knowing 
that he had found one fit for his turn, immediately ſent 
for him, tells him that being obliged to take a long 


Journey, and having Buſineſs to be tranſacted in Bur- 


gandy, he thought no perſon ſo fit to be imployed in it 
as himſelf. Vou are not very buſie at preſent ſays he, 
and if you will undertake. the matter, I will procure 
Letters of Recommendation from Court, and give 
you a conſiderable part of whatever you recover. 
Chapelet who had nothing at all to do, and not know- . 
ade — ſubſiſt now Muſciat his Patron was going 
away; without mach conſidering on the matter, neceſ- 
ſity obliging him, ſaid, He was very willing to accept 
of it. They agree upon terms, Muſciet gives him full 

ower, and the Recommendations that he promiſed 

im. He goes for Italy, and Chepelet for Dijon, where 
no body knew him. He managed his Affairs at the 


beginning with candor and honeſty, deſigning not to 


be diſcovered till at laſt... He lodged with two Brothers 
that were Florentine;, who lived upon Uſury, and they 
entertained him very honourably on Muſciat's account. 
Happening to fall ſick, they ſent for Phyſicians, or- 
dered Servants to attend him, not ſparing any thing 
that was neceſſary and requiſite, but all. fignified no- 


things for he that before had led ſuch an irregular life, 


grew worſe.and worſe every day, and his Phyſicians 

n of; ne ha. 
The Brothers, ſeeing they could get nothing! by him, 

and being at a Nonplus what to do, going one day in- 


to a Chamber next to that where Chapeler lay, ſaid one > 


to another : What ſhall we do with this Man ? The 
world will think us very hard-hearted and imprudent to 
ſend away him in this condition, to turn a dying Man 

by B 2 our 


1 4 Bocekces Novels, 
ont of J6cis'fo ntboliidy, whom in health we cour- 
teouſly entertained, and de taken ſuch care of, both 
i for Phyfick and Attendance, and how to rid our Hands 
8 of him before he has given any juſt occaſion? But 
on the other hand wo ought to conſider that if what, 
da account we have received of his wicked life be true, he 
will neither Conſeſs, nor receive any of the Sa- 
craments, and if he tis wichout Confelfion, where 
thall we bury him? We muſt throw him like a 
into unconfecrated Ground. But ſuppoſing he w 
Confeſs, there's nere a Curate or Prieſt that will give 
him Abſolution, and then alſo he muſt lie a 
Ground, or be thrown into a Ditch. Now in reg 
we have many Enemies, and People generally have an 
Il opinion of our way of living, they will think us 
guilty of his death, ad not only plunder us for what 
we have, but alſo ſeize our Perſons. | 


: > * aA, > aA 62 om 


As fick Perſons are generally quick of heariny {6 
Chapeler diſtinctly heard every and calling them, 
- faid, Gentlemen, Affure your you ſhall not 


2 * leaſt — on my account when 1 
am 
L have been a great finner all my life time, but 1 
to do ſomething that 1s meritorious at my death. 
I defire that you would get an holy devone Confelſor 
to come to me, if ſuch a one is to be had, and reſt 
fatisfied that I will manage matters ſo, chat all thall 
go well both for you and me. 
Although they did not depend much on his words, 
= nor think his Expedient good, but liable co miſearry, 
= yer they brought an old Cordelier to him, a Perfon 
well verſed in the Scriptures, a very holy and vener- 
2 Man, for whom moſt people had a particular 
eſteem. 
The Father being come, ſat down at the fick Mans 
Beds head, and after ſome pious Conſolations, asked 
him if it was not a long time fince he had been at 
Confeſſion? 2 — who had neyer been at * 
101 
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of Women, Chapelet ſighing, anſwered, holy Father, 


rr 


 NOFEL EL 3 
fon in his whole. life before, readily anſwers, I have 
always confeſſed once a week at leaſt, and many times 
oftner; but indeed I have been ſo very bad theſe eight 
Jays, lince I was firſt taken ill, that I have not con- 
felled. That's well done my Son, replies the Friar, con —· 
tinue ſo to do; but becauſe you have been fo often at 
Confeſſion. you'll have little to ſay to me, and I little 
to ask you. Dont ſay ſo, Reverend Father, ſays Cha- 
pelet, for although I Confeſs often, yet every time 1 
recollect all the fins I can remember I have commit - 
ted from my Nativity to the preſent time: therefore, 
holy Father, I intreat you to examin me in order, as if 


had never been at Confeſſion, and don't regard my 


languiſhing condition, for I rather chooſe to negle& 
conſulting the caſe of my Body, than hazard the Sal 
yation of my Soul, which my Saviour has purchaſed 
with the price of his moſt precious blood; The good 
Father was raviſhed with "theſe expreſſions, and e- 
ſtoeem d them an evident proof of the tenderneis of his 
Conſcience. te} 

After having commended his Piety, he began to ask 
him if he had never offended God by the knowledge 


I dare ſcarce anſwer this Article for fear of being guilty 
of Vain-glory. Na, my Son, replies the Cordelier, you 
never fin in telling the truth, whether by confefling 
it, or otherwiſe; ſpeak boldly and be not afraid. Upon 
this aſſurance, ſays the Penitent, I tell you Reverend 


Father, that I am in this reſpect the ſame as I came out 


of my Mothers Womb. God bleſs my Son, replied the 


7 Friar, this is ſo much the more meritorious by how 


much the more liberty you have beyond us to do other- 
wiſe ; but were you never guilty of the ſin of Glut- 
tony? continues the Friar, The Penitent fetching a 
deep ſigh, ſays, Beſides thoſe Faſts which are com- 
manded by the Church to be obſerved by all devout 
Perſons throughout the whole year, I have accuſtomed 
my ſelf to live upon — and Water three days 2 


6s Voccibes Nee 

the week at leaſt, and I drink Water with the ſame 
Guſt and Pleaſure as Drunkards do Wine, and have 
wiſhed for Sallets after the Fatigue of a Pilgrimage. 
But 1 am afraid that my dry Bread hath ſometimes 


ſeemed to reliſh better than it ought to a devout Man 
who faſts on a religious account. ENT + | 


The Father replies, Son, Theſe fins are natural and 
trivial, and you do very ill to affli& your ſelf ſo much 
about them. Every holy Man, be he who he will, eats 
with a good Appetice after faſting, and drinks wich 
pleaſure afrer hard Labour or Travel. The fick Man 
cries, Pray do not tell me theſe things to comfort me, 
you know that I cannot be ignorant that whatſoever 
we do for God's ſake ought to be done purely and 
without reluctancy, otherwiſe we are guilty of fin. It 
is well you are of that opinion, ſays the Cordelier, and 


I much approve the purity and delicacy of your Con- 


ſcience. But tell me alſo, I intreat you, have you not 
been guilty of the fin of Covetouſneſs ? have you ne- 
ver exacted more than was reaſonable, and have you 


not detained that from another that was his juſt due? 


I know, Father, that you ask me this queſtion becauſe 
you ſee me lodge in an Houſe with Uſurers, but for my 
part 1 have no concerns with them, and come here 
only to perſuade them to leave off ſo wicked and ſcan- 
dalous a way of living, and queſtion not in the leaſt 
to have ſucceeded, if it had not pleaſed God to afflict me 


with this ſickneſs. My Father leaving me a plentiful 
Fortune, I diſpoſed of the greateſt part of it to Cha- 
ritable Uſes, and betoqk my ſelf to drive a ſmall Trade 
to maintain my ſelf, and relieve the poor of Chriſt. | 
I cannot indeed ſay but I have been deſirous of Gain, | 
but I always gave one half to the Poor, and kept the 
other for my own neceſſary occaſions, and God hath ſo 
bleſt me that my Affairs have always proſpered. You 7 
have done very well, replies the Confeſſor, but how | 
often have you been tranſported with Paſſion and An- 


ger? Very often indeed ſays the Penitent, but who 
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could forbear ? ſeeing the degeneracy of mankind, who 


I violate the Commandments of God, and are not kept 


in awe by. his Judgments. I have often ſaid; to my 
ſelf, I could chooſe rather not to be; than to ſee youth 
run after vanity, ſwear and forſwear, negle& going to 


Church, haunt Taverns, and in a. word to prefer the 


ways of the World before thoſe of God. This Paſſion 
is very commendable, ſays the Friar, and I muſt not en- 
joyn you any Penance for it; but tell me hath not rags 
at any time provoked you to murther any one, or ta 
utter any indecent expreſſions, or injure any Perſon 2 
How can you, holy Father, who ſeem to me to be a very 
pious Man, talk at this rate? Do you think that God 


would have ſuffered me to live fo long upon the face 


of the earth, if I had ſo much as once entertained a 
thought of committing any one of thoſe crimes you = 


mention ? Theſe are the Actions of Robbers and Vil- 


lains, a fort of Wretches that I could never ſee with- 
out putting up my Prayers to God for their Converſion, 
God bleſs you again, my dear Child, replies the good 


old Father, but did you never bear falſe Witneſs againſt 


any one, or malicioufly and falſly aſperſe them, or 
take away that from any perſon that properly be- 
longed to them? Yes, Reverend Father, replies the Pe- 
nitent, I have ſpoken ill of another. I had once a 
Neighbour, who being void of all ſhame, would often 
beat his Wife; I had much compaſſion for this poor 


Woman, who was ſure to be uſed ſeverely when ever 


her Husband got Drunk, and I did indeed give him an 
ill Character to his Parents. But, ſays the Cordelier, 


iſt. you have been a Merchant, did you never cheat any 


body, as is very common with them? Reverend Fa. 


ther, I do not know what it is: I can only ſay this, that 

7 once ſelling a Man ſome Cloth upon truſt, one day 
when he brought me the money, I put it into a Bag 
without telling it: a month afterwards, when I cold ic 


over, I found four pence too much, but not being abl. 
to find the Qwner to reſtore them to him, after I had 
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Þ$ kept them a whole year, I gave them to the Paar, 
This is a meer crifle ſays the Father, and you did yer 
well to diſpoſe of them after that manner. The go 
Friar put many other ſuch Queſtions to his Penitent, 
which he anſwered much after the ſame rate. Juſt as 
he was about to Abſolve him; Chapeles ſays, 1 have 
committed one fin which I have not 5 L re- 
member 1 had my Houſe made clean on a Feſtival, | 
and have not had that due Veneration for Fu day as I 
ought. This is a ſmall matter, wy Son, replies _- Con- 

| feffor. My dear Father don't ſay fo, ſays the Peni- 
tent, Sunday is 2 day that ought to be kept holy, be. 

' Cauſe it was that day on which our Sayiour rale from 
the dead. Have you done nothing elſe my Son, ſays 

iu the Cordelier ? Yes, I once inconſiderately ſpit in the 
Church of God. The hofy Father ſmiling, ſaid, this 
bot a thing that deſerves to be Confeſſed, my Son, 
F we our ſelves ſpit there every day. You do very Iin 


0 doing, replies the Penitent, for there is nothing F. 
ought to be kept more pure than the Temple of God ga 
where we offer our Sacrifices. In ſhor he told him a 
thouſand things of the ſame nature, and as he could 

gh and weep when he pleaſed, at laſt he fell a wegp- 
ing and groaning Then the Father asked him if be fp 

had any thing elfe that lay upon his Conſcience. Yes, m. 
anſwers Chapelet, there is one ſin that I never confeſſed pi 

in my whole life, 1 am ſtruck with ſuch horror that I 


1x4 cannot tell it, and can never remember jt but with Ago- } 
mae of forrow, and am afraid that God will never ſor- & 
=. Fgiveit. Do not think ſo in the leaſt my Son, replies 
the Confeſſor, If you were guilty of all the figs that 
ever were committed in the Wor d ſince its Creation, 
the goodneſs and mercy of God is ſo great, that vpon J 
the 


ſuch a Confefſion and Repentance as yours is, they 1 
would all be forgiven you; tell me then boldly what it 
F Father, ors Chapel, ſhedding abundance : 
Tears, my ſim is ſo hainous that I altogether deſpair of 
Pardon, unleſs you affiſt me, and move God by your 
„ Ik LIES * 1 . 2 1 Prayers, 
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Prayers; then he wept and cantinued filent ſome time. 
And whilſ the Friar exhorted him to diſcharge his 
Conſcience» he fetch'd a deep figh, and ſaid, in re- 

ard you promiſe to intercede with God for me, I will 
Filcloſe it to you. When 1 was a little Child I Curſt 
my Mother; and then pours out a flood of Tears. Do 


e vou think, my Son, ſays the Father, that this ſin is ſo 


very hainous ? Men daily blaſpheme God, and he up- 
on Repentance Pardons them; doubt not in the leaſt 
but he will forgive you this Offence? Leave off your 
Tears, be of good comfort, and reſt aſſured that if 
you had been one of thoſe that Crucified our Saviour, 
even that fin would be forgiven you upon ſuch Repen- 
tance as is found in you. What ſay you Father, re- 
ples the Penitent? To Curſe my good Mother that 


is Bore me nine months in her Womb, and ſuckled me 


many an hundred times at her Breaſt, is ſo great a ſin 


in that I ſhall periſh if your Prayers do not ſave me. The 
Friar, ſeeing his Penitent had nothing more to ſay, 
d pave him his BenediQion, and Abfolved him; and as 


he did not in the leaſt doubt, but what he ſaid was true, 

d ſo he thought him to be the moſt holy Man alive. And 

who could have queſtioned it, hearing a dying Man 

{peak ſo 2 By Gods aſſiſtance, ſays he, my Son you 

may Recover; but if it ſhall pleaſe him to take mY | 
pos and well-diſpoſed Soul to himſelf, do you think 

it that your Body ſhould be interred in our Convent? 


o- © Reverend Father, I ſhould be much troubled if it ſhould 
r- be otherwiſe diſpoſed of, ſays the fick Man, becauſe 
ies you have promiſed to pray to God for me, and alſo be- 
nat cauſe I always had a particular reſpe& for your Order. 
„„ All chat I requeſt of you is, that as ſoon as you come 
oh to the Convent you will order the ſacred Body of our 
Lord, which you Conſecrated this morning, to be 


brought to me. I indeed acknowledge that I am un- 


of © worthy, but I intend with your permiſſion to receive 


it, and afterwards Extreme Unction; that though I 
| haye been a great Sinner in my life, I may die a good 
NOR NR or RP r OF REO, Chriſtian, 
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Chriſtian, The holy Man commended his Zeal, and 
aſſured him it ſhould be as he defired, which he ac m 
cordingly performed. T 
The two Brothers, who were very jealous leſt C 
Chepelet ſhould impoſe upon them, had poſted them- foi 
ſelves ſo near as / to hear every word, and were often as 
ready to burſt to hear what he ſaid tothe Confeſſor; but pe 
containing themſelves within bounds, ſaid one to the he 
other, what a ſtrange ſort of Man is this, whom neither ap 
Age, Sickneſs, the fear of Death, nor the terror of 8a 
God's Judgments, before whoſe Tribunal he is juſt Yup 
ready to appear, are ſufficient to deter from dying on 
as he lived. But in regard they found that he was hit 
to be buried, they were not ſolicitous about any thing his 
elſe. After he had received the Sacraments, he died ate 
the ſame day towards the Evening. I 
All things being provided for his Funeral, they ac- we 
quainted the Cordeliers, who came that night, ac- w⸗ 
cording to -Cuſtom, to Pray for the Soul of the De- Ying 
parted, and the next day he was interred with great ag 
Ceremony. The Friar who was his Confeſſor, under- br: 
ſtanding that he was dead, went to the Prior of the rej 
Convent to aſſemble a Chapter, and informed the So- an 
ciety of Chapelet's Sartftity, and commending his Con- St. 
feſſion, intimated that he hoped God would work many da 
Miracles by him; and that it was his Opinion his Bo- vo 
dy ought to be received with a great dealof Reverence 
and Devotion: to all which the Prfor and the reſt fer 
conſented. Night being come, they went to the place 
where the Deceaſed lay, and ſung the Great and So- 
lemn Vigils. The next day, being clothed in all their | 
Formalities, with Books in their Hands, and the Crofs | 
carried before them, they returned ſinging, and brought 
this moſt happy Corps, with much Solemnity, to their 
Church, being followed by moſt of the Inhabitants of F= 
the City of both Sexes. Fr EEE ö 
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nd When the Body was in the Church, his Confeſſor 


2c EY mounts the Pulpit-to make his Funeral Sermon. He 
tells wonderful things of his Death, Life, Faſtings, 
ft ' Chaſtity, Simplicigy , Innocence and Sanity, and 
n- forgot not to remark on that which he had Confeſſed 
en Yas lis moſt hainous Sin, and the great pains he took to 
ue perſuade him that God could Pardon him; from whence 
he he took occaſion to reprove his Auditors, who were 
er apt to blaſpheme God, his Mother, and the bleſſed 
of Saints, on the ſlighteſt occaſion. He amplified ſo well 
iſt upon his Probity and Fidelity, and gained ſo much up- 
ng on his Hearers, that they thought it but juſt to render 
as him Divine Honours; every one preſſed forward to kiſs 
ug his Hands and Feet; his Funeral Cloths were immedi- 
ed ately torn to pieces, and every one thought himſelf 
happy, that could get but the leaſt bit of them. They 
q vere all deſirous to ſee him, and upon that account he 
was expoſed to view all that day. The night follow- 
ing he was buried in a Marble Tomb: The day after 
J a great Concourſe of People came to Worſhip him, and 
bring Wax Candles, and make Vows to him. The 
report of his Sanctity ſpread fo far, that there was hardly _ 
any ſick Perſon that would Vow to any other Saint than 
St. Chapelet, They aſſerted God had done, and every 
y day did many Miracles for the relief of thoſe who de- 

youtly vowed to him. 8 
Thus Cbapelet du Prat, the moſt wicked Wretch that 

ſt Fever lived, was eſteemed a Saint after his/death. - 
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* NOVEL AH tl 
| A Few at the earneft Requeſt of one of hu Friends, goes 
being (hcked af 


fan Faris % Rome, «nd | at the [can- 
Aula Lives of the Clergy, returns to Paris and turns 
FT Here lived at Pars, one Framat de Chevigni, 2 
-&: _ Dealer in wrought Silk; a ſincere, good, 
and juſt Man, an intimate Friend of a rich Few, 
called Abrabaw, a Merchant, and a Man of great Pro- 
bity. Feammat being well acquainted with his good 
Qualities, was much troubled that ſuch a Man ſhould 
_ eternally periſh, and therefore begg'd of him to re- 
nounce the Errors of the Jewiſh, and embrace the true 
_ Ehriſtian Religion. The Few anſwered he was Opt: 
nion that no Religion was ſo good and holy as the 
| 5 jb, and that being horn in it, he was reſolved to 
we and die in the ſame, and that nothing could per- 
ſuade him to alter his Reſolutions. Nn 


Feat was ſtill very preſſing with him, and repre- 
ſented to him that the Chriſtian Religion had much 


the preference, even among Merchants. Although 
the Few was very learned in his own Law, neverthe- 
leſs the friendſhip he bore. him, or more probably the 
words wherewith the Spirit of God inſpired him; fo 
- wrought upon the Jew, that whereas before he was 


very opiniative, he now began to liſten to his Argu- 


ments. The Few, at length overcome by the conti- 
nual ſolicitations of his Friend, ſays to him one day: 
You would have me turn Chriſtian; I conſent, on 
eondition that I firſt go to Rome to ſee him whom you 
call Gods Vicar General on Earth; to obſerve his, and 
the Cardinals way of living; and if by what I fee by 
them, and what you tell me, I can be conyinced that 
2 l Jour 
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and ſays to himſelf, I though | had converted this 
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| and the informations he received from othets, that from 
the higheſt to the loweſt they were all a very looſe ſore 


NO EL 7 7 
out Rekgien is better than mine, as you would per- 
ad me Iwill turn. Chriſtian; if not, I will remain a 
ew 1 4 1 | | + e 3 | 
: Feat underſtanding this, ra very diſconſolate; 
t 


Man, but I find I have loft my pour. If he goes to 
Nome and ſees the LicentiouſneFof the Clergy there, 
he'll be fo far from being a Chriſtian; that it ill more 
firmly eftabliſh him in his own way. Pray, dear Friend; 
fays he, ſave the Charge and Trouble of this Journey; 
| will be very hazardous for a rich Man, as you are, 
to Travel either by Land or Sea. Do you believe that 
you ean find no body here that wif Baptize you? And 
if you have any doubts concerning the Chriſtian Faith, 
where can you find more eminent Doctors to conſult 
than at Pars ? In my Opinion your Journey is altoge- 
ther unneceſſary. You may rationally conclude that 
the Prelats at Rome are like thoſe here, or rather bet- 
ter, as being nearer to the Univerſal Paſtor. Believe 
me then, and defer this Journey co another time, and 
it may be that I may go along with you. I am willing to 
believe all that you ſay, ſays he, but to make ſhort of 
the buſineſs, I will not change my Religion until I have 
gone this Journey. Jeannot ſeeing him ſo obſtinate, 
ays you may do as you pleaſe; but concluded in him- 
ſelf he had loſt his Profelice. | | 
He took Horſe and rode to Rowe with all Expedition; 
he was very kindly received by the Few: of that City, 
and during his abode there, he made it his buſineſs to ob- 


ſerve the Pope's, Cardinals, Prelats, and the other Cour- 


tiers, way of living, without diſcovering the occaſion 
of his Journey: and as he was very quick of appre- 
henſion, he ſoon perceived by his own obſervations, 


of People, given up to all forts of ſins both common 
and unnatural; and that the only way to procure any 
thing conſiderable, was by making application co 
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hotes and Boys. He allo remark d that they were 
generally Gluttons, Drunkards, and like brute Beafts ; 
more ſolicitous'for their Bellies than any thing elſe, Ob- 
ſerving further; he found them all ſs very Covetous, 
and ſuch Lovers of Money, that N not only 
ſell and buy Man's blood in general; but alſo the blood 
of Chriſtians and ſacred things of what ſort ſoever, 
whether Sacrifices or Benefices, of which they drove | 
as gteat a Trade as they do of ſelling Cloth and other 
Goods at Par. They give the name of Negotiation | 
to palpable Simony, and called the higheſt Debauches 
the modeſt term of ſupporting the Body; as if God 
did not know the ſignification of words, and was igno- 
rant of the moſt ſecret intentions of Mens wicked 
Hearts; or like Men, was to be impoſed on by the 
name of things. The Few being a Sober and Modeſt 
Man, was confounded with theſe remarks we have re- 
lated, and many others, not fit to be made publick ; | 
and thinking he had ſeen enough, reſolved to return to 
Para. Where being arrived, it was not long before his 
Friend Jeannot went to ſee him. Many Complements 
Paſſed betwixt them, and after ſome. days Repoſe, he 
ask d him what he thought of our Holy Father, the Car- 
dinals, and the other Courtierss The Few preſently * 
replied, I do not know whether I have paſſed a right mn 
judgment on what I have ſeen and heard ; but I muſt} 
make bold to tell you, that I have ſeen neither Sanctity, 
Devotion, nor, in one word, any thing of good in any 
of the Clergy. But on the contrary ſo much Glurttony, 
Avarice, Luxury, &c. that the Court of Rome ſeems to 
me rather to ape the Devil, than imitate God: ſo that 
I conceive that your Pope, and all his Dependents, 
who oughtto be the Protectors and Supporters of the 
Chriſtian Religion, take a great deal of pains to rain} 
and deſtroy it. wy 561 al. 
But in regard I ſee that they do not ſucceed, but on 
the contrary your Religion flouriſhes, and every da 
grows more reſplendent ; I am intirely convinced, tha 
| un 1 
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it is the moſt ſacred of all Religions, and that the holy 
2 Irit is its true Protector; ſo that I am now more 
- han ever determined to be a Chriſtian.” Let us then 
2] | go tp Church that I may be Baptized into your holy 
Faith. TFearner, who expected the quite contrary, was 
| raviſhed to hear him ſay ſo. He conducted him to the 
Church of Notredame, was his Godfather, had him 


i Baptized, called him Jean Feannot, and took a great 
VE | | - a * 
er (deal of care to have his new Convert well inſtructed, 
4 who made a great proficiency in a little time, and 
es Was afterwards a Man of very exemplary Piety. 
o- 2 5 1 whe 
= oY: Da... T 


eſt 4 Few of Alexandria preſerved bimſelf from a Snare 
| that Saladin bad laid for him, by telling bim an inge- 


niom Story, © 


Aladin was fo great and valiant a Man, that his Va- 
LJ lour not only advanced him to be Soldan of Baby- 
os; but alſo got him many Victories over the Chriſti- 
ans and Saracent. This Prince having (ſeveral Wars to 

maintain, and living alſo very magnificently, found his 
Treaſures very much exhauſted. Extraordinary matters 
happening, he had prefling Occaſions for Money, 
and not knowing how to raiſe it, thought at laſt of a 
rich Few named Melcbiſedek, who let out Money to 
Intereſt at Alexandria; and was of Opinion that he 
could ſupply him; but knowing him to be very cove- 
tous, he believed he would not do it voluntarily, and 
"the Seldan was unwilling to force him. Being preſſed 


by Neceflity, and having a great mind that the Few 
ſhould furniſh him with what he wanted, he was ad- 
Nviſed to do it, under a colourable pretence. He ſends 
for him, receives him very courteouſly, makes him fic 
down by him, and ſays, I am informed that you are 5 

. wile 


1 Anberit all his Eſtate, and be reſpected as the Head of | 
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indeed was 4 very prudent Man, foon di 
ne ſhould be caught if he preferred either Religion be- 


wealthy Man, who befides other precious things, had 


| de their due. But upon refuſal on all ſides, each produce 
His Ring. In ſhote, they were all fo like, that it was 


Inherit. My Lord, It is the ſame thing with reſpedl 


* 


6 | Boceace's Novels. 5 
wiſe Man, and very knowing in matters of Religiotf 
Which of all theſe three do you think to be che beſt 
che Leut sas ect te? The Few, E 

f cerned the 
Snare that was laid for him, and very well foreſavy that 


fore the other. The Queſtion, ſays he, that you ask 
me, My Lord, is very curious; but before you com- 
mand me to declare my Opinion, permit me to tell 
you this Story. I remember I have heard of a rich and | 


a Ring of great value, and being proud of being Pol- 
ſeſſor of ſo rare a Jewel, left it to his Poſterity as 2 
Monument of his great Riches, ad ordered by his 
Will, chat which foever of his Male Children, after his 

death, ſhould be found poſſeſſed of this Ring; ſhould | 


the Family. In proceſsof time, the Ring paſſed through 
many Hands, at laſt it came to one who had three g 
Sons, equally Courteous, Wiſe, and Obedient to their , 
Father; who alſo loved them all alike, and as each of 
them knew the Conſequence of the Ring, ſo each of 
them made their particular Applications to their Father 
to have it beſtowed on them. The good Man who had 
promiſed every one of them, and knew not in favour 
of whom to determine, contrives a way to 11 all .: 
three, To effect this, he gets an excellent Arti to 
make two other Rings, ſo like the firſt that the true one 
could not be diſtinguiſh d from the Counterfeits, Every] 
one had his Ring. The Father dies. Each of them en- 
deavour to get in Poſſeſſion of the Eſtate, and expect 
that Reſpect to be paid them, which they ſuppoſed to 


impoſſibſe to 5 2 75 che true one: they went to Lau 
for the Eſtate, and it remains yet undecided who ſhall 


to the three Religions given by God the Father to _ 
| | | | wheel 


NOVE L IV ix 
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three Nations you have mentioned. Every one be- 


lieves that he is the Heir of God, has his true Laws, 
and obeys his Commandments; but which is iti Poſſeſ- 


ſion was never yet determined. Saladin ſeeing that the 
Few had avoided the Net that was ſpread for him, tells 
him of his Neceſſities, and deſires his Aſſiſtance, telling 
him alſo, that he had a Deſign to have compelled him, 
if his diſcreet Anſwer had not prevented him. The 
Few brought him what he defired. Saladin repaid him, 
loved him, and afterwards maintained him very honour- 
ably at his own Court. 71 7501 


— 
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NOVEL IV. 


A Monk baving committed a great Sin, eſcaped the Puniſh- 


ment be deſerved, by a genteel Recrimination on bis 
Abbot. 51 7 1 


J F was formerly in the Countries that are De- 


pendents on Lunigiana (which are not far diſtant 


ore from ours) a Monaſtery where the Monks obſerved a 


he more ſtrict and ſevere Diſcipline than they do now 


i aAdays. 


Amongſt others there was a young Monk there, 


Y whoſe Vigour neither Faſting, nor other Corporal Se- 


verities could abate. One day about Noon, at the ſame 
time when the reſt were aſleep, he went to walk round 


e their Church, which is in a very ſolitary place ; there 


was] 
EN 
hall 
ped 
| che 


'E accidentally he met a brisk jolly Girl, Daughter to a 
neighbouring Farmer, that had been gathering ſome 
Herbs. He no ſooner ſaw her but was very deſirous to 
be better acquainted with her; he goes up to her, ac- 


coſts her, and ſucceeds ſo well, that immediately he 
conducts her to his Chamber before any body did ſee 
them. Whilſt, full of tranſport, he was diverting him- 
ſelf with her, without a 8 precaution, uy 

"a4 
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Abbot was got up; walking about, happening to go bY 
B this Lover's Door heard a noiſe, and crept ſoftly to it, 
the better to diſtinguiſh the Voice. No fooner had 
laid his Ear to the Door, but he immediately diſco- 
vered it was a Womans Voice. At firſt he had a mind 
to make him open his Door, but upon ſecond Thoughts 
he judged it better to return without making any diſtur- 

bance, and tarry till the Monk came out. Although he 
was very buſie with his Miſtreſs, yet he was ſuſpicious. 
of ſome ill Accident or other, and imagining he heard | 
ſome body treading about his Door, peeping through 
a ſmall Chink, he plainly ſaw that the Abbot was 
liſtening, and did not queſtion but he had ſeen his Mi- 
ſtreſs. The Monk kitwing it would be a dear Bar- 
gain for him, was very melancholy, but concealed it 
from the Wench, and conſiders of an Expedient to clear 
himſelf of this Affair; and as there is nothing more in- 
genious than Love and Neceſſity, ſo he ſoon found out 
a Project that ſucceeded according to his deſire. Pre- 
tending that he could tarry no longer with her; I muſt 
go (lays he leaving her) and will contrive ſome way that 
I may convey you out without being ſeen ; therefore be 
very ſtill till 1 return. He goes out, locks the Door, th: 
Does directly to the Abbots Chamber, and gives him the | 
Keys, as is cuſtomary when any of them go abroad 
out of the Convent. With a ſmiling Countenance, Q 
he ſays, my Reverend Father, I could not get all my Cc 
Wood home this Morning, if you pleaſe to give me e. 
leave, I will go now to fetch thereſt, 
Inſtead of going into the Wood, the yeung Monk NM. 
hid himſelf in a place where he could eaſily ſee who 
went into his Chamber. The Abbot was in ſuſpence 
What to do; at firſt he had a mind to take all the other 
Monks with him, and ſhew them the Girl ſhut up there. 
But he conſidered, that perhaps ſne might be of a good 
Family, and that this could not be done without ſcanda- 
lizing the old, and tempting the young Monks; he 
reſolved therefore to go to her alone to diſcover the 
5 PIES = (OY | way 
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him, The good Abbot being willing that ſhe ſhould 
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way that this Monk had taken to debauch her, and then 


e ho to puniſh him. He goes very ſoftly 
to the Apartment, opens the Door, and ſhuts it after 
him; the Girl ſeeing him, was in a great Conſternati- 
on, and fell a weeping. The young Monk, who lay 
likning; took this for a good Preſage, but reſolved to 
continue ſtill attentive, to obſerve the Abbots depart- 
ment, whnlſt he tarried the 1 Fe 90 
Opportunity is a very ſtràange thing, and it is not 
eaſie to be withſtood as EG imagine. For al- 
though chis Girl was not in the leaſt Handſome, but 
much Sun - burnt; yet ſhe had a youthful Air, which is 
the greateſt Alarm that belongs to the Sex; and be- 
ſides a fort of ſurprizing and pleaſing way, which can't 
well be expreſſed. Beſides, who is ignorant that Tears 
oſten ſoften the hardeſt Hearts? This good Abbot, 
although one ſhould have thought that his amorous days 


| had been over, being paſt Sixty, found himſelf ſoon 


overcome by che Object before him; and as he came 
in with a very auſtere Countenance, he began to looł 
more Pleaſant, and Comfort her; ſaying, he knew 


| that ſhe was Seduced, and aſſured her that no harm 


ſhould come unto her,becauſe ſhe was not in the fault. He 
asks her Name, who were her Parents, and pur ſo many 
Queſtions to her, that the Poor Girl imagined ſhe was at 
Confeſſion, and that ſhe muſt give an account of her 
very Dreams, and all that ſhe had done from her In- 
fancy. At laſt he comes to what related to the young 
Monk, and inquires into ſo many Circumſtances, with 


| ſo ſerious an Air, that the preſently imagined that ig 


would not be long before he would have occaſion for a 
better Abſolution, than what he was at preſent about to 
give her. We may eaſily imagine that being neither 
Iron nor Adamant, ſhe could not hold out long; and 
alſo being affected with a doſible Shame for what ſhe 


| had done before, and what ſhe was now going to do, 


ſo confounded her that ſhe was not able to look upon 
FH 


take 
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Abbot was got up; walking about, happening to go by 7 
this Lover's Door heard a noiſe, and crept ſoftly to it, n 
the better to diſtinguiſh the Voice. No ſooner had he t 
laid his Ear to the Door, but he immediately diſco- tc 
vered it was a Womans Voice. At firſt he had a mind hi 
to make him open his Door, but upon ſecond Thoughts oc 
he judged it better to return without making any diſtur- 2 lil 
bance, and tarry till the Monk came out. Although he co 
was very buſie with his Miſtreſs, yet he was ſuſpicious m 
of ſome ill Accident or other, and imagining he heard i © 
ſome body treading about his Door, peeping through ea 
a ſmall Chink, he plainly ſaw that the Abbot Was * [Thi 
liſtening, and did not queſtion but he had ſeen his Mi- un 
ſtreſs. The Monk kmwpwing it would be a dear Bar- itte 
gain for him, was very melancholy, but concealed it fi 
from the Wench, and conſiders of an Expedient to clear We 
himſelf of this Affair; and as there is nothing more in- O 
genious than Love and Neceſſity, ſo he ſoon found out alt. 
a Project that ſucceeded according to his deſire. Pre- hac 
tending that he could tarry no longer with her; I muſt Yve 
go (lays he leaving her) and will contrive ſome way that n! 


= 
51 , 
1 
— 
* 
Ba 77 N 
2 


I may convey you out without being ſeen ; therefore bono 
very ſtill till I return. He goes out, locks the Door, Tha 


goes directly to the Abbots Chamber, and gives him the uc 
Keys, as is cuſtomary when any of them go abroad ses 
out of the Convent. With a ſmiling Countenance, Que 
he ſays, my Reverend Father, I could not get all my. Ol 
Wood home this Morning, if you pleaſe to give me er) 
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Monks with him, and ſhew them the Girl ſhac up there 

But he conſidered, that perhaps ſhe'might'be of a goodffen 
Family, and that this could not be done without ſcanda- 
lizing the old, and tempting the young Monks; bed 
reſolved therefore to go to her alone to diſcover the. & 
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t, way that this Monk had taken to debauch her, and then 
e rn to puniſh him. He goes very ſoftly 
>. to the Apartment, opens the Door, and ſhuts it after 
id him; che Girl ſeeing him, was in a great Conſternati- 
ts on, and fell a weeping. The young Monk, who lay 
r- & liſtning, took this for a good Preſage, but reſolved to 
ae continue ſtill attentive, to obſerve the Abbots depart- 
us ment, whilſt he tarried the he ng yt 1 

rd Opportunity is a very ſtrange thing, and it 15 not ſo 
zh eaſie to be withſtood as we may imagine. For al- 
chough chis Girl was not in the leaſt Handſome, but 
much Sun - burnt; yet ſhe had a youthful Air, which is 
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it ſides a fort of ſurprizing and pleaſing way, which can't 
ar well be expreſſed. Belides, who is ignorant that Tears 
mn oſten ſoften the hardeſt Hearts? This good Abbot, 
although one ſhould have thought that his amorous days 
te. had been over, being paſt Sixty, found himſelf ſoon 
Pvercome by che Object before him; and as he came 


a In with a very auſtere Countenance, he began to look 
more Pleafant, and Comfort her; ſaying, he knew 
That ſhe was Seduced, and aſſured her that no harm 
hould come unto her, becauſe ſhe was not in the fault. He 
slk her Name, who were her Parents, and put ſo many 
Queſtions to her, that the Poor Girl imagined ſhe was at 
onfeſſion, and that ſhe muſt give an account of her 
er) Dreams, and all that the had done from her In- 
Fancy. At laſt he comes to what related to the young 
nk Monk, and inquires into ſo many Circumſtances, with - 
ho J ſerious an Air, that fhe preſently imagined that ig 
ict vould not be long before he would have occaſion for a 
ner Petter Abſolution, than what he was at preſent about to 
re. Rive her. We may eaſily imagine that being neither 
od ron nor Adamant, ſhe could not hold out long; and 
ga lſo being affected with a doſible Shame for what ſhe 
hel had done before, and what ſhe was now going to do, 
the e confounded her that ſhe was not able to look upon 
um, The good Abbot _— willing that ſhe ſhould 
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, take 
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take Courage and Countenance,firſt throws himfelr up- p 
on the young Monks Bed, pretending that he had ſeen . 
ſomething that was ſurprizing, calling her as if he 
wanted help, takes her by the Hand, and pulling her j 
to him very amorouſly, gave her opportunity to under- . 


ſtand his meaning · The young Monk, who all this V 
- while lay concealed, that he might not doubt of any tr 
thing that paſſed in his Chamber, peep'd in at a little 
Chink which no body but himſelſ knew. There he ſav 
the young Girl toying with the Abbot in ſuch a manner, 
that he found he had offered no Violence to her. He 
goes away to fetch his Wood home very well pleaſed 
The good Abbot after this long ſtay in the Chamber 4 
thought convenient to retire, having firſt enjoyn'd the 
Girl Secreſie, and promiſes to return ſpeedily to convey # 
her out of the Convent but upon his arrival at his 
own Apartment he contrives a thing both Cruel and 
unjuſt; to commit the young Monk to Priſon that he 
might enjoy his Miſtreſs without a Rival. As ſoon aj 
he was returned, he ordered him to be called to him, to 
and bid every one withdraw. Wretch (ſays he) you Ar 
know the Crime that you have committed in your , 
Chamber. If I ſhould do you Juſtice, I muſt bring you Pre 
to Publick and Condign Puniſhment. But that I may pre 
not bring a Scandal upon our Monaſtery, I ſhall only 
confine you Priſoner for a month, and yet during that 
time I will treat you extraordinary Civilly. The 
Monk very compoſedly anſwers, my Reverend Fa- 
ther, it is ſo ſhort a time that I have been of the Or- 
ger of St Benedict, that it muſt not be thought ſtrange, 
if I am not perfectly acquainted with all the Rule 
thereof, You have very well inſtructed me in the Obſer 
vation of Faſts and Vigils, but you never told me tha hon 
Monks ſhould give the Preeminence to Women, and that 
humble themſelves under them; but in regard youllhe 
Reverence hath lately given me an Example, I faith of t 
fully promiſe always to obſerve it; and upon this Con che 
ſideration, I beg you'll be pleaſed to pardon "_ fi 0 
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Fault. The Abbot could not forbear ſmiling; and ſo 

mutually Confefling to each other, what neither could 
conceal, they conſidered of two things as worthy of 
their great Prudence. The firſt how to convey the 
= Wench ſpeedily away, and then if they ſhould happen 
- eo light on her again how to get her in with Secreſie, 
which is the moſt conſiderable thing in ſuch fort of In- 
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A Entertainment made of Hens, and ſome ingenious Diſ- 
= courſe cured the King of France of that diſhonourable 
Love, wherewith the Fame of the Beauty of the Mar- 
chioneſs of Montferrat had inſpired him. 5 


HE Marqueſs of Montferrat was a Valiant and 

+. Wiſe Commander ; who being Standard-Bearer 
to che Church, was obliged to go over Sea with the 
Army the Chriſtians ſent for the Conqueſt of the Holy 
Land. One day when they were Diſcourſing of his 
Proweſs at the Court of Philip le Borgne, who was alſo” 

Preparing for an Expedition into the Holy Land, a 
ZFCourrtier ſaid in the Kings preſence that there was not 
hat ſuch a compleat Couple in the whole World as the Mar- 
Hueſs and his Lady; for as the Marqueſs was juſtly Ce- 
Fa · lebrated for his Valour and Honour, ſo was his Lady for 
Or- her Beauty and Wiſdom. Theſe words ſo much affected 


le ionately in Love with her. He having never ſeen her, 
ler reſolved to Embark at Genoua, that ſo he might have an 
ha honourable Pretence to Vifit her, perſuading himſelf 
and that in her Husbands abſence he ſhould obtain what 
ouhe deſired of her. When he was within a days Journey 
trot the place where ſhe was, he ſent her word that on 


& he Morrow he intended to come and Dine with her 
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Reception A long while ſhe could not imagin why | 
ſo great a Monarch ſhonld come to ſee her, knowing 
that her Husband was from Home; but after ſome | 
Conſideration, ſhe began to think that the Fame of E 


pleaſantly” replied that ſhe eſteemed it a. very great 


V ” 


and would endeavour to give him, a ſuitable 
A ſ 


her Beauty was the occaſion of, this Viſit. * She being 0 


of a noble Spirit as well as Vertuous, ſhe reſolved to h 
Entertain him as magnificently as ſhe could. To that 0 
end ſhe ſummoned all the Gentlemen that were then h 


in her Country, to conſult them about what was ne. 


ceſſary for his Reception; but ſhe reſolved to have the 
intire management of the Feaſt herſelf. She bought 
all the Hens in the Country, and ordered the Cooks 
to make a great many Diſhes of them without adding 
any thing elſe; but to manage things ſo, that they might 
not be perceived. The next day the Ring comes, and 
was very hohourably received; he found her to exceed 1 
what Report had ſaid concerning her, and her excellent 

Qualities encteaſed the Flame of his Love. The King ar 
retired to Repoſe himſelf, in the Apartment that was fit 


provided ſor him, and Dinner time being come, his 18 
Majeſty and the Marchioneſs ſate at one Table, and fo 


their Attendants at others, according to their reſpective aft 
Qualities. The King was ſerved with plenty of Diſhes, do 
and excellent Wine of all ſorts; but nothing pleaſed w. 
him like the fight of the Marchioneſs. But obſerving Ii 
that there was only one Meſs at a time, and that all of for 
them were Hens dreſſed different ways, he began to eve 
be ſurprized; for being well acquainted with the Coun- no 


Wild- Fowl and Veniſon, having a days notice. Turning hin 


to her with. a pleaſant Countenance, ſays, Madam have fie 


you only Hens, and no Cocks in this Country? The 5 Pei 


Marchioneſs well underſtanding his Intentions, was yes 


glad of ſo happy an opportunity to diſcover to him that the 
ihe knew his Deſigu. Says, No my Lord, but the o 
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1 Women are the ſame here as they are in other places; 


#4 
EF? 


chough they may be diſtinguiſh'd by their Habits or 
Titles. The King by her Anſwer apprehending the 
meaning of his Treat of Hens, and the defign of her 
words, wiſely thought it fruitleſs to make any further 
attempts, but better to conceal his Paſſion; and fo 
ended Dinner without ſaying any thing more to her 
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on that Subject, and ſo deſpairing of Succeſs purſued 
his Journey to Genoua, and to put a fair Conſtruction 
Jon his Viſit, he nobly rewarded the Marchioneſs for his 
honodurable Entertainment. 2 
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The Hypocrifie of the Monks reproved by 4 Feſt. 
ed HAT a Lay-Man once ſaid concerning the 


-m f \ Hypocriſie of the Monks, is not only pleaſant 
g and entertaining, but alſo praiſe worthy. Not long 
ſince a Minion Friar, a famous Inquiſitor, dwelt in our 
City, who though he made an external ſhew of Zeal 
for the Chriſtian Religion; yet was a better Inquiſitor 
23 after thoſe who were rich, than thoſe that held Hetero- 
dox Tenets. By chance he lit on one whoſe Purſe 
was better ſtored than his Head; who being one day 
= warmed with Wine, out of Simplicity, rather than 
for want of Religion, ſaid that he had as good Wine as 
ever God himſelf drank- This Inquiſitor ſoon had 
notice hereof, and knowing him to be very Rich, goes 
IJ forcibly Cum gladiis & fuſtibus, and proceeds againſt 
him, ae rather to drain his Purſe than to recti- 
ie his Judgment in matters of Faith. The accuſed 
Perſon was Cited, and asked if he had ſaid ſo; he ſays 
ves, and declares aſter what manner it was. Do you 
chen imagine (ſays he) that God is a Tipler and loves 
good Wine as you and other Drunkards, who run from 


C4 Tavern 
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Tavern to Tavern, do? You ſeem by your affected Hu- 
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* 
25 


mility to think that this is but a ſmall Fault; but you 
a⁊re quite miſtaken, for we ſhould but do you Juſtice, if 7 
we Condemn you to Fire and Faggot. Theſe words f 
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tous to free himſelf from the Penance that was im- ver 
poſed on him, being one Morning at Maſs heard theſe car 
words Sung; You lhall receive an hundred for one, and poſ- 

ſeſs eternal Life: They ſtuck with thim, and coming at alte 
Dinner time topreſent himſelf to the Inquiſitor, finding 
him ſat down at the Table, he asked him if he had 


been at Maſs ; he preſently anſwered, yes. Is there no- ple 
thing that you heard there that you doubt of, ſays the Mane 


Inquiſitor, and which you want to be explained to 
you? I firmly believe all chat I heard; but there was 
one thing ſaid that moves my Compaſſion for you and. 
your Brethren, when I think what will become of you bel 
in the other World. What's that, ſays the Inquiſitor ? Mw: 
hat place in the Goſpel, Father, where tis laid, you er 
hall receive an hundred for one. There's nothing more ie 
true, replies the Inquiſitor, but what is it that occaſi. 

1 . on 
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ns your Compaſſion? Ever ſince I have come to this 
Houſe, I have ſeen ſometimes one, ſometimes two 
f ettles of Broth, that had been left after you and your 
js Brethren have dined, given every day to the poor. 
>, Therefore, if for every Kettle that you have diſtributed 
oO» 


2, you ſhall receive an hundred, you will have ſo much 
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i- chat it will Drown you all. The whole Table fell a 
> Waughing, But the Inquiſitor, who well underſtood 
h Ichis to be a Satyr on the Hypocriſie of the Monks, 
of had a great mind to plague him, and form another 


„ Proceſs againſt him; but that he knew he was much 
er Iblamed for the former Sentence. 
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| NOVEL VII. 
The Covetonſneſs of Great Men genteelly Bantered. 


TD Eſides the Goods of Fortune, M. Can de le Scala 
D was one of the greateſt and moſt magnificent 
Lords that has been in Italy ſince the time of the Em- 
4 peror Frederick the Second. He deſigning to make a 


Frery ſplendid Entertainment at Verona, many Perſons 
ſe came from ſeveral places, and people of Quality of 

ll the beſt ſort, upon that account. All of a ſudden he 

altered his Reſolution, and diſmiſſed thoſe he had in- 
12 rited with a Gratification. One Bergamino was there, 
; ho was neither diſmiſſed nor gratified. He was fo 
. pleaſant and agreeable a perſon, talked fo well, and 
nd had ſuch ready facetious turns, that no body who 
never heard him could believe it. He was ſtill of opinion 
chat this Journey would turn to his Advantage; but 
1d M. Can de le Scala being informed that whatſoever was 
beſtowed upon him was intirely thrown away, tired him 
with Expectation, without ſaying any thing to him. 
ergamino ſeeing himſelf lighted, and that he run out 
rt che Inn for his Horſes and Equipage, began to be 
ery melancholy; yet reſolved to wait, thinking it not 
_ e | conye- 
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convenient to go away without taking his leave. Ho 
had three very rich Suits of Cloaths which perſons of % 
Quality had given him, to make him make a Figure at 
this Entertainment. And being already much in- ts, 
debted to his Landlord, who was importunate to be 


"a 


paid, he gave him one of them, a little time after ano- 
ther, and at laſt the third, being reſolved to ſee the pf 
event of this Adventure. He lived upon this laſt ſo long, Mr; 
till being, ons day ar Dinner wich 24. Con de te Scals, fr 
and appearing very diſconſolate, | he asked, rather to 4 7 
inſult over him, than to be diverted by his Anſwer, w. 
How comes it to paſs that you are ſo ſad? may not a A 
body know the cauſe of your Diſcontent ? Berg amino Ste 
preſently anſwered, and yet ſeemed to premeditate, to 
You know, my Lord, that Primaſſo the Grammarian Nc 
was eſteemed the moſt quick, and ready-witted Poet a 
of the Age: he having theſe Accompliſhments, ren 

dered him ſo famous, that there was no body but heard $1 
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To a bots. before it was Dinner time. He goes in, ob- 


of ſerves every thing, and caſting his Eyes upon the 


at Tables that were ſpread, and the great number of Meſ- 
Ne ſes that were to be ſerved ; he thought with himſelf that 
be Fame had been two penurious in the Character of his 
0- ificence; When it was Dinner time, the Steward 
he pf a Houſhold commanded that every one ſhould have 
2, vater brought him to waſh, and then fit down at the 
la, Table. It was Primaſſe's fortune to fit over againſt the 
to Door through which the Abbot came into the Hall. It 
as a Cuſtom that no Table ſhould be ſerved till the 

Abbot himſelf ſar down. All things being ready, the 
Steward of the Houſhold informed him, he might go 
„o Dinner when he pleaſed. The Abbot had no ſooner 
et his Foot on the Threſhold, but he ſaw a ſtrange 


his Servants if they knew him that ſat oppoſite to the 
Door. Every one ſaid no. Primeſſo was very hun- 


ng ſome Bread that he brought with him. Let him 
Eat his own if he has it, ſays the Abbot, for he ſhall 
have nothing of mine to eat. The Abbots deſign was 
hat Primaſſo ſhould have gone away on his own ac» 
cord, thinking it uncivil to bid him go. Primaſſo had 
Paten up his firft Loaf; and the Abbot not coming, he 
egins the ſecond, which was alſo told to the Abbot, 
ho had ſent again to ſee whether he was gone or not. 
After the ſecond, comes the third, which when the Ab- 
ng bot was informed of, recolle&ing himſelf, ſays, What 
c Wtrange new Conceit hath poſſeſſed me to day? Whence 
he proceeds this Covetouſneſs and Contempt? For theſe 
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roſity, humbly thanked him for his Favours; and re- $$ 
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Boccaces Novels. - = 
many years I have Entertained all Comers without 
diſtinction, whether Gentleman or Peaſant, Rich or 
Poor, Merchant or Fidler. Why then do I raiſe any 
Scruples concerning this Man? how comes this Cove- 
tous Fit upon me to grudge a poor Man a Meals Meat; 
he indeed appears like a Scoundrel, but he may be a 
Man of Merit, and very well deſerve my reſpec(e e? 
Upon this he ſent to enquire who he was, and found 
him to be Primaſſo. The Prelat, long before, having 
heard of the great Reputation he had, for being a 
learned Man, was extremely aſhamed of what he had / 
done; and to make him Recompence, ſhewed him 
all che eſpe imaginable, cloathed him as a Man of his 
Character If, 


ght to be, gave him an Horſe, and put 
Money in his Pocket; and left him to his liberty, ei- tl 
ther to tarry with him, or return back again to Paris. t 
Primaſſo being extremely pleaſed with the Abbot's Gene- 13 

de 


turned to Pars on Horſeback, from whence he came 

out on Foot. 44 Can de le Scala, who was a very ſen- tl 
fible Man, quickly apprehended Bergamino's mean- 
ing, and ſmiling, ſays, You have very Genteelly 

ſhown your Neceflity and Vertue, and expoſed my fo 
Covetouſneſs; What is it you expect from me? There's L 
no body, beſides your ſelf, could ever accuſe me of m 
Covertouſnels ; but I will acquit my ſelf by the Me- th 
thod you have ſhown me So he ſends and pays his he 
Debts, gives him one of bis beſt Suits of Cloaths, a 9 A 
Horſe and Money, and left it to his Choice whether 5 


ts go or ſtay. | g* 
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15 1 dovetous Men are always Contemptible; and theſe who 
= have any Sentiment: of Hononr, are always cured of 
tha Vice, when they are reprebended by Men of Merit. 


a Here lived in Genoua a Perſon who was eſteemed 
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little or nothing, Riches daily flowed in upon him. At 
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1 Lords; but may more juſtly be ſtiled Aſſes, being pro- 
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Antipodes to thoſe now adays. All the worthy Gen- 
tlemen of Genoua viſited Bourſier, and paid their Re- 
ſpects to him. After he had been ſome time there, 
hearing much of the Covetouſneſs of Ermino, he was 
very defirous to ſee him. Ermino had heard that Bour- 
er was a fine Gentleman; and as Covetous as he 
was, yet he had ſome ſparks of Generoſity ſtill left, 
and received him very honourably, and Entertained 
'L him with Diſcourſes on ſeveral Subjects. He ſhows 


* 


him a very Magnificent Houſe, which he had lately 


built; and after he had ſhown him every thing, he 
ſays, M. Guillaume, I would deſire you, that have oa 
= r- al 
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Hall. Boarſier, „ Ae e ridiculouſneſs of his Que- 
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fo much, to tell me of ſome curious Fancy that was 3” 
never yet performed, that 5 fit to be painted in this 
t 

ſtion, bad him have ſome body Sneezing painted there; . 
no body ever ſaw that yet. But would you that I ſhould 7 
tell of one, that in my Opinion, you never yet ſaw? 
With all my Heart ſays Ermiuo, who expected no ſuch ii 
Anſwer. Then ſays he, paint Laberality there. Er- 
mino was ſo abaſhed, that from thence forward he re- 
folved to change his way of living ; — 

Sir, ſays he, You ſhall ſee, that for the future, 1 
will behave my ſelf ſo, that no perſon ſhall have reaſon 
to reproach me that I have neither ſeen nor knowa 
Liberality. This Expreflion touch'd him ſo to the 
quick, and Had ſuch an influence on his mind, chat 


WW; 


he was always\afterwards the moſt Liberal and Gen- 
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teel Genoueſe of his time; no Man ſhewing more re.. 
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rs and his own Countrymen. 1 1 
5 | f | 4 | 4 a 
Tbe King of Cyprus i. and of Negligence in his Affairs, 3 4 


Word ſpoken by chance, and without deſign, 5 
vill have ſuch an effect upon ſome ſort of people, 


as Reproofs and Arguments cannot produce. Of 
which the preceding Novel is a fuffibient proof, and 
that which I am no going to relate is another. A Jeſt 
is never unprofitable, but when we have an Opinion ©, 
of the Speaker, we retain it the better.. ö 

In the time of che firſt King of Cyprus, after Godfrey of 


Bologn had Conquered the Holy Land, a Gaſcoipn Lady, ö 
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that went to viſit the Holy Sepulchre, at her return, 
travelling through Cypras, was very baſely uſed by i, . 
ſome Villains, into whoſe Hands ſhe had the misfortu 


ne 
to 
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So fall. She firſt complained thereof to the Magiſtrates 
S But finding no redreſs, reſolved to make her i rap 
on to the King himſelf. She was told it would be but 
Habour loſt, becauſe this Prince was ſo Effeminate and 
aint-hearted; that he not only negleRed to redrefs 
the Wrongs that were done to others; but tamely fuf- 
fered thoſe that were done to himſelf, That he was 
ſo weak, that whoſoever bore him any ill-will, might 
vent himſelf againſt him in the moſt barbarous and 
" paſſionate manner he pleaſed. Upon this information 
the Lady deſpaired of having Juſticedone her, reſolved, 
L Fhowever, to upbraid him for his Effeminacy and Sim- 
Ppůlicity. Sir, ſays ſhe to him, (appearing very Diſconſolate) 
come not to you with any expectation of Satisfaction 
for the Injuries I have received; but as an intire recom- 
U pence for them all, Tonly beg of your Majeſty to inform 
1- me how you do to ſuffer all thoſe Abufes that are put 
& "pon you; It may be that by your Example I may bear 
rhoſe Inſolencies offered me without any reſentment, 
Zvhich I would, if I could, willingly have ſeen practiſed 
upon your Majeſty ; becauſe your Patience is fo great. 
be King, who till then had been overwhelmed in 
ffeminacy and Puſillanimity; began to ſeem as if he 
ad been recovered out of a Trance, and firſt did the 
Lady ſtrict Juſtice; and then ever afterwards puniſhed 

ll hoſe that offended againſt the Honour and Dig- 
ity of his Crown, with che u*moſt Severity. | 
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A Phyſician of Bologn very Genteelly made # Lady 
Bluſh that would v ailly him for loving ber. 


S the Stars are the Ornaments of the Firmament 
ben the Air is Serene, and Flowers adorn the 
by N eadows in the Spring; ſo Jeſts, and agreeable — 

l | courſe 
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courſe are the Principal Matters in all Diverſions, and 
Converſation. Theſe Paſtimes of the Mind, which re. 
uire but few words, are more agreeable. to the Ladie n 
than Men; becauſe it ill becomes a Woman to talk 7 
much at one time. It cannot be denied but that nos 


adays few Women underſtand a Jeſt when it is made, 4 
or can return it when they underſtand it. This dege. 4 
nerate Age has ſubſtitured richneſs of Dreſs, in room I 
of that Vertue which they formerly had. Thoſe that f 
excel others in their Cloaths, think alſo they have the 
advantage in the ſide of Merit; without conſidering 
that if an Aſs have never ſo fine Trappings, yet hell 7 
ſtill be eſteemed no more than an Aſs. Theſe who 11 
are ſo dreſſed, paimed and gilded, are like Statues that in, 
affect nothing but the Eyes; but when it happens that = 
they anſwer to any Queſtions, it were better for them Tc 
to have ſaid nothing. They endeavour co raiſe Merit ;-< 
out of their Ignorance, and would perſuade us that it i, 

the effect of Diſcretion not to underſtand how to Con 
verſe with Men of Honour; as if no Women were 
Vertuous, but only thoſe who keep no Company but 

Chamber-Maids and Cooks. It is very true, that in this, 
as well as in other things, we ought to conſider what - 
it is we are doing. In the buſineſs of Converſation N 
and Jeſts, we ought to have regard to the time, place, 
and the perſons to whom we ſpeak; for many times 
when we deſign to make another bluſh, we may be 
confounded our ſelves, not knowing but that the moſt 8 
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; 0 wit may be on the oppoſite ſide, as will be evident by 
8 what follows. EA 8 3 


fects of Love. So he happened to ſee a Beautiful p 
Widow, called Magarits Gbiſolieri at a Publick Enter - 
tainment: he was ſo enamoured with her that ſhe run NN 
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always in his mind; and li | he 
not tet in the night, if he had not ſeen the Fair 
Das in the day. This made Fim paſs backwards and 
forwards by her Door, ſometimes on Foot, ſometimes 
Jon Horfeback, till the, and ſome other Ladies of her 
Acquaintance, could not chuſe but take notice. of it. 
They often made themfelves very merry to [ee a Man 
of his years and gravity fo ridiculouſly -amorous, be- 
lieving Love to be only the proper Paſſion of Youth, 
and not compatible with old Age. The Phyfician 


* 


Continuing ſtill co go to and fro by her Houſe, it 
WT happened, on a Feſtival, that Madam Gb:ſoljeri was 
ſitting at her Door with ſome of her Friends, who ſee- 
ing him coming at a diſtance ; they all agreed to re- 
Nceive him courteouſly, and then to railly him about his 
Love. They led him into a pleaſant Garden, and at- 
ki ter they had treated him with ſweet Meats and rare 
Wine, one of the Company in very. modeſt and 
"ence Terms, tells him that ſhe was amazed how he 
Could pretend to be in Love with this fair Widow, who 
as courted by a great many fine and well-bred young 
Gentlemen. The Phyfician perceiving their deſign, 
ch the ſame. modeſty addreſſes himſelf to Madam 
biſelieri herſelf and ſmiling (aid, no wile perfon cati 
wonder co fee me in Love; but eſpecially with you, ra- 
her than any other, in regard of your extraordinary 
Merit. For although Age hath taken away part of 
hat which is neceſſary to compleat the Exerciſes of 
Nove, yet it hath not taken away either the Inclination 
or judgment. But on the contrary, in regard Age has 
more knowledge than Youth, fo they are better Judges 
f what deſerves to be loved; and if you would know 
hy I love you, who are courted by ſo many young 
Nen, it is beczuſe I have been often at ſeveral places, 
here I have ſeen Ladies eating of Lupins and Onions; 
and though the Onion it (elf hath little goodneſs in it, 
vet the Head is very good and agreeable to the Palate. 
_Notwthſtanding; out of - odd ſort of Fancy, I _ 
| gen 
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34 Boccace's Novels,” 
_ ſeen Ladies hold the Onions by the Head, and eat the 
Blades which are good for nothing, and very ill taſted. 
And now, Madam, what if you, out of ſuch an unac- | 
countable humour, ſhould chuſe your Lover? Why i 
then, without all doubt I ſhould have the Preference to 


hath received the Reprimand it juſtly merited ; 1 
eſteem your Reſpect for me, as that of a Gentleman, 


' pretends to be cured. 


Tt eftes happens, that thoſe who would cheat others are 0% 
Ferit that are cheated themſelves, as tha Novel ſpeusm. 


_ affert, that the Bells in their great Church rang of 


the great Church for a Saint, where the Lame, Blind] 
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fuſion, and ſaid to her old Lover: Sir, Our raſhneſs 


and I ſhall be always at your Service, as far as my 
Honour will permit me. The Phyſician roſe up, 
thanked the Lady,, took leave of the Company, and 
went home. 5 . 30H = 
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Martellino pretending 2 be Paralytick 5 ordered bimſelf mW. | 
' be put upon the Corps of St. Arrigo, and immedianth 

His Cheat is diſcovered, be i 
eaten, put in Priſon, and very near banging ; but 4 


laſt eſcapes. / 


OT long ago there lived a German at Trevei 

1 called Arrigo, who was a Porter, and although 
he was very poor, paſſed among the Common People 
for a Man of a very holy Life. I am not about wil 
Diſpute whether this Opinion was well or ill founded 
the truth was, or at leaſt as the Inhabitants of Trevi 


Ng 
ai 


1 


themſelves at the very minute of his Departure. "Thi 


extraordinary Accident made the whole Town run tl 
the place where the deceaſed was; he was carried intolf 


9 B+ 
vl 2 
© 


and many other diſeaſed Perſons came, not PR" = 
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but to be cured by touchinge he Body of this nei Saint. 
Whilſt upon the Rumour of this new. Miracle people 
flock from all parts to Treves, Three of our Florent ines, 
Stecebi, Martellino, and Marcbeſe, all three of them 
Perſons that frequented Princes Courts, to divert them 
by their Comical Tricks, went thither. They were at 
firſt ſurprized at the vaſt Concourſe of people; but 
upon inquiry underſtanding the Occaſion, they had the 
ſame Curioſity as others, and reſolved to go and fee 

what it was. As foon as they had put their things into 


the Inn, ſays Marcheſe, we ſhould by all means fee this 


Saint, but we ſhall find it very difficult, there is ſuch a 
vaſt Crowd about him, beſides the City is very full of 
Germans, and Soldiers, whom the Magiſtrate hath ſent 
thither to prevent any Uproar. Martellino, who was 
more deſirous than any of them to fee this new Saint, 
tells them he had found out an Expedient; I will fain 
my ſelf to be ſtruck Lame and Impotent, and do you 
lead me on one fide, and Stecebi on the other, as if I 
could not go at all; and pretend as if you would carry 
me to the Saint to be cured; and when they ſee what 
a Figure I am, every one will make way for you to 
come to him. They were both of them wonderfully 
pleaſed with the Contrivance, and withone any fur- 
ther deliberation they went about it. They preſently 
left their Inn, got into a private Corner of the 
City, where Martellino Diſtorts his Hands, Fingers, 
Arms, Legs, Mouth, Eyes; and in general all the vi- 


W ſible parts of his Body, in ſo ſtrange a manner that it 


was diſmal to behold : in ſhort, no Man ever appeared 
more Lame ana Crippled. In this Poſture his two 
Companions lead him to the fide of the Church, and 
in a piteous Tone deſire every body, for God's ſake; 
to .make room for them; which they readily do. In 
4 ſhort time they had attracted the Eyes of all people; 
and every one cried out, room, room. They ſoon came 
to the place where the Corps of St. Arrigolays. Great 
Was the expectation of what would become of this pre- 
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tended Paralytick. | 
upon this holy Body, but he began to ſtretch out firſt 


vou have ſeen, 


e 


He had hardly been one moment 


one Finger, then a Hand, afterwards an Arm, fo by 


degrees all che reſt of his Body. The Crowd, ſeeing | 
this Miracle; made ſuch a loud ſhout'in the praiſe of 
St. Arrigo, that it could ſcarce be knowp from Thun- 


der. But as Ill-luck was, there was a Florentine there 
who knew Martellino, but did not know him when he 


had ſo diſguiſed himſelf, but after his pretended Cure 


he knew him very well, and fell a Laughing, and ſays, 


Who that ſaw him brought thither, would not have. 


believed him to have beena Paralytick indeed? Some 
of the City obſerving what he. ſaid, preſently asked 


him, was this Man never Lame ? Not in the leaſt ſays, 
has | perfectly Strait 
as any of us; but he is the only Fellow in the World 


the Florentine, he has been always as 


that can turn himſelf into what ſhape he pleaſes, as 
| There was no need to bid thoſe that 
heard this publiſh it, the Noiſe ran from one to ano- 


ther. The general cry was Traytor, Traytor, ſeize ⁵⁶¹ 


this Prophane Wretch that mocks God and his Saints. 
He never was Lame, but only pretended to ridicule our 


Saint and us. Immediately they throw him on the 
Ground, pluck him by the Hair, tear his Cloaths off his 


Back; there was hardly any one but had a blow at 


him. 5 Martellino cry d out very pitifully, bur all wan b 


purpoſe; for Blows, from Foot and Fiſt, ſhowered upon 


him like Hail. Stecebi and Marcbeſe, ſeeing this, thought 
_ themſelves but in a very bad Condition, and fear- 
ing to be treated after the ſame manner, durſt not .aſ- | 
fiſt him; but en thecontrary, joyning with the Crowd, | 


cry d with the reſt kill the Villain. Notwithſtanding 


they contrived how to get him out of the Hands of the 
Mob, they would certainly have beaten his Brains out, 
if Marebeſe had not thought of this Ex 9 
ing that all the Sergeants of Juſtice ſtood at the Church Mz 


pedient : Know. 


Door, he runs with all ſpeed to the Podeftate's Lieu- 


tenant, and cries Juſtice, Juſtice. Sir, I humbly be- 


ſeech 
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ſtech you; there is a Rogue that hath pickt my Pocket 


E | of an hundred Ducats, I deſire that he may be Appre- 
hended that I may have my Money again. Preſently 
deen er twelve Sergeants ran to the place where. un- 


3X fortunate Martellino was ſo ſeverely beaten. They had 
much ado to get through the Throng, but at laſt they 
found the poor Devil moſt miſerably bruiſed ; they reſ- 
cue him out of the Hands of the people, and bring 
him to che Palace; a vaſt multitude follow him, who 
believe him to be almoſt murdered ; and now under- 


. ſanding that he was taken up for a Pickpocket, thought 


it was che beſt way they could be revenged on bim, 0 
day chat he had pickt their Pockets allo 
UO pon theſe Complaints, the Podefate's Lieutenant, 


who was a rough hewn Man, examins him concern- 
ing the Fact. But Martellino, as if he had been acting 
| Fa Farce, returns him nothing but Comical Anſwers. 
The Judge was ſo provoked thereat, that he ordered 


| 4 he ſhould be put to the Wrack, hoping that he would 
HE confeſs the Crime he was accuſed of, that he might af- 


I terwards hang him. They give him ſome reſpite, the 


2X Judge ſtill asking him if the Matter he was accuſed of 


vas true, for it fignified nothing to deny it. He tells 
che Judge, my Lord, I am ready to confeſs the truth, 


WY provided you'll ack my Accuſers when, and in what 


piace I pick their Pockets. The Judge readily con- 


ſented, and having called ſome of his Accuſers, one 
ſays it was eight days ago, another ſix, another four; and 
ſome ſay it was the very ſame day. Martellino hearing 

Ws this, ſays, my Lord, they are all moſt abominable Ly- 
ars, and of this I can give you ſufficient proof. It is 


but a very little time ſince I came into this City, and 


would to God I had never ſet foot within it. I was no 
IF ſooner come, but I (moſt unfortunately for me I am 

W ſure) went to ſee this holy Body, where I was uſed as 
vou ſee. This Truth is ſo evident, that the Officer of 


che Signiory of Preſentations his Book, and my Land- 


Jord, will make evidently appear. If the matter be 
| F ws Wz chen 
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then as I ſay, for God's fake do not Torture me at the 
- requeſt of à parcel of Villains. Marebeſe and Ste- 
cebi, underſtanding that the Lieutenant of the Podeftare 
had uſed Martellins very ſeverely,” were very much per- 
plexed, and ſaid one to the other; we have made but 
an ill piece of work of this, taking him out of the Frying- 
Pan, to throw him into the Fire. Running up and 
down with all diligence, at laſt they met their Land- 
lord, and tell him what had happened. He laugbed, 
and carries them to one Alexander Agolant, who ek 3 
in Treves, and had great intereſt there, to;whom they 
: related the whole matter, and all three of them; begged BW 
| of him to take pity on poor Martellino. Alexander, after 
ha had laughed heartily, went to the Magiſtrate, and in- 
treated him to ſend for Martellius, which was done; 
they found him ſtanding before the Judge in his Shirt, in 
a great Conſternationzhe would not hear any thing that 
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was ſaid in favour of the accuſed , becauſe he had ſome! 


particular Animoſity againſt the Florentines, and had a 
mind to hang him. So he refuſed to deliger him cill 
he was forced. Martellivo, being at liberty, told the iſ 
whole Adventure to his Deliverer, and begd of him 
as an eſpecial Favour to Jet him go, ſaying. that till 
he came to Florence he ſhould always believe that 
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he had a Rope about his Neck. The Magiſtrate 


laughed very much at this Rencounter, ordered each 


Att 


Florentine. a Suit of Cloaths, and they. departed ſaſe 


both in Purſe and Perſon. 
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Rinaldo d' Aſti, being robbed, came to Caſtel Guigliel- 
mo, where be was Emtertained by a Lady, who made 


"\Uperſtition hath obtained in all times and places. 
0 There are thouſands that have ſuffered themſelves 
co be Sacrificed for maintaining the power of certain 
= Prayers and Words, and you may find thouſands of 
others who ſcorn and ridicule ſuch impoſitions. You 
have here a Story wherein the Prayer of St. Julian was 
of extraordinary ſervice to Rinaldo d Afi. He was a 
rich Merchant, who having ended his Buſineſs at Be- 


Pg 


e /ogna, left Ferrara, and coming towards Verona, he lit 
3 on three Horſemen, whom he took to be Merchants, 
ill but indeed they proved to be Highway Men; they rode 


up to him, Complement him with abundance of Civility, 
and beg the Honour of his Company; ſaying that the 
more Company the ſafer travelling. Rinaldo anſwers one 
Complement with another, and accepts of their Com- 
pany. Diſcourſing of ſeveral things, they at laſt came 
to talk of the Virtue of Prayers. Whilſt the three 


I Rogues told marvellous things on that Subject, and Ri. 


naldo was very attentive; one of them asks him, pray 
Sir, what Prayer do you uſe when you Fravel on the 
I Road? Indeed, ſays Rinaldo, I am but very indifferent 
in thoſe matters, I do not much trouble my ſelf about 
che power of Prayers. But I may tell you that when 
1go a Journey, before I go out of my Inn, I always 
ſay one Pater Noſter, and one Ave Maria, for the Souls 
of the Father and Mother of St. Julian. Afterwards 
I pray to God and St. Julian to ſend me a good Lodging 
at Night; and I have been always preſerved ſafe, for 


which reaſon I never omit it. One of them ſmiling 


D 4 ſays, 


_ 


0 TI r 8 1 


5 and did ou 3 1 8 5 Prayer this morning? with if 
1 f e ſays Rinolde. That's very well A 1 

 Cother, but what will you __ that my Ladeng ſhall not 
be better than een notwit hſtanding your Prayer? 1 F 

was then piercing co d, night drew on, and they were 1 
a great way from their Itin. Perhaps, ſays Rinaldo, 
you make uſe of the ſame words as I do upon this o- 4 J e 
caſſon. Not in the leaſt, ſays the Rogue, I have no 
|  Veneration for Saints; but it 1 loſe this night, [will 3 
follow your method for the future. I will lay my life 
ſays Rinaldo, upon condition you. lie at an Inn, 
for I declate to you I have no acquaintance in this 
Country. That may, be, rophes the Thief, I will 1 
your Cloaths, your Haro, and Money, y; you will. 
y then perceived h E was Circuraſtan- iſ . 
But which way. could he 270 them? They jog 
on tba till the r having the opportunity a 5 : 0 
the Night, and the advantage of a River, fall upon ir 
him, diſmount him, ſtrip him to his very Shirt, and « 
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leave him there. Now Sir, lays — au Il dee if your A. 

3 8 Julian will r provide a good a good 2 or you to Night, if ne 

, for in all ebener we 2 —ç well enough, I % b 

WH -chree Rogues paſſed che River, and left poor Rinelde Iv 

* in this miſerable condition. He had no hopes of Re. Pe 

bꝛer but from his Servant, who carried his — I 5 
. from whence he expected ſome ſmall Succour; this . 
5 Servant ſtaying behind io have his Horſe nod. But pr. 
_ ſeeing, at a diſtance, how they treated his Maſter, as A 
a | theſe fort of people have very little Love and Affecti- al 
1 on; he turns back, runs fall ſpeed to Caſtel Guiglielmu, | por 
1 takes up his Quarters at the beſt Inn, witheut con · (c 
1 - cerning himſelf about his Maſter, and ſpares nothing i 01 
i for Refreſhment after his great Fatigue. All this while Woot 
7h - Rinaldo, who lay expoſed. to the rigour of the me 
5 Seaſon, up to the Ears in Dirt, pierced with the Wind, Mo 
#$ and covered with Snow, curſes his hard Fate, and be. Ba 
3 _ gan, not without reaſon, to believe that his Prayer had ac 


not i accuſtomed eficR. After a  groat many Fatigues 
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b- d Hardſhips, at laſt he came to Cofel'Geigliclmo, but 


rope him almoſt to Deſpair. But as Deſpair is but a 


c- Feſt of the Night. By good fortune he lit upon a 
10 FHouſe fituate u 
ill had a little jetting out, to which there was an Entry. 
fe ¶ Rinaldo takes up his Lodging there without asking the 
n, ¶ price. There was by chance a little Straw, of which he 
Mis made a Bed as well as he could; but the Weather 


ay | 4 | 
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il o Deſpair : the cold numbed him, he quivers 2nd 
n. ſhakes, deplores his miſery, and his Teeth chatter 0 
vg Noud, that a Servant of the Houſe heard hem. This 
Pervant belonged to a young charming Widow, who 

Nivred in this Houſe, and who was not leſs Gallant than 
id Beautiful. The Governour of the place held an 
ur 1 morous Correſpondence with her, and that he might 
xt, neither be ſeen nor interrupted, he put her into this 

Houſe, and he uſed to go in at the place where Rinaldo 


/ 3 was, without being perceived ſo much as by his own 
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The Governour reſolving, the day before, to wait on 
s his Miſtreſs, and to paſs a night with her. She had 


t prepared a moſt noble Treat for him, ſparing no Coſt. 


All things were ready for his Reception, not forgetting 
Wh Bath which ſhe; had privately ordered to be made. But 


ountry, he gave t | | 

oould not wait upon her. Like a Lady of Senſe ſhe 
ile {comforted her (elf under this unfortunate diſappoint- 
ment, Supped, and before ſhe went to Bed intended 


Wd ſheltered himſelf, the Lady heard all his doleful 
Complaints. Whdis this, ſays ſhe to her Servant ? It is a 
3 8 + We 5 9 W * * % AS 1 poor 


e Worry Remedy, he makes another Effort, and ſeeks a- 
out for a place where he might find ſome fhelter 
Wacainft the injuries of the Weather, and paſs the 


pon the Ramparts of the Wall, which 


o uſe the Bath ſhe had prepared for her Lover. The 
WBach being not far from the place where poor Rineldo 


ound the Gates of the City ſhut. This diſappointment . 


growing worſe and worſe, he intirely gave hi 15 


Im 


: Wome Affairs, "oligo that obliged him to go into the 
5 fair One to underſtand that he 


/ / 
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poor Devil under us, who is lamenting his Condition 
The Cold is very ſharp, and he may die in it; if you, 

pleaſe Madam, I will let him in. With all my Heart, 
lays the fair Lady, we have Lodging and a Supper for 
him. The Maid, who was not behind her Miſtreſs in 
tenderneſs, went down immediately and let Rinaldo in, 
who gave her moſt hearty thanks, and ſaid that he 
owed his life to her. He gave his Benefactrice a ſhort; 
8 account of his Adventure; who being moved with 
Compaſſion for his ſad Condition, made him go into 

l the Bath out of which her Miſtreſs juſt came. He uſed 
3 no Ceremonies, having a very great occaſion for ſuch 
= 2 Refreſhment ; whilſt he Solaced himſelf in the Bath, 
the Maid goes and tells his Story to her Miſtreſs, and 
S gave her to underſtand in what a Condition he was. 
I.ͤ)!huss charitable Lady ordered her Maid to look for a 
Suit of her Husbands, who was but lately dead, and 
to give it to Rinaldo, which fitted him as well as if i. 
had been made for him. Being now in a decent Con- 
dition, he patiently attended the Ladies Orders, and 
thanked God and St. Julian, that he had a more fa 
vourable night than he thought for, and for being al 
brought to a Lodging which he began to find ſo com- 
fortable. The Lady having repoſed her ſelf a little, 
ordered a good Fire to be made, and inquired how he þ 
did. He is Dreſt, Madam, replies the Servant, and «8 
_ avery perſonable Man, and hath a very Genteel Air. 
Bid him come up, ſays the Lady, to warm himſelf and 
eat a Supper, for I believe he ſtands in need of both. 
Rinaldo came vp, and Complemented her like a Mani 
of Breeding. He continually obſerved the Fair Lady, 
whom he found to be very much to his liking. She lt 
found by his Deportment and Converſation, that he 
was ſuch a Perſon as her Servant had deſcribed him, 
- bids him not ſtand en Ceremonies, hut fit down fa- 
miliarly by her to participate of the Fire. Supper be- 
ing brought yp, Rinaldo was ordered to fit down at the 
Table, he obeys, and cats with a good Appetite, a5 
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it neceſſity to particularize the Favours given and re- | 
ceived. To conclude the Comedy, the Lady lay with 
him. Day began to break, and the Lady fearing the 
light would make diſcoveries, gave Rinaldo ſome old 
and ſends him away with as much privacy as he 
came in, and gave him Money ſufficient to carry him 

home. Being come into the Gity, he went directly to | 
the Inn where his Servant was, and put on ſome 
Cloaths he had in his Portmanteau. Juſt as he was 
taking Horſe, he heard that the Highwaymen were 
apprehended for another Crime, and were carrying to | 
the City Goal: He goes before the Judge, accuſes them 
of robbing him; they were ſent for, confeſs the Fact. 
He had all that he had loſt again; excepting only one 
pair of Garters ; and in a little time after the Rogues 
LN EEC i 492. 
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\ ; 3 1 
Three Young and Rich Florentines, having | fooliſhly ſpent 
. their Eſtates, fall under great Extremities, and are re- 
lieved by the aſſiſtance of their Nephew, who marries a 
Dang bter of the King of England, after à very unac · 
ccuountable manne. eis ee 


— 


IHE Changes of Fortune are an inexhauſtible 
Id ubject, the more we Diſcourſe concerning 
them, the more freſh Matter continually preſents it- 
ſelf. Whatſoever we call our own, without diſpute is 
in the power of Fortune, who diſpoſes of things as ſhe 
WV 
I ̃ here lived at Florence a Gentleman called Tebaldo, 
according to ſome, deſcended from the Family of the 


Lunberti, and according to others, of the Agolanti; etu 
but it is not very material to know from which of theſe 


\ 
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his time, and had three Sons; the firſt named Lamberto, 
the ſecond Tebeldo, after his Father 3 the third Agolants; 
all three Courteous and Genteel Perſons: The eldeſt 
was not above Eighteen years old when their Father 
died, and left them Heirs of his whole Eſtate. The 
young Men knowing they were Rich, and had no 
body to controul them, began to live at an high rate. 
They kept Stables of the fineſt Horſes, the beſt Hawks 
and Hounds, and open Houſe for all Comers and 
[Goers. Their Houſe was the Rendezvous for all forts 
of Diverſions, and there was not only every _ that 
was requiſite for a Gentleman, but alſo whatſoever 
Wtheir Inclinations led them to. This way of living 
conſum'd a great part of their vaſt Eſtate in a little 
time. ir Income would not maintain them at the 
rate they lived, they muſt Mortgage and Sell one thing 
io day, another to morrow. They never began to 
- conſider till they were juſt on the brink of Ruin, then 
Poverty opened their Eyes, which Plenty had cloſed. 
Under theſe unhappy Circumſtances, Lamberto, one 
Bday ſpeaks to his two Brothers, tells them what a Figure 
heir Father made in the World, his Riches, and the 
Wniſery to which they had reduced themſelves by their 
mprudence and ill Conduct; adviſes them to Sell what 
das left, before extreme Poverty came upon them, and 
o retire into ſome Forein Country; where the fight . f 
Pf cheir own Countrymen might not aggravate their 
je nisſortune. They all 2 and depart from Florence 
og {Without taking leave of any body, and without any 
t- Woiſe. They arrive in Esgland, and take a ſmall Houſe 
is t London, live very near, and let out Money at Inte- 4 
x eſt. Fortune was ſo favourable to them, that in a lit- | 
Ile time they had not only wherewithal to redeem their 
, ormer Eſtates, but alſo to purchaſe more; which 
16 bliged them to make ſeveral Voyages to Florence, and to 
; Neturn and dwell there. At laſt they all three Married, 
ſe Ind their Nephew, called Aleſſaudro, went to London to 
in NRanage their Affairs. Now they had bettered * Con- 
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whole Nation was engaged in it. Some took part with 
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dition, they fell again to their former way of living. 
They had quite forgot the former Poverty to which il 
their fooliſh and laviſh Expences: had reduced them; 
and although now they had Wives and Children, yet 
they lived at the old rate, without taking any care for 

Futurity, and were always borrowing as long as they had] 
any Credit left. Thereturns they had from Aleſſandro, 
out of England, ſupported them a while. Aleſſandn 
himſelf grew very rich by lending Money to Gentle- 
men and Lords on their Seats, Lands, and other Re- 
venues. A War happening, contrary to all expectati - 
on, between the King of England and his Son, the 
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the Father, ſome with the Son; upon which account 
all the Lands and Houfes that Aleſſandro had lent Money 

upon were ſeized; and this was his main, or perhaps} 
his whole Dependence. But hoping for Peace, and] 
by Conſequence, then, he ſhould receive his Mort. 
gages with Intereſt, he continued till in che Iſle, Al 
this while the three Brothers at Florence, did not in the 
leaſt abate of their ordinary Expences, but borrowel] 
of every one that would lend them. Year after year 
coming on, and their Creditors ſeeing no hope 
of being paid, they not only loſt their Credit, bu 
were Arreſted, and owing more than they were worth 
they were kept in Priſon. Their Wives and Children 
were diſperſed, ſome here, ſome there, being under 
great Neceflities. Aleſſandro, who for a long while 
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had expected Peace in England, ſeeing that not onhſf ol 
there was no likelihood of it; but alſo that he was in 2 


danger of his own life, ſets out for Italy, goes througif 
the Low Countries, and tarries ſome time at Bf 
ges. Going from thence he ſaw an Abbot Cloatheſſiſ d 
in White, going out of the City at the very ſame tim 
accompanied by a great many Monks, and with a greal 
Retinue and Equipage;after which came two old Lordi 
whom Aleſſandro knew at Court to be related to th 
King of Exgland. He ſpeaks to them, and ma velſ 
Is avorlll 
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favourably received by them. Riding together he asked 
chem who thoſe Monks mr rat woes before with ſo 
mpous an Equipage, and whither they were travel- 
gy . e Lords anſwered, he that rides be- 
"| fore is one of our Kinſmen, who is lately prefered to 
= one of the beft Abbies in England; but he being too 
8 young for ſuch a Dignity, we are going with him to 
our holy Father to procure him a Diſpenſation; 
but we beg that you would not tell any one of it. The 
Abbot who went. ſometimes before, ſometimes behind, 
as great perſons, who Travel, uſually do, often caſt 
his Eyes upon Aleſſandro, who was Young, Handſome, 
and very Genteel, a Perſon fit to Pleaſe one of a very 
nice Judgment. At laſt he was ſo near that he called 
| him, ſpeaks very familiarly to him, asks him who he 
was, whence he came, whither he was travelling? 
= Aleſſandro very ingenuoully tells him who he was, wich 
an account of his Affairs, and offers to do him what 
S ſmall Service he could. He ſaid this with ſo good a 
Grace, that the Abbot after ſome Conſideration, con- 
WF cluded, that, although his Equipage was but mean, 
= yet he muſt needs be a Perſon of Quality, and being 
WJ touch'd with his Misfortunes, comforted him, ſaying 
that we always ought to hope for the beſt, that God 
was Good and Wile, and that good Men ſhould never 
want, and defired him to keep him Company till they 
both came to Tuſcany. Aleſſandro hambly thanked him 
for his Favours, and aſſured him that he was ready to 
obey his Commands. The more the Abbot converſed 
with Aleſſandro, the more he liked him. He had be- 
fore defired him, becauſe he knew the Country, that 
> Wl he would take care of a Lodging for them. After ſome 
days Travel they came to a ſmall Village, which was 
ill provided with Inns; yet the Abbot being tired would 
lie there. Aleſſaudro conducted him to an Houle, whoſe 
Landlord had been his Servant, and got the moſt con- 
venient Chamber for him that was to be had, diſpoſed 
of the reſt of his Retinue here and there in the Tok 
| > 
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The Abbot having Supped, good part of the night be: 
dro ask d his Hoft where he muſt lie? Sir, fays the Land- 
muſt lie upon the bare Ground; I cannot contrive | 
content to lie in a Gramery next adjoyning to my 
Lord Abbot's Chamber, I will bring you a Bed thi: 
cher; and for one night you muſt make as good ſhift | 
my Lord Abbot's Chamber; he's faſt afleep, che Cur- | 


-- filently that he ſhall not hear: Aleſſandro agreed, in 


not only heard all that was faid, but alſo deſigned to 
| herſelf, an opportunity to fatisfie my deſires, and if I q 


chen to make uſe of this favourable Conjuncture, and 
believing every body aſleep, he calls Aleſſandro, and IN © 


| ſome ſuch thing, by his motion, laid open his 
and taking him by the Hand laid it upon it, to unde- i © 


your own Hand will convince you. Aleſſandro was 


 faying, Proceed no further, till you hear what 1 have | 


R 


ing ſpent, and every one gone to his Repofe, Aleſfan- x 


lord, my Houſe is fo very full, that I and my Family | 
where to lay you; but now I think on't, if you will bs 


as you can. If not, I can lay you in a little corner in 
tains drawn cloſe, and I will fend you in a Quilt fo | 
regard he ſaw that it might be done without noe, or 
diſturbing the Abbot. All this while the Abbot, who 
could not ſleep one wink for thinking on Aleſſandro, | 
have Aleſſandro lie with him. I have now, fays ſhe to 


let ic {lip perhaps I may never have the like. Reſolving | 


SE nets, 9” 
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ſoſtly asks him to come and lie with him. Aleſſandro 
made ſome flight Excuſes, but at laſt went. The Ab- 
bot laid his Hand over his Breaſt, and began to em- 
brace him as young Lovers do. Aleſſandro was fur- Þ 
prized, ſuppoſing the Abbot deſigned to commit the 
worlt of Crimes. The Abbot perceiving he wy Sar * 

reaſt, 


ceive him, and ſaid, Aleſſandro you're miſtaken, and 


much ſurprized to find there two pretty ſmall round 

plump Breaſts like two Bowls, hard and ſmooth like 
poliſhed Ivory, and ſoon rectified his miftake, and fell 
Embracing and Kifling her after a moſt amorons man- 
ner, without any other Ceremony. But ſhe refuſed him, 


to 
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to lay unto you. I am going to his Holineſs to beſtow 
me in Marriage: but whether it be an effect of your 
good Fortune or my unhappineſs, from the very mo- 


ment I firſt ſaw you I could not forbear to begin to 
love you; and I do affure you that no Woman in the 
World ever loved a Man Batter than I do you. My 
intention is to make you my Husband,; and, if you do 
no think me fit for your Wife you have nothing to 
do but to return from whence you came. Aleſſandro 

could not faddenly tell whae to determine in this Affair; 
yet judging by her Equipage and Retinue, that ſhe muſt 
be nobly Deſcended and Rich, and befides he found 
Her very beautiful; without much deliberation he re- 
plies, that he was ready to obey all her Commands. 
She riſes up in her Bed, turning to a Crucifix that hung 
up, puts a Ring upon his Finger, and Eſpouſes him, 
and Promiſes of mutual Fidelity paſſed between them. 
She orders him to return to his own Bed, and ſhe laid 
down to take her Repoſe. 1 Das 
„Some days after they arrived at Rome, and the Ab- 
bot, the two Lords, and Aleſſandro, had Audience of 
che Pope. Yowknow, holy Facher (ſays the Abbot) that 
ic is not only ſufficient to do well, but we muſt alſo 
ſhun all occaſions of doing evil l am come from Exgland, 
in the Habit you ſee me. The King my Father, (a 
$ conſiderable part of whoſe Treaſure I have broughe - 
along with me) would Marry me to the King of Scot- 
| land, who is very old. But the occaſion of my Flight 
is not ſo much on the account of the Apt of the King 
of Scotland, as out of fear left I ſhould commit ſome-- 

ching contrary to the Divine Laws, and unworthy of 
the Blood Royal, of which I am Deſcended, in caſe my 
Father ſhould force me to Marry this declining Prince: 
| Youth is frail, and it is not Prudence in the leaſt to ex- 
pole it; I come to throw my ſelf intb your Holineſs's 
Arnis to receive an Husband from your Hands, Holy 
Father this young Gentleman you ſee there, although 
be is not of Royal Extract, as Tam, yet his Merit and 
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every body ſpoke in her praiſe. Aleſſandro was allo 
very much commended, he was magnificently Dreft, 
and appeared rather like a Prince, than one that had i 
lived by. Uſury. | ET "By F 
Some days after they took their leave of the Pope, 
and went for Florence, whither Fame had already ca- 
*, Tied the news of this Marriage. They were received 
there with all imaginable Honours, They paid all that 
the three Brothers owed, freed them out of Priſon, and 
put them, their Wives and Children, in Poſſeflion of 
their former Eſtates. From Florence, accompanied by 
one of Aleſſandro's Uncles, they came to Paru, where 
the King of France received them as Sovereign Princes 
From thence the two Lords went for England, and re- 
conciled the King to his Daughter, and Son-in-Law, fl 
who afterwards received them with all the Demonſtra-| 
tions of Joy imaginable. A fhort time after he con. 
rene e eee 
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, 8 ferred Honour on him, Created him Earl of Cornwal. 
F I Aleſſandro proved fo great a States - Man that he accom- 
7 modated matters between the Father and Son, which 
was a ſervice of great importance to the Nation, and 
e gained him the Love and Eſteem of all the People. 
His Uncle recovered all that was due to him in 
Eꝛsgland, and returned very rich to Plorence. Aleſſan- 
= aro lived: very happily with his Wife, and tis reported 
chat by his Prudence and Valour, and the aſſiſtance of 


his Father-in-Law, he conquered Scotland. 
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= Landolfo Ruffolo, growing very poor, turnt Pirat, is 
= taken and plundered by the Genoeſe, Tbe Genoeſe 

= Chip is caſt away. Landolfo ſaves bimſelf upon 4 
he Chef fall of rich Jewel. Is caſt on the Coaſts of 

= rhe Ie f Corfeu, and relieved there by a Woman. 
Returns home richer than -before. 9111” HIT 
XZ TT 1 the general Opinion that the Sea Coaſt from 
| Regis to Gigeta, is the moſt pleaſant part of all Daly.” 
Near Salerno there is a Shore which the Inhabitants call 


e, 

Py the Coaſt of Malſi, full of ſmall Villages, Gardens and 
ed Fountains; tlie People Rich, Induſtrious, and very 
hat great Traders. Amongſt others there's one called 
nd Kavello, where there are ſtill rich Merchants. One 
of Landolfo, a very rich Man dwelt there. But as much 
by would have more, Landolfo, as rich as he was, could 
ere not tell when he had enough; but being Coverous to 
ces increaſe his Eſtate, had like to have loft all, and him- 
re. ſelf roo: Having ſettled his Affairs, he bought a large 
aw, Ship, and Freighting it all on his own account, ſets fail 
tra- for the Ile Cyprus. It proved a very bad Voyage for 
on- him, for there were a great many Ships arrived there 
red before, laden with the ſame Goods, ſo that he was 
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tered. In this extremity he had the good luck to make 


| Landeifo aboard one of their Veſlels, taking all that he 


* — 


Ivels. 


forced to ſell his to a very great loſs, and indeed as 
good asgive them away. Being in great perplexity for 
this great loſs, from a very rich Man, being in a ſhort 
time become very poor, he reſolved to die, or make 
up what he had loft from ſome body elſe. To this 
end he ſold his great Ship, and with that Money, and 
the little he had received for his Goods, he bought a 
light Veſſel, and reſolved to turn Pirat. He Equipt 
his Ship with all things neceſſary; made ſeveral Voy- | 

ages, taking whatever fell in his way; he gave Chaſe 
to ſeveral Twrkiſh Ships, and generally took them. At 
laſt Fortune was ſo favourable to him, that in leſs than 
a year he was richer than ever he had been before. 
Thinking now that he had got enough to live Gen- 
teelly upon, without running any more hazards, he 
reſolves to return home wirkt his Booty without troubling 
himſelf with Trade any more. He was ſcarce got in- 
to the Archipelago, but he was ſurprized with a terrible 
Storm; the Wind was contrary, the Waves like Moun- 
tains, and his ſmall Veſſel began to be very much ſhat- 


to a little Iſle, and to get into Port, there to wait a more 
favourable and leſs tempeſtuous Wind. Landalfo was 
but juſt got into this Harbour, but there came in alſo 
two great Genoueſe Ships to avoid the ſame Storm. The 
Genoueſe ſeeing this little Veſſel, poſted themſelves ſo as 


to hinder its getting out to Sea. They knew very well 


who it belonged to, and it being reported, that he was 
very richly Laden; being Covetous of Money and 


Plunder, they reſolved to Board her and make them- 
ſelves Maſters of her. To this end they fer ſome of 
their Men aſhore, and armed them, and poſted them 


in a place where they could kill every one that at- 
tempted to get out of the ſmall Veſſel, the reſt got into 
their Shallops, and by the help of their Oars, and the 
advantages of the Current hoarded Landolfo's Ship. They Il * 
eaſily took it without the loſs of a Man. They put 


had, 
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had, Sunk his Ship, and left him nothing but a poor 


ſorry Waſtcoat: The nex day, the Wind changing, 
the Genoneſe let Sail, they had had good Weather alk 
the day, but in the evening there aroſe a Storm 
which ſeparated them. The Ship on which Landolf 
was, was driven by Tempeſt on a Rock, near the Iſle of 
Cepbalonia, and broke to pieces like Glaſs. The Wreck 


was ſo ſudden, and the danger ſo great, thatyhere was 


no time to make any great Complaints. In a moment 
the 775 was covered with Goods, Cheſts, and Planks. 
Thoſe that could, made themſelves ready to Swim, and 
the reſt caught hold of what came next to Hand to 
ſave themſelves. Unfortunate Landolfo, who the day 
before had wiſhed for death, for thè loſs of his Ship, be- 
gan now to fear it, when he ſaw it ſo near at Hand. 
By good Luck he got a Plank, by which he ſaved him- 


; | ſelf, hoping that if he could but preferve himſelf for 


ſome time, God would ſend him ſome relief. The Wind 


and Waves drove him ſometimes one way, and ſome- 


times another; yet he ſupported himſelf, by help of 
Y his Plank, till it was day. Day being come, he looks 


about him every where, but could ſee nothing but Sea 


and Clouds, and a Cheſt that floated upon the Water, 


which ſometimes drove againſt him with ſuch violence, 


that he was afraid it would kill him. But although his 


Spirits were almoſt ſpent, yet he made ſhifc to puſh it 


from him with his Hand, when it came within his 


reach. Then a Whirlwind aroſe, and a Wave drove 
the Cheſt ſo hard againſt Landolfos Plank, that it ſtruck 


| it from under him, and funk him over Head and 
Ears in the Sea - but rifing again above water he found 


himſelf at a great diſtance from the Plank, and very 


near the Cheſt: Thinking that he had not ttrength 
enough left to recover the Plank, he got to the Cheſt, 


and catched hold on it as well as he could, drinking ever 
now and then more than he deſired, although he was al- 


| moſt ſtarved with Hunger, he continued thus for a day 
and a night. The next day 1 driven by the force 


of 
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54 
of the Wind upon the Coaſt of Corfu, there by chance 


warm Bath, and having chafed and waſhed him with 


- him, and comforted himſelf under his misfortunes, 


cunningly to get his Jewels ſafe home. He wrap'd 
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was a poor Woman, who ſeeing Landolfo afar off, and 
obſerving nothing that look'd like human, skreaming 
out, ran away for fear. Landolfo, who had not ſtrength 
enough to ſpeak, and could ſcarce ſee, neither ob- 
ſerved the Woman or her motions. But the Sea con- 
ſtantly driving on Land, the Woman knew the. Cheſt 
better than the Man ; but looking more earneſtly ſhe 
ſaw Arms extended about the Cheſt, then ſhe ſaw. a 
2 Face, at laſt perceived it was a Man. Pity made 
her go into Sea, which was then calm. The good Wo. 
man took Landolfo by the Hair, and dragged him and 
the Cheſt on Shore. She could ſcarce get his Hands 
looſe from the Cheſt, which, as ſoon as ſhe had done, 
ſhe gave to her Daughter to carry home; taking Lan- 
delfo up in her Arms, at if he had been a little Child, 
and carried him into the Town, ſhe put him into a 


hot Water, ſhe fetch'd heat into him, and recovered || 
his loſt Spirits. She gave him excellent good Wine, 
and other comfortable things; and indeed treated him 
ſo kindly, that he began to recover, and knew where 
he was. She gives him the Cheſt, and tells him he 
might retire where he thought fit. Although he could 
not remember any thing of the Cheſt; yet he did not 
refuſe to take it, imagining that let it be worth never ſo 
little it would keep him two or three days, but finding 
it very light, he had but very ſmall hopes; but was 
Till impatient to know what was in it. When the 
Woman was out of the way he opens it, and finds 
there a great many Pretious Stones, Set and Unſet, 
and being very skilful in Jewels, he knew their value 
to be great, he thanked God that he had not forſaken 


DD 


But as he had twice experienced the 3 and Seve- 


rity of Fortune; ſo he was now again afraid of a third; Wl re 


and began to conſider that he muſt play his Game 


them up in old Rags, and told the good Woman, that 
| he 
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pe had no octaſſon for the Cheſt; and chat ſhe migbe 


keep it, if ſhe would but give him a Sack, which ſhe was 
very willing to do. Landolfo thanked her very heartily 


for all her kindneſs to him, takes his Sack and goes a- 


way. He Embarks for Brunduſium, from thence to 
Tranium, where he met ſeveral Merchants of his own - 
Town, who upon his giving an account of his Adven: 
tures cloathed him ; he omitted nothing but the Story 


of the Cheſt, of which he ſaid never a word. They 
lent him a Horſe, and conducted him to Ravello, whi- 
ther he ſaid he was going. At laſt finding himſelf 


at home, he examined the Sack more nicely than he 
had done at the old Womans, and found ſo many Pre- 
tious Stones there, that if he ſold them at under Rates, 
he would: yet be twice as rich as ever he was before. 
When he had diſpoſed of them, he ſent a conſiderable 
ſum tothe Woman at Corfu, who had treated him ſo 
kindly; and ſent another tothe Merchants of Tranium, 
who had cloathed him, and lived upon the reſt ever 
after very Honourably and Genteelly, © 
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Jockey that came to Naples to buy Horſes, bad three 


very unfortunate Adventures in the ſame night, but pets 


clear of them all, and carries off 4 Raby of great waluc, 


"Here dwelt a young Jockey at Perugia, called 
1 Andreuccio di Pietro, who hearing that Horſes 
were to be bought a penyworth at Naples, went thither 


with five hundred Crowns of Gold, and as he had ne- 
ver been from the ſmoak of his own Chimney before, 


ſo he went along with ſome of his own Fraternity, and 
reached Naples on Sunday evening. Next day he goes 
to the Horſe Fair, ſaw a great many that he liked, 


| cheapens them, but buys none, not agreeing about 
| the price. Going on ſtill to cheapen more, he lit upon 
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ſurly Fellow, that told him he had no Money to paz 
or them; to prove the contrary, he preſently plucks 
out his Purſe full of Gold. A young Sicilian Strum- 
pet, who was very pretty, and ready to Entertain all 
Comers, chanced to come by in the very interim, and 


"ſeeing the Purſe of Gold, her fingers itched to be at it, 


paſſes by without Andreuccios ſeeing here. This young 


Creature had an old Woman with her, who ſeeing An- 


. went to him, and Embraced him with abun - 
nce of kindneſs. The young one ſtood all this while 
at a diſtance, expecting the old Womans return. An. 
drenceio was at firſt ſurprized, but afterwards recol- 
lecting himſelf, he remembred her, and returns her 
Complements, and promiſes to come and ſee her, and 
begs her to excuſe him, that he cou:d tarry no longer 
with her, and ſo goes to buy his Horſes. The old 
Woman came again to her young Harlot, whoſe mind 


run mightily on the Purſe of Gold, ſhe asked who he N 


was, whence he came, and how ſhe came acquainted 


with him. The old Woman, who ſuſpected nothing, 
anſwers to every particular, and gives an account of 
his Father, with whom ſhe lived, ſaying he formerly | 
dwelt in Sicih, and afterwards at Perugia, and tells her 


his whole Pedigree, and as old Folks are full of Tongue, 


names all his Fathers Tenants, and every corner in the 


Houſe. Madam was too cunning, and knew her In- 
tereſt too well, to forget any thing the old Woman 


had told her, having conſidered before hand how to 


play her Cards. At her coming home, the firſt thing 
ſhe contrived was how to implay the old Woman for a 
whole day, that ſhe might have no leiſure time to go to 
fee Audreuctio. She had a little Wench whom ſhe had 


trained up, and was exquiſit at delivering of her Er- 


rands. She gives her inſtructions, and in the Evening 
fends her to Andreuccio's Lodgings. When ſhe came 


thicher, he was all alone, ſetting at the Door, ſhe ſpeaks il 


to him, and asks him if he knew a Gentleman called 
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Sgnior. Andreuccio di Pietro. He told her he was the 
* 9 2 ES. 2 + 0 * 855 i Man. | 
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3 this Evening. This made Andreuecio have a mighty con- 
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Man. She whiſpers him, and ſays, Sir, a young Lady 


of this City would be very glad of your Company 
ceit of himſelf, and thinking he was a very handfome 
Man, fancied that the Lady was in love with him, as 
being the fineſt Fellow in Naples; he immediately an- 
ſwers, he was very ready to wait on her, if he knew 


when and where. This very moment, if you pleaſe, 


replies the Servant. He bids her go before, andhg 


1 would follow. Conducted by this Guide ke comes to 


a Street called Malpertugio, where this fair Lady dwelt; 
a name ſufficient to give the Street a Character, 
but” he ſuſpected nothing, and believing he was going 
to a very Honeſt place, and to Converſe with a very 
worthy Lady, goes in briskly. As ſoon as the Maid 


gave her Miſtreſs to underſtand that Andreuccio was 


come, ſhe was ready to receive him at the Stairs head; 
This Strumpet yas young, well ſhaped, handſome, an 

well dreſſed. She preſently threw her Arms about his 
Neck, and was a longtime before ſhe ſpoke, as if ex- 


ceſs of Paſſion had made her ſpeechleſs ; then ſhedding . 3 
Tears, which ſhe had at command, and embracing him 
again, in a tone full of Tranſport, the ſaid, my dear 


Andreuccio, you're molt heartily welcome. He ſurpgged 
at theſe extraordinary Careſſes, ſays, Madam, I am 
extreme glad of the Honour to wait on you. She took 
him by the Hand, leads him through a large Hall into 


her own Chamber, which was ſcented with Roſes, 


Orange-flowers, and other rich Perfumes. She had a 
very fine Bed, and ſtately Furniture, and very rich 
Cloaths. Andreuccio, who never had ſeen a Chamber 
ſo well furniſned, made no queſtion but that ſhe was 


a Lady of note. As ſoon as they were fit down, ſhe 


addreſſes her ſelf to him after this manner. I doubt 
not Sir, bur that you are ſurprized at my Careſſes and 


Tears, becauſe you do not know me, and perhaps ne- 


ver heard of me. But that which will augment your 


admiration is, that I am your Siſter. I have paſſionately 


defired 
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gqeſired to ſee all my Brothers, but in regard God hath 
been pleaſed to let me ſee one of them, I ſhall die very 
well ſatisfied when ever he pleaſes; but in regard you 
never heard of ſuch a one as me, give me leave to in- 
form you Pietro, your Father and mine, dwelt for ſome 
time at Palermo, and being courteous and obliging, had 
a great many Friends. My Mother, amongſt others, 
who was well Deſcended, and at that time a Widow, 
vas very much in love with him. At length they were 
ſo intimate, that ſhe was with Child by him, and was 
brought to Bed of me. Some time after, he being 


obliged to leave Palermo; and return to Perugia, he 
left my Mother and me, then an Infant, in Sicily, and 
I believe he never thought of either of us ſince. Not- 
= withſtanding the great reſpe& that I have for him, 1 
=  muſtneedsſayitis very hard-hearted of him; for omit- 1 
ting to mention the tenderneſs he ought to have for met 
his Daughter, he ought not to have left my Mother ſo | 
. baſely, who upon fo ſmall an Acquaintance had made 
him Maſter of her Perſon and Fortune. But what M £ 
ſigniſies to talk of it? It is eaſier to cenſure than to 
amend an ill Action. Being grown up, my Mother, Nr 
who was rich, married me to a Gentleman of the Fa- v 
mily of the Gergentes, who out of the love that he bore l 
my Mother and me, came and dwelt at Palermo. Be- d 
ing a great ſtickler for the Family of the Guelphs, he 11 
; had not been long there, before he ſides with Charles | C 
: King of Sicily. Frederick King of Arragon had infor- t! 
3 mation of their Deſigns before they could be put in N 
Execution, and my Husband was obliged to quit Sicily tc 
at a time when I thought I ſhould have been the greateſt a 
Woman in the Iſland. We brought away with us all I 1: 
we could, which was but very zo wha we left be- 

hind, and came to reſide in this City, where King 


Charles, out of his bounty, has been pleaſed to make us 
ſome part of Remuneration for the Loſſes we ſuffered 
for his Service. He gave us an Houle here, and ano- 
ther in the Country, and beſides ordered my Husband 
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a vearly Penſion; . Thus, dear Brother, you fee the 
hr xk of my coming hither, where thanks be to 
God, and not to you, I have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 
you now. When ſhe had ſaid this, ſhe throws her ſelf 
again about his Neck, and embraces him. Andreuccio 
hearing a Story told in ſo good order, by one who 
ſpoke ſo fluently, and with ſo good a Grace, remem- 
bring alſo that his Father had lived at Palermo, and 
being toucht with her Careſſes, Endearments, and 
Demonſtrations of Love, made no doubt but all ſhe 
ſaid was true. Do not wonder Madam, (ſays he) if I 
am ſurprized at what you relate, knowing you no more 
than if never had been. My Father never made men- 
tion either of your Mother or you, or if he did I ne- 
ver knew.it ; but my ſurprize is the more pleaſant, to 


1 find a Siſter where I expected none. But pray do me 


the favour to tell me one thing. How did you come to 


o know that I was in this City? A good honeſt Woman, 


who comes ſometimes. hither, told me, ſays ſhe lived a 
great while with your Father at Palermo and Perugia, 
and indeed I had come to ſee you, if it had not been 
more Decent for you to come to me, than for me to 
viſit a Stranger. At laſt ſhe inquires how all his Re- 


oe & lations do, whom ſhe names one after another. Au- 


dreuccio anſwered her directly to every thing, and was 
intirely ſatisfied of the truth of what ſhe ſaid. Their 
Converſation being long, and it being very hot Wea- 
ther, ſhe regaled him with Greek Wine and Sweet 
= Meats. After this Entertainment, he would have gone 
to his Inn to Supper, at which ſhe ſeeming very much 
af onted, ſaid you give me to underſtand how little re- 
ſpect you have for me. Lou are with your Siſter, whom 
you never ſaw before, and to whom you ought always 
to come when you are in this City; and will you leave 
her to go Sup at an Inn? by your good leave it ſhall not 

| be fo, you ſhall Sup with me. My Husband indeed is 


not at home, but you ſhall find that I can make you wel- 


come. She entreated him ſo earneſtly; that he had — 
5. N other 


other excuſe than that his Landlord, not knowing where 'F 
he was, ſtaid Supper for Hin. If that be all (fays ſne) 
ill ſend him word not to tarry for you- But have 
vod no Friends there that will do us the favour to Sup 
dich us? They ſhall be very welcome, and then ' you 
may all go home together. Andreuctis anſwered, that 
at this time he would trouble her with no body beſides 
bimſelf, and in regard ſhe was reſolved to make him Sup 
with her, he gave himſelf intirely up to her diſpoſal. 
After a great deal of Diſcourſe they ſat down at the 
Table. But ſhe took care to delay Supper till almoſt 
midnight. Supper being over, Audreuccio was for going 
to his own Lodgings, but his charitable Siſter ſtrenu- 
 eully oppoſed it, ſaying that Naples was no City for a 
Stranger to walk through in the night; beſides he 
would diſturb his Landlord, for ſhe had ſent word not 
to expect him either to Sup or Lie there this night. An 
dreuccio greedily ſwallowed the Bait, as he had done be- 
fore, and talked: no more of going homg. Good part 
of che night being ſpent, the Jeads him into her Cham- * 
ber, and orders a Lad to wait on him, and ſhe, with her 
women, withdraw. It being very, hot, and Andreuccio || 
feeing himſelf alone, plucks off bY Breeches, and puts 
them under the Boulſter, and was only in his Waſt- | 
coat. Being thus undreſt, he had a motion to go to 
the Houſe of Baſement, he asked the Lad where it 
was ; below, -Sir, fays he, and ſhews him a Door in a 
Corner. Andreuccio opens it, goes in, went to ſit down, 
but fer his Foot upon a Trap, and falls into the Vault. 
Though he fell very high yet he received no other 
harm than being ſomewhat beſmeared. He almoſt rent 
his Throat in calling the Lad, but all to no purpoſe, | 
he heard him tumble in, aud immediately ran to tefl! 
Madam of it. She runs preſently to the Chamber, 
dives into the Pockets of her pretended 3 Where 
eie finds che Gold, which for ſecurity fake he always 
1 carried about him, and which was the occafion of all 
ulis Farce, and then orders the Houſe of Office Door 
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Windo, pretending to be juſt awakened, with an 
"3 hoarſe voice cries who is that below? Andreuccio ſays, 


er. ©. 7 


| tobe ſhut faſt, Andrencciobegan now to be very much 


Fatigued, and ſtill calls for the Lad, but it ſignified ns- 
thing; then he thought he was caught in a Trap. He 


broke down ſeveral Boards in getting out of that beaſtly 


place, and got into a ſmall paſſage between the ewe . 
Houſes, at the end of which there was a Wall, over 


which he clambered and jumpt into the Street. He 


remembred the Houſe very well, calls and knocks with 
all his ſtrength, but all in vain. Being now ſuffici- 
ently convinced of the trick that was put upon him 


be makes grievous Complaints for the ſudden loſs both 


of his Money and Siſter, and falls a bawling and 
knocking again. The noiſe was ſo great that it di- 


ſturbed all the Neighbourhood. A Servant of the La- 


dies amongſt others, whom the noiſe brought to the 


what don't you know me? I am Audreucc io, Brother 
to Madam Fiordeliza. You are drunk honeſt Friend 
ſays ſhe, go home and fleep. I know no ſuch perfon 
as Andreuccio, but I know you are a Coxcomb. Get you 


I gonepray, and let us ſleep in quiet. You pretend to 


be very ignorant fays Andreuccio; but if Siciliun Relati- 


| ons are ſo ſoon found, and ſo ſoon loſt, give me but 


my Cloaths, and I will be gone with all my Heart. 
You're in a Dream, Friend, ſays ſhe, laughing, and 


ſo ſhut the Window. Andreuccio, finding that he was 


not likely to have any redreſs, began to be deſperate, 


and makes ten times as much noiſe as before. The 
Neighbours, who were all gone to Bed, believing that 


he had ſome defign üpon ber, at the Iecuhd ncils ns 


1 and came to their Windows, crying all out aloud this is 
very Villainous, to come at this time of night to inſult 


a Woman of Honour. For Gods ſake, honeft Man, 
go home and let us ſleep in quiet; if you have any 
thing to ſay to this Woman come to morrow, and let 
us have no more railing to night. At the ſame time a 
Bully of hers, whom Andreuccio had — _ 
7 2 : val 


— 


heard of, comes to the Window, and with a terrible 
Voice, asks, who is below? Andreuccio, all in Conſter- 
nation, replies I am Brother to the Lady of the 7 mr ; 
'G———D-— me, ſays the Bully, if {come | 
down to you, I'll Thraſh you as long as I can Rand | 
over you, you Rogue, you Sot, have you nothing to 
do but to diſturb Folks? Andreuccio, who was frightned Mt | 
with his big words, went away, believing the Neigh- 
bours, who adviſed him not to ſtay to be killed, He 
went back the ſame way he came out, being loath- 
ſome to himſelf, he had a mind to go to the Sea ſide to 
waſh. He had ſcarce gone two hundred Steps, before 
he ſaw two Men at a diſtance, with a Lanthorn and | 
Candle, making towards him, he took them for the City 
Guard, and being unwilling to fall into their Hands; he | 
gets into a corner of an old empty Houſe, where he 
hides himſelf. The two men came there immediately 
after him, and came very near to him. They had | 
ſtrange ſorts of Iron Inſtruments with them, which they 
were viewing by the light of their Lanthorn. Talking 
of ſeveral things, at laſt ſays one to t'other, don't you 
ſmell ſomething? here's a moſt abominable ſtink, i 
then looking on each Hand, they at laſt ſaw this mi- 
ſerable Creature, who had crowded himſelf cloſe up 
into a Corner; they went to him, asked him whence 
he came, and how he happened to be in that conditi- MF te 
on? Pauſing a little, at laſt he gave them a full account t! 
of all that had happened to him. They tell him that b. 
he ought to be contented, for he came off very well in | 8 
the main, becauſe he did not loſe his Life with his A 
Money. Then they retire to diſcourſe ſome private Ml B. 
' Matters, and at their return they tell him, that they th 
pity him very much, and that they had an affair in hand ſo 
to night, which if he would aſſiſt them in, would more w. 
than recompence him for all he had loſt. Andreuccio, th. 
= outof deſpair, not knowing what to do, preſently an-; 
= ſwers he was ready to do whatever they would have 
= him. The Archbiſhop of Næpies had been buried the | 
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day before in all his rich Habiliments, and a Ruby on 
bis Finger, valued. at above five hundred Ducats of 
= Gold ; their deſign was to rob his Tomb. They take 
up their Tools, and go towards the Cathedral; in the 
way one one of them ſays to Andreuccio, you almoſt 
= poiſon us, can we find no place to waſh you? The 
other ſays, yonder's a Well, and there always uſed: to 
4 BY be a Rope and Bucket, we'll waſh him there. When 
„ F$ chey came to the Well they found a Cord, but no 
Bucket. They agreed that he ſhould take hold of the 
Z Rope and go down into the Well, and after he had 
waſhed himſelf clean he ſhould take hold of the Rope 
again, and they would draw him up. As ſoon as he 
was got down they eſpied the City Guards coming di- 
realy to them, which made them take to their Heels. 
One of the Guard being dry, comes to the Well to 
draw ſome Water. The oppoſition he met with, made 
him believe that the Bucket was fall of Water. An- 
dreuccio was no ſooner up, but iets the Rope go, and 
clings faſt to the top of the Well. They were all 
terribly affrighted, and believed they had drawn up the 
Devil, and ran away with all imaginable ſpeed. Am 
dreuccio, being got out, lookt round about him, but ſaw 
no body. But going a little further he met his Com- 
rades coming to his aſſiſtance; they ask him who drew 
him out of the Well ? he ſaid he did not know, and 
tells them the whole Story. Then they cell him why 
they ran away, and who it was that drew him out. It 
being now about midnigt, they made all the haſt they 
could to the great Church; they got in very eaſily. The 
Archbiſnops Tomb was built 2 great Marble Stones. 
By the help of their Inſtruments, and ſtrength of Arms, 
they made ſhift to lift up the uppermoſt, and to ſtay ic 
ſo that a Man might eaſily go in. The next thing was, 
who ſhould be the Man; each of them refuſed ; then 
they two ſaid to Andreuccio, Sirrah, if you will not go 
in, well beat your Brains out. Andreuccio, thinking 
they would bs as good as their word, conlented; and 
| Wen 
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went in. Then ſays Andreuscio, to himſelf, chefs | 
- Kogues will bubble me. If T am ſuch a Fool to deliver | 
them every thing, they will run away, and leave me 
elle honour of having done them Service for my own | 
Recompence. For which 1 will be beforchand with | 
them, the Archbiſhops Ring came luckily into his mind, 
_ which he took and ſecured. Then he took his Mitre, 
Crofs, and other Triflle, to his very Shirt, and gave 
chem to his Comrades, ſaying there was all. They | 
both ſwore like Fiends that the Ring was there, and 
bid him look carefully for it. Andreuceio affirm'd he 
he had ook d every where, and that there was no ſuch 
thing there. At laſts being tired with looking to no Ml * 
purpoſe, they maliciouſly took away that which fup- 
ported the Stone, and left him ſhut up in the Tomb. 
Hlelendeavoured to lift up the Stone with his Head, but 
( all in vain. Being quite ſpent, and almoſt dead with 
Pear, he lay down expecting to die miſerably there; 
but on a ſudden he heard people talking in the Church. 
Theſe were ſome that came alſo to rifle the deceaſed. ll 
As dreuccio gave himſelf over for loft ; but at laſt, com- 
poſing himſelf, he reſolved quietly to expect his Deſti- | 
ny. Theſe laſt lifted up the Stone, as the former had BI. 
done, and had the ſame diſpute who ſhould go in, after |M' 
ſeveral debates: ſays a Prieſt, you are a very ſtout Fel- 1 
lo indeed, what do you think the dead eat the living? Wl 
I'll go in my ſelf. When he had faid fo, he puts his 
Legs into the Tomb, to ſlide down. Andrencrio per- be 
ceiving it, got up, took the Prieſt by one Foot, and en · 
deavoured to draw him down. The Prieſt, ſurprized, 
cried out, and gathering together all the ffrength Fear 
had left him, lugs luſtily to pluck himſelf out of the 
Hands of the Devil. All the reſt immediately fled as 
if there had been an hundred Devils at their Heels, 
and the Prieſt was not long after them, not ſtay ing to 
Mut the Tomb down. Aadreuccido, who was very a- 
= greeably ſurprized, got out of the Tomb, and ſo out 
| Of the Church the fame way he came in. * 
3 „ * * 
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dered up and down the City, not knowing which 
way he went ; but day approaching he found the way 
to his Inn, where every body was in pain what was be- 
come of him, not knowing whether he went. He 
told them of all that had happened to him, his Land- 
lord adviſed him ſpeedily to return to Perugia, which he 

did, carrying his Ruby with him. NES 
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6 NOVEL N | 
| Madam Beritola, being caf. by a form upon an Iſland, 
Doſes her two Sons and ber Nurſe, ſhe retires into à Cave 
for grief, where ſhe & found by 4 Perſon of Duality, 
awho happened to come there. Her eldeſ Son, after be 
bad rambled up and down, i entertained into the Ser- 
vice of bis Mothers Benef actor, and is caupht with bis 
Daughter, with whom be intrigued, which concluded in 
Marriage. The ſecond Sox is found ; and a Revolution 
| happening in Sicily, the Mother and Sons are returned to 
their former Eftates and Honours, ; | 


M Fer the death of the Emperour Frederick the Sa- 

A cond, Manfredi was crowned King of Sicily. 
s Arrighetto Capece, a Neapolitan Gentleman, was in great 
| favour with him; who married a Neapolitan Lady; 


beautiful and generous, whoſe name was Beritola Ca- 
racciola, and he was at that time Governour of Sicily. 


Charles the Firſt having got the Victory at Bene ventum, 
Manfredi being ſlain upon the ſpot, the whole Iſland 
declared for the Conqueror. Capete, who could not 
confide in the Siciliam, and would not be a Subject to 

his Soveraigns Enemy, prepares to make his eſcape for 
his ſecurity. But the Sicilians underſtanding it, came 
and delivered Capece, and many more Friends of Mau- 
fredi's to King Charles, and ſoon after the whole King- 
dom. In ſo ſudden an n . not 
W * Gs now- 
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| Knowing what was become of her Husband, and fear Ml 
ing thoſe things which afterwards happened, ſacrificed MW | 
her Eſtate to her ſafety, and being big with one Child, 
embarked with another, called Giuffredi, about eight | 
Fears old, with a deſign to take Sanctuary at Hipari. 
She arrived there ſafely, and was brought to Bed of a 
Son, whom ſhe named Scacciato the Expelled. She 
takes a Nurſe, and goes on Board again with her, and 
her two Sons, intending to go to her Relations at Na. 
ples, but a violent Tempeſt caſt her upon the Iſle of 
Ponxo. She had the good Fortune to come into a little | 
Harbour, where ſhe ſtaid for a more favourable oppor: || 
tunity. Walking up and down ſhe found a ſmall ſol 
- tary place, whither ſhe went every day to bemoan her 
Husbands, and her own misfortunes, One day, while 
the was making theſe her cuſtomary Complaints, a | 
Pirat came and ſeized on her Veſſel, carried it away, 
and all that was in it. She returning to the Sea Shore, 
and finding no body there, wondered what was become 
of them. But as ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Pirat Towing her 
little Veſſel after him; it is impoſſible to expreſs the 
Grief this freſh Affliction cauſed in her. She calls an 
hundred times on her Husband and dear Children, and 
N at laſt falls down in a Swoon. As there was no body 
5 Hear to help to recover her loſt Spirits, ſo they had 1M 
berty to ramble where they pleaſed; but being returned, 
they ſerved for nothing but to augment For Tears. 
Sometimes ſhe called her Children, and ſometimes the i 
= ran to ſeek them in the Caves, as if ſhe had ſtill ſame 
\= hopes to find them, ſo great was the trouble and diſtra- 


 Etion of her Mind. The horror of the Night, and 
Solitude, gave ſome reſpite to her Lamentations, and 
= made her begin to think of her ſelf. She retired into 
ber Cave, equally poſſeſſed with Fear and Sorrow 
H! be day came, and ſhe finding her ſelf very Hungry, 
; 1M having refuſed to eat for Wo days before, ſhe gather 
1 Herbs and eats them; her Head was filled with a thou- 
1 land melancholy Ideas, which repreſented diſmal things 
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to her. Amongſt theſe ſorrowful Reflections, ſhe ſaw | 
2 Goat go into her Cave, and preſently go out again, 
to return to the Woods. She went to find it, and there 
„ſam two Kids juſt yeaned. They pleaſed her ſo much, 
fthat having Milk in her Breaſts ſtill, ſhe gave them her 
Nipples, which they ſucked as naturally as if it had been 
their Dams. This little Company, as wild as it was, 
= afforded her ſome fort of ſolace. She eat Herbs, and 
= drank Water, always weeping when ſhe thought on 
ber Husband, Children, and her former Condition. 
r. The long abode ſhe made in fo wild a place, made her 
begin to turn Savage her ſelf; and how could it be other · 
wiſe, having nothing but Brutes to Converſe with ? 
Some months after, by chance, a Veſſel of Piſa ar- 
rived at the fame Port, where ſhe was, Currado de 
Marcheſe Maleſpini was on Board, who had been to 
fetch his Wife from a Pilgrimage, ſhe having been to 
ne viſit the Saints of thoſe Countries. The Marquels, one 
day, had a mind co _ himſelf with Hunting in 
he WY this Hand, and brought his Wife, and ſome of his Ser- 
= vants. About a Piſtol ſhot from Madam Beritolas Cave, 
the Hounds chaſed the two Kids, who directly ran to 
their Companion. Madam Beritolz hearing the noiſe, 
runs out, takes up a Stick, and beats the Dogs away. 
d, The Marqueſs, and his Lady, who followed the Dogs 
& cloſe, came in the interim. The ſurprize was equal 
on both ſides; for her to ſee ſuch perſons in her De- 
ſert, and for them to find a Woman d ſuch a Figure, 
Black, Meager and hairy. The Marqueſs called off 
his Dogs to diſcourſe Madam Beritola, and preſſed her 
ſo earneſtly, that at laſt ſhe diſcovered wlio ſhe was; 
by what Accident ſhe came thither, and her Reſolu- 
tion to end her miſerable life there; The Marqueſs 
was extremely moved at the Relation of her misfortunes; 
and as he had known her Husband, ſo he uſed all Ar- 
guments poſſible co perſuade her from ſo cruel a Reſo- 
lution, and to mak? her conſent to go along with him; 
till Fortune was more „ to her, promiſing to 
. | 2 | treat 
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ttreat her as if ſhe were his own Siſter. Madam Beritole 
making him no Promiſes, he leaves his Lady with her, 

hoping at laſt ſhe might prevail with her, and orders her n 
fomething to Eat, and ſends her ſome Cloaths. It was ve- I 
ry hard to gether either to Eat, or put the Cloaths on, el 

al nd the more ſhe was ſolicited to leave that Deſert, the o 

more ſhe proteſted that ſhe would never go to any place in 

where ſhe was known. Notwithſtanding, after they tt 

had aſſured her that ſhe ſhould be at her own free li- cl 

berty either to conceal or diſcover her ſelf, ſhe con- de 

| Jented, and went along with the Marqueſs and his ol 

Lady. A Fair Wind ſoon gave them fight of the Ml x, 

Country of Lunigiana, of which the Marqueſs was Wer 

5 Lord. Landing on the Shore of the River Maira, MM 

they were preſently at the Marqueſs's Caſtle. Madam Se 

|, . - 'Beritola, the better to conceal her ſelf wore Mourning, the 

and went for one of the Marchionefs's waiting Wo- on 

men. The Pirats who had taken Madam Beritolas we 

Ship, ſailed for Genoua, and there ſold their prize. The 
Nurſe, and the two Children fell into the Hands of 

one Geſparino q Oria, who ſent them to his Country- Wn: 

| Houle to be Slaves. The Nurſe for a long time la- he 

mented the loſs of her Miſtreſs, and the miſerable Con- the 

dition ſhe andthe two Children were in, but ſeeing that Wot 

Tears did but Augment her Sorrow, ſhe comforted her int 

elf, and bore her ſelf up as well as ſhe could. Like a ore 

Prudent Woman ſhe foreſaw, that if the Children were Wor 

known, they would fare the worſe for it, fo hoping on 
that time would make an happy Change of things, ſhe Nan 
reſolved to ſay that the Children were her own. She Writ 
changed the name of the eldeſt, and called him Gian- hen 
noto di Procida, and the other's ſhe leſt as it was. She Wple: 
tells the young Lad the reaſon why ſhe altered his {What 
name, and repreſents to him the danger he was in, it plac 

he ſhould be known. He being very underſtanding for ure 
huis Age, apprehended her, and managed his part ve- {Wn £ 
ty well. In this doleful Condition the Nurſe and the Nhe 
two Children lived with Gaſparino d Oris, who m_ Fler 


„ 
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chem do the moſt ſervile Drudgery. Giamoto, who 
vas now fixteen years old, notwithſtanding his ſlavery, 

r WW had a Soul worthy of his Birth, and not being able 
„longer to endure fo ſordid a Life, left . fe and 

„ embarked for Alexandria, where he met with no hopes 

e of Advancement. Having ſpent three or four years 

in travelling up and down, he underſtood that his Fa- 
cher was ſtill living; but that King Charles kept him 

- BY cloſe Priſoner. Deſpairing of any Preferment, wan-. 

i- BY dering to and fro, at laſt he came into the Territories 
of Lunigiana, and offers his Service to the Marqueſs di 

e Maleſpina, where his Mother was. Gianvoto being 

is grown a very handſome, proper young Man, the 2 
„ Marqueſs entertained him, and he proved a ery ood 
n Servant. Age had made fo great an alteration both on 
the Mother and Son, that though they ſometimes faw 

0- Wone another, yet neither of them knew that they 


's were ſo nearly related. 

i BY The Marqueſs had a very beautiful Daughter, whom 

ol he called Spins, about ſixteen years of Age, ſhe was 
married to Nicolo da Grignano; but being ſoon-a Widow, 

a- Whe came home again to her Father. Giaunotto had 


The good Fortune to be fancied by her, and ſhe was 0 
not in the leaft diſpleaſing to him. They held on an | 


er ntrigue of Gallantry together for many months, be- 
a ore any one perceived it. But as happy Lovers are 
re commonly very imprudent, and as it very difficult to 
1g onceal a violent Paſſion for any long time, they be- 
ne Nan not to be ſo Circumſpect as they ought, and lived 
10 ith leſs. privacy and reſervedneſs. One day when 
u. hey had left the reſt of Company to go into a very ; 
ne {Pleaſant Wood, which was not far from the Houſe, 
1is hat they might enjoy themſelves alone. They found a 
if place very agreeable to their purpoſe, where their Plea- 
or {Wure was fo great, that the time ſeemed very ſhore. But 
'e- In Concluſion, they were ſurprized by the Marqueſs, 
he ho unhappily came and interrupted them, cloſe toge- 
de her, in the midſt of their, Extaſies. The Marqueſs be- 
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the perfidiouſneſs of his Servant; commanded both to be 
hound and carried to Priſon, reſalving that they ſhould 
die forit, His Lady endeayoured to allay the violence | 
bol his Paſſion, and perſuaded him not to proceed ſo 
furiouſly, She acknow edged that it was a great affliction 


fall year under their {or r owful Confinement withaut f 
= Don P edro, King of Arragon, made Sicily Revolt, and De- 


to the latter, made great rejoycing for it. Giannotto, 


laid, I have run up and down the World t 


remember that I have ſeen my Father Governour under 


2 direct Anſwer to your Queſtion, | 


| / 


ing enraged at the laſeiviouſneſs of his Daughter, and 


to have ſuch a Daughter, and that ſhe was much troubled 
at what ſhe had ſeen as he could be; but yet ſhe did not 
think it Prudent that he ſhould imbrue his Hands in the 
Blood of his Daughter and Servant: at laſt ſhe ſo ſar 
prevailed upon him, that he only ſent them to Priſon, or: | 
dered them to be kept apart, and allowed them nothing 
but what would juſt keep them from ſtarving, where 
they had leifure enough to repent of the Crime they 
had committed. Theſe unfortunate Lovers had been a | 


any Perſons knowing of it; when it happened that | 


poſed King Charles. The Marqueſs, who was no Friend 


being informed of this by one of his Keepers, exprel- 
ſed abundance of Joy at it, and fetching a deep ligh, 

Polo fourteen | 
years, begging my Bread, and deſired nothing more 
than ſuch a Revolution, and now I am under Confine- 


ment, and can reap no benefit from it, and what adds 


Co ACE PRO - rc ce LE Eu A LL 


to my Affliction, is, that I am afraid that my Impri- | nc 
ſonment and Life are of an equal length. His Keeper, in 
laughing, ſays, pray what will you get by meddling or 
With the affairs of great Monarchs? Have you any Pr 
Pretentions to the Crown of Sicily.. My Heart ß ha 
ready to break, ſays Giannotto, when I think of the hi: 
great Reputation my Father was in there: although 1 to 
was very young when I came from thence, yet I can ou 


King Manfredi. Who then was your Father, ſays the 
Gaoler ? Becauſe I am now out of danger, I will give you 
if my Father is ſtill 
| living 
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living, his name is Arrigbetto Capece, and mine Ginffred;, 
and not Giannotto. Would to God I 
T am ſure that if I did return to Sicily, I ſhould be pret 
ferred. As ſoon as this Keeper was relieved, he wen 
and related this whole matter to the Marqueſs. He 
| ſeemed as if he did not much regard it; yet thought that 
he might find out the truth of the matter from Madam 
Beritola, whom he asked if ſhe had a Son named Giuf- 
6 | fredj. She ſaid it was the name of her eldeſt, who if he 
xr | were now alive was twenty two years old. The Marqueſs 
was almoſt convinced that this was the ſame, and began 
to be overjoyed that he could find out an Expedient to 
re repair his Daughters Honour without ſhedding of blood. 
He ordered Giannotto to be brought to him, and made 
a him give an account of the Accidents of his Life. Be- 
ut ing now thoroughly convinced that he was Giuffredi, 
at the Son of Arrighetro Capece, repreſented to him the 
e. greatneſs of the Affront he had put upon him, his; in- 


** 6 


without Mercy. But becauſe you tell me that you are 
h, born a Gentleman, I will ſoon put an end to your 
en Confinement and Misfortunes, and repair both our 
Honours. You have a kindneſs for my Daughter, ſhe 
is a Widow and rich, and you know that ſhe is not to 
be deſpiſed either for her Parts or Perſon, and you are 
not ignorant of her Extraction. I will give her to you 
in Marriage, and you ſhall live with me, as one of my 


had not in the leaſt abated any thing of the greatneſs of 
his Soul, or the Affection he bore his Miſtreſs. And 

to give the Marqueſs to underſtand that he did nothing. 
out of fear, he ſays, what was neceſſary ta make him 


lays he, if I love your Daughter, it is neither for In- 
tereſt, nor for any motive unworthy a Gentleman, but 
ill purely becauſe I thought her amiable, If we have com- 

. TIT F 4 mitted: 


ad but my liberty. 


S own Children, as long as you thing fit. Although the 
# Priſon had mortified the Carcaſs of the Lover, yet it 


apprehend that his Courage was equal to his Birth. Sir, 


— 


1d I gratitude in returning evil for good. There's no body 
beſides my {elf (ſays he) but would have dealt with you 
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mitted a Fault, it is a Fault of Youth, which if con; 


- would but remember that they were once young, and 
compare the miſcarriages of others with their own, 
and their on with others, they would not be ſo ſevere 
upon ſuch occaſions. I eſteem, and love your Daugh- 
ger, and very gladly accept the offer you make, and if 
1 had not thought I ſhould have been refuſed, I ſhould 


long ago have made the ſame Propoſal. This favour is | 


the more acceptable, by hew much it was leſs ex- 
pected; but if your Heart doth not agree with your 


Tongue, you may fave your ſelf the trouble of flat- BW 


tering me with vain hopes. I love your Daughter more 
than my own life, and although you uſe me never fo 


\ ſeverely; yet 1 muſt ſtill love you out of the love that 


1 bear her. The Marqueſs raviſhed with this generous 
Anſwer, and obſerving at the ſame time the violence 


of his Paſſion, immediately embraced him, and pre- 


{ently ſent for his Daughter, whom the Priſon had ſo 
altered that ſhe was hardly to be known. The Contract 
was made and ſigned with great ſecreſie. Some days 
after the Marqueſs thought, it convenient to diſcover 


this joy ful news to his Lady and Madam Berite/a; asking 
her if ſhe ſhould not be glad to ice her eldeſt Son mar- 


ried to one of his Daughters. You will extremely oblige 


15 me, ſays ſhe, to ſhew me a ſight that is dearer to me 
than my own life, and doing it after the manner you | 


en in ſome meaſure revive my dead hopes. A flood 
of Tears hindered her from ſaying more. And you, my 
Dear, ſays he to his Lady, what will you ſay to ſuch a 


Som in law? She anſwers, not only a Man of ſuch ex- 


traordinary merit, but alſo any other would be very 


pleaſing to her. Well ſays the Marqueſs, it ſhall not 


be long before you ſhall be ſo happy. Some days after, 
when the new ee Couple had recovered their for- 


: mer Features and Complexion. The Marqueſs asked 
 Gizfrea; if he ſhould not be glad to ſee his Mother. 
Sir, laid he, I cant believe the is alive, it is 2 4 
r N ſible 
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fidered, is nor ſo hainous as you imagine. If old Men 
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 fible that ſhe ſhould ſurvive under fo great misfortunes : 
but if ſhe were alive, I ſhould be almoſt tranſported at 
d the fight of her, and believe that by her Advice I might 
„recover my Poſſeſſions in Sicily. The Marqueſs 
e brought in both the Mothers. Madam Beritols ſoon 
- obſerved thoſe Features in him that ſhe remembred in 
£ WY his tender infancy, or whether ſhe was prepoſſeſſed with 
d the hopes the Marqueſs had given her of ſeeing him, 
is ſhe fell about his Neck, and was in fuch a rapture of 
Joy at the ſighe of him, that ſhe was not capable to 
utter one word, but fainted away in his Arms. Giuf- 
| fredi, by an unaccountable inſtinct, knew his Mother, 


e and was ſurprized that he had ſo often ſeen her before 
o without knowing her. Madam Beritola, coming to her 
ie ſelf, renewed her Endearments and Embraces, and the 
18 Marchioneſs paſſed her Reſpects and Complements. 
6 The married perſons made dutiful returns to every one 
„of them, then they began to give an account of their 
0 Adventures: after which the Marqueſs acquainted his 


| Friends that he had married his Daughter, and feaſted 
and entertained all their Kindred for many days. Giuf- 
fredi made uſe of this favourable Conjuncture to re- 
queſt two things of his Father-in Law. Firſt, co ſend 
for his Brother, who was Slave to Gaſparino d Oria, 
and then to ſend ſome fit perſons into Sicily, to get in- 
| telligence of the State of the Country, and to inquirg 
whether his Father was dead or alive; and in caſe he 
was alive, how matters ſtood with him, and ſpeedily 
to return after he had informed himſelf off theſe parti- 
culars. The Marqueſs readily performed all that his 


Son in. Law deſired, and immediately diſpatches one to 
y Genoua, and another to Sicily. He that went to Genous, 
ot as ſoon as he arrived there, intreats Ga/parino d Oria, 


on the behalf of the Marqueſs his Maſter, ſpeedily to 
ſend the Captive and his Nurſe, telling from beginning 
to end the Adventures of Giuſfredi, and his Mother. 
Gaſparino, being more ſurprized. at his Story than the 
requeſt he made, anſwers, it is now about fourteen 

F | | | YeAU'S 
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years ſince I have had this Boy, whom you demand, 
and a Woman, who ſays ſhe is his Mother. I am very 
willing to ſend them to the Marqueſs di Maleſpina, 
whom I can deny nothing. But I defire you to tell 
him from me, that I would not have him give Credit too 
ceeaſily to Giannotto, who now calls himſelf Giaffradi. It 
may be a Cheat of more dangerous Conſequence than 
he at firſt imagines. Whilſt they were making the 
Marqueſss Meſſenger welcome, Gaſparino examins the 
Nurſe about the truth of theſe things. She having 
heard people talk of the Commotions in Sicily, and un- 
derſtanding that Arrighetto Capece was yet living, be- 
lieving that ſhe had no reaſon now to be afraid, readily 
anſwers to every particular, and gives Gaſparino Rea- 
ſons why ſhe had done as ſhe did. Gaſparino, ſeeing 
that the Meſſenger's, and Nurſes Reports agreed one 
with the other, began to Credit what was told him, and 
being a very curious and inquiſitive Perſon , took 
all methods to find the truth of the matter, ſo that 
at laſt he was intirely ſatisfied. He was extremely | 


troubled that he treated the poor Captive ſo hardly, 


and to make ſome Compenſation, he offers him a 
young and handſome Davghter of his in Marriage. He 
accepts of her; and the Marriage being ſolemnized, 
Gaſparino embarks with the new married Perſons, the 
Meſſenger, and Nurſe, to wait upon the Marqueſs de 
Maleſpina. It is more eaſie to imagine, than exprels the 
Joy that was on all ſides, for a Mother after fourteen 
years to fee her dear Children, that ſhe had given over 
for loſt; and for Children to fee a Mother whom they 
had no hopes to believe was ſtill alive. What Joy was 
it for the Marqueſs and Gaſparino, to have beſtowed 


7 their Daughters ſo well, and at laſt for the poor 


Nurſe to find ſo happy a Conclufion to all her miſ- 
fortunes ? But this was not the only reaſon they had to 
rejoyce, for the Meſſenger that came from Sicily 
brought word that Arrigheite Capece was well, and in as 
_ great Power and Reputation as ever; that at the be- 
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inning of the Revolt in Sici/y, the People ran to 
che Prifon where he was, killed the Guards, ſer him at 
liberty, and made him their General. That Don Pedro 
the King, had reſtored all his Eſtate and Honours to 
him. That he had expreſſed a great deal of Joy at 


che neus of his Wife and Children, of whom he had 
not heard one word ſinee his Confinement, and that 


he had ſent ſome Gentlemen to fetch them, who 


would ſuddenly be here being already arrived in the 


River in a light Veſſel. Never were Perſons received 
with greater Joy. After ſome ſhort returns of Com- 
lements, Capeces Gentlemen gave the Marqueſs and 
is Lady the thanks of their Maſter, for their good 
Offices to Madam Beriiala, and the Favour they had 


done Giuffredi, and made them a tender of all the Ser- 


vice Capece was able to do them. The ſame they did 
to Gaſparino, and then ſet fail for Sicily, where Ma- 
dam . Berizols was impatient till ſhe arrived. Their 
parting was not without Tears; Madam Beritola, her 
Sons, their Wives, the Marqueſs, Marchioneſs, and 
Gaſparino wept very plentifully, and his mournful 
Scene was not over till Madam Beritols, her Sons, 


and their Wives had ſet fail. The Wind proved fa- 


vourable, and they ſoon reached Palermo, where Ca- 
pece received them with tranſports of Joy beyond Ex- 
preſſion. : | - 
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The Soldan of Alexandria ſends bis Daugbter to be mar- 
fried tothe King of Algarvia. She falls into ſeveral 
Handi, and at laſt comes back to her Father, She is 
ſeut 4 ſecond time to the King of Algarvia, with 


whom ſhe, nevertheleſs, paſſed for a Virgin. 


named Alatiel, who was the greateſt beauty in 


her time. The King of Alpervis fell in love with 
her, and deſired her in Marriage. The Soldan, who was 
very much obliged to this Prince, readily grants it, and 


fits out a Man of War, and ſends her with a noble 


Train, and magnificent Equipage. The Wind proved 


fair, ſhe leaves Alexandria, and for ſome days had a very 


proſperous Voyage. But when they came to the Coaſt 


of Sardinia, there aroſe ſuch a violent Storm, that they 


thought themſelves utterly loſt. As neceſſity often- 
times inſpires Courage, ſo every one contrived their 
beſt to prevent being Shipwracked. They were two 


days in this ſad condition. The third day being come, 


and the Storm ſtill continuing, the Seamen were at 


ſuch a loſs, that they could not tell where they were; tlie 
day was cloudy, and the night as dark, and being leſt to 
the mercy of the Winds, they perceived that their Ship 
ſprung a leak. Every one provided for his own Secu- 
rity. The Commander ordered the Long-Boat to be 
let down, believing it ſafer to be there than in the 
Ship, and the whole Ships Crew crowded one upon a- 
nother to get in, notwithſtanding they ran upon naked 
Swords, which thoſe firſt got in, guarded the Boat with, 


to hinder others. They were all ſo ſolicitous for their 
own ſafety, that no body took any Care of the Princeſs, 


but all their eadeayours availed nothing, for the Boat 


+, : . 


| 


 Eminedab, Soldan of Alexandria, had a Daughter 
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NOYE L XVI. 77 
being over · loaden ſunk down right, and all that were in 


it were drowned, not being able to reach the Ship. 4- 
Tatiel cried in vain for Aſſiſtance, no body came to her 


relief. They all had left the Veſſels, beſides the Wo- 


men that waited on her. Not long after a guſt of 
Wind drove the Ship on a Sand, within a Stones caſt 
of the Ifland of Majorca. She lay all night upon the 
Sand, where ſhe- received great damage; The Storm 
ending with the night, Alatiel was much ſurprized to ſee 
her ſelf on Land, ſhe was ſtruck with fear, ſhe calls, 
but no body anſwered. She looks upon her Women, 
and found few of them that were not quite exanimated 
either through. fear or the hardſhips of the Sea. It is 
more eaſie to gueſs than expreſs what a Conſternation 


ſhe was in. She ſighed and wept, and all that were 


left alive ſighed and wept with her, to ſee themſelves | 


alone in a ſtrange Country, deſtitute of all Aſſiſtance. 


In the Afternoon a Gentleman, named Pericon de Vi- 
ſalgo, coming from one of his Country Houſes, at- 
tended by ſeveral Servants on Horſeback, happened to 


A paſs by. When he ſaw the Ship, he preſently ſup- 
poſed it to bs the effect of the laſt nights Storm. He im- 


mediately ordered one of his Attendanceto go into it, 
and ſee who was there» With ſome difficulty he got up, 


and there found Alatiel, and her ſmall Company crepe 


into a little corner of the Veſſel, As ſoon as ever they 
ſaw him, they cried out to him for Pity and Compaſſion. 
But perceiving that he neither underſtood them, nor 


© they him, they endeayour to diſcover their miſerable 


Condition by ſigns. The Servant having informed 
himſelf as well as he could, returns to give an account to 


© Pericon, who preſently got the Women, and all what- 


ſoever was moſt valuable, on Shoar, and ordered them 
to be conducted to his Country Houſe. He endeavour- 


Jed to comfort the Ladies under their misfortunes, by 


generous Entertainment, and ſoon perceived by the 


YG richneſs of Alatie!'s Cloaths, and the reſpect that all 
| the reſt paid her, that Alatiel was a Perſon of Honour. 


Although 


* 


oppoſe her bad Fortune, and exhorted her Companions iſ 
to preſerve their Chaſtity, but the Example The gave 
them, was not in the leaſt proper to perfaade chem. 
Pericon, being tired with fruitleſs Applications, reſolved | 
do ſee what could be done by Policy, before he made 
ſe of open Violence. He had obſerved that ſhe loved 
Wine, fo he deſigned to fee if he could overcome her 


58 _ Boccace's Novell. 
Akhough ſhe was very ill, and her Fatigues and Fear 


ry beautiful. He was fo nat 
reſolves to Marry in caſe ſhe were ſingle, and if not, 


dy the oppoſition it met with from Alariel. This fair , 
Lady finding herſelf amongſt Chriſtian 


his Servants to give the Lady always of this mixture. 


by us. Wine is forbidden by the Law of Mabome, but 3 


1 Pleaſed with theſe beginnings, and continued the Er 


Had very much altered her 1 1 0 
ar r, that 


yer he would enjoy her. He was a fierce and brutiſh Wl 
Perſon ; but as there is nothing fo engaging as two 
beautiful Eyes; Repoſe and good Chear had nofooner 

reſtored Alatiels Charms, but he began to be pafſionare. | 

ly in love with her, and mach perplext that he could 
not make himſelf underſtood by her, nor underſtand 
her. He endeavoured by his Care and Reſpect to ſhew 8 
that which his Tongue could not, but they were alto- iſ 
gether ineffectual, and ſerved only to increaſe his Flame, 


s and fearing 
to have violence offered her, reſolved ſtrenuouſiy to 


with it. To this end he concealed his Paſſion under 2 
faint indifference, and one night made a noble Treat, 
to which this fair Lady was invited. He orders feveral i 
forts of Wine to be mixed together, and commands 


Human Nature is of ſuch a Conſtitution, that thoſe 
things which are forbidden us, are moſt eagerly defired 


Alatiel was willing to try if this Liquor was fo pernice 15 
adus as her Doctors told her. She found it ſo good, that ll P. 
ſhe drank more than was convenient. This charming tie 

Juice made her forget all her Sorrows, and ſeeing the ou 
Women Dance after their own Country manner, ſhe diſ 
danced after the Alexandrian Faſhion. Pericon was well or 


| tctertainment Bill 


\ 


tertainment as long as he could. The greateſt part of 
the night being ſpent, the Gueſt went home, and Pe- 
ricos Conducted Alatiel into her Chamber. Being 
come thither, and finding her Head giddy, ſhe throws 
ber ſelf upon the Bed without minding: Pericon, who 
= was juſt behind her. The fair Lady then taſted of a 
Banquet that ſhe never before had, which was ſo agree- 

= ably pleaſing to her, that ſhe repented that ſhe had been 


= cruel ſo long. Pericon paſſed the time very pleaſantly 
= with his beautiful Miſtreſs, till Fortune, who takes de- 
light co diſturb the moſt quiet 1 gave an inter- 
ruption to theſe two Lovers. He Rad a Brother about 
twenty five years of Age, a very fine ſhaped Man, as 
= freſh and gay as a Roſe, his name was Marate. He 
= by chance ſaw this Lady, and no ſooner ſaw her but was 
charmed, and alſo fancied that ſhe had a very great kind- 
= neſs for him: This Marate being of Opinion that the 
only obſtruction to his happineſs, was the vigilance of 
his Brother, who very ſeldom let the Lady be ſeen, 
formed a cruel Defign, which ſucceded very well. To 
ſecure himſelf a retreat, he agrees with the Comman- 
ders of a Genoueſe Veſſel, which was ready to Sail, with 
the firſt fair Wind, for Clarence in Romania. Night be- 
ing come, Marate, with ſome of his Friends, whom he 
had hid near the Houſe, went to his Brotherss, who 
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at: who ſuſpected nothing. When they were all a Bed 
ra Aarate gets his Friends together by a Signal they had 
105 BY agreed on. He opens the Doors, and Conducts them 
re. to pericon and Alatiel's Chamber, they maſſacred Peri- 
or con faſt aſleep, and took away Alatiel awake, and full 


4 of ſorrow, who durſt not cry out for fear of being 
ſtabbed. The Aſſaſſins carried her off before any Per- 
r fon waked, Marate would loſe no time, ſo gare his 


Friends thanks, and got aboard the Genvueſe with Ala- 
ing iel. The Wind was ſo favonrable that they ſoon were 
= out of fight of Land. All this while Alatiel was very 


diſoonſolate, either out of the love ſhe had for Pericon, 
or becauſe ſhe could have no good opinion of a * 


„ 
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that had no other way to gain her Affections but Vio- 

lence. But in regard neceſſity has no Laws, and be- 


Commanders were charmed with Alatiels Beauty, and 


cauſe Marate had wherewithal to comfort her, he at 
laſt brought her to hear reaſon, and ſhe became very 
pleaſant, and ſeemed now to have forgot her firſt love. 
She had but juſt begun to taſt of the ſweetneſs of her 
new condition, when capricious Fortune contrives 
freſh misfortunes for her. | 2... 

The Ship was commanded by two young Gexoneſe, 
who were both very handſome Men. Theſe two 


their Paſſion grew do a very great height, ſo that they 
took all poſſible methods to oblige her, but concealed it 
as much as peſſibly they could from Marate. It was 
not long before they knew that each had the ſame in- 
tentions, ſo they debated the matter, and agreed equally 
to divide the Conqueſt, as if a joynt Stock were as pra- 
cticable in Love as Traffick. Finding therefore Ma- 
rate, to be their only hindrance, they reſolved ſpeedily to 
get rid of him. One day as he was fitting upon Deck, 
miſtruſting nothing, the twe Genoveſe came behind 
him, and threw him over Board. The Ship had run | 
half a League before any one knew that he was loſt. | 
The Lady hearing of it, was all in Tears for her new | 
misfortuness The two Commanders came to comfort 
her, and to that purpoſe ſaid the moſt obliging things 
they could think of.@ When they thought that ſhe was 
pony well pacifted; they began to diſpute who ſhould } 
rſt enjoy her. Each claimed the preference, ſo that 


from hard words they at laſt came to their Daggers; . 
they gave one another ſeveral Wounds before they if 
could be parted, One fell down dead onthe Spot, and de 
the other was dangerouſly wounded, yet recovered. | 19 
Alatiel being left helpleſs, having no body to adviſe or 72 
aſſiſt her, believing that ſhe ſhould. be a Sacrifice to the 8 


reſentment of the Friends of theſe two Commanders, 
waz very much troubled at this Accident; yet the pro- 
teſtations of the wounded perſon, and the Wr 
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of their arrival at Clarence, freed her from the danger 


ſhe ſo much feared. He that was wounded, carried her 
on ffibar with him, and for ſome time kept her at an 
Inn. The fame of her beauty was ſoon ſpread over all 
the City. The Prince of Jonia, who was then at Cla- 


W rence, hearing ſo great a Character of her, was very de- 
W ſicous to ſee her, and found her far beyond what was 
reported of her, which made him ſo paſſionately in 


love with her, that he could think of nothing bur this 
charming fair One. The Relations of the wounded 
Man. knowing that the Prince had often ſaid: that he 

would ſteal her away, thought it better co make him a a 

generous offer of her, than to give him the trouble to 
take her away: by force. The offer was very well ac- 
cepted, and the fair Lady was very glad to ſee her ſelf 
freed from the danger ſhe feared. Although the Prince 
knew not who ſhe was; yet obſerving ſuch noble De- 
portment in her, beſides her excellent Beauty, con- 


& cluded ſhe was very well deſcended. He loved her, 


and treated her not as a Miſtreſs, but as his owa Wife. 
The Pleaſures, and agreeableneſs of her preſent con- 


dition made her forget all her paſt Troubles, and ſhe 2 
began to recover her former Beauty, and all Ionia rang 


with the fame thereof, The Duke of Athens, being a 
very handſom Perſon, Young and Valiant, and a Re- 
lation and Friend of the Prince, had a great mind to 
ſee her. He pretending a Viſit to the Prince, comes 
to Ionia with a numerous Retinue, and was received 


chere with all che honour due to his Quality. After- 


wards ſome body ſpeaking of Alatiel, the Duke asked 
if the was fo beautiful as was reported. She is a great 
deal more, replies the Prince, and ſo you'll ſay when 


you ſee her. I fhould be glad to ſee her, as ſoon as 
vou pleaſe, ſays the Duke. After Dinner you ſhall, . 


ſays the Prince. Alatiel being informed that ſo great a 


= Perſon was to come to ſee her, dreſſed her ſelf to the 
beſt advantage. Their Converſation could nat be very 


entertaining, becauſe the Lady and he could not under- 


ſtand one another. The Duke beheld her with ſo 


G much 
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The Princes Palace was near the Sea, and his Cham if 
ber look d over ſome old Houſes, that the Sea had al. 
moſt waſhed away, where no body dwelt. The wer 
ther being very hot, and Alatiel being laid down ani ] 

afleep, the Prince went to the Window that looked] 7 

over theſe Ruins, turning his Head to the Sea, to take D 

6 che freſh Air. The Valet de Chambre thinking this . 
3 fair opportunity, went very ſoftly to bim, and ſtabbed 1 
0 

C 
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him quite through with a Dagger he had in his Hand, 
and threw his Body out of the Window, which fell a“ 
mongſt the old Houſes. The Duke and his Afociats 
came out of their hiding places, without making any] 
noiſe, and pretending to embrace the Valet, gave him 
Stab of which he fell down dead, a juſt reward for hi 
Treaſon. The Valis was thrown to his Maſter, and 
the Duke being perſuaded that no body knew what 
was done, having no remorſe for the Crime he had 
committed, goes to Bed to Alatiel, who received hin 
with open Arms, belizving ic was the Prince him. 
ſelf. After he had ſpent ſome hours with her, be 
Kalls his Servants who were not far off, aud made 
them carry her away without any diſturbance, not ti * 
"Athens, becauſe he was married, but to a ſtately Hou, 
in the Country, not far off Tho Prinoe nor-appeatingiil 
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next dey, hangar great muttering in the Court, and 
the Duke alſo not being to be heard of, they began to 
have ſtrange ſuſpicions. Some ſaid he was gone with 
Alatiel to take the Diverſions of the Country, and had 


| taken the Diikes Servants only along with him, to be che 


more private. But then others ſaid, how is it poſſible 
that we ſhould neither hear or ſee him? Whilſt they were 
debating thus in the Princes Chamber, they eſpied ſome 
Blood upon the Floor and Window; at this their ſuſpi- 


21 cions increaſed, they went and looked in the old Houſes, 


= and found the Princes and the Valet: Bodies. They 


all then vere of opinion that this was done by the 
Duke of Athens. After the mourning was over, they 


Enterred the Prince, and elected his Brother his Succel- 


ſour, every one meditating Revenge. 
The new Prince preſently raiſed a power Army, and 
march directly towards Atheris. The Duke being in- 
formed of ' theſe Motions, put himſelf in a Poſture of 
Defence, and ſent to all his Neighbours for Aſſiſtance. 
The Eaſtern Emperour ſent his Son Conftantinie, and \ | 
Nephew Emanuel, with conſiderable Forces. And as 


che Duke was very glad of ſuch powerful Succours, the 


Ducheſs was much more, it giving her an opportunity 
of ſeeing her Brother whom ſhe moſt intirely loved. 
While all things were providing for opening- the 


"= Campaign, the Ducheſs took an opportunity to inform 


Conſtantine of the occaſion of the War; and wich 
Tears in her Eyes, complained af the injury that her 
Husband had done her, by his keeping Company with 
that wicked Creature, thinking the did not know of 
it, and begged of him, that for her Comfort, he'd remedy 
it the beſt way he poſſibly could. Women are very E- 
loquent upon theſe occaſions. . Conſtantine ſaid every 
thing that was obliging to her, and having informed 
himſelf of the place where ſhe was, he takes leave of 
his Siſter, and promiſes her great matcers. Conſtantine, 
who before had heard much in the praiſe of this Lady, 


i and being 4 perſon not inſenſible of the Charms of 


>  - Beauty. 


8 


of the Prince of Ionia, by great Marches, approached i 
to the Frontiers of Attica. The Duke of Athens, having 


Beauty, had a great deſire to ſee her, upon the account 


be come to the War of Trey, and that this fair Lady was 
a a ſecond Helena. Conſtantine, without further Ceremony, 


rep eſented to him as ſo perfect a Beauty. Whether 


cient to excuſe all the Outr ages that could be commit- 
ted for the procuring of her. It was his intereſt to 


within bounds, and ſometimes he could not forbear 


the preſent Conjuncture of Affairs furniſhed him with a 8 


ſolved to obſtruct their Invading the Country, and to 


wanting to inculcate on him the affair of her Rival, 


\ 
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his Siſter had given him of her. He fancied himſelf to 


defires the Duke to let him ſee Alatiel, who had been 


the Duke did not remember what had happened to 
the Prince of Iania on this Score, or becauſe he Rood 
in need of Conſtantine's aſſiſtance, and was unwilling to 
diſoblige him, promiſed him that he ſhould fee her to 
morrow, he kept his word, and brought him to the 
place where ſhe was. V 
It was with Conſt ant ine, as it had been before with 
the Duke, he took her for a Goddeſs, and began to 
argue in himſelf that ſo charming an object was ſufti- 


manage his Paſſion ſo that his Brother-in-Law might 
not diſcover it; but he found it very difficult to keep 


ſpeaking in her praiſe. Conſtantine, who had now left || 
off all thoughts of War, to purſue his Amours, was con- 
tinually contriving how to carry Alatiel off; for which 


very ſpeedy and favourable opportunity. The Army | 


notice thereof, calls a Council of War, where it wasre- 


defend all the Avenues. He orders ſome Troops to 
march immediately, who were foon followed by the We 
Duke, and the other Generals. Conſt antine, who could 
think of nothing but che fair Lady, imagining the MI . 
Dukes abſence would turn to his Advantage, pretends MW ©2"! 
to be indiſpoſed; he took leave of the Duke, and having on 
left the Command of the Imperial Troops to Emanuel, bas 
he goes directly for Athezs, The Ducheſs was not 107 


and 


— 


and the affront her Husband had offered her upon that F 
account. Is it not an horrible thing, ſays ſhe, that all 
Greece ſhould be embroiled in a War for the Fancy of 
one prince? Who would believe, if they do not know 
tit, that all theſe preparations that are made, are only on 
che account of a Miſtreſs? There is a way, ſays Con- 
= /-»tine, to make you ſatisfaction, and rid you of your 
& *Rival that ſo much offends you: I own that your re- 
ſentment is juſt, and it is upon that account that I offer 
vou my Service, and will make it my buſineſs to do 
& you Juſtice, If you think fic, I will clear the Country 
of her. The Ducheſs believing that he did all this out 
of: reſpect to her, anſwers that ſhe was very willing, 
on condition the Duke ſhould never know that ſhe had 
| a Hand in it. I'll give you leave to think whether 
= Conſtantine promiſed her or not. She provided him 
= with a Man of War, and ordered the Captain to Sail 
to the neareſt place to that where the Lady was. In 
the mean while Conſtantine, with a few Attendants, 
pretending as if he came to reſt himſelf, was very 
honourably received by Alatiel, who knew him before. 
He takes her by the Hand, and leads her to walk in 
Garden, as if he had brought her ſome News from the 
= Duke. The Captain of the Ship, who now rode at 
Anchor, was to ſend his Long-Boat aſhoar, as ſoon as 
che Signal they had agreed upon was made. The 
Signal was given, and Conſtantine having led the fair 
Lady inſenſibly to the, place he deſigned , led her 
through a back Door, and put her into the Long- 
| Boat, and Coxſtantine's Servants, who had the hint, 
were all immediately aboard. 1 PATE): I 
They were no ſooner in the Ship, but ſhe ſet Sail 
and arrived the next day at Egina, where Conſtantine 
tarried ſome few days for refreſhment. The fair One 
conſidering the misfortunes to which her Beauty had 
expoled her, wept moſt bitterly, and could not tell 
how to ſupport her ſelf under this laſt that had befal- 
len her. For ſometimes ſhe was very much out af 
"7 _ * knmoury 
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humour; but at laſt, it being impoſſible to be always 
ſortowful, ſhe became more complaiſant, and began 
to do thoſe things out of Love and Inclination, which 
before ftie had done out of Neceſſity and Conſtraint, 


Father, who was a very ſevere Prince, made him ſet- 


Miſtreſs, in a place which he thought ſecure. from any 


the Ottoman Throne, and continually at War with the 


Fleet of light Ships to be equipt out ſpeedily, went him. 
ſelf on Board, and landed in the night at Scis, and with 


2 great deal of Plunder, fer fire to the Town, and re. 
turned to Smyrna, and at his return he made a review | 


Oibec being obliged to go and 


thinking it convenient to take Alaris along with him, 


its Fidelity, otherwiſe he would not have left à thin 
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Con antine going on Board again, in a ſhort time ar- 
rived at the Iſland of Scio. The fear of loſing his 
Miſtriſs, and expoſing her to the reſentment of hs 


tle upon this Iſle, which was fortified both by Art and 
Whilſt Conftantine was diverting himſelf with his 


Invaſion, it happened that O,bec, who was then upon 


Emperor, came to Smyrna, where he underſtood that 
Conſt antine was at Scie, ſolacing himſelf with his Mi- 
ſtreſs, and no Forces wich him. He ordered a ſmall 


his Army entred the City without the leaſt Reſiſtance. 
They being all in a profound ſecurity, the moſt part 
of them were put to the Sword before: they knew that 
any Enemy was there. Osbee took many Prifoners, and 


of the Priſoners , and found Alatiel amongſt them, 
whom he ſoon knew to be' Conftantine's Miſtreſs by het 
Beauty. Being almoſt Raviſned to ſee a Perſon whose 
Charms had been ſo much Celebrated, he took parti- 
Cular care of her himſelf, and omitted nothing that 
might contribute to her Eaſe and Satsfaftion: - 
_ Owbec bein Command his Army in 
Perfon, againſt the Emperour, and the King of C 
padocia, who had Confederated againſt him, and not 


* 


left her a Smmyrya with 2 faithful Friend. Oibee bes 
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he 
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for his Friend, as old as he was, could not ſee ſo much 
Beauty without being amorouſly inclined, His name 
was Antiochas, he ſpoke her own Native Language, 
which in a very ſhort time contracted a. familiarity be- 
twixt them, which familiarity produced Love. It was 
not long before they heard that Oabec was Slain, and 
his Army routed, and that the Conquerour drove all 
before him, and was marching directly tomards Smyrna; 
then Antiac us thought it not ſafe to, be. there, but 
took the, moſt valuable of 0:bec's moveables, and fs 
2 tranſported Aatiel to Rhodes, where ſoon after he 
died. SRL "St 
During his Sickneſs at Rhodes, a Cypras Merchant, 

v hoſe ig tr obliged him to come thither, and one 
of his intimate Friends, came to fee him. Ant ioc bam 
was not a little glad to ſee a Friend that he loved fo 
intirely, ſo opportunely, and finding himſelf near 1 | 
point of death, ſent for his Friend and his. Miſtreſs 


W 7 hall die wich all he ſatisfaction imaginable, {ays he, 


in the Arms of two 1 love ſo tenderly. My dear 
Friend, I will leave you all that I have in the World, 
on condition that you will be kind to one Perſon that 


love as my own ſelf, and that you never let her het 
any thing. And, Madam, I conjure you by the love 


that you have for me, to devote your ſelf to the care 
of this my faithful. Friend, whoſe Generolity I very 
well know. The Merchant and the Lady, weeping 
out of Compaſſion, promiſed to fulfil his deſires. An- 
tiocbus being dead, they buried him very honourably, 
and the Merchant having finiſhed his Affairs, and pre- 
paring to return home, he asked Alatiel if the were wile 


ling to go along with him, The anſwered yes, hoping 


that out of the love you bear the deceaſed, you'll treat 
me as your Siſter. The Merchant replied you may be 
lure that I will, but leaſt any ill Accident ſhould befal 
you in the way, it will be neceſſary that you go for my 


Vie Bring Embarked, ſhe had the belt Cabin or | 
2 | ws a | 84 | | | 
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re 
' dered for her, and to avoid all ſuſpicion , they judged 


it convenient to lie together. 
After having lived for ſometime with this Merchant, 


being weary of being the continual ſport of Love and 


Fortune, ſhe paſſionately wiſhed for a more ſettled 
Condition. + By good Fortune ſhe ſaw an old Gentle- 


man, of a very honourable Character, whoſe Affairs 


led him to Cyprus. This Gentleman, as he was going 


by this Merchants Door, whoſe Buſineſs then had ca- 
led him into Armenia, ſaw Alatiel at the Window. The 


ſplendor of her Beauty mage him look on her more ear - 
neſtly, and he remembred that he had ſeen her before, 


but could not tell where. Alatiel was under the ſame 8 


ſurprize, but preſently remembred that ſhe had ſeen 
him at Alexandria, in ſome conſiderable Poſt, under 
the Soldan her Father. She ordered him to be called 


to her, and asked him if he were not Antigonus of Fa- 
= mageſta? Underitanding that it was he, ſhe fell on 
his Neck, and asked him if he had never ſeen her at 
Alexandrias. Then he remembred that ſhe was Alatiel, 
the Soldan s Daughter. He was about to pay her that 
Reſpect that was due to her Character, but ſhe would 
ngt admit of it, but made him fit down by her. He 


 2n8guired by what Accident ſhe came thither? But ſhe 


3 could not ſpeak to him for Tears, but he continued to b 


preſs her, offering her his beſt Service. Then ſays ſhe, 


Antigonm, in making you a Confident to thoſe Ad- 


_ Ventures which I would conceal from my own ſelf if 
poſſible; I reſpect you as my Father, and ſo ought to 


to keep nothing ſecret from you. Then beginning 


with her being Shipwrack'd at Majorca, ſhe gave him a 


full Relation of all that had happened to her, and con- 


cluded, intreating him to bring her to her Father; but 
if that were impoſſible, not to mention that he ſaw 
her, or to truſt thoſe Secrets, ſhe had revealed to him, 


with any other Perſon, which ſhe her ſelf never had, i 


nor never would diſcover to any but himſelf only. 
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Seeing that after all your misfortunes, ſays Antigonas, 
no body knew where you were, I dare promiſe you to 
bring you to your Father, and manage your matters ſo 
that you ſhall be more dear to him than ever before; 
and afterwards to have you married to the King of 
= A4lgarvie, who I am ſure loves you intirely. I will im- 
$ mediately go from hence for fear ſome new Accident 
7 ſhould happen, Then he went to the Court of the 
WM King of Cypris, and told him, Sir, I have been ruined 
in your Majeſties Service; and now have ani opportu- 
nity preſents it ſelf to raiſe my Fortune without any 
charge to you, and beſides you your ſelf will acquire a 
great deal of Honour, How ſo? replied the King- 
The Daughter of the Soldan of Alexandria, who was 
W ſuppoſed to be drowned, is in your Majeſties Domini- 
ons. She has undergone a great many Hardſhips to 
= preſerve her Honour, her condition at preſent is ver 
miſerable. She earneſtly defires to return to her Fa- | 
ther, and I beg your Majeſty will be pleaſed to Com- 
miſſion me to Conduct her thither. The King gave 
him a very reſpectful Anſwer, and ordered him to 
bring her to Court, where the King and Queen did 
her all the Honour that was due to her Quality. She 
anſwered the Queſtions they asked her, concerning 
her Adventures, according to the Inſtructions that Au- 
tigen had given her, and ſome few days after, at her 
earneſt requeſt, ſhe was ſent to her Father, with a good 
Guard, under the command of Antigonns. It is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the Joy, or rather the Tranſports, 
the Soldan was in, at the fight of his Daughter, whom 
he had given over for loſt. 1 2 
After ſome days Repoſe, the Soldan was deſirous to 
have a Relation of her Adventures. She had learned 
her Leſſon perfectly, and it was not difficult for her to 
tell it to her Fathers aneh But it was very plea- 
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lant to hear Antigonus relate the Heroic Actions of the 
Princefs. They ſay, rd, ſays he, that after the 
Princeſs ſuffered Shipwrack at Majorca, that ſhe 1 
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© | have ſomething to imploy her time in, dedicated her 


ſelf to a God that is in great Veneration amongſt thoſe 
people. This God hath a vaſt number of Temples and 
& happels, which for the moſt part are ſo many Alcovez 


and Niches. The Idol of che Country is a certain 
Bird, which is very ſeldom ſeen in publick, and yet is 
very beautiful. All his Feathers are on his Wings. 
They never have any other God till he becomes e- 
teme old, yet the Youth are the principal Adorers of 
this Deicy. My Lord, if you did but know with how 
much Devotion the Princeſs applied her ſelf to the Ser-. 
vice of this Deity, you'd think your ſelf very happy, 
to have a Daughter of ſuch exemplary Piety. I muft 
tell you that the Women there have more liberty than 
with us. They go and come as they pleaſe, and have 
no Eunuchs to attend them. The Princeſs, my Lord, 


did very eaſily conform her ſelf to this Cuſtom. I ad- 


mire the readineſs of her mind, and I may ſay, in her 
praiſe, that ſhe is even Vertue her ſelf. The Soldan 
was raviſhed with the great things he told of his i 
Daughter. | wY 7M 
Many days were ſpent in Feaſting and Rejoycing; | 
The Soldan made Antigonus moſt magnificent Preſents, 
and gave him leave to return to Cyprus, with a great | 
Embaſſie, which the Soldan (ent thither, to return his 
thanks to that King. Afterwards the Princels departed 
for Algarvia, with a very ſtrong Convoy, and arrived 
there very ſafely. All choſe of her Retinue had noble 
Preſents made them. Alatiel related her Adventures as 
the pleaſed, and the whole Court liſtned to her with 
- great Attention. Her Lover was charmed with her 
Wit and Beauty. The Marriage being Conſummated, 
the Husband was very well content; and ſhe was Com: 
plemented and Careſſed by all about her, 
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The Count D' Angiers being falſiy accuſed, fies into Eng 
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land with his two Children, who ſettle, one in 
land, and the other in Wales. After he bad undergone 
a great deal of hardſhip, be came to ſee bis Children 
incognito, and found them in very proſperous Circum- 
ſtances, Afterwards be goes into the Service of the 

King of France. His Innocence appears, and be u re: 
ſtormed to bus former Eſtate ang Dignity. | 


F Roman Empire being tranſlated from the 
French to the Germans; theſe two Nations wers 
engaged in a moſt bloody War. The French King 
raiſed a formidable Army, as well to defend his own 
Country, as to Invade his Enemies, and reſolved: to 
Command itin Perſon, taking his Son along with him, 
he made choice of Gualter, Count of Angiers, to Go» 
vern in his abſenqg. This Lord was a very expert Sol- 
dier, nevertheleſs the King eſteemed his Fidelity more 
than his Proweſs, and thinking him fitter for Repoſo 
than Fatigue, truſted the Adminiſtration of Affairs in 
his Hands, and went himſelf to the Army, which was 
already marched to the Frontiers. Although the Count 


= had full Authority to do whatever he 2 conveni· 
7 ch 


ent, without conſulcing any perſon beſides the Council; 


yet he would never tranſact any thing of Conſequence 


without acquainting the Queen and her Daughter-in- 
Law, whom he always reſpe&ed as his Superiors. The 


Count was a very perſonable. Man, fall of Merit and 


ood Senſe, Aﬀable, and one that knew how to deport 
himſelf che beſt of any in his time. He was ſomewhat 
above forty. His Wife did not long enjoy her Husband 


alter his new Honour, for ſhe died ſoon after the depar- 
ture of che King, and left him one Son and a Daughter. 


7 


9 


9 _ Boccace's Noel. 

Ihe Affairs of State gave the Count occaſion often 

to entertain the Princes. She always received him 

with a great hr Gl Reſpe& and Diſtinction, and ne- 
e 


ver thought her ſelf ſo happy as in his Company, the 
more ſhe conſidered, the more ſhe was charmed with | 
dis Perfon and Vertues. Her Admiration was ſoon 
converted into Love; and ſuppofing that if ſhe did WW. 
not make the firſt Overtures, ſhe might ſigh a long time 
to no purpoſe; fhe laid aſide all Modeſty, and reſolved i 
to diſcover her Paſſion to him. Being one day alone, 
ſſe ſent to find the Count, who expected nothing leſs | 
than a propoſal of this kind, The Meſſenger pre. 
ſently found him. She made him fit down by her on 
a Couch, and becauſe ſhe ſaid nothing to him, he asks Ml 
her if ſhe had any Service to command him, ſaying 
that he ſhould be proud to perform it. My Lord, ſaid | 
the, bluſhing, you are a very wiſe Man, and are not | 
ignorant how frail Men and Women are, and why | 
the one Sex is weaker than the other. If Love be a : 
Crime, it is certainly greater or leſs according to the | 
quality of the Perſons. For Example, a Woman that | 
gets her living by her Labour, cannogbe fo ſtrongly in- | | 
fluenced by the Paſſion of Love, as one who lives at 
eaſe, and enjoys every thing according to her own WF . 
wiſhes. It is no Crime in ſuch a one to bein Love; il | 
Wc 
\ 
c 


but it would be one to place her Affection on an un- 
worthy Object. Upon this account Ihave reaſon to 
love you who are the moſt deſerving Man in the World. 
It may ſeem unbecoming in me to make theſe Ad- 
vances; but a Paffion ſo violent as mine will break Kt 
through Decorums, and Perſons of my Rank would WF { 
be Loves Martyrs all their days, if they ſhould follow . t 
the common Methods. If your Inclination ſerve you, WM ; 
apply the Diſcourſe I have made, I ſhall not inſiſt upon t 


thing elſe, it being equally both our Intereſts to keep n 
the matter ſecret, I cannot be ſatisfied only co tell you h 
that I love you, but muſt alſo intreat you to love reci - o 
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7 rupted her, and ſays. Pray what is it you are think- 
| ing of, and for what do you take me ? My Fidelity is 


ſufficiently known, and my Honour is more dear to 
me than to ſuffer me to commit ſuch Treaſon againſt 


my Maſter. The Princeſs in an inexpreflible Rage, re- 
= plied, ungrateful Wretch, was it not ſufficient trouble 
for me to make theſe Advances; but muſt I alſo endure 


the diſgrace of being refuſed ? You ſhall ſeverely ſuffer 


for this. At theſe words ſhe began to tear her Hair, 
and cry out help! help! the Count of Angiers has a 
deſign againſt my Honour. Whilſt they ran from all 
Quarters at the cry of the Princeſs, the Count made 


ſhift to get clear with the loſs of one fide of his Hair, 
and reached his own Houſe ; now conſidering that his 
Preferment had made him many Enemies,” who would 


improve this Calumny to his ruin, he took his tro 


Children, and fled to Calais: He was but juſt gone 


= when there came Perſons to ſeize him; but they not 


finding him, the Mob roſe, plundered his Houſe, and 

pluck'd it down to the very ground. :;- 178 
The King and his Son ſoon received this News in 

the Camp, with all the aggravating Circumſtances 


that might render the Count odious; they were won= 


derfully amazed, and ſo enraged, that they reſolved to 


MW puniſh his Children as well as himſelf, for they were 


condemned to perpetual Baniſhment; and a great re- 
ward was promiſed to any that would bring the Count 


The Count knew well n that they would 


take his flight for a Demonſtration of his guilt; but 


ſill he did not think in convenient to expoſe himſelf to 


the fury of the common People, the Malice of his E- 
nemies, and the Reſentment of his Sovereign. On 
the other hand he feared, and not without Reaſon, that 


notwithſtand all the Proteſtations he could make of 


his Innocency, which was all that he could do for his 


own juſtification, the Princeſs would be believed be- 
fore him. Coming to Calau, he ſoon makes for Eng- 
land, 


[4 


> 
: 
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4and, and arrives at London in a very mean Condition, 
The firſt Inſtructions he gave his Children, was pati- 
ently to bear the Poverty to which they were reduced, 
and to which they had not in the leaſt contributed, 
and never to tell whence they came, nor who was their 
Father. The Boy, whoſe name was Lowis, was about 
mine years old, and the Girl, named Vialenta, about 
ſeven. As young as they were they remembred the 
two things their Father had enjoyned them, and the 
better to keep it in their minds, he called the Boy Per- 
rut, and the Girl Feawnete. They lived at London, for 
ſlſiioͤõme time very ſparingly; but at laſt having nothine 8 
left, they were forced to beg. Being one day at 2 
, Church · Door, at the time when the People were 
Coming ont, the Principal Secretary of State's Lady, 
ſeeing the Count and his Children begging, asked from 
whence he came, and if thoſe Children were his own? 
He anſwered that he was of Picardy, and that an un- 
| Fortunate Affair of one of his near Relations had obliged 
= him and his two Children to leave their Country. The 
A Lady, who was very charitable, looking on the Girl, 
3 was much taken with her, and ſaid, honeſt Man, if 
you are willing to let me have your Daughter, I will 
take her with all my Heart, I like her Countenance | 
1o well, and if ſhe does prove towardly, I will take 
care to ſee her well diſpoſed of, when it is a fi | 
timè. | PER B30 | | 
The Count, having only his Son left, had a mind to 
ſeek his Fortune ſomewhere elſe, and travelled into the 
Principality of Wales, begging all the way. The Go- 
vernour of this Principality was very Charitable, and 
lived very Nobly. The Count often went thither, and 
was always relieved. His Son being at play with other 
Ohildren, at a time when the Governour was going by, 
baue obſerved that Perrot, did things with a better ad- 
dreſs, and more gracefully than all che reſt. This oc- i 
caſioned him to inquire whoſe Boy he was? "Anſwer 
"was made that he was a Por Man's Son, who 5 | 
often 


" 
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world part with him, who very readily complied. The 
Count, having thus diſpoſed of his Son and Daughter, 
goes over into Trelend, and was entertained in the 
Service of a Gentleman of that Country, where lie 
ſtaid a great while, not being very well in Health: _ 

During this time Fearnete was grown np, and was 


© BW beautiful and diſcreet, ſhe gained the Good-Will of her 


Lady, and was the admiration of all that knew her. 
She did every thing with ſuch a charming Grace, and 
pleaſed the Secretary and his Lady ſo well, that they 
= deſigned to marry her to a very honeſt Gentleman, a 
# Perſon both of Eſtate and Merit. But God referved 

| her for ſomething more Advantageous and more Wor- 

thy of her noble Extraction. The Secretary and his 
Lady had but one only Son, who they moſt tenderly 
joved, and who indeed was a very amiable Perſon, 
having all the Perfections in him that could be wiſhed 
For in a young Man. His name was Kichard, and he 
was about five or fix years elder than Feawnete. This 
young Gentleman found ſomething in Feammere befides 
her Beauty, which pleaſes thoſe only that have a nice 
Perception, and fo fell in love with her. But believing + 
her to be of a mean Deſcent, he durſt not diſcover 1 
to his Father and Mother, or make any one privy to it, 
leſt they ſhould 'upbraid him with being too mean fpi- 
rited to place his Affections on ſo unworthy an Object. 
This cloſe Concealment made the Fire- of his Love 
burn the fiercer. The extteamity of his grief threw 
him into a languiſhing Sickneſs, fo that his life was de- 
ſpaired of Phyſicians were ſent for, who - preſcribed 
 Medicmes'to no purpoſe, his Diſtemper daily in- 
_ creaſing. His Father and Mother over-whelmed with 
"Grief, to fee their Son in ſuch a deſperate Condition, 
deſired him to declare the occaſion of his illneſs, but 
they received no other anſwer than Sighs, and they ob- 
erved his Eyes to look as if they did Prognoſticate 

ſomething diſmal. One day when oneof his Phyſici- 


ans 


; ordinary Agitation that followed preciſely at the time 


5 ing his Patient by the Wriſt all the time. As ſoon as | 


96 Boccace's Novels. 
ans was feeling his Pulſe, he plainly obſerved an extra- 


when Feannete, who to engratiate her ſelf with his Mo- 
ther, took a particular care of him, came into the 
Chamber, and as ſoon as ſhe was gone, returned again 
do its uſual temper. The Phyſician, to be better ſatiſ- 
ed pf this matter, preſently after, called her into the 

Chamber again, and asked her ſome Queſtions, hold- 


he ſaw her his Pulſe began to move ſtrangely, and con- 
tinued till ſhe withdrew. The Phyſician did not in the 
leaſt queſtion but that he had found out the Cauſe of his 


Diſtemper, and told his Father and Mother of it. The 0 

 Cureof your Sons Sickneſs, ſays he, depends only up- 

on Feannete. You know what you have to do, if you ( 

tender his Life; but I muſt needs tell you, that if you i 

are long conſidering about it, I will not be anſwer- 1 

able for the Cure; for if he continue in this languiſh- 1 

Ing condition, it will ſoon be beyond the power of Phy- 0 

ſick to recover him. His Father and Mother were 5 

very much ſurprized, and could not tell what to de- p 

termine. They were perſuaded that Fearnete was Ver- 1 

tuous, and that they could hope for nothing without 1 

Mlaärriage; but then to Marry their Son to a Stranger, p 

and one of their own Servants, looked but very mean. n 

On the other Hand, they conſidered that there was no n 

dodther way left to preſerve his life, and on that account c 

| they at laſt concluded, that it was better to Marry him bt 
indifferently, than to loſe him. His Mother went and 

Ipoke to him, and complained to him of the little Con- th 

fidence he repoſed in her. You are ſick, ſays ſhe, be- as 

cauſe you are in Love, and all this while would not diſ- WW th 

cover it to me, but run the hazard of your life. It is th 

true indeed, Madam, ſays he, I am in Love, and be- ne 

Cauſe yoor goodneſs is ſo great to tell me of it with ſo ot 

much Affection, I will declare to you, that it is Fear ho 


net that I love: I have two Reaſons that made me con- 
ceal it from you, both of which you know * _ Be 
. | 5 erlonꝭ 3 -# 
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remember that chey were once young. And now, 
Madam, ſince you have ſpoken to me with ſo much 
tender Compaſſion, give mne leave to tell you that I 
cannot. live without Framnete. The Lady, feeing 
had more! occaſion for "Comfort than Reroof fe 6 
Child, have a good Heart; and thou ſhalt have what 
thou deſireſt. Richard,” all in Extaſie at this Promile, 
and the happy ſucceſs of his Paſſion, recovered his Co- 
8 - Jour and aged in a very ſhoft time; and proved to 
che Worid/ that Joy is the moſt ſlential Remedy a. 
gainſt the greateſt Evils. 2 £797 4197911 DUE u gs 
As Intereſt is the Idol to which molt perſons Sactifite, 
| chey tatnperdd with Feunntre, but fouſſd fer 1 


i. che had never a Galant Feonnete, bluſhing, ab- 
ſwered that ſhe lived very happily ow, aud chat it 
would be a very fooliſh thing for a poot Maid, thar 


muſe her ſelf wich Gallantry; I would not hate ſo 
pretty Girl as thou ant be without a Gallant, ſays the 
Lady, and therefore I will provide you one, I ought, 
Madam, faysſhez'hurably'to ſubmit to whatſoever you 
pleaſe; becaule I oweiall that I have to you; who took 
mea Beggar But, Madam, I intreat you to pardon 
me, if lam ſo bold astro telbyou that in this patticulaf I 
cannot obe vet As fo Gallant I will have none, 
but if you pleaſe to provide me a Husband, T ſhall very 
readily accept of him. I Have nothing in the World 
that is valuable but my Honour, which I will preſerve 
as long as I live. ' Suppoſe, Jeanne; ſays the Lady, 
the King ſhould ask a Favour of you, would you have 
the Courage to deny him? The King, replies Jean- 
nete, might inconſiderately make uſe of Force, but 
I otherwiſe he ſhould obtain nothing of me but what was 
hondurable. 777 OOO TT I 
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One day the Lady; after 4ipleaſant manner; asked her 


could not live without the Aſſiſtance of others, to a- 
4 


perſons that Marry at Age, and for Intereſt, ſeldom 
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Although the Lady found this Anſwer contrary to 
_ - © her Intereſt, yet finding ſo much Virtue in it; could not 
frorbear to commend her generous Reſolution. | Richard 
"finding that they did not keep their word with him, 
"relapſed again into his former Melancholy. Then 
both Father and Mother agreed to Marry their Son to 
© Feamete, in which they met with no obſtruction. The 
Marriage being conſummated, Ricbard was the moſt 
© Happy Man in the World, and Feannete gave God 
thanks that he had not forgotten her. Notwitbſtand. 
Ing the alteration of her Fortune, ſhe did not __ 
her ſelf, and never made known to any one who ſhe 
Perrot, who was Servant to the Lord Preſident of 
- .. Wales, was grown a luſty brick Man. His genteel De. 
portment, Spirit and Courage, acquired him the Fa- 
Pour of his Maſter. There was no Body that excelled I 
bim at the Exerciſes that were uſed in thoſe times, and 
every Body knew him by the name of Perrot of 
Picard. Providence had an eſpecial Care of him, as 
well as of his Siſter; God — | wer means if 


te 

to accompliſh his Deſigns, that quite confound human 
Prudence, and ſeem oppoſite: to the ends he propoſes. if 
The Country was infected with a dreadful Plague, 

which ſwept away above one half of the Inhabitants, 
and made moſt of the reſt remove from thence. The 
© Governour, his Wife, Son and Nephews, and many more 
If his Relations died. No Body of all this illuſtricus 
Family remained, but only one Daughter. She was 
juſt marrigeable. Perrot had Merit and Courage, and 

Was a very perſonable and genteel Man. Therefore, 

atter ſhe had asked the Advice of thoſe few of her 
Friends that remained, ſhe Marries him, and male, 


- 


- . him Maſter of all her Eſtate: The fame of Perrot 
Aud the nen s of his Marriage being come into England, 
the King, who had received Advice of the Death of 
= the Govgrnour, and knew the Courage of his Son in- 
Law, beſtowed the Government of Males on him. A 
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tit was now Eighteen years ſince the unfortunate 
Count was driven out of France. Being grown in years, 
and worn out with hard Labour, he reſolved to go to 
ſee how it fared with his Children. Although his Face 
) was quite altered; yet the ſlavery he had undergone 
4 for a long time, having made him more Active than 
1 he was in the time of his Eaſe and Proſperity, he leaves 
1 Ireland, and returns to Wales, where he left Perrot, 
. BY where he found him highly Preferred, very comely in 
+ BY His Perſon, and in perfect Health. He was extreme 
0 glad; but would not make himſelf known till he knew 
what was become of Feannete. Coming to Londen, 
F he found that Feannete was Married to her Maſters 
y Son. The good Fortune of his Children, was a great 
4 Conſolation to the Count under all his Sufferings. 
F The great deſire he had to ſee his Daughter, made him 
1188 walkto and fro about the Houſe all day long. Richard 
coming one day out of the City, ſeeing this old Man 
in ſo mean a Condition, took pity on him, and or- 
Ldͥered his Servants to take him in, and make him eat. 
n 282 had ſeveral Children, the eldeſt of which 
5 was not above eight years old. Theſe Children came 


to the place where the Count was eating, and as if 
they knew their Grandfather through his Rags, ſhewed 
him abundance of pretty Reſpect, and would not go 
from him, for all that their Tutor could do. Their Mo- 
ther came and threatned them, and commanded them 
to go along with their Tutor. The Children cried, 
and ſaid they would ſtay with this good Man, who 
loved them better than their Tutor. The Affection 
that theſe Children had for a Man they never ſaw be- 
fore, made Feanvete, and the old Man both Laugh. 

The Count ſeeing his Daughter, immediately roſe up 
to make his Obey ſance, but ſhe did not know him in 
the leaſt. The Mother ſeeing the Childrens Inclina- 
tions, bid the Tutor let them alone. She was but juſt 
gone out, when her Father-in-Law came in. The 
Tutor tells him the Story: and as he never had any 

5 H 2 kindneſs 
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kindneſs for Feannere he anſwers ſowrly, that being 


too much indulge their Children, he bid his Servants: 
tell the old Man that he might live in his Houſe if he 


e's Novels. 


born Beggars by their Mothers fide, they loved to keep 
ſuch Company. The Count heard it, and was very 
much troubled, but being accuſtomed to bear any thing. 


he behaved himſelf as if he had no Ears. Richard, 


when he knew how fond his Children were of this old 
Man, was not very well pleaſed. But as Fathers ofren 


had a mind, and he would imploy him in ſome Buſi- 
neſs or other that he could do. He anſwered that he 
never did any thing but look after Horſes, and under- 
ſtood nothing elle. 98 . ILAFEDAS 
About this time the King of Fance died, and his 
Son ſucceeded him. After a Truce for ſome few years, 
the War broke out as hot as ever. This new King of 
Francs ſent to the King of England for Aſſiſtance, who 
ſent him a conſiderable Body of Men under the Com- 
mand of Perrot and Richard, whom the Count at- 
tended in the quality of a Groom, © 
The Queen did not long enjoy the Honour of her 
Crown, ſhe fell ſiek and died. Her Diſtemper gave 
her time to recollect her ſelf, and ſet the Affairs of her: 
Conſcience in order, ſhe defired to Confeſs to the 
Biſhop of Roar, who was eſteemed a very pious Man. 
She declares to him that the Count D' Angiers was In- 


nocent, and that it was ſhe only that was to blame: 


ſhe allo gives him a full account of the Injury ſhe had 
done him, and to render it more credible, ſhe declares 


the ſame in the preſence of ſeveral Perſons of the firſt 


Quality, and concludes in defiripg the Prelat, and thoſe 


that ſtood by, to inform the King of the Counts In- 


nocence, and to intreat him to recal him if he were 
yet living, if not, his Children; hoping that in regard 
ſhe had thus publickly diſcharged her Conſcience, they 
would be reſtored to their Honours and Eſtates. As 
ſoon as the Queen was dead, and the King had re- 
ceived an account of her Confeflion, he put _ a 
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TE en 
ration promiſing a great Reward to any Perſon that 
could find the Count D' Angiers, who had ſuffered un- 
juſtly, or any of his Children. The Count having 
heard of it, got Perrot and Richard together, and tells 
them that he would ſhew them the Perſon the King im 
quired after. It is my ſelf, ſays he, who am the Count 
D' Angiers. Perrot, conſidering well, knew him, em- 
braces him, and wept for Joy. Richard was furprized 
at this extraordinary Accident; but _ convinced by 
a thouſand Circumſtances, threw himſelf at his Fa- 
cher-in-Law's Feet, and begged Pardon for having 
treated him ſo unworthily. The Joy was great on all 
| fides; but after ſome time ſpent in Converſation, 
= Richard goes to the King, and tells him that he could 
produce the Count D' Angiers and his Son. Then the 
Count appears in his Grooms Habit. Sir, This is the 
Count (ſays he) and pointing to Perrot, that is his Son: 
his Siſter, who is my Wife, is in England. The King 
remembred the Count, notwithſtanding: all the altera 
tions that Age and Fatigues had made in him, and re- 
ceived him with a thouſand Demonſtrations of Eſteem 
and Affection, and ordered the Reward he had pro- 
miſed to be paid. Then ſays the Count to Richard, 
take the Benevolence of my Sovereign, and forget not 
to tell your Father that your Children are not meanly 
Deſcended on their Mother's ſide. The Count was 
reſtored to his former Eſtate, and the King preſented 
him with a noble Equipage. Richard went over into 
England, and brought his Mother and Wife to Paris, 
and Perrot brought his Wife alſo. And all Parties were 
filled with Joy and Satisfaction. ee ROS 
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Bernardo lays frve hundred Ducati on bis Wiues Chaſtity, 


and loſes them by a Gheat that Ambroſe put apon him. 
Falling into Deſpair, be orders bus Wife to be murdered, 
but ſhe eſcapes, and coming to Alexandria juſtifies ber 
Innocence, has the Cheater puniſhed, and ſhe and ber 


Ld 


Hwuiband return to Genoua very rich. 


where Honour is concerned. When Perſons are 


_— very often prove dangerous, eſpecially 
impoſed upon, and come to be undeceiwed, it often 


drives them into ſuch Extremes, as they are not capable 


of- ſupporting themſelves under. 


Some JTalian Merchants, who had Buſineſs at Pars, 


happened to Lodge at the ſame Inn; and ones Evening 


after Supper, the Subject of their Converſation being 


omen, and they all married Men, every one began 


io talk of his own Spouſe. Women, ſays one, are ve- 
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ry deceitful Creatures; for my part I cannot gueſs what 


my Wife is doing now, but this I know, for my ſelf, it 
I could light on a bit of freſh Fleſh, thatpleaſed me, I 
could fall to heartily. I am of your Opinion ſays ano- 


ther, and believe our Wives would do ſo too. A third 
talks much to the ſame purpoſe, and they all agreed 


that they thought their Wives would not let ſlip any 


Opportunity that ſeaſonably offered it ſelf, to Pleaſe 


and Divert themſelves during their Abſence. Bernardo 
Comellino, of Genoua, was the only Man of the con- 
trary Opinion; and ſaid, he thanked God, he had the 
beſt Wife in all Tay. He then praiſed the delicacy of 


her Shape, her Youth and good Heuſwifry: and in 


mort, ſaid ſhe was not deficient in any thing that be- 


- 


longed to a compleat Gentlewoman, and made large 


Encomiums on her Diſcretion and Modeſty; but to 


come 


for want of other Diſcourſe. But pray let us argue a little 


NO EL XX. no 
come to the Queſtion in Hand, he poſitively affirmed 
that he was very well aſſured ſne never ſo much as en- 
tertained a thought of being falſe to him in his Ab- 
ſence. Ambroſe of Placemis, who was a very arch 
Youth, laughed heartily at Bernardo for extolling his 
Wife at ach a rate, and jocularly asked him how he 
came by ſuch a peculiar privilege above the reſt of 
Mankind. Bernardo very angrily anſwers, that it was 
God alone that had beſtowed this Blefling upon him. 
I doubt not, ſays Ambroſe, but you are a very ſtrong 
Believer; but if you would be pleaſed to give your {elf 
leiſure ts conſider the nature of things, you would 
have quite other Sentiments of this matter. We all 
(God be thanked) have as little reaſon to complain 
of our Wives as you, and what we now ſaid was only 


upon this Subject. It is the univerſal conſent of all 
mankind, that Man is the Maſter piece of the Crea- 
tion, and that his more excellent 1 give 
him the Preheminence over Women. This is a Truth 
daily n demonſtrates. If then Man is more 
perfect than Woman, it naturally follows he has more 
Conſtancy and Reſolution. In ſhort, that Women 
are more Weak and Inconſtant than Men, is a truth that 
needs no proof. And therefore, if Man, with all his 
Prerogatives, cannot reſiſt the Charms of a Woman, 
from whom he hopes to receive Favours, or if you ra- 
ther pleaſe, that Courts him to them by tender and 
obliging ways, How then can a Woman, who is na- 


| turally weak, be proof againſt the Flatteries, Preſents, - 


and Importunities of a. Man who pretends he loves 
her? Indeed, I can hardly think that you your ſelf 
believe all that you have ſaid concerning your own 
Wife. She is a Woman fare, as well as others, and 
ſubject to the ſame Paſſions and Deſires; but if ſhe is 

endued with ſomething that is ſuperior to the reſt of 
her Sex, you ought to convince us of it before you de- 


eerrmine ſo petemptorily in her Favour, and fo poſi- 
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 _ rivelydeny that which, atleaſt; is very probable, Ber- 

' _ wardo replied, I am a Merchant, and not à Philoſo- 
pher, and give me leave to anſwer you as a Merchant; 
What you have ſaid can only be applied to thoſe who 
have no ſenſe of Honour; but I do aſſert thoſe that 
have are more Conſtant than Men, whb often take a 
Pride to be infamouſly ſcandalous upon this Oct iſion; 
and I am very certain that my Wife is one of their 
number. Indeed (ſays Ambroſe) I believe, Bernardo, 

| that if an Horn were to ſprout out of the Forehead of 
every one who enjoys theſe ſtoln Pleaſures; their num. 
er would be very ſmall ;'' but as there is nd external 
mark of diſtinction betwixt the wiſe and others, ſo 
Shame and 'Diſhonour conſiſt only in the diſcovery: 
and conſequently thoſe that are aſſured of ſecreſie fol. 
lo their own natural Inclinations; and thoſe that are 

na are Vertaous out of meer neceſſity. T have no 

_ reaſon to ſpeak againſt the Sex, but muft be'of the 

ſame Opinion with a thoufand Perſons of very great 
Experience, that the Cliaſt are either tin 85 Who 
were never asł d the Queſtion, or when they ask d ic 
themſelves, were refuſed. I have tried the Experi- 

= ment on ſome already, and I make no queſtion if I 
bud the opportunity of being in your Wives Company, 
: 1 could prevail upon her to comply with my Defices, 
zs have done many others before her. This Diſpuce n 

+ (lays Bernardo in a great Paſſion) fignifies nothing; 
| but in regard you have ſuch an indifferent opinion of f 
the Honour of Women, and fancy your ſelf fo fuc- WM 
ceſsful a perſon in intrieguing, I will lay my Headtoa Il «i 
= thouſand Ducats, that all your attempts on my Wife 1 
W — prove ineffectual. Ambroſe anſwered , very pertly, Ml i 
What ſhould I do with your Head if I ſhould win it? a 
Boat if you will lay five thoufand Ducats (which are of a 9 
great deal leſs value to you than your Head) againſt P 
= = thouſand, I will take you up. Now in regard yon It 
have ſet no time, I will ask but three months to com- 21 
4 mence frem my leaving Pars. I alſo promiſe to give E 
pos ſuch Demonſtrations of my Succeſs, that you 
| 25 it + 
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fhall he fully Convigced of it. But I muſt oblige on 


neither to go to Genous your [elf, nor to let your Wife 
anderſtand any thing of the matter, either by Letter 
or otherwiſe. Bernardo ſaid he was very willing to do 

it. The reſt of the Company perceiving that this 
Wager would prove of ill Conſequence, endeavoured 
all they could to diſſuade them from it; but they were 
both ſo eager, that they preſently drew it up in Writing, 
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and ſigned it. Ambroſe immediately left Paru, and 


| went full ſpeed for Genous; he learned the name of the 
Street where ſhe lived, and then inquiring after her 
Character, heard that ſhe was: much more Reſerved 
than her Husband had repreſented her, and preſently - 
ave his Money over for loſt; yet reſolved to attempt 
5 N Obſerving, as he went to and fro, that an 


old Woman went often to her, he hoped ſhe might be 


very ſerviceable to him, yer found her very difficult to 
be tampered with; but Money being a very powerful 
temptation, eſpecially to poor People, ſhe at laſt ac- 


a cepted of his Offers. Then he gets à Cheſt made ac- 


cording. to his own; Direction, lock d himſelf in it, 
and deſired the old Woman to get the Lady to let it 
ſtand in a corner of her own Chamber, for two or 
three days, whilſt ſhe went out of Town. The Lady 
was very willing to ſecure the Cheſt for the old Wo- 
man, but did not think fit to cumber her own Cham- 
ber with it; yet hearing her beg ſo heartily, and be- 
lieving it only the effect of old Folks, Jealouſie, to ſa- 


tis her N ſhe tells her ſhe might put ie 


there. The Lock of the Cheſt was ſo contrived, that 
it would open on either ſide. When Ambroſe thought 
the Lady was falt alleep, he gets out of the Cheſt, 
and found her Candle burning, ſhe not uſing to put it 
out all night, By the helpof this light he viewed all the 
Pictures, obſerved the ſituation of the Room, and how 
it was furniſhed At laſt, he goes to her Bed - ſide, 
and finding her faſt alleep, uncovers her very gently. 
He laid her ſtark naked, and views every parc ot 
| i, 75 
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106  Boccace's. Novell. 5 
Dody, to ſee if he could find any thing about her that 


wWas very particularly remarkable : at laſt, under her 


3 1 


as yellow as Gold. Tho this raiſed very ſtrong Com- 


motions in him; yet confidering ſhe was a Woman of 
Krict Vertue, he attempted nothing, covering her as | 
_ gently as he uncovered her before; but ſeeing her Purſe 
and Girdle upon her Toillet, he takes them, and ſhuts 
himſelf up againin his Cheſt, where he ſtaid ewo days. | 
On the third, the old Woman, thinking him ſaffici- 
ently tired, came and fetched the Cheſt home, as they | 


| Had agreed on before. Ambroſe gets out of his Hole, 
and takes Poſt for Paris, carrying the Ladies Purfe and 
Girdle along with him, and arrived there ſome confi- 


derable time before the three months were expired. 


He found all his Countrymen at the ſame Inn he left 


them at, and bids Bernardo tell down the Money, for 


he had won his Wager. To convince him he gives an 


account of the ſituation of his Chamber, what Pictures 


were there, and at laſt produces the Purſe and Girdle. 


Bernardo allowed that he had deſcribed the Chamber 


and Pictures very right, and that he knew that the 


Purſe and Girdle were his Wives; but till infifted that 


_ theſe were not ſufficient Proofs, for he might be in- 
formed of the ſituation and Furniture of his Chamber 
from his Servants ; and for thoſe things that he pro- 


"duced of his Wives, it was very probable ſhe had left 


them off, and given them away. One would think (ſays 


Ambroſe) theſe were ſufficient Prpofs; but in regard 
* - you inſiſt upon better, give me leave to tell you that 
Four Wife has a Mole under her left Breaſt encompal- | 
ſed with yellow Hair. At this Bernardo was ſtupified as | 
it he had been Thunder ſtruck, and remained ſpeechlefs } 
for ſome time, but the Confuſion he was in ſpoke fub- | 
ficiently what his opinion was. When he came to 


= -. himſelf he ſays, indeed Gentlemen 1 have loſt, and 


and will pay him when ever he pleaſes, which he WM 
did the next day, and then went for Genaus ready to | 


burſt 
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fit to go directly for Genous, but ſtaid at one of his 


Country- Houſes about ten Leagues off, writing to his 


Wife to come to him, and ſent a Servant, he could 
confide in, with a couple of Horſes to fetch her, but 
gave him private orders eo Murther her on the Road, 
as ſoon as he came to afconvemient place, and then to 


come to him with all the ſpeed imaginable. The Ser- 


vant was received by his Lady with abundance of Joy, 
and goes with him the next day to ſee her Husband. 
When they came to a ſolitary Valley full of Trees, the 
Servant thought this a fit place to execute his Com- 


| mands in, ſo bid his Miſtreſs commend her Soul to 
| God, for he muſt kill her, upon which he drew his 


Sword. The Lady who dreamt nothing of ſuch kind 
of Treatment, in an Agony of. Fear, cries out what 
have I done to you, that you will Murder me? Ma- 
dam (ſays he) you have dene nothing to me, but you 
have done ſomething againſt my Maſter, your Huſ- 
band, for which he has given me order to diſpatch you. 
You know what Obligations Ilie under, and it is my 


Duty to obey him without «Log queſtions: indeed [ 


pity you, but I muſt follow my Inſtructions. The poor 
Lady, full of Tears, proteſted that ſhe had done no- 
thing to her Husband that deſerved ſuch barbarous 
Treatment, I muſt lay my death at your Door replies 

ſhe, and Conjure you not to imbrue your Hands in 
innocent blood, in purſuance of ſuch unjuſt and cruel 


Commands. You may ſave my Life, and tofatisfie your 


Maſter, take my Cloaths, and give me ſome of yours, 


I will go fo far that no Perſon ſhall ever hear of me, 


and ſo you may tell your Maſter that you have Mur- 


dered me. The Servant, who had no great mind to 


kill her, was eaſily prevailed on, he took her Cloaths, 
and gives her his Waſtcoat, and makes her promiſe to 


| g0 a great way off, and fo giving her what little 
| Money he had, leaves her to her good or bad For- 
tune; and recurning to his Maſter, tells him he had 


flaw - 


: © Hain her, and that 
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the Wolves were entombing her in 
r n een 
Sometime after Bernardo came to Genona, having 
font away his Servant to Smirna, under pretence of Bu- 
fineſs. At firſt he made great inquiry after his Wife, 
that he might not be fülßected guilty of the Crim | 
which he ſuppoſed his Servant had committed. People 
were very ſuſpicious of the matter, but there being no | 
Evidence againſt him, he was ſecured from the purſuit 
of Juſtice, and left only to the remorſe of his owi | 
Conſcience, and the cenſure of honeſt Men. 
This poor Lady hid her ſelf, as well as ſhe could, un- 
til night, and then ſhe” went to a ſmall Village hard 
by, and going into an Houſe, found a good old Wo. 
man who gave her a Needle and Thread, with which 
the made the Waſtcoat fit her, and turned her Pett: 
eoat into a pair of Seamans Breeches. Coming to Fine 
me chanced to meet with a Catalonian, Ho had a Ship at 
Anchor there, he asked her a great many Queſtions, 
and taking a fancy to her entertamed her in his Ser- 
vice, under the name of Sicurano of Final. The Cara 
lonian, her Maſter, preſently new cloathed her, ahd 
was ſo extremely well pleaſed with her Service, that he 
thought himſelf very happy in meeting with her. This 
Ship was bound for Alexandria, where it ſaſely arrived. 
The Captain had ſome Hawks on Board, which he pre. 
ſented to the Soldan, who very courteouſly received 
them. This Prince was a great lover of Strangers e- 
| Ipecrally if they were Perſons of Merit, and finding 
the Catalonian to be fo, he often invited him to Din- 
ner. Sicurano s Deportment, and his Genteel man · i 
ner of waiting at Table, took fo much with the Seiden, 
that he deſired his Maſter to let him have him, who 
durſt not refuſe it. In a very ſhort time Sicarano was in 
as great favour with the Soldan, as he had been with his 
Captain before. He ſoon learnt the Language of the 
Country, and ſcarce a day paſſed in which he did not 
receive ſome mark of his Sovereigns favour, © 1 = 
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There is a famous City called Acres, under the Ju- 
riſdiction of the Soldan, where, at a certain time, e- 
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ny very year there is a great Concour le of Traders of 
Bu- all Nations, which makes a ſort of Fair. Beſides the 
te, ¶ ordinary Gariſon that was @nſtantly: kept there, the 
me prince, at this Fair-time,. uſed to ſend ſome of his belt 
Pr Troops, Commanded by a particular Favourite, ſor a 
Guard and Security to the Merchants and their Effects. 
15 This time being now at Hand, Siaurano was the Per- 
In ſon intruſted with this Command, which he very 
bonodurably diſcharged. When he arrived there he ſaw 
many [lian Merchants; but being one day in a Booth 
ad belonging to the Venetian, he chanced to ſee a Purſe 
o. and Girdle, which he remembred once to have been 
ch his own. Without taking any more notice, he asked 
' Wi whoſe they were, and if they were to be fold ? Am- 
, broſe of Placentia, who was come thither, amongſt 
at other Merchants, in a Ship of Venice, hearing the 
* Captain of the Guard ask thoſe Queſtions, came 
up to him, and told him that they were his, and 
4 a though they were not to be fold, yet if he pleaſed, 
d they were at his Service. Sicurano, obſerving that 
e Anbreſe laughed when he ſpoke, was afraid leſt he 
had committed ſome Effeminate Action unbecoming 
d. the Character he then bore. Pray tell me; ſays he, 


do not you laugh becauſe I, who am a Soldier, cheapen 
Womens Bawbles? No indeed, Sir, replies Ambroſe, I 
only laugh to think how I came by them. May not 
one be made privy to the Jeſt, ſays Sicurano? They 
are a Preſent, ſays Ambroſe, from a Lady of Geneus, - 


„with whom I was formerly Familiar, and I can never 
„(ook upon them without laughing at the folly: of her 
0 8 Husband, who was fo Stupid as to lay and loſe five 
1 WJ thouſand Ducats againſt one thouſand, that 1 could 
not obtain thoſe Favours from his Wife, which he be- 
lieved ſhe reſerved intirely for himſelf. It is reported 


allo, that he was afterwards guilty of a greater Fault, 
to cauſe his Wife to be murdered, for doing no more 
but what all her Sex beſides do. Sicurano 
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Sicuraus now 


truth of the matter. The fight of Bernardo put him in 


great Confuſion, and he would fain have been excuſed. WI 


He hoped that Sicerano's friendſhip would be ſufficient 
to ſecure him from any Danger; but he ſoon heard her 


talk to him in ſuch a manner, that he might eaſily per- 


ceive he could not expect any favour from her, Seeing | 
no way to avoid it, he ſubmits, and ſuppoſed that he 


ſhould be diſcharged if he reſtored the Money and 
things. After Ambroſe had done, the Soldan asked 
| Bernardo what he had done to his Wife after h had been 


Fill — ag the Wolves devoured her Body. Sicurano, 
| who had not told the Soldan the true Reaſon, why ſhe 


was deſirous to have this Story told publickly, immedi- 


| ately replies, ſee, Lord, what an excellent Cha- 


racer both the Gar and Husband of this Woman 


have. The firſt ruined her Reputation by a malicious 
Lie, and the other delivers her to be Aſſaſſinated, and 


devoured by Wolves, being too credulous to a falſe 


Story, of which his former Experience would have 


convinced him, if he had but given himſelf leiſure to 
have conſulted it. My Lord, you are a Perſon of 


ſtri& Vertue, and therefore I make bold to demand 


Juſtice on this Cheat according to the demerit of his 


Crime, and that you'll pleaſe to Pardon him who has 
not offended but through too much credulity. I am 
the Wife of the unfortunate Bernardo of Gendua, who 
have diſguiſed my ſelf for fix years in Man's Habit, 
and have been counted guilty of a Crime which I 
never thought of. Then turning towards Ambroſe, 
ſhe reproached him for his villainous treachery , 
yd his wretched Soul began to be ſeized with 

rour. * | 
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The Soldan was fo ſurprized at the ſtrangeneſs of 


| this Adventure, that it ſeemed to him like a Dream. 
He ordered the Ladies to ſearch Sicurano, who con- 
firmed what ſhe had ſaid, and not being able ſuffici- 
ently to admire her Conſtancy and Vertue, pardoned 


ic Bernardo, her Husband, who was in an extreme Con- 


ſternation; and condemned Ambroſe to be Impaled, and 
confiſcated his Goods to the uſe of the Innocent. This 
Accident was the only Diſcourſe of the Court for ſome 
time. The Soldan ſhewed Bernardo and his Wile a 


_— great deal of Reſpect, and after having entertain- 
geld them very Splendidly for ſome days, and made 


them ſeveral rich Preſents, he ordered a Veſſel to 


carry them to Genoua , where they arrived very + 


lich, and were received with publick Joy, and = 
r | no 


_ * who was thought to have been dead, gained ;univer | 
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Arriage is ons of the moſt important Ations 
of the whole Life, and yet very often that 
wherein we leaſt conſult what are the Convenience: 
or Inconveniences that may attend it, We are very fo- 
licitous, and think our ſelves obliged to have our Houſe | 
agreeably furniſhed, and that Mu parts correſpond 
to one another. It is a very odd fight; to ſee, two 
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Horſes of different Colours and, Age in a Coach; but 
in Matrimonial concerns nothing but-Intereſt; is ge- 
nerally conſulted. Let the difference of Age or Hu- 
mour be never ſo great, that is not regarded, ſuppoting 
there 15 but Eſtate enough. K 4 2 Ai 0144006 wo Mit | 
There was a certain Judge in Piſa named Rieciords 
di Chinxica. He was aged, had Merit and Wealth e. 
nough, but was of a eeble Conſtitution, yet notwith- 
ſtanding his years and infirmities, he muſt needs be mar- 
ried to a young Lady, called Bartolomes. If he had 
but known how to adviſe himſelf as well as he could 
others, he would never have married a Perſon fo. dil- | 
proportionable to him in Age. But as it is very com 
mon to ſee more clearly in the Affairs of others than 
dur own, he follows his Deſtiny, and Eſpouſes this 
fair Lady in a very magnificent manner. The Con- 
ſummation of the Marriage did not at all conſiſt in this 
Magnificence, things there were. managed with the 
* x | ; greateſt 
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were ſome days in the year in which it was unlawful for 
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$reaceſt rhidderarion, The Judge, who had not righ 
confulred hisown Abilicy, but chat be could manage a 
young Woman as he did his Books, after they were 
put to Bed he began to ſigh, and tell his Wife that there 
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- 
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2 Man to lie with her. He had an Almanack which 
furniſhed him with a Saint's for every day in the year. 
The four Seaſons, the Vigils, and Lent, were unfor- 
tunate, and Friday and Saturday were days for Devo- 
tion, and Sunday was a day of Reſt, Aonday was not 
a fit day to begin Buſineſs in, and in ſhort, he had ſome 
excuſe or other for every day in the Week, and it was 
difficult to find one in a Month, in which he did not 
make ſome Scruple or other of lying with her, and 
when'that day came, he could ſcarce tell how to per- 
form the duty of it. In the mean time ſhe wanted no- 
thing, and he ſhewed her all the other Reſpect ſhe 
„„ % 
Hle took great delight in Summer to go often and 
Divert himſelf at a Country Houſe which he had by 
the Sea ſide. One day going to take the Air, and in- 
tending to ſtay longer than he uſually did, he had a 
mind to Divert his Wife with fiſhing. That nothing 
might be wanting to compleat their Pleaſure, he goes 


into one Barge with ſome of his Friends, and puts her 


into another, with ſome Ladies that were her Friends; 


The pleaſute of their Converſation, and the fiſhing to- 


gether, was fo great, that they were inſenſibly got ſe- 
veral Leagues out at Sea, before they perceived. its 


when on à ſudden a famous Pirat, of thoſe times, cal- 


led Pagnino'da Monaco, ſur prized them, and put an end 


Wy to their Diverſion. They did not fee him till it was too 


late, he made all his Sail to the Barge in which the La- 
dies were which was fartheſt off Land. He no ſooner 
faw Bartolomea, but he reſolved ſhe ſhould be his only 
prize. He immediately took her aboard him, and not 
daring to follow'the other Barge, for fear of coming too 
. heat the Store, he put out to _ T de Eady's * 
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? 20 ival or Y; il; all days were ali 
ker Lady found ſo agrocable 3 


do be an Eye-witneſs of the carryi 
but hearing that ſhe was in N. der $ 
to exchange Hoſtages, that m 


| Pagnino that he would pay 


is your Wife, I confeſs that I have a young Woman 


but I don't know whether ſhe elem to vou or no, 
chat I can do to ſerve you in this bulinels is ta let you 
fee her, and if ſhe acknowledge  fou "0s for her Husba 


ended, ſays Pognino, Glow . — He 
an Hall, and orders the Lady to be called 1 18. Sbe 
came in a very unconcerned manner, and * | 
1 erde and the more becauſe he 


dut N himſelf, * thinking chat bis great 
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ied with For: and P 
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ht, Pagnino had no. Tie 


„ that below de 
to Monaco, ſh rH quite forgot h 
Legend of Saints. Chintics Was very 


Hands fe 
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him about her Ranſom: He — J. bee 


him down 


manded, and defired 
hate, ſays Paganino, to he out done in ty, if ] 
have your Wife, you mall have her without any Rat 
ſom 3 but Jet me tell you, as you are a Stranger to me, 
it js but neceſſary and juſt that you canvince me that . 


and js willing to go along with you, tale her wich a 
my Heart. Kicriardo 1 on no Man 


cauld ſpeak 
more like a Gentleman, and gave him ten 
thanks, and told him chat FL — mul 
Trade, and that he knew no W y 


he i any Wife, and 


Careſles and Endearments. ute will be ſoon 


leads him into 


"a 17 5 o Na than he 15 ne 
mm. He was ſtrangely ſurprized at her ha 
yer hanghey is would 


ave ran and embraced him as ſoon as ever — ſaw him; 


228 
7. I 


E 3 


— yok mak Z 


a, deliver her to him. [| 


thouſand 
live by his | 
ſhould be 


more kind to him than another; but as for the Woman 
you talk of, ſays he, it is certain | 


V hen ſee her you'll be * 1 ber Ml 


Griet if 
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* 2 * in the World. Do you ſpeak to me, 


ler Yes 


I very well know that you are Ricciardo di Chinzics, 
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NOEL N. 115 
Grief for the loſs of her had lo ghtered him, that he did 
not look like the ſame Man. Upon this aſſurance, he 

H to her, Madam, it coſt me gear to Carry pu a 
| there was never any Grief like what 1 have ſuF- 
fared þ fines I loſt you. From whence proceeds this 
. — towards me? Is it becauſe you do nqt 
ow me? I am Ricrierdp di Cbinxica, your Hushand, 

am come to Redeem you, let it coſt me all that I 


Sr Sure you miſtake me for another. i am 
far 7 — being your Wife, | cannot remanber,: that 
over: faw 40 — Lonk earneſtly 1500 me, ſays he. 
c with Frm nd you Il. oon ſee chat I at 
the ſame Nerſan I ſay 7 Rog The more I look on v. 
Sir, ſays ſhe; in 2 diſdainful way, the more. am T con- 
firm d that I never ſaw you. Riceiardo, ſuppoſing th 
ſhe pretended ignorance before Fepning, -qut 
deſired that he might talk with her alone, to which-te 
readily con ſenting. immediately withdrew. What 3s 
matter, . Dear, ſays Riccierde, el — dont 15 5 
Husband, that loves yau. enn Fn his . 
poſſible that ſo ſhort a time ſhould have 
altered me _ there ſhould be nothing left for you to 


| know: me- by? I never. denied you any ching, either 


for your Diverſion or Habit; there was never a Lady iri 
Piſs more reſpecded than your ſelfl. She coldy rephes, 


and I alſo know that you love me. very wh, 
that Foy never denied me any thing either lot in 
0 or . but does 2 


adam, conſider well what youſay. Would you rather 
a Slave to a Pirat in Anaco, than Wife to a Magi- 
frac Ria ? He'll foog grow weary of you, and turn 
den g and I will zone you all the days of my life: and 
beſides haue yon no regard to your own Honour, ind 
that of your Family 2 She pertly replied, it is no time 
how to *confde of this _—_ *—— „ 
E ves; 
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thing but fine Cloaths ? Ricciardo, much furprized, me 
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ſelves, when they forced me Marry you, did tnighiily 
"conſult my Honour. They imagined that a great E- 


py; andif you had been as wiſe in your on Affairs, 


ing home. Pagrino has uſed me like a Gentleman, I 


nor Deſires, and breaths nothing but Piety and Devo- 


Boccace Novels. 


Rate was the only thing that made a Marriage: Life hap- 


as you are ſaid to be in others, you would have confi- 
dered, that an old Husband anda young Wife make 
very indifferent Muſick. Talk no more to me of go- 


have received more Civility from him in one hour; than 
I was likely to have had from you in all your life time; 
and as he is not ſo learned as you, ſo he is leſs ſcrupulous, 

all days are ale td him, he makes no difference be- 
twixt Feſtivals, Vigils, and Lent. And if Paganino 
mould turn me off, you may affare your ſelf that 1 will 
"never trouble you again. Ritciardo, ſeeing no hopes 
left, began to be ſenſible of his error, in fancying him- 
ſelf to be a young Man, and returns to Piſa very me- 
lancholy and very much diſturbed; where, in ſhort 
time, he died of Grief. Pagnino, hearing the News, 
married the: Widow; and as they. were very well ac- 
— 8 ſo they lived very lovingly, and happily, ever 
r ren 
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Maſſetto da Lamporecchio, pretending to be dumb, v 
"entertained as a Gardener to a Menaſtery of. Nun, who 

dere all deſirous to be obliged by him. 


o 
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TJ T is a great miſtake to think that as ſoon as a young 
1 Girl has put on the Veil, that ſhe has neither Paſſion. 


tion. The Heart cannot be changed ſo eaſily as the 
Habit. A Monaſtical and ſecluded life often produces 
worſe effects in a Cloiſter that in the wide World. iſ 
As thoſe that live abroad have more reaſon to be wary 

Y | - 


K 


„ V 


— ©  w we. ow 2 #8 


— * 


my = eee i s awww 


WM their Steward, and retire 
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NOE L XXI. ii 
of their Reputation, ſo they are generally more careful 
to avoid-whatſoever may ſeem to reflect upon it. It is 
a very ill way of Arguing, My Daughter is in, religious 
Orders, therefore ſhe is a Saint. There was formerly, 


and ſtill is in this Country; a Convent of young Wo- 


men, very much Celebrated for their Piety, which, for 
their Reputation ſake, I forbear to name. They were 
but eight in number, beſides the Abbeſs. They had an 


old Gardener, who not being ſatisfied: with his Wages, 


would not ſerve them any longer, but reckoned with 

Fd to the Village Lamporecebio, 
of which place he was. All his Neighbours were very 
glad to fee him, and welcomed him home, and amongſt 


| others, one Maſſetto, an unlucky, ſturdy, ſtrong, young 


Fellow, and well made for Country Labour, who 
asked him where he had been all this while? Nuto 
(for that was the old Man's name) anſwered that he 


nad. lived with theſe Nuns. And what was vour Buſi- 


neſs there ſays Maſſetto? To look after a large fine 
Garden, replies Nuts, and ſometimes to bring them 
Wood. I liked my Buſineſs well enough,” but they 
gave me ſuch-pitiful. Wages, that it would hardly buy 
me Shoes. Beſides, they are all young, and deviliſh 
wanton, they have been often ready to tun diſtracted. 
They would all fain be Miſtreſſes, and what pleaſed 
one, diſpleaſed another; In ſhort, they have often 


made me at my wits end. Their Steward, when [I 


came away, deſired me to ſend him ſome body in my 
Place, but may God eternally renounce me, if I ever 
ſend any one amongſt ſuch a parcel of She-Devils. 
Maſſetto was very well pleaſed wich this Diſcourſe, and 
thought within himſelf, that he might make it turn to 


lis Advantage; yet judged it convenient to conceal his 


deſign from Nato, and told him that he had done wel] 
to leave them; for Women, for the moſt part, did nor 
know what they would have themſelves. Nuto being 
gone, Maſſetto began to conſider how he miglit bring 
the matter about. IIe did not at all ſcrupls che Ser- 
5 I 3 vice; 


ice, he was well ſatisfied he could perform it; but bo- 
ng very young and brisk, he was afraid they would 
not entettain him. At laſt he thought of an Expedi- 
ent which ſucceeded very well. The Monaſtery bein 
at a good diſtance ſtzm the Village where he lived, 
and not being known d an N thereabouts, he re- 
ſolved to offer himſelf to them, and pretend to be 
dumb. Being come thither, he went in with his Spade, 
and luckily met the Steward in. the Court, to whom 
he made ſigns as if he were very hungry, and made 
him underſtand, that if he had any Buſineſs to imploy 
him about Wood, he was able and willing to undertake 
it. The Steward gave him Victuals, and afterwards 
ſhewed him ſome old Stumps of Trees, which he ſoon 
cleft aſunder. Then he took him to the Wood, made 
ſigns to him to cut ſame down, and carry to the Con- 
vent, The Steward, having a great deal of Buſineſs 
to do, and being well pleaſed with this dumb Man, ſet 
him co work for ſeveral days. The Abbeſs, having ſeen | 
him, asked who he was ? the Steward anſwered, a 
poor dumb Fellow that came hither tother day a beg Il 
ging, whom I have imployed to do ſeveral things for the 
uſe of the Houſe. I like him very well, and if he does | 
but underſtand Gardening, and will live wich us, I be- 
N lieve he will prove a very good Servant; for he ſeems to 
"i be very willing to do any thing, and we have now great 
oy occaſion for a Gardener. Although he is a luſty Fellow, | 
1 yet the Siſters will receive no Scandals on the account 
of his Imperſections. You ſay well, ſays the Abbels, 
go and fee if he knows how co work, and is able to 
hold it, if he be, we will give him ſome old Shoes, and 
© other Neceſſaries. There was never any one was more 
geſirous of Reſt than Maſſetto was to Work. The | 
Steward asked him, by ſigns, if he were willing to ſtay il 
in the Convent? and Maſſetto gave him to underſtand 
that he dehred nothing more. 33 
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NOEL XX. 113 
Although cheſs Siſters were not all very handſome 

were yet all very young and good-humoured, a 
_ — imo the Garden to ſee Maſſetto work, and 


Abbeſe, believing every thing about him to be like his 
Tongue, was never concerned at it. One day when 
he had been bard at work, and was laid down to reſt 
himſelf, two young Nuns, who were walking, ſeeing 
him in that poſture, ſteod ſtill to view him, upon which 
one of them preſently ſaid Siſter, what a thought do 
you think comes into my Head? To carry this fooliſh 
Fellow into this Arbor to know how we were begot. 
What a wicked thing is this you talk of, ſays the o- 
ther, have you forgot your Vow of Chaſtity? We 
make a great many other Vows, replies the firſt, that 
we never keep: But ſays the other, what if we ſhould 
prove with Child? Do not let us trouble our ſelves a- 
bout that, if it ſhould be ſo, we ſhall have time e- 
nough to contrive how to conceal it. Let ns not loſe 
che preſent opportunity. We have to do with a Man 
that muſt keep Counſel whether he will or not, and 
upon that account we need not fear a diſcovery, E- 
very body in the Convent was afleep at that time; the 


Arbour was thick and ſhady, but to prevent ſurprize, 
they thought ic convenient for one to ſtand Sentinel, 


whilſt the other kept Maſſetto company; ſo one of them 
was upon the watch whilſt the other went to wake him, 
who impatiently expected her, and went into the Ar- 


bour with her, where, without much entreaty, he did as 


ſne would have him. The other ſucceeded her immedi- 
ately after, and the dumb Man pleaſed them both ſo well, 
that they never miſſed viſiting the Arbour every day. 


| Some of the other Siſters perceiving their no 
t 


reſolved preſently to acquaint the Abbeſs with it; 
upon ſecond thoughts they had a mind, rather, to taſt 
of the ſame Diſh. In a little time Maſſetto had obliged 
the whole Convent, the Lady Abbeſs was the laſt that 
did participate of his Benevolence: for the _ - 
| | 5 - ns 
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took delight to play unlucky tricks with him. The 
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the care this dumb Man took of her Nuhs, was de- 
ſirous to have her own ſhare, having as much occaſion 


as any of the reſt: ſhe took him to her own Cham- 


ber, and kept him there ſo long that all the Siſters made 


great complaints that their Gardener did not come to 


work. They were all equally deſirous of his Compa: 
ny, but the Abbeſs often interpoſed her Authority, 
and kept him with her as long as he was fit for any 
thing. At laſt AMaſſetto grew weary of ſo much Buſfi- 
neſs, and began to think that he had acted the dumb 
Man long enough. Being one day with the Abbeſs, 
who would have him do more than he was able, he 


breaks out of ſudden, ſaying, Madam, one Cock may | 


ſerve: ten Hens, but ten Men can hardly fatisfie one 
Woman; what an hard task then have I, who have 
Nine to pleaſe? Pray, Madam, either abate of my La- 
bour, or give me leave to go home. The Abbeſs, 
hearing a Man ſpeak, whom ſhe ſuppoſed to be dumb, 
cried out, a Miracle ! 4 Miracle! and aſſembled the 
whole Convent, who inſtead of diſmiſſing Maſſette, 
gave out that hy the power of their Faſtings and 
| +: Phy they had recovered, a. dumb Man to his 
Speech, So they made him their Steward in the room 


5 
A 


of the other, who died much about that time. Eve- 


ry one of them did then confeſs that which they could 
not longer conceal. Maſſetto, afterwards, being well 
fed and paid, did as much.as he could, and left others 


to do the reſt. 
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'A Groom lies with Tendelinga, Queen of Lombardy. 
The King by chance diſcovers it, and cuts off bis Hair 
that be might know bim; which the Groom perceiving, 
does the [ame to all bis fellow Servants, and by that 
means prevents being diſcovered. 


X Gilulf, King of Lombardy, Marries Tendelinga, 
his Predeceſſours Widow, a Woman moſt ex- 
cellently accompliſhed both in Body and Mind, This 
Agilulf being a wiſe and prudene Prince, the Kingdom 
flouriſhed more under his Reign, than that of his Pre- 
deceſſor. Tendelinga was the greateſt Beatty of her Ape; 
and one of the Grooms, that was a good handſome 
Fellow, though nothing near the Kings Stature, fell 
deſperately in love with her. And althougb, com- 
monly, great Paſſions are ſeldom ſubject to Reaſon, yet 
he had ſo much good ſenſe to diſtinguiſh the diſtance 
betwixt the Throne and the Stable, and that it would 
be very fatal to him ta have his Paſſion diſcovered. He 
ſaw ſo little hopes of ſucceſs, and ſo much danger in 
the attempt, that he did all he could to ſuppreſs it. But 
his Diſtemper was too far gone to be eaſily cured, he 
was very induſtriouſly officious to ſerve the Queen in 
whatſoever belonged to his Buſineſs ; and when ever 
ſhe got on Horſeback, which the often did, he was al- 
moſt raviſhed if he could but touch her Petticoat. The 
heat of his Paſſion, and the {lender Hopes that he had 
to ſatisfie it, ſerved only to increaſe his Love. Be- 
ing under this extremity, he reſolved to make an at- 
tempt, chooſing rather to die a violent Death, than to 
languiſh and pine away. Love is a great Maſter, and 
it is not without Reaſon that he is called the King of In- 
ventions. This Groom knew that the King did not al- 
LED | way 
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ways lie with the Queen, that when he had a mind to 1 
da-q, it, he went alone, in his Night- Gon, with a Wax- BM 
Candle in his Hand, and as ſoon as he had knocked 
gently at the Door, one of the Queens Maids of 
Honour opened it, took the Candle from him, and re- 
tired. Knowing every turning and corner in the 
Palace, he hoped that this Expedient would ſucceed. 
He found a way to procure a Night-Gown very like 
the Kings, and putting it on about the time that he 
| imagined every body was aſleep, he takes'a War- 
Candle in his Hand, and going ſoftly to the Queens 
Chamber, knocks; they open the Door, and a Perſon 
half afleep takes his Candle, and retires; he immedi- 
ately goes to Bed to the Queen. I need not tell you 
that he had wafhed and perfumed himſelf , that he | 
might not ſmell of the Stable, he was too cunning a 
1 Fellow to omit any thing neceſſary. The day before 
= they had brought the King ſome ill News; and this 
Prince, when he was melancholy, would neither ſpeak I 
1 himſelf, nor ſuffer any body to ſpeak to him, ſo the 
i" Queen was not ſurprized at the filence of her ſuppoſed 
Husband, and ſaid never a word her ſelf; but being 
aſtoniſhed at his extraordinary Tranſports, thought it 
an effect of his diſturbance of mind, and took every 
thing very patiently. This Impoſtor, fearing leſt the 
King might come and find him in a place where he 
ought not to be, gets up, puts on his Gown, takes his 
Candle, and goes co his own Bed. It was not long a- 
| ter, before the King came to the Queens Chamber, 
and being in Bed with her, began to Embrace her ve- 
| ry amorouſly. How comes this to pals, Sir (ſays ſhe, in a 
1 lurprize) that you have not been gone a moment from 
nl me, and return again ſo very ſoon ? Pray, Sir, be ten- 
F der of your own Health, which I value above al! 
I things. He was preſently truck with Confuſion, and | 
| was abont to have undeceived her, but that he believed 
al it would not only very much trouble her, but might 
= alſo continue a Converſation which would be no ways Wl 
T MOT pleaſing 
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eaſing to him. He therefore thought it more conve- 
— 45 leave her in the opinion ſhe Was in 3 but yet 


* ſuaded that ſome body had impoſed upon her. 
| Was per take your Advice, 


3 — went to his own Apartment. 2 2 | 
. Ailuif made no doubt but that ſome of his Dome- 
ſticks had play'd this Prank, and believed, that if he 
made a review of them all, he might diſcover the 
Perſon. It is impoſſible, (ſays he) but he that has been 
ſo impudent to do this Action, ſhould be ſtill in Con- 
fuſion. Then he takes his Candle, goes into all the 
= Chambers, where he finds every one ſound aſleep, and 
= juſt as he was returning back, he remembred that he 
F Had not been amongſt the Grooms.” This Spark, who 
pretended to be faft * he ſaw the King come 
in, began to think himſelf quite undone. Agilulf be- 
gan his Viſit at one end, and found the firſt all quiet, 
and motionleſs ; but when he came to the very Man, 
and feeling his Pulſe, as he had done to all the reſt, he 
= finding it in a great Agitation, concluded that he it was 1 
= who had been his Wives Gallant. Therefore, that he = 
= might know him the next day, he goes to one of the 1 
ends of the Stable, and takes the Sciſſors which they 
uſed to trim the Horſes with. This poor Devil was a- 
bout to get up and run away, but ſeeing that the King 
was not armed, he reſolved patiently to expect his De- 
ſtiny. The King comes to his Bed, and for the pre- 
ſent contents himſelf with cutting off a Lock of his 
ES Hair, and then retires. The Groom, who did not 
expect to come off ſo well, preſently after gets up, 
WY takes che ſame Sciſſors, which the King had inconfide- 
rately put into the place where he found them, and 
cuts all his Companions Hair off, on the ſame fide as 
= the King had cut his, and goes to Bed wichout any 
bodies diſcovering him. The King got up early the 
next morning, and calls all his Servants before him, be- 
fore the Palace Gates were open; but when he ſaw that 
| all the Grooms had their Hair cut on the ſame fide, he 
5 3 perceived 
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perceived that he had taken wrong Meaſures, and that 


| 


"8 2 


his Groom had out-witted him. The King conſidering 
that he could not diſcover the Offender without di. 
vulging the matter, and that the Publication of ſuch 


things is attended with greater Inconveniences, than 


there is Pleaſure in the Revenge, only ſaid to them, 
Friends, I pardon an Offender here; but let him that 
has com mited it be very ſecret, and not repeat it. There 
is no body knows what 1 mean but he himſelf. Let 
him make good uſe of my Advice, be ſilent, and for- 
bear any more attempts of that Nature 
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4 brick amorous Lady, pretending to extraordinary Dew 
tion and Chaſtity, made uſe of @ devour Friar to ac: 
compliſh ber Deſigns. , "4 BY eee ee 
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1 Lady of Quality lived formerly at Horence, whoſe 
name! forbear mentioning, becauſe ſhe has Re- 
lations of Note that are ſtill living there. Nature had 
furniſhed her with whatſoever could render a Perſon 
amiable, but Fortune was not ſo favourable to her, and 
her Malignant Stars had determined her to be a Trades 
Mans Wife, who had no other merit than being Rich. 
She being very proud of her Family, thought it a very 
great diſgrace to her to have an Husband of fo mean a 
Deſcent. She grew ſo much out of humour upon it, 
that ſhe reſolved never to grant him any Favours, but 
when meer neceſſity conſtrained her; hut to find out 
ſome other Perſon that ſhe thought better deſerved 
her Embraces. She places her. Affections upon a 
. Gentleman of Florence, whom ſhe grew ſo paſſionately 
in Love with, that ſhe could not fleep all night, if ſhe 
had not ſee him in the day. The Gentleman knowing 
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nothing of the Reſpect the Lady had for him, 1 ; 
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the nights as quietly as ſhe did unpleaſantly. She durſt 
not give him any intimation of her Paſſion, neither 
by Letters or Meſſages for fear of ſome ill Aceident; 
for although ſhe did not love her Husband, yet ſhe 
thought ic her particular Intereſt not to let him diſcover 
it. There being nothing more ingenious than Love, 
and the Lady alſo being naturally very Sagacicus, ſhe 
contrived a way that no body: before her had ever 
thought of. She had obſerved that this Gentleman 
uſed often to go to a Friar, who being reputed a Man 
of a very holy Life, might be very ſubſervient to her 
= Amours. After ſhe had well conſidered what Methods 
to take, ſhe choſe a convenient hour to go to the Con- 
vent to ask to ſpeak with the Father, and to deſire him 
to Confeſs her. After Confeſſion, ſhe told him that 
ſhe had a Scecret to reveal to him, and a Favour to 
beg of him. Reverend Father, you know who I am, 
and ho my Husband is, who is as tender of me as of 
his own life, and never refuſes me any thing. I make 
as ſuitable a return to his Love as I can, and I ſhould 
be the moſt ungrateful Creature alive if I ſhould not; or 
ſhould do the leaſt thing that might reflect upon his 
= Honour, or diſturbhis Quiet. There is a certain Gen- 
W cleman (Reverend Father) whoſe name I know not, 
nor has he any Acquaintance with me, yet he ſolicits 
me ſo that I cannot reſt for him, whether I am at the 


— 


Door, at the Window, or go out of Doors. He has 


the deportment of a Gentleman, is Portly, and very 
well ſhaped, and I think I have ſeen him often with 
vou. Theſe things very often expoſe vertuous Women 
to the Malice of ſcandalous Perſons, who will report 
chat of them which they have not in the leaſt deſerved. 
W 1 have often thought to ſend my Brgthers to tell him, 
that I took it very ill that he ſhould uſe me at ſuch a 
rate, but conſidering that ſuch Meſlages often receive 
rough Anſwers, which not ſeldom produce Quarrels; I 
choſe rather, to avoid Scandal, to make my applica- 
tion to you, who perhaps are his Friend, and who by 
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your Character are authorized to reprove, to beg of 
vou, to defire him to deſiſt for the future, and ſuffer me 
to live in quiet. If he affects Gallantry, he will very 
much oblige me to make his Addreſſes ſomewhere elle, 
'and perhaps he may find thoſe who will take as much 
| 1 in receiving them, as they are hateful and 2 
bominable to me. The Friar, by the deſcription ſhe i 
gave of his perſon, ſoon perceived that it was his Fr iend | 1 
the meant, he commends her Vertue, and promiſes to 
perform what ſhe had deſired; and knowing her to be 
rich, did not forget to exhort her to Charity. After he 
had given her Abſolution, ſhe returns home, ſaying to 
the Friar, Reverend Father, if he denies it, pray (ay | 
that I my ſelf told you of it, and came to you pur- i 
poſely to complain of him. The fame day this young 
Gentleman came to ſee the Friar, who, after ſome other Wi 
Diſcourſe, began very gravely to reprove him, for his 
_ diſhoneſt ſolicitations to a vertuous Lady. The young 
Gentleman readily replied, that he did not know what il 
he talk'd of, and defired him to ſpeak more openly, i 
and tell him what Lady he meant. She lives in ſucha 
Place, ſays the Father, and it ſigniſies nothing for you 
to pretend ignorance, ſhe her ſelf complained to me of 
your importunities, and theſe follies very ill become 
you. Moreover, I can tell you chat you will neve: 
gain your ends of her, for ſhe is very vertuous and wile, If 
therefore 1 defire you for your own Honours ſake to let 
her alone. The young Gentleman, being more ap- 
prehenſive than the Friar, preſently diſcovered her De- | 
tign, and pretending to ſhew ſome appearances of i 
Shame, promiſed for the future to give no juſt cauſe of | ; 


4 


Lady's Houſe, who was looking out at Window, and 
expreſſed ſo much Joy and Paſſion at the ſight of him, MW 
that he was intirely confirmed that his Conjecture was 
right. Every day that he went through that Street, 
he never miſſed ſeeing the fair Lady, whoſe Actions 
and Geſtures more and more demonſtrated her Affe 
tions. 1 | | The 


complaint. As he returned home, he went by the 
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The Lady, whoſe etration was equal to the Gen- 
* —5 — Vith pleaſure that ſhe had made 
him ſenſibſe of her Paſſion for him, but further to en- 
gage him, and the better to aſſure him of the tender re- 


ſpe& ſhe had for him, ſhe goes to Confeſſion again to the 
ſame Prieſt, and begins with Tears. The holy Father 
asks her what misfortune had befallen her. Reverend 
Father, ſays ſhe, I muſt beg leave to renew my Com- 


| plaints to you againſt the perſon I ſpoke to you of the 


other day. He is more troubleſome to me now than 


before, and was ſo impudent yeſterday to ſend 'me a a 
a Purſe and a Girdle, with this Motto, I love you, bat 


dare not tell you. I was ſo enraged at his Impudence, 
that I was about to ſend them both back by the Woman 
that brought them, and deſire her to return them to 


him: but imagining that thoſe ſort of Creatures will 
receive with both Hands, and that ſhe very probably 
= would keep them, and tell him chat I had received 
chem very kindly, I thought fic to take them my ſelf, 
and brought them to you, earneRly defiring you'll be 


pleaſed to return them to him your ſelf. And beſides, 
Reverend Father, I humbly beg you'll tell him plainly, 
that if he will not deſiſt to trouble me, as he does, 


1 | I will tell my Husband, and my Brothers of it, les 


whatever will be the event. Madam, ſays the Friar, 


Ws I muſt needs commend your Reſentment, it is juſt, and 


agreeable to a Woman of your Vertue ; he has broke 


his word with me; but I promiſe you Ill talk to him 


after ſuch a manner, as ſhall oblige him to forbear giving 
you any more uneaſineſs. In the mean time, Madam, 
pray do not acquaint your Husband or Brothers with 
the matter, leſt it may be the occaſion of miſc i f. 


Be not afraid of what Malice may ſay of you, I will 


bear witneſs of your Vertue boch before God and 
Men. She ſeemed to take heart at his obliging Diſ- 
courſe, and knowing well that the Prieſts are all 
Covetous, ſhe gave him an handful of Gold for 


| F fifty Maſſes for the Soul of her Mother. The holy 


Father 


* he underſtood her ſo well, and that her Affairs were 
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and chid him very ſeverely. Lou have, ſays he, ſo- 


lemnly promiſed me never more to trouble this vertuous 
Lady, and yet you have had the impudence to ſend 
her Preſents, which ſhe looks upon with abhorrence, 
and has given them me to return to you. He utterly 
denies it, but yet ſo coldly, that the holy Father was 


no perſuaded, more than before, all ſhe ſaid was true. 


Have you the Face to deny it, ſays the Friar in a great 
Paſſion ? See here what you ſent her? I warrant you 
don't know them? The Gentleman, in a ſeeming 
Confuſion, ſays I acknowledge my Fault, and in re- 
gard I know the Lady's inclinations I fincerely promiſe 
you not to be troubleſome to her any more. Theholy 
Father made a Pious Exhortation to him to keep 
his promiſe more religiouſly than he had? done before, 
and gives him the Purſe: and Girdle. He goes away 
full of Rapture, tha«. he had received aſſurances of his 

Miſtreſſes Affection by ſuch magnificent Preſents; and 
' preſently goes to a place where he could ſhew her that 
he had received them. She was extremely pleaſed that 


like to ſucceed, nothing obſtructing them but her Huſ 
bands being at home. It was not long before ſhe was 
furniſhed with a favourable Opportunity, for in a ſhort 
time after his Buſineſs obliged him to go to Genous. 
He was no ſooner gone, but the Lady goes to the 


Friar, and after a great many grievous Complaints, 


tells him that ſhe was. ready to burſt with Grief, and 
could not endure the inſolencies of his Friend any 
longer. Sir, ſays ſhe, you'll be ſurprized when I tell, 


that knowing my Husband went yeſterday for Genous, 
he got into our Garden in the night, climbed op a Tres 


jul: by my Window, opened the Caſement, and was 


' juſt ready to come in as I waked, I preſencly got up, 
and was going to cry out, but that he begged my | 
26 Pardon, 


* 
* 


3 
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pardon, and promiſed to make me Satisfaction for the 
Affront he had offered; I was fain to riſe in my 
Smock and ſhut the Window; now I'll be judged by 


you, holy Father, if I ought to ſuffer ſuch outragions 


doings. If you had but permitted me to have done 

what I at firſt intended, this had never come to pals. 
The Friar being all in Confuſion, asked if ſhe were 

ſure ſhe was not miſtaken; and took ſome body elſe. 
for him? No indeed, ſhe replies, he told me himſelf 
that it was he. This is Impudence, beyond expreſſion, 
ſays the Father, you have done your Duty Madath,. 
and I ſhall always applaude your Vertue. But before 
you take any new Meaſures, I deſire you'll let me talk 


to be more wiſe and modeſt, if not, you may do your 

= Pleaſure. I am content, ſays ſhe, but I proteſt to you 
chat this ſhall be the laſt time that I will ever ſpeak to 

you about this Affair, and then ſhe withdrew as if ſhe 
were in very great perplexity. = 

| The Gentleman came thither as ſoon as ſhe was 

gone. The Father tells him every thing in particular, 

and reproaches him for not keeping his word with him, 


now, holy Father, ſays he? Ah! vile, abominable 
Wretch, cries the Father, what have you done? Have 
you ſo ſoon forgot the letcherous immodeſt Actions 
you attempted [aft night? If I have done any thing 
= (lays the Gentleman, ſmiling) that is infamous, I am 
ſure you have very quick intelligenck. Have you the 

| impudence, ſays the Friar; to glory in your ſhame 
Your wicked deſign will never ſucceed. What, I ſup- 
pole, * becauſe this vertuous Lady's. Huſ⸗ 
band was out of Town, that ſhe would have received 
you with open Arms? I am perſuaded, holy Father, 
ſays the Gentleman, that you invent theſe imaginary 
Stories, that you may have an Opportunity to chaftiſs 
me. Vile Creature, ſays the Friar, all in Rage, theſs 
are no imaginary Stories, what I tell you is too true⸗ 
is 


with him once more, to ſee if I can prevail upon him 


and for valuing his own fo little. What have I done 


130 , Boccace's Novels. "2 
Is it not a very honourable Exploit, for a Gentleman, | 
as you would be accounted, to clamber over Garden 
Walls, to climb up Trees, to get in at the Chamber-Win- 
do of a modeſt Lady? I tell you her Vertue is proof 
| _ againſt all your importunities, you are her Averſion, 
1  - nd yet you would force her to love you. If ſhe had 
not ſhown how much ſhe diſdains and ſcorns you, yet 
my Admonitions, and your Word and Honour, that | 
Fou had given me, ought to have reſtrained you. 1 
| | Have hitherto hindered her from diſcovering it to her 
| © "Relations, who no doubt would have diſpatched you 
* "© out of the World long before this; but IT have given 
S Ther free liberty to do what ſhe will, if you perſiſt to 
[provoke her at this rate. Reverend Father, replies the 
Gentleman, with feigned Remorſe, we all are guilty 
bf one folly. or other once in our lives, I acknowledge 
my ſelf guilty of whatever you have accuſed me of 
and now promiſe you, on the word of a Gentleman, 
that you ſhall never hear a word more of this matter, 
You have more tenderneſs for me than I deſerve, and 
1 acknowledge my ſelf infinitely obliged to you, for! 
"reap great benefit by your Advice; and indeed fo he 
did, for he apprehended the matter rightly, and took 
them for Inſtructions from his fair Miſtreſs ; ſo the | 
next night he got over the Garden-Wall, went in at | 
the Window; by the help of the Tree, according to her | 
Directions, who was there ready to receive him with | 
open Arms. After they had enjoyed their more exqut | 
ſie Pleaſures for ſome time, they entertained them- 
ſelves with the ſimplicity of the Friar, who unwittingly WW 
Had been ſo ſubſervient to their Amours, but conſulted WE 

- Juch methods for the future, that they ſhould not 
"ſtand in need of his Aſſiſtance. — = 
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but Penitential Sermons, and t 
s Aagdalen, or ſuch like ſtu ft. 
A Monk, called Felice, of the Convent of St. Bran- 
taxio, who Was young, handſome, witty, and a very 
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Felice, « Monk of St. Brancazio, inſtructed Pucio rhe 


ſpeedy way to be ſaved, and ſo made bim 4 Cuckold 


whilſt be performed the Penance that was enjoyned 


— 
im. 
b . £343 % © x 
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IL. is ſaid there formerly lived near St. Brancaxio, à 


according to his Hearts content, and having no more 


in Family than his Wife and one Servant, he was 


continually at one Church or another; but being 


very ſimple and ignorant, all his Devotion conſiſted 
in ſaying his Pater Neſfers, going to Sermons, and 


hearing a great many Maſſes. 

His Wife, whoſe name was Vabella, was jolly, freſh, 
and plump, and not above eight and twenty years old. 
Her Husbands Devotion, and perhaps alſo his Age, 
made her keep more Faſts than ſhe was willing to do, 


4 


for the pious Man entertained her abed with nothing 
| the Lamentations of Mary 


* 


great Scholar, returning thither from Pars, Pucio got 


acquainted With him, and the Monk, who knew his 


Character very well, was able to reſolve all the Queſti- 
ons he Propolen to him, upon which accoutit he was very 
fond of him, atid entertained him often at his Houſe. 
As Monks are generally excellent at inſinuation, ſo Fe- 


lice ſoon got acquainted with his Wife, who for her 


Husbands ſake received him with all the expreſſions of 
| K 1 | kind- 


very honeſt and wealthy Man named Pacio. He 
being a very great Bigot, and much addicted to Devo- 
tion, entred himſelf of the Fraternity of St. Francis, 
under the name of Friar Pucio. He had every thing 
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what it was ſhe wanted, and her amorous Glances 
often gave him plain indications that both their Incli- 
nations tended the ſame way. Felice had an opportunity 


ol ſpeaking to her, and found her very well inclined; 


but yet ſhe would not meet him any where but at home, 


where it was impoſſible for them to tranfa& any pri- 
vate Affairs, becauſe her Husband continually watched, 
by reaſon of his private Devotions. The Monk being 


at a plunge, not knowing what to do, at laſt, thought of 
an Expedient, well worthy of their uſual probity. 


Walking out one day with his Friend Pucio, I perceive, 


Brother, ſays he, that you think of nothing but Hea- 


1 


the number of the Happy, you ought to 


* aſſured that the ſin that you have'committe 


yen, but I ſes you take the round-about way to get 
thither. The Pope, Cardinals, and the other great 
Prelats of the Church have a nearer way; but they 
will not permit us to tell jt, becauſe it would be very 
prejudicial to the Prieſts, who live upon nothing but 


the Benevolence of particular Perſons „ who would 
have no need then to beſtow it. But in regard you are 


my very good Friend, I will freely tell it 'you, up- 
on your promiſe that you will never divulge it. Pa- | 
cio was extreme impatient to know this rare Secret, 
earneſtly begging Felice to diſcover it to him, prateſt- 
ing by all that was good and facred, that he would 
never mention any thing of it without his. permifli- 
on. Upon this condition I can deny you nothing, | 
fays the Monk. You muſt underſtand, then, that 
the Doctors of the Church hold, that to, be amongſt 
rform the 
Penance which I ſhall preſently tell you. But yet you 
muſt not in the leaſt · imagine that after you have per- 
formed this Penancs, you ſhall never fin again, for 
as long as we live we ſhall ſtill fin ; but Thu may reſt 

before will 
never be imputed to you, and thoſe that you ſhall iſ 
commit afterwards will only be eſteemed venial, and 


conſequently not able to damn you, for which you 


need 
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need but only waſh in a little holy water. This Pe- 
nance then muſt begin with a careful Confeflion. Aſter 
that you-ought to keep forty days of Faſting and Ab- 
ſtinence, during which time it is not only unlawful to 
meddle with another Woman, but alſo with ones own 
Wife. You ought alſo to have an open place where 
you may fee the Heaven without going out of Doors. 
About the time of Veſpers you muſt go into this 7 — 
where there ſnould be a large Table, and ſo high that 
the ſmall of the Back may juſt reſt upon the edge of 
it; then your Feet being on the Ground, or rather 
on a Peg, bend backwards down upon the Table, and 


extend your Arms in the form of a Cruciſix, and caft 


your Eyes up towards Heaven, and ſo continue with- 
out any motion oralteration till the next morning, If 
you were a Scholar you ſhauld ſay certain Prayers that 
I would have given you; but not being fo, it will faf- 


fice if you ſay three hundred Pater Noſters, and as 


many Ave Marias, to the honour of the Trinity; and 


that when you look up to Heaven, have continually in 


mind that God created the Heaven and the Earth 
remember alfo the Paſſion of our Saviour, when you 


are extended as he was upon the Croſs. When they 


ring to Mattins you may retire and repoſe your ſelf on 
you Bed, if you think fit. You ought afterwards to 

ear three Maſſes at leaſt, and ſay fifty Pater Nofters, 
and as many Ave Maria's. If you have any time left, 


and any bulineſs to tranſat, you may do it as at other 


times, and afterwards go to Dinner. You muſt by no 


= means omit going to Veſpers, where you muſt ſay 
fifty Prayers that I will give you in writing, without 
which all the reſt will be ineffectual. At the time 


of Even-Song return home. I will cell you the reſt 
another time, and if you will but take care to per- 
form theſe thi 


fore you have finiſhed them. Pucio: gave him a 
thouſand thanks, and affured him he would think no- 


R 3 thing 


ngs with a devout mind, I hope you 
will feel the inexpreſſible joys of Eternal Life be- 
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thing too long and difficult, and that he would begin 
next Sunday. | we" . 


le went immediately and told his Wife this whole 


matter, who preſently percerved that it was a trial of the 
Monk, and was not long a gueſſing what uſe he deſigned 
to make of it. This Project being very much to her liking, 
ſhe told her Husband that it was a very eaſie way to gain 
Ecernal Happineſs, and that ſhe might bear ſome Share 
with him, ſhe would faſt with him, but that ſhe could 
do nothing elſe. Pacio having begun his Penance, and 
Felice and his Miſtreſs having agreed upon terms, he 


came to her at the time when her Husband was buſie in 


Contemplation, and took his place as ſoon as he had left 
it. The place that Pucio had choſen for his Penance be- 
ing next to his Wife's Chamber, and only ſeparated by 


a ſlight Partition, it happened one night when the Lo- 


vers were very Buxom, they ſhook the Bed very much. 
Pucio, who was in the midſt of his Pater Nofters, hear- 
ing the Bed crack, ſtopt ſhort, and aske his Wife what 
made all that noiſe ? She, who was much given to 
laughing, and now had reaſon ſo to do, told him that 
ſhe trembled extremely, But what's the matter that 
you tremble ſo replies he? She laughing heartily, un- 
der the Bed Cloaths, ſays, my Dear, I have heard you 
often ſay that when one goes to Bed ſupperleſs one 
ſhakes all the night. Poor Pucio, who believed that her 
Faſting (as he ſuppoſed) hindered her from ſleeping 
all night, and was the cauſe of this agitation, ſays, I 
Have oſten bid you not to Faſt, but in regard you have, 


pray goto ſleep, and don't ſhake at that rate; for you 


not only make your Bed move, but what is in this 
Room. I know very well what I do, ſays ſhe, do you 
mind your own buſineſs, and Ill mind mine. Pacio 
held his Tongue, and returned to his Devotion. The 
Lovers, notwithſtanding, would not be ſo near the 
Penitent for the future, but found a Bed farther off, 


and fo diverted themſelves as long as the Penance 


laſted. When the Monk was gone, Iſabells ns 20 
2 „„ her 
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her own Bed, where her Husband came to repoſe him- 
ſelf after his Penance. They continued the ſame 
ſpore during the whole time the Penance. was to be 
performed, and Iſabells ſaid often to her Lover, that 
Pucio did Penance, and ſhe enjoyed the benefit of it. 
= She thought there was no body like a Monk, and hked 
= him ſo well, that ſhe began to be regardleſs of her 
Reputation, and kept company with him after her 
Husbands Penance was compleated. 
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Ricciardo Minutolo fel in love with Philipello Tight- - 
nolfi's Wife, hut being unſucceſsful, makes her believe 
that ber Husband was to meet a Miſtreſs of bis. Phili- 
pello's Wife, being very Fealous, went to find him out, 

and lies with Minutolo, ſuppoſing bim to be her own 
Husband. 5 #50, | 


Aples is one of the moſt antient, and perhaps one 
of the moſt pleaſant and beautiful Cities in 
Taly. There formerly dwelt there one Ricciardo Minutolo, 
a Gentleman of a very good Family, and very rich. 
And although he had a fine Lady for his own Wife, 
yet he fell deſperately in love with another, who was 
eſteemed the greateſt Beauty in all Naples, whole name 
was Catella, and was married to another Gentleman, 
named Pbilipello Tighinolfs, who loved her intirely. 


wy Ricciardo endeavoured by all manner of ways.co en- 


gage Madam Carella's Affections, but all proved to no 
- Purpoſe, Being driven to the laſt Deſpair in Courting 
an ungrateful Creature, who would make no return, 
at laſt he did all that he could to make a Vertue of Ne- 
ceſſity, but it was impoſſible for him to bring it to an 
end. His Love conſumed him, and his Liſe was a 
burden to him, but yet he could not get rid of either. His 
ES ¶ TT Relatlz 
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Relations obſerving him to deeline daily, preſſed him 
6. ive over faliciting Madam Catalla, telling him that 

he had been her humble Servant ſo long, and had no- 
thing to ſay for it, but that he had ſerved an ungrateful 

Perſon, perſuading that ſhe ought not to love, or e- 
ſteem any other beſides her own Husband. He knew 
all this as well as they, but he could not ſo eaſily be of 

their fide, as they could argue for it. I know not 
whether Jealouſie is always a fign of extraordinary 

Love, but as for Madam Catella ſhe was the moſt jea. | 

lous Woman alive. This Paſſion was too predominant 

in her, which Ricciardo perceiving, he reſolved to turn 
jt to his own advantage, and ſeeming to be quite cured 
of his Love, went no more near her, but publickly 
declared for another; he did every thing for this new 

Miſtreſs that might make the World believe he had a 

real Paſſion for her. Madam Catella was not in the 
leaſt concerned at it, but treated him with the ſame cur 
ftomary Civility ſhe uſed to de. 

It being now Summer, Ricciardo went with his Mi- 
ſtreſs to the uſual places of Diverſion, and as at thoſe 
places, Perſons are continually going and coming, 
Ricciards happening to be left all alone with Madam 
1 Catella, ſeemed to let a word fall by chance, concern - 
ing an intriegue of Gallantry which a certain Gentle- | 

man deſigned. Madam Catella was preſently jealous i 

of her Husband, by the obſcure deſcription he gave of 

him. She being naturally very ſuſpicious, foon took 
the alarm, and deſired him to tell who it was he ſpoke 
of. He excuſed himſelf ſo often, that it obliged her 

ro preſs him wich the greater importunity. At laſt he 

ſeemed to be prevailed with, and tells her the had too 

much command over him for him to deny her any 
thing, but that ſtill he obeyed on condition that ſhe | 

would neither tell her Husband, or any body elſe, till 
| the Eyent had ſhown that what he had ſaid was true, 

and he had put her in a way to be convinced of the 
realicy of the Fact. Madam, ſays Ricciardo, if I af 
N | A e 2 the 
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the fame Paffion for you as formerly, I ſhould he ve- 

cautions: how 1 told you ſuch unwelcom news: 
theſe kind of Stories are always ſuſpected when they 
are told by the Tongue of a Lover, and we are aptto 
believe them to be only the effect of Intereſt ; but be- 
lieving you have no ſuch thoughts of me at preſent, 


1 do venture to tell you that your Husband is not fo 


ſcrupulous as you are. He is to meet a Miſtreſs to 
morrow at ten in the morning at Gianetio's that keeps 
the Bath. The Lady has defired that all the Doors 


and Windows of the Chamber may be fhut cloſe, 


Giannetto has promiſed it-ſhall be fo, and this is done 


to prevent diſcovery. But were I in your place, 


Madam, I would go to Siannetto's a little before the 
appointed time of meeting, and go into the Bed that 


was deſigned for your Husband and his Miſtreſs. 


Giannetto will take no notice, and I am ſure you may 
eaſily get in. Then you'll be effectually convinced of 
your Husbands Treachery, and you may ſeverely re- 


primand him, in regard he will have nothing to ſay 


in his own defence. Madam Catella being overcome 


with the Tranſports of Jealouſie, fell into his Net, 
and promiſes him to follow his Advice, pleaſing her 
ſelf before-hand with the Diverſion ſhe ſhould have in 
railling her Husband, if ſhe found him at the place of 


Rendezvous. 


Ricciardo was very well ſatisfied with the fair pro- 


ſpect he had of {ſucceeding in his deſign, and goes to 
order the matter with Giannetto, who would do any 


thing for Money. He gives him inſtructions how tao 


manage the Affair, who promiſed punctually to ob- 


ſerve his orders. Madam Catella went home in a very 
ill humour, and her Husband much in the ſame Tem- 
per, whether he was not well, or ſome buſineſs or other 
had fallen out copſs. People are generally very inge- 


nious to torment themſelves, and every Accident is 


made uſe of to improve the predominance Paſlion; 
thus Madam Catella took her Husbands diſcontent for 


a clear 
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a clear confirmation of the truth of Ricciardo's Story, 
The time of meeting being very near, Madam Ca. 


tella, who imagined that her preſence was troubleſom 


to her Husband , pretended that ſhe would go. and 


' ſpend an hour with a Neighbour, but goes directly to 


Giannetto, who conducts her into the dark Cham. 
ber. She - preſently undreſt her ſelf, and was no 


- ſooner got into Bed, but Ricciardo. comes in, and goes 


to Bed to her. What Raptures do you think he was 
in to receive theſe Favours from a Perſon that he fo 

aſſionately loved? But what greater addition to his 

leaſure do you think it was, fo agreeably to deceive 
a cruel Creature that had made him languiſh for her 
ſo long a time? Although Madam Catella reaped ſome 
comfort from the enjoyment ; yet there is nothing 
more inſupportable than to be deſpiſed, The Lady, 
who had been ſilent all this while, and had took eve- 
ry thing very patiently, expreſſed that Reſentment 


which the could no longer conceal. Who is it, do 
you think, perfidious Wretch, that you haye now en- 


joyed? I am Catella, falſe Man, and not the Wo- 
man you imagine. Is this the return you make for 
my Love and Conſtancy? I do not now wonder at 
your being ſo ill-humoured yeſterday, you reſerved 
your gay Temper for your Miſtreſs. You are all Ice 
towards me, and Fire when you think you are with 
another. Baſe Creature, have you nothing to ſay:for 
your ſelf? Are you ſtruck Dumb becauſe I have told 
vou of your miſtake? I ſhould ſerve you but right if 
I ſhould ſcratch your Eyes out. Ricciarde had all the 


difficulty in the World to forbear Laughing, and would 


have embraced her without ſaying any thing, but ſhe 
flings away from him in a fury, and ſays do you take 


me for a Child, and think to flatter me into Com- : 


x: cope No, I will never forgive you, I am ſorry J 
have been ſo true to yon, PII find que ſome way or 


othef to be revenged on you, What ſhould hinder 
me but that ſhould go to Ricciardo, who ſo paſſionately 


loves 
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| Joves me, and enjoy him by way of Reprizal for your 

perfidiouſneſs ? She was getting out of Bed, but Ricci- 
 ardo held her; and thinking it would be of ill Con- 
* ſequence to let her go away under this miſtake, he re- 


ſolved to undeceive her. Pray Madam, ſays he, be 
comforted, I am Ricciardo, and not your Husband; 
I have obtained thoſe Favours by a Stratagem, that 
you would never beſtow as the reward of my Love. Ca. 
tella, who knew his Voice very well, was fo ſurprized 


£ that ſhe was not able to ſpeak. After ſhe came to her 


ſelf; ſhe renewed her Complaints, and railled as much 
againſt the Treachery of her Lover, as ſhe had done 
before againſt the falſneſs of her Husband. Riceiardo 


very ingeniouſly ſuggeſted to her, that having granted 


no Favours, but under the name of her Husband, ſhe 
was not in the leaſt Culpable, that ſhe might be aſ- 
{ured of his Secreſie, and that this contrivance of his 
was nothing but the effect of the great Love and E- 
ſteem he had for her. All this Diſcourſe fignified no- 


thing, ſhe wept extremely, and Ricciardo perceiving 


her to ſtartle if he offered to ſtir, took her by the 


Hand; Let me go cruel Man, ſays ſhe, that I may 
= weep my ſelf to death. Do not do fo by any means, 


replies Ricciardo, you'll ſuffer the moſt by it; people 


W are now grown ſo cenſorious, that they will never be- 
live that you were decoyed hither by a trick; but on 


the contrary they will imagine that Money drew you 


* hither, and not being pai as much as you required, 
= you ran away and raiſed this Uproar. Belides, when 
8 your Husband comes to know it, he'll only revenge 


himſelf upon you, for I am capable of defending my 
ſelf. Still ſhe poured out a flood of Tears for meer 


WW vexation ; yet, as paſſionate as ſhe was, ſhe had fo 


much liberty of thought as to ſee that Ricciardo argued 


rightly. Let me go again, I ſay, ſays ſhe, and hold 


me no longer, I will cry no more, but I ſhall enjoy 


no Comfort in this World till I am revenged on you 
bor this barbarous Action. You have what you de- 
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ciardo, let us part Friends, and permit me to give you 


very well, and Catella finding the difference between 


n 


tis hardrhearted Creature, of the cruel Pleaſure ſhe þ 


* 


fired; and I am a Sacrifice to my own Folly and 
Jealouſie: why do you hold me ? Let there be no 
heart-burning betwixt us, dear Madam, replies Rie- 


farther demonſtrations of my Love. This is the 
time that you have done Juſtice to my Affection and | 
Perſeverance, and would you leave it imperfe& 2? B) 
theſe, and other Reaſons, Ricciardo fo prevailed upon 
this fair Lady, that ſhe: began to be pretty well pacified, | 
and Love made a perfect Reconciliation. Things ended | 


mk MAY tO My Wk id off P> ty on! 


a Gallant and a Husband, her Love for Ricciardo was 
ever after as great, as her former coldneſs and indil. 
ference. TB YER 
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NOVEL XXVI. f 
Theobaldo, being denied thoſe Favours be uſed to receive m 
From bas Miſtreſs, out of Grief leave, Florence, and Will c: 
returning thither ſome years afterwards, in 1he Habit F 
of a Pilgrim, found out & way to be reconciled to ber, ce 
and ſaved ber Husband, who was juſt going to be Con · C 
demned to die for Aſſaſſinating hm. li 
XLrkToung Forentine, called Fheobaldo, a Perſon of li 
Quality, fell in Love with Ermiline, the Wife Wl h. 

oft Aldrobandino Palermini, and had the good Fortune to V 
obtain thoſe Favours which were due to his Merit. oi 
But Ladies have their Caprices, and Fortune is very ll N 
whimſical. Ermilina was quite changed all on a ſud- th 
den, and would not permit her Lover ſo much as to A 
ſee her, write to her, or ſpeak to her. He omitted 2! 
nothing to regain thoſe Favours that he had loſt, but cc 
not by his own Fault, but all proving. ineffectual, he fe 
reſolved to Travel to ſome remote parts, and deprive B 
Uu 
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took | 


took in ſeeing him languiſh in deſpair. Having com- 
| municated his deſign to none, but only one of his par- 
| ticular Friends, from whom he concealed nothing, he 
went to Ancona, and took on him the name of San. 
W Joleccio ; ſo entring into the Service of a Merchant, 
be Embarks with him for Cyprus. The Merchant was 
ſo well pleaſed with him, that he advanced his Wages, 
made him his Companion, and entruſted him with the 


well, and was ſo ſucceſsful, that in a little time he 

rew very rich, and had great Credit. Still his Mi- 
firels and Love, ran in his mind, and he had often 
very ſtrong Inclinations, that made him wiſh to 
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fore he poſitively reſolved to return thither. Chance 


W lancholy, intending to ſing a Song that he had for- 

merly made on his Amours, he began to think all on a 
ſudden of the merit of Ermilina, the pleaſure he for- 
merly took in her Service, and the Favours he had re- 


Florence, He preſently takes Ship, and arrived at An- 
Correſpondent: of his Partners, and habiting himſelf 


an Inn, that two Brothers kept, next Door to Ermi- 
lins. His firſt hopes were, that paſſing by this Houſe, 
be might ſee his Miſtreſs, but finding the Doors and 


or that ſhe was removed from thence. Being very 
Melancholy, he goes by his Brothers Houſe, and ſeeing 
them in Mourning, it afforded him more matter of 


and cheapens a pair of Shoes, and after a ſhort Diſ- 
W courſe, asks him who thoſe people were in Mourning 
for? The Shoemaker ſaid it was for one Theobaldo, a 
Brother of theirs, who having been abſent a long 
ume, and being come again into this City, was Aw 

med 
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greateſt part of his Affairs. He behaved himſelf ſo“ 


ſee Florence once again, but it was ſeven years be- 


at laſt determined him. One day walking out Me- 


ceived from her, and reſolyed immediately to return to 
cona, from thence he ſends his Effects to Florence; to a 


like a Pilgrim, ſets out the next day. He lodges at 


. 

* 

* 

i 1 


Windows ſhut, he believed that either ſhe was dead, 


Aſtoniſnment. He went into a Shoemakers Shop, 
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142 Boccace Novels. 
fined about fifteen days ago. They ſay (ſays thei 
Shoemaker) that one Aldrobaudino Palermini, who is iu 
"Priſon for this Crime, i; found guilty of it. This The 
baldo, we ſpeak of, was in love with Aldrobandinis 
Wife, who ſurprized him diſguiſed, and coming to le 
with her. Theobaldo, being very ſorry for Aldroban 
dino's misfortune, and very glad to underſtand that hi} 


« Miſtreſs was well, went to his Lodging with his Head 


2 


full of a thouſand different Ideas, and hardly flex 
one wink all that night. Lying on the lowermoſt if 
Floor, about midnight he heard ſome Perſons walking 
about the Houſe, and ſaw a light which ſeemed to him 
to come from above Stairs. He got up, and openinga iſ 
little Wicket very ſoftly, he ſaw two Men, who ſpoke 
to a jolly luſty Woman, who waited upon them with 
2 Candle in her Hand, and very ſoftly told her tha 
Aldrobandino had confeſſed that he had murdered Th» 
baldo, and now they were out of Danger, provide 
they could but keep their own Counſel. Tbeobaldo pre Wi 
 £ntly thought thoſe two Men were his Landlords, bu 
was confirmed when he heard them open the Door, ani 
go into their owri Room. Tbeobaldo made ſome Melan | 
cCholy remarks on the miſtakes and errors to which thi 
mind of Man is ſubject, and could hardly conceive 
how his Brothers. fhould take another for him. He 
repreſented to himſelf to how great hardſhips Ignorance 
and Prejudice often expoſe the moſt Innocent, ' and 
- juſtly condemned the blind ſeverity of the Law, which 
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under a pretence to diſcover Truth, and puniſh thi 
Guilty, oftentimes, by the violence of _ Tortures, ex 4 
torts falſe Confeſſions, and makes the Innocent, through 
exceſs of Pain, acknowledge themſelves guilty of what 
they never committed. Aſter he had ended theſe Re 
flections, he ſpent the reſt of the night in conſulting ll 
how he might ſave Aldrobandino, and at laſt believe 
he had hit on the right way, As ſoon as he thonghit it 
fit time of the day, he went to Erm:lins's Houſe, ani 
luckily finding the Door open, he went into a — 3 
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— that you know my Husband and me? Madam, ſays 
e, you will preſently judge by what I ſhall tell you; 
then he gives a whole account of her Husband's Affair, 
tells her who ſhe was, how long ſhe had been married, 
and many other particulars, which made her take him 
for an holy Prophet. Then ſhe threw her ſelf at his 
Feet, and told him, that in regard he came to ſave 
her Husband, he ſhould loſe no time. The Pilgrim 
raiſed her up, and ſays. Madam, give earneſt atten- 
tion to what I am about to ſay, and let it remain as an 
eternal Secret with you. God has revfaled unto me, that 
it is for a Crime that you have committed, that this Af- 
flition fell upon you, and if you do not make Repara- 
tion, you will be no ſooner delivered out of this Tribu- 
lation, but another will fall upon you. I have been 
guilty of a great many ſins, replies the Lady; but holy 
Man, pray tell what this in particular is that you ſpeak 
of? I will do all that I am able to make Reparation. 
Had you never any Gallant, ſays the Pilgrim? The 
Lady was the more ſurprized at this Queſtion, becauſe, 
before, Theobaldo's Friend, who only knew the Secret, 
had imprudently let fall ſome words upon this Subject, 
chat very night the falſe Theobaldo was kill'd, ſhe did 
not believe any perſon knew it. So fetching a deep ſigh, 
= ſhe ſaid, I plainly perceive that God reveals all Secrets 
to you, and therefore it would be in vain to conceal any 
thing from you. I did Love the unfortunate — 
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144  Boccaees Novel,” | 
who my Husband is accuſed of Aſſaſſinating, I ſhall | 
always lament his Death, and proteſt that notwiuh- 
ſtanding the ſeeming Cruelty wherewuh I treated him, 
neither his long Abſence, or his miſerable Death, will 
be ever able to make me forget him, This Tbeabaldo, 
that your Husband is ſaid to have murdered, is not the 
ſame Theobald? that was your Lover (ſays the Pilgrim) 
but pray, Madam, inform me what was the reaſon that 
induced you to treat your Lover ſo barbarouſly-? No- 
thing at all, ſays the Lady, only Canfefling once to a 
curſed Prieſt, to whom I was abliged co declare the 
Love I had for Theobalds, and the Favours I granted him, 
he told me that if I did not immediately ſorbear to Con- 
verſe with him any more on fuch an account, ſhould 
burn eternally in the devouring Flames of Hell, which 
ſo terrified me that I immediately threw him off, upon 
which he fell into a deep Melancholy; but in good 
truth, if he had ſtaid here, 1 am ſure my Reſolution 
would have altered, and I ſhould not have been able 
to refuſe admitting his Love. But he gave himſelf in. 
tirely up to Deſpair, and is gone. This is the ſin, Ma- 
dam, ſays the Pilgrim, for which this preſent Cala - 
mity is befallen you. I am very ſure that Theobaldo ne. 


ver offered any Violence to you. Lou thought him te 
worthy of your Love, and you Loved him voluntar- tt 
ly. You entertained him ſo obligingly, that made ſe 


him Love you a thouſand times better than he did be- 
fore, notwithſtanding you diſcarded him baſely, upon 
a Scruple, which you ought to have thought on before. 
You gave him your Heart, and he lookt upon it a 
Treaſure that peculiarly belonged to him, and yet you 
took it away from him. By your Confeſſors good leave, 
this is a fort of Theft, I am a Prieſt my ſelf, and know 
them better than you do. Time corrupts the beft things. 
and the more excellent any thing is in its Nature, the 
worle it is when it degenerates. Prieſts were formerly 
holy Men; but now adays the moſt part of them car- 
ry nothing about them that is holy, beſides their o_ 1 

8 | 0 ts. 


bits, and theſe alſo are quite different from thoſe of the 
Primitive Times, thoſe were made of a coarſe Stuff, 
| and very ſcanty, theſe are of fine Cloth, and very 
large. Prieſts formerly deſigned nothing but the Sal- 
vation of Mens Souls, and now they aim at nothing 


their Biggots believe that Sins are expiated by Alms 

and Maſſes, which they are well paid for. So they have 
found out a Secret to inrich themſelves at the Publick 
Charge. And as they well know that their Abundince 
proceeds from the ' impoyeriſhing particular Perſons, 
there is nothing but what they will do and ſay to amaſs 
Riches, that at laſt they may remain the ſole Poſſeſſors. 
They rail againſt: Uſury, and unlawful Gain, as Sins 
chat tumble Men headlong into Hell, and yet they ne- 
ver make any ſcruple to lay up a Fund to purchaſe Pre- 
ferment, when an opportunity preſents it ſelf. When 


ay, Do ar we ſay, and nd as ur do, that is to ſay, fill 
our Purſes, commit your Secrets to us, be Chaſt, Pati- 


to come to your own Caſe, which was the deſigu of 


ſpeaking of, which they could not do with ſo much caſe 
2 and ſecurity, .1f the Laity did interfer with them. Who 


Laity expended it themſelves? This is the reaſon why 


Lady, they think it abſolutely requiſite to take her into 
their own Hands, and if they are not patient eriough 


diſnonour their | Family. it = Monks ate luch Saints 
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more than their Wives and - Wealth. 85 hey have in- 
vented a thouſand ways to frighten Fools, and to make = 


they are told that they. preach up what they do not ob- 
ſerve themſelves, they think it a ſufficient anſwer to 
ent, pardon Injuries, and ſpeak ill of no Man. But 
this Diſcourſe; this is to have power to plunge them - 
ſelves into the Vices oppoſite to the Vertues we were 
is ignorant that the Monks could not be debauched 
without Money? And how would they have it, if the 
chey take ſo much pains to declaim againſt a voluptuous 
4 —— which they would have no body lead beſides theni- 
ſelres. If any particular Layman makes love to a 
to forgive the outrages they commit; yet they dare not 
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146 Boccace Novels. 
as they would proven to be, why do not they imitate 


the example of our Saviour, who firſt practiſed, and 
then taught 2 Thoſe that exclaim moſt violently in the 


| Pulpit againſt Fornication, will be the firſt, themſelves, 


that endeavour to debauch a Woman. I do not ſpeak 
of the Laity, but the Prieſts themſelves. I know 2 
thouſand that juſtly deſerve this Character. If it be a 
Sin to be kind to a Lover, it is ſure a greater to murder 
him. The firſt is a Sin to which Nature inclines us, 


the other proceeds from a cruel and wicked Mind. Now, 


if you have not murdered your Lover, you have done 
as much as you could to deſtroy him, and conſequently, 
in regard you are the occaſion of his Death, or Exile, 


you are not more to be juſtified, than if you had actu - 


ally killed or baniſhed him. But to proceed, did Thes- 
baldo deſerve to be treated at this rate, becauſe he loved 


you as his own life? Ought not you rather to have made 


him ſome ſmall Returns ? He had Merit, was well De- 


ſcended, was a Man of Honour, had Youth and good 

Deportment; and your Hypocritical Confeſſor would 

never have ſpoke againft ſuch a Gentleman, unleſs 

he had a deſign to have ſucceeded him, when you 
ent, 


had turned him off. You are now punifhed at pre 


Lou would kill Tbeobaldo without any Reaſon, and | 
our Husband is now ending of his Life cauſeleſly on | 
. Theobgldo's account. Therefore, if you would fave 
your Husbands Life, you ought to make Reparation for 
the Injuſtice you have done to your Lover. If ever he 
return you ought to ſhew him tenderneſs and reſpet, 
and love him as you did at firſt, I am very ſenſible | 
of my Fault, ſays Ermiline, and would to God it were 
in my power to make Satisfaction; but Theobaldo is 


dead. The Pilgrim replied, Tbeobaldo is not dead, 
you ſhall ſee him alive very well, when you are ready 
to give him your Heart. Indeed, Reverend Father, 
you are much miſtaken I held him in my Arms 


when he was ſtabbed in ſeveral places, and bedewed |f 
huis Face with wy Tears, for which 1 had a great * | 
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of Scandal caſt upon me. Would to God he were a- 
Ire, his Preſence would revive me as much as my Huſ- 
band's Liberty: Theobaldo , thinking it then a proper 
time to diſcover himſelf,” prefented her with a Ring 


that ſhe Had formetly given him, when he was in her 


* dd. i dk. a6 * 2 * ad * L 


_ 


deep Sigh, and ſaid I know it very well, it is a Ring [ 
ave 25 


— 


1 


m. ſays he, don't you remember me at all? Ane 
uſt as he had ſaid ſo, he plucks off his Pilgrims Habit, 
Ermilina believed ſhe ſaw a Perſon riſen from the dead, 
and was about to run away, but Theohaldo caught hol 
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Favout, and asked her if ſhe knew it: She fetched a 


cobaldo; *Tis Theobaldo that returns it to you, 


f 
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. From the Priſon he went before one: of the Judges, 


who was a juſt and ſagacious Perſon. My Lord, lays 
the Pilgrim, I am perſuaded that you-would be troubled, 
if you ſhould puniſh the Innocent for ths Guilty, which 
Kr made me preſume to conie to inform you, that A 
| bene is incirely guiltle6 of Tbeobaldo death, and 
"to diſcover the real Murderers. This Judge, who was 
never very well convinced that Aldrobandino was-guilty 


— 


of this Crime, and ſeemed to copſene with-the reſt of 


6 1 
aq * 


the Judges with regret, was very glad to hear the Pilgrim 
ſay ſo. He examined him, ae informed by him 
of what he heard the night before, he preſently ſent 
and apprehended the Pilgrims Landlord. There was no 

2 to put them to the Wrack. They confelied that 
they had murdered the very Perſon that Aldrohandino 


* * F : 


was condemned” for, upon a ; ſuſpicion of Jealgufie; 


Then Theobald, left the judge, and went to his Miſtrek, 


Y . 


. - ” 


92 entertain him, He gives her an account of the 
lUcceſs of bis: Aﬀairs, and aſſured her that her Husband 


fe be at liberty to Marrow, for joy whereof they 


em the nighe together. In the morning he entertained 
Her, with the 8 of \ hat: plealage Deſigns ho 
ould bring abort, begs her to be ſecret, and goes to 
e how. Aldrobandme's Affalts ſtood.” The whole 
Hurt being fullylconvinced of his Innocence, ordered 
bun to be diſcharged, A little while after the two Cri- 
mitials were condemned and executed. Every body 
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| who underſtood more than all the reſt· _— 


ſudden a change. Aldrobandino laid he was very ready 
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NONE L XXVI. 149 
to do whatever he commanded him. Then, ſays the 
Pilgrim, do you make an Entertainment to morrow, 
for them and their Wives, and I will go and propoſe 
the Accommodation. Aldrobandinoleft the whole mat- 
ter to him, he goes to his Brothers, and gives them ſuch 
Reaſons that prevailed on them to wait on A/drobandino, 
and be reconciled to him, which he heartily deſired, and 
to that end he invited them and their Wives to dine with 
him to morrow. They all appeared in Mourning, 


and they were as perfectly reconciled as could be wiſhed 


for, ſtriving to exceed each other in Civility. The 
Entertainment was not attended with ſuch Mirth as 1s 
uſual on ſuch. occaſions, -but' was accompanied with a 
profound” Silence, which was very unpleaſant to the 
Ladies. But the Pilgrim ſoon remedied this affair, by 
diſcovering (himſelf, to the inexpreſſible joy of the 
whole Company. Gentlemen and Ladies, (ſays he) I 
ſee nothing but Tbeobaldo is wanting to compleat your 
Joy, he is in your Company, though you do not know 
it, I will ſnew him you preſently, then plucking his Pil- 
grims Habit off, he ſtood up in his Waſtcoat. The 


whole Company was ſtrangely ſurprized, every one 
looked upon him very earneſtly, and yet could hardly 


believe their on Eyes. But they were ſoon convinced 


that it was he, when he had given them an account of 


his Adventures, and mentioned all their Relations 
and Kindred; and many other things, which no body 


3 but he could know. His Brothers and Siſters preſently 


ran and embraced him. Aldrobandino, and the ret, 
did the ſame, the Women fell about his Neck with 
Tears in their Eyes, and every body, but Ermilina, was 
in Rapture and Extaſie. Her Husband was ſurprized 


| atit, and openly blamed. her for it. She anſwers, that 


there was no body was more willing and ready to pay 
the utmoſt reſpects to him, or had more reaſon to do 
it than her ſelf, having reſtored a Husband to her that 


was dearer to her than her own life; but the falſe Re- 


ports that were ſpread abroad — day, when ſhe wept 


%% | \Briecaces Novels tn 
for the death of the ſuppoſed Theobaldo, obliged her to be 
more cautious, and to forbear expreſſing her acknow- 
| ledgment of thoſe great Favours he had beſtowed on 
her, in a way _ to their —＋ A very —— 
ſays Aldrobandino, but in regard I permit you, regar 
| 3 ſay, * and 


trouble your ſelf about nothing elſe. Ermilina, who 


deſired nothing more, embraces Theobaldo; and expreſ- WY | 


micy, and good Intelligence between the two Families 
Tbeobaldo made them put off their Mourning, and 


the Entertainment that began in Sorrow, ended 


and many days were ſpent in Feaſting and Rejoycing, 
and People for ſome time look d on him as one riſen 
from the dead; nay his own Brothers were not yet 
thoroughly ſatisfied that it was he, nor perhaps would 


his Houſe, and ſeeing him at the Door, Complimented 
him by the name of 


they knew by his Voice, that they were miſtaken, and 
begged his Pardon; but, ſay they, there was never two 
Men more alike in the World,than you and our Friend 


Fativolo, and before we heard you ſpeak, we verilß 
believed that you were he. It is about fifteen days fince | 
he came hicher, and we have never heard of him fince. | 
There is no difference at all betwixt you and him, be- 
ſides your Voices and Cloaths. Pray what Cloaths did 


he were, ſays Theobaldo's eldeſt Brother? ſuch. as we do, 
ſay they, Then it plainly appeared, beyond all doubt, 


' that they had taken Fativolo tor Theobaldo, Who being 
come home very rich, managed matters ſo prudently, 


that he enjoyed his Miſtreſs ever after free from all ſuſ- 


| Picton, NOVEL | 


ſes a thouſand Endearments towards him. They were 
and the mutual Civilities that paſſed, eſtabliſhed an A- 


ever have been, if they had not happened to'diſcover 
who he was, that they had taken for him. Some 
People of the Country of Lugiane, going one day by 


; Fativolo. He anſwered them, | 
in his Brothers hearing, that they took him for another, | 
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Ferondo tate, s Powder, which made bim ſleep ſo long, 
phat they thanght he was dead, and ſo buried bim. An 
Abbot, who was bis Wifes Gallant, takes bim out of 
the Grave, and puts bim in Priſon, making him be- 
lieve that be was in Purgatory. Afterwards be pre- 
tends to raiſe bim from the Dead, and makes. him own 
4 Baſtard, that be bad by bis Wife during the time. 


N Tuſcany, there was an Abby fituate in a very ſo- 
I — vm whoſe Abbot was very much in 
years, and was eſteemed a very holy Man, the buſineſs 
= of Women only excepted; but he managed it fo pri- 
| vately,that it did not in the leaſt blemiſh his Reputation. 
Near unto this _ there dwelt a rich Farmer, named 
Ferondo, a very dull ſtupid Fellow; he was acquainted 
= wich the Abbot, who entertained him only to divert 
= himſelf with his Folly. Ferodo had a very jolly Wife, 
= whom the Abbot fell very much in Love with, but the 

Clown being extreme jealous, would never ſuffer her 
to be out of his fight, fo the Abbot deſpaired of ever 
= ſucceeding. Still he would be much in Ferandos Som- 
= pany, who ſometimes brought his Wife to the Abby. 
= The Abbot one day walk'd out with them into the 
= Garden, and diſcourſed them about ſacred things. 
= He talk d ſo well on this Subject, that the Woman took - 
him for a great Saint, and having deſired him to be her 
Confeſſor, ſhe asked her Husbands leave, which he 
readily granted. The Abbot was very glad to have ſuch 
a Penitent, and hoped now he ſhould have an oppor 
tunity to further his Amours He ſoon run over the 
more groſs Sins, but the Family Affairs were longeſt in 
= Diſcufling. He asked her if ſhe and her Husband lived 
- [ lovingly together. She — that ſhe 4 no reaſon 
: e ö ta 
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to complain of bim; but that he was a very hard and 
unreaſonable Man, and made her very uneaſie through 
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Jealouſie, The Abbot replied, that it was a hard caſe 
that ſucha Woman as ſhe ſhould be married to a jealous- 
pated Fellow, and that he was perſuaded that ſuch ridi - 
culous conceits, muſt needs occaſion her many uneaſie 
days; but told her that Jealouſie was not an incurable 


Diſtemper, and that he did not queſtion but to Cure her 
Husband, and to that end he would give her an infal- 
lible Remedy, provided ſhe: would be. ſecret. The Pe- 
nitent ſolemnly promiſes the utmoſt ſecreſie. But pray, 


holy Father, how will you Cure my Husband of his 
Jealouſie? He mult be ſent to Purgatory ſays the Ab- 


bot. How ſo, Reverend Father, ſays ſhe 2 Can any 


one go into Purgatory whilſt they are alive? No, he 
muſt die firſt, replies the Abbot, and when he has been 
there long enough to be cured; we wilt pray to God 


for him, and hewill be reſtored to life again. But 


when ſhe heard him ſay reſtore him to life again, ſhe 
ſaid, and muſt I remain a Widow all the while ? With- 


out doubt, ſays he, for after he is brought to life again, 


* 


if he finds any other Man with you he will become 


more jealous than ever. I would willingly ( ſays ſhe) 
endure any thing to Cure him of his Jealouſie; and to 


- procure me a little more liberty than 1 have at preſent. | 


That is yery well, replies the Abbot, but what 


Recompence ſhall I have for my trouble? Whatſoever 
you pleaſe, Reverend Father (ſays ſhe) if it be in my 
power to perform. You can do as much for me as 
can do for you, ſays the Abbot, I will procure your 
eaſe and repoſe. You ought to preſerve my life, love 
me only, as much as I love you, and as there is no- 
thing that I will deny you, ſo don't you deny me any 


thing, not your very Bed. The Woman was ftrangely 


Aurprized to hear ſuch a Compliment from the holy 


Abbot. He told her that it was a greater matter of 


furprize to ſee the wonderful effects that her Beauty 
had on a Man, who was accuſtomed to ſee none but 
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- Celeſtial Beauties. For although he was in holy Or= 
| ders, yet he was Fleſh and Blood as well as other Men 
and that he would keep her Company, and be inſtead 
of 2 Husband to her, during the time that Ferondo was 
in Purgatory. He alſo told her, that the Soul being the 
Seat of holineſs, thoſe Actions which reſpected the Body 
only, did not at all affect the Sanctity of the Soul, and 
that ſhe being aſſured of Secreſie, had the leſs reaſon to 
deny what he deſired of her; beſides he promiſed to 
mpreſent her with ſome rich Jewels. She hung her Head 
= down, and ſaid neither ay, nor no. The Abbot then 
perceived that ſhe was half perſuaded, and perſiſted 
to convince her by ſacred Arguments, that he deſired 
nothing of her that was finful, and that it was a com- 
-mendable thing for her to comply with him. She ve- 
ry baſhfully anſwered, that ſhe was willing to obey all 
his Commands, provided that her Husband was firſt in 
= Purgatory. He ſhall be there very ſpeedily. But firſt 
W ſend him to the Abby to me. Then he put a Ring 
| on her Finger, which ferved to put her in mind of her 
Ps PHT OT JED 
Some days after, Ferondo coming to the Convent, 
the Abbot reſolved to ſend him into Purgatory, by 
giving him a Power that would make him ſleep for a 
longer or ſhorter time, according to the proportion ofthe 
= Doſe. This Powder had ſuch an extraordinary quality, 
= that while its Operation continued, every one that ſaw 
= the Perſon thought that he was really dead. He gave 
_ F:ro:ds as much as would make him ſleep three days, 
= he walks out with him into the Cloiſter, as ſoon as 
be perceived that he began to be ſleepy; at laſt he 
falls down all along, the Abbot cries out for help, ſome 
bring Water, and ſome Vinegar, to recover him, but 
all in vain, there was no hgn of life in him, and eve- 
ry one thought he was dead. They ſent for his Wife 
and Relations, who came and wept over him. They 
buried him with the uſual Ceremonies, and put him 
into a pretty large Vault. At midnight the Abbot, and 
N „ a Bo- 
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way, and ſo a Rumor was ſpread about that Ferow if 


Then Ferondo began to weep, and bemoan himlelf iſ 
lous ſtuff. There's Bread and Wine, ſays the Monk, 
which the Lord of this place hath commanded nie © i 


you ſhould return upon Earth again. What, ſays F* N of 


˖ 5 = | | | 2 A | — | 1 * 
a Bejagnian Monk, who was his Confident, took F. 


rondo Out of the Vault, and conveyed him into an ob-. 
ſcure Cave, which was a Prifon for the Monks 11. : 
they had committed any Enormities. Whilſt Ferond 
flept, the Abbot took his Cloaths, went to wait on his 
Miſtreſs, who now having her Liberty, and being well Wl 
rewarded, denied him nothing. The Abbot going | 1 
and coming pretty often, was ſometimes met in the 


was come again; but his Wife who knew better, wa 
not at all concerned at it. When Ferendo waked, he 
did not know where he was, till the Bolognign Monk, 
coming in, under the form of an Angel, with Rods in 
his Hand, and gave him five or ſix ſevere Strokes, 
which made him cry out bitterly. Alas! Alas! whew Bl 
am! lays he? In Purgatory, replies the Monk. An Il 
I dead then, cries he? Undoubtedly, ſays the Mank 


o 


and his Wife and Son, and talk abundance of ridicu 
which your Wife ſent me to pray to God for you, il 


„ you. What muſt I do with it ſays Ferondo, do the Bi 
ead Ea? Without queſtion, replies the Monk. I 


* 


have 4 very good Wite, ſays be, but me never knor Bl 


of things but by the loſs of them, Hunger Il 

Fecher him he eat and drank, and complained that hi f | 
Viſe had not ſent him the beſt Wine. Then the Monk BW 

began to laſh him again. Ferondo roars out, and asg i 
him what he was ſo ſeverely beaten for. I am ordered, ch 
ſays the Monk, to whip you ſo twice every day for 
being Jealous, and abuſing your Wife, who was o ch 
loving and tender of you. Indeed, ſays Ferondo, I [ 
muſt needs own that my Wife was one of the beſt Wo- | | 
men in the World; but I never knew that Jealouſi 
was a Sin, if I had, I would never have committed it. Pe 
Take this, ſays the Monk, and be fo no more, if ever it, 
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Fands, can one return thither again, after one has been 


once dead 2 Von will return thither again after a thou- 


ſand years, replies the Monk. A thouſand years ? 
endo, that is a very long time, nevertheleſs, 


whenever I return, I faithfully promiſe you that I will 


W never be Jealous any more, nor ever complain of her 


again, but only for the bad Wine ſhe ſent me this 


7 morning. She ſhould alſo have ſent me a Candle, for 
= this place is as dark as Pitch, and a Bed to lie on. She 
= did ſend you bath, but the Candles are burnt while 


Maſſes are ſaid for your Soul, and you fhall have a Bed 
after ſome days more Penance, for we have it here. 
Then Ferondo ſaid, but for Godſake tell who you are. 
I am one that is dead, like you, replies the Monk, and 
becauſe I was Jealous as you were, God hath con- 


demned me to Correct you, until both our times of 


Penance ſhall be compleated. Is there no body but us 
two here, ſays Ferondo? There are many millions more 
(ſays the Monk) but you can neither ſee nor hear 
them, nor can they ſee or hear you. Whilſt Ferondo 


vas in Purgatory, the Abbot and his Wife paſſed the 


time very agreeably. But a ſmall common Accident 
their Mirth, and allay'd their Pleaſures. The 
Woman proved with Child; which, as ſoon as ſhe per- 


ag ceived, ſhetold the Abbot of. Then he began to think 
= ic a fic time to raiſe the Husband from the dead. To 
chis end they firſt told him that the Prayers of the Ab- 
bot, his Wife, and other Friends, had prevailed with 
= God to permit him to return upon Earth again, then 


they gave him a Doſe of the ſame Powder, to make 


him ſleep for four hours only. Whilſt he was aſleep, 
chey put on his Cloaths, and carried him into the Vault, 
= where he lay before. When he was awake, he could 
WT diſcern a little glimmering of light through the chinks 


of the Vault, and cry'd out aloud let me out. Some 


pPerſon hearing his Voice, went and told the Monks of 
tt, who immediately ran and found Ferondo coming out 
of his Tomb, which he had made a ſhiſt to open. 
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wien chey ſaw him they all ran away, the ſwiſteſt of 
N | ; Heels ran firſt to the Abbot to carry the News. He went 
1 out with them to ſee this great Miracle, and met Ferondi. 
Tit who told him that his own and his Wifes Prayers had 
| raiſed him from the Dead, and that he was eternally 
1 obliged to them both. The Abbot told him he had 
vl made very earneſt Interceſſion to God for him, and 
1 that he was very glad that his Prayers had prevailed; Mi 
|| and adviſed him to make all haſt to his Wife, and com- i 
it fort her, for ſhe had been in Tears ever fince he was i 
1 Dead. The Abbot highly extolled the greatneſs of this 
tis Miracle to his Monks, and ordered them to fing Miſc 
Wh: rere. All that met Ferondo ran from him, as if he had 
if been a Ghoſt. His Wife alſo was much frightned, ot 
il elle pretended to be ſo. At laſt every body was ſatiſ- 
1 fied, when they heard him ſpeak, and relate the diſmal 
1 wonders of the other World, and what happened to 
1 him there. But what is moſt pleaſant is, that he really 
ou believed himſelf to be Father of: the Child which his 
on” Wife had during this time, but ſure he did not reckon 
' hs right, or elſe imagined that this Birth was as miracu - 
1 Tous as his pretended Reſurrection. Ferondo attributing If 
1 his Reſurrection to the power of the Abbot's Prayers: Þ 
3 the Reputation of his extraordinary ſanctity obtained 


amongſt all thoſe who were perſuaded of the truth ob 
the Miracle. Ee lived afterwards with his Wife, with 
out the leaſt Suſpicion or Jealouſie, and ſhe and the Ab- 
bot met together as often as they conveniently could, 
and made themſelves very merry with the ſtupidity ol i 
/ 50s mit 2s 
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Giletta de Narbon cares the King of France of 4 Hula, 
and demands the Count de Rouſſillon in Marriage, as 
ber Reward. The Count, out of pure Complaiſance to 

the King, Marries ber, but leaves ber aud goes for Flo- 


J 

5 

2 
BY 
$2 


CY 


s | rence, where be fell in Love with à beautiful young 
Lad; but lies with bis own Wife, when be thought be 
. bad enjoy d bis Miſtreſ3. The Counteſs was brought to 
Beef to Sons, and by that means matters were ac- 
ee betwixe bor and ber Huthand, 


LVS, Count de Rouſſillon, one of the Nobles of 
1 France, being very ſickly, kept Girard de Narbon, a 
y BY Phyſician, always in his Houſe. This Count had a 
5 young Son named Bertrand, who was brought up with 
1 BY ſeveral other Children, about his Age, to keep him 
„Company, and amongſt others one Giletta, his Phyſi- 
; I cians Daughter, This young Gul was very much 
taken with young Bertrand, and Deſires increaſing with 
d Age, this Liking grows into Love, which Love proved 
6 WY fo great, that it is hardly to be believed that fo tender an 
Age could be able to produce ſo ſtrong a Paſſion, The 
Count, who had been infirm all his days, dies, and 
, leaves the King Guardian to his Son Bertrand, who 
2 BY preſently ſent for him to Court, to the great mortifica- 


non of Giletta, who would have followed him, but 
chat upon ſerious conſideration, ſhe thought it would 
reflect upon her Character. But a very favourable op- 
portunity ſoon preſented it ſelf; the King having a 
Selling in his Stomach, it turned to a Fiſtula, which 
all his Phyſicians could not Cure. Giletta, whole 
Father had Communicated ſeveral rare Secrets to her, 
was perſuaded that ſhe could Cure the King, and goes 


immediately co Court, where her firſt buſineſs was © 
A — ( bans Tailgate De 71 $4 2 OL CY Wwrh ah 44. 4 © 
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ſee her Lover, the very bg t of whom extremely ie 
dmittance'to the Kings Pre 
ſence, and deſired him to let her ſee what his Diſten- 


per was. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw it, ſhe ſaid ſhe did ng 


queſtion but to cure it, and offered to undertake it 
The King laughed heartily at her, and told her tht 
all his Phyſicians, and moſt of the ingenious Men in 
his Dominions had uſed their utmoſt skill, without the 


* 


leaſt appearance of Cure, and how could ſo 


young: 
Creature as ſhe, pretend to ſucceed? She told the King 
that ſhe was Daughter to Girard de Narben, whole Re 


putation was Celebrated throughout the whole King 
dom, and that he had left her a great many rare Secret 
and if his Majeſty would be pleaſed to truſt himſelf in 
her Hands, ſhe would venter her life, that, by God 
afliſtance, ſhe would perfectly Cure him in eight dap, 


and for the better Security he might keep her in Cuſt | 


dy, and put her to the moſt cruel death, if ſhe did nat 


perform what ſhe promiſed ; but if ſhe did Cure him, | 

then ſhe deſired that his Majeſty would be pleaſed to 
grant what ſhe ask'd, provided it was no ways dettimen 

tal to his Royal Perſon, the Princes of the Blood, ot 


his Kingdoms. The love of life, which is natural to 


all Men, but particularly Kings, who are generally} 
more addicted to it than others, inclined this: Prince to 


accept of the Propoſal. Giletta then made a Powder, 
with which ſhe perfectly cured him in leſs than eight 
days, to the great aſtoniſhment of his Phyſicians, wi 


expected nothing but to ſee her pay dear for her ra 
folly; but to their great mortification, inſtead thereof, 
ſaw her careſſed and eſteemed by the King, who bid 

her make her demand, and he was ready co grant it. 


Some thought ſhe would have asked a gteat ſum of 
Money; others thought ſhe would defire ſome great 
Preferment at Court, but they were all amazed, when 


they heard her only defire Count Bertrand for her Hu 
band. The King preſently ſent for the Count, and 


asked him if he were willing to Marry the young Lady 


teien 
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| there preſent, The Count could not deny but that ſhe, 
had Beauty and Merit, but yet ſaid that a Perſon of his 
Quality ought not to debaſe himſelf ſo much, and the 
diſproportion between them being ſo great, he defired 
his Majeſty wonld be pleaſed to excuſe him. The King 
anſwered him that in regard he inſiſted only on Qua- 
lity, he could eaſily ſupply that defect, and told him, in 


„ AS... SO; cores. 6b. 
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ug Qhort, that the Kings of France did not uſe to be diſo- 

" 8 beyed, and therefore bid him Marry the Lady, and he 

8 would do whatſoever might contribute to their ſatisfa- 

© &ion, The Count well knew that this muſt be a Law 

oo him; but it was ſuch a Law as he obeyed with the 

> WW utmoſt regret imaginable. When the Count was mar- 

ned, he defired the King that he might go home t 

n Conſummate the Marriage. The King, who had now 
performed his promiſe, freely conſented. The Count 

4 vas no ſooner got on the Road, but he left his Spouſe 


W juſt as he found her, and went to Florence, where he 


0. Bl remained a long time in the Service of the Florentines, 
m then in War with the Seneſi. RP rh 
The new married Lady was much diſturbed at this 
1 Adventure, but yet hoping that time and her good Con- 


quct, might reſtore her Husband to her, went to Rouſ= 


ben, Where ſhe was received as the Counts Wife. 

ll When ſhe came there ſhe found things very much out 
ot order; but by her Prudence ſhe ſoon reduced them 
Jet, into a very good condition. This got her the eſteem 


Wand love of Great and Small, and every body very 
nuch blamed the Count, for treating a Woman of her 
Meri ſo uncivilly. Whenſhe had quite ſettled Affairs, 


e ſent rwo Gentlemen to her Hixband, to tell him 
b hat if ſhe were the occaſion that he did not come to 
* doulſillon, ſhe would prefently leave it. The Count an- 


Iwered very furlily, that ſhe' might do as ſhe pleaſed; 
dut that he would never live with her until ſhe had that 
beu King, which he had on his Finger, and was brought to 
aof a Son of his own getting. He had a great 
ſteem for the Ring, and always wore it, ſuppoſing it 
_” | to 


1 
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d. be endued with ſome ſecret Vertue. The Meſſen 
gers not being able to get any other anſwer, returned to 
Five their Miſtreſs an account of their ill ſucceſs: The 
Counteſs was very diſconſolate, and was at a ſtand 
what to do; at laſt, after ſome conſideration, ſhe ſent 
- for the beſt, and moſt conſiderable, Perſons of the Coun: 
try, and told them that her living amongſt them hin- 
dered them from having the ſatisfaction of enjoying 
their Lords Company, upon which account ſhe reſol- 
ved to leave chem, and ſpend the remainder of her 
days in Pilgrimage. She deſired them to take care of the 
Government of the Country, and to acquaint the Count 
that ſhe was gone, and reſolved never to ſee Rouſſilln 
more. They endeavoured all they could to perſuade 
her from this Reſolution, but it was to no purpoſe. She if 
furniſhed her ſelf very well with Money and Jewels, 
and went away accompanied only with one of. her Re- | 
| Jations, and one Servant, no body.elſe knowing whis 
ther ſhe went. When ſhe was got out of Rowſillm, 
ſhe diſguiſed her ſelf, and thoſe with her, and then 
made all the haſt ſhe could for Florence. She lodged 
with an old Widow, and was there ſome time before ſhe 
enquired after her Husband; but at laſt ſeeing him ride 
along the Street at the head of his Company, ſhe asked 
her Landlady who that Gentleman was ? She told her | 
he was a Stranger that had an honourable Poſt in the 
Army, and was called there Count Bertrand of Rouſil· 
lun, and that he was paſſionately in Love with a very tine 
Lady hard by, but one of no Fortune, and ſhe believed 
he had already anſwered the Counts deſires, her Mo. 
ther knowing nothing of it, who was a Woman of 


: 


ſtrict Honour and Vertue. The Counteſs being in- 
formed of both their names, and where they dwelt; 
went to ſee them, and told the Mother that ſhe deſired 
to ſpeak with her in private. After Compliments were 
over, they went together into a Chamber; and being 
both fat down, the Counteſs preſently tells her, that 
The begged the freedom to ask a Favour of her, mig 3 
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ſhe was capable of performing, and-for which ſhe would 
ſatisſie her to her Content; but that great Secreſie was ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary. The Florentine told her ſhe might aſſure . 
her ſelf of Secreſie, and that ſhe would ſerve her to the ut- 

W moſt of her ability, in any thing that was Juſt and Honor- 
able. Upon this Aſſurance the Counteſs tells her who ſhe 
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was, and gives her an account of the beginning and pro- 
greis of her Love, what happened after ſho was married, 
and the Anſwer her Husband had given to the Mei- 
ſengers ſhe ſent to him, and managed the whole Rela- 
don ſo naturally, and with ſuch an air of Sincerity and 
t Truth, that ſhe preſently gained Credit with the Flo- 
5 rentine, who tnoſt compaſſionately condoled her miſ- 
e fortunes. The Counteſs was well pleaſed to ſee the be- 
2 ginning ſo favourable, which encouraged her to come 
„do the main point, and told her that ſhe underſtood that 
„her Husband was in love with her Daughter, and by 
„that means it would be in her power, to do what ſhe 
1, deſired of her. I know, ſays the Counteſs, that For- 
tune has not been juſt to your Merit, and that the 
d ſmallneſs of her Fortune is the, reaſon why your 
i Daughter is not married yet; but do you but find out 
de a ſutable and advantageous Match for her, and you 
ed ſhall find that in recompence of your good Service I 
er will advance her a very good Portion. I would have 
he vou ſend one you can confide in, to my Husband to 
fl. tell him that your Daughter is ready to be at his Ser- 
ne vice, provided ſhe were but ſure that he really loved 
ed her, for a proof of which ſhe deſired him to ſend her 
lo- the Ring he had upon his Finger, which ſhe was told 
of WM he valued fo much; which, it he ſend, I deſire you 
in. Wy would give it me. Then appoint a day for him to lie 
elt; with your Daughter, and let me go in her ſtead. If it 


pleaſe God that he get me with Child, and I ſhall be 
ere ſafely delivered of a Son, he may then keep his word, 


ing and yet we may live happily together. The Florentine, 

chat ho wanted neither Spirit nor Honour, was very un- 

15 willing co comply, _— it wo; reflect on her 
6 4 ue © f a 


Daughters 


4 


Daughters Vertue ; but at laſt conſidering that it wa if 
far her advancement, and all to accompliſh an end that iſ 
was commendable in it ſelf, pronuſed the Counteſs | 
that ſhe would preſently go about what ſhe deſired. 
The Count was very unwilling to ſend the Ring, but if 
at laſt he did. The next day the Count came and lay 
with his Wife, inſtead of his Miſtreſs, and never knen 
it, although he lay often with her. At laſt the Coun | 
teſs was big with Child, and brought to Bed of two if 
Sons. When ſhe perceived her ſelf big, ſhe returned 
to her old Widows, having preſented her BenefaRri if 
with a conſiderable ſum of Money, and ſome Jewel 
of great Value. The Florentine took her Daughter, 
and went to her Relations in the Country, to avoid 
any more of the Counts Viſits. The Count being in- 
formed that his Wife had left Rouſſillon, returns thither.] 
The Counteſs was very glad when ſhe heard of his de- 
parture; and after ſhe had lain in at Florence, thei 
thought convenient to return home her ſelf, and came] 
to Montpellier with her two Children. Underſtanding 
that her Husband was at one of his Country- Houſes, at 
tended by a great company of both Sexes, ſhe went 
thither in the ſame Habit that ſhe wore at her going 
away, and came juſt as they were going to fit downaf 
Table. She went into the Houſe with her two Chi- 
dren in her Arms, and ſeeing the Count, fell down a1 
his Feet and wept. Iam your unfortunate Wife, ſays 
ſhe, and am come to beg of you to remember the An- 
{wer you gave to the Gentlemen that I ſent to Florent 
to you. Here is your Ring, and two Sons inſtead off 
one, receive me then as your Wife according to your 
promiſe. The Count knew the Ring very well, and 
although he thought the Children had very much off 
his Air in them; yet he could not imagine how that 
 thoyld came to paſs. The Counteſs gave him an ac: 
count of the whole matter. He was convinced, and 
: Commended. her Sence , Conſtancy, and Affection, 
and being overcome by che entreaties of thoſe preſent T 
q-” PET uM | _ 
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and very well pleaſed to have two ſo fine Sons, xailes 
the Counteſs up, embraced her a thouſand times, takes 
her and entertains her as his Wife, ordered her Cloaths, 
ſuitable to her Quality, and many days were ſpent 
in Feaſting and Rejoycing. 


NOVEL XXIX. 


Philipello renounces the World, and brings up bis Son in 6 
Wood, from bis tender infancy, (to make him inſenſible 
of the Charms of the fair Sex) where be bad no Com- 
panions but Birds and Beaſts; yet, notwithſtauding, as 
ſoon as be (aw ſome young Women, be was in a ſtrange 
Rapture. | 


Ature will ſhew it ſelf in deſpite of Education, 

1 and the fair Sex have ſuch peculiar Charms, that 
oftentimes, in a moment, they can conquer and triumph 
over the moſt reſolute. There was one Pbuilipello, a 

Citizen of Florence, of very mean Extract, but verv 

rich, and a great Trader. His Wife and he loved each 

other dearly, and made it their conſtant endeavour to 
be mutually pleaſing and obliging to each othe. Death, 
which ſpares none, came and interrupted this happy 
Union, took away the Wife, and left the Husband in 
extreme ſorrow, with a Son about two years old. This 
loſs did ſo much affect him, that he reſolved to quit all 
Society, and dedicate himſelf, and his Son, to the Ser- 
vice of God. He gave all that he had to the Poor, 
he went and dwelt in a Wood, where he built him a 
| {mall Hut, and had nothing to live on, but the Chas 
rity of his Friends. His chief care was to bring up his 

Son in a Devout way, and to hinder him from ſeeing 

any Women, which obliged him to keep him ſo ſtrict 

that he had no other Companions than Birds and 

Beaſts, He was eighteen years old before he ever 
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went out of the Wood, or knew that there was any 
ſuch thing in the World as a Woman or Girl. His 
Father going one day to the City to receive Alms, he 
asked him whither he was going. I am going (ſays he) 
to Florence to Beg. My dear Father, replies the Son, you 
are old now, and are not able to undergo the Fatigue ; 8 
beſides God may ſoon take you to himſelf, and then 


what will become of me that know no body? How | 


can I ſubſiſt among the wild Beaſts of this Foreſt? 
Pray let me go to Florence with you, /that I may know 
thoſe from whom you receive Charity, and then I, who 
am better able, will go and Colle& the Alms of your 
Friends, whilft you Repoſe your ſelf here. The old 
Man was very well pleaſed with ſo reaſonable a requeſt, 
and believing that his Son was firmly eſtabliſhed in his 
Devotion, and ſufficiently fortified againſt the Tempta- 
tions and Vanities of humane life, took him with him to 
' Florence. The young Man was like one dropt down out 
of the Clouds, and gazed and ſtared upon every thing 
that preſented it ſelf to him; and being charmed with 
Admiration, at the Palaces, Churches, and indeed e- 
very thing he ſaw, he asked his Father what they were 
called. Whilſt he was asking Queſtions, and admiring 
thoſe things he had never ſeen before, he ſaw a com- 
pany of young handſom Ladies coming from a Wed- 
ding. As ſoon as he ſaw them, all other Objects va- 
niſhed out of his Thoughts, and he asked his Father 
with a more than ordinary paſſionate Concern, what 
they were; fo that the old Man began to be alarmed. 
Don't mind them Child, ſays the good old Man, they 
are dangerous things. But what do you call them, re- 
plies the young Man? They are Geeſe, Son, ſays the 
Father. The young Man, for the future, could ad- 
mire nothing elſe, and begged of his Father to let him 
ſee one of theſe Geeſe. Don't think of them my dear 
Child (ſays the Father, all in amazement) chey are very 
miſchievous things. But, Father, ſays he, were theſe 
miſchievous things made io ? Iudecd , Father, I do | 
"Ta | | not 
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not underſtand what you mean; but, for my part, I 
never ſaw any thing ſo fine and amiable in my 


life. Ah! Father, if one of them would but live in 
our Wood, I ſhould be always a feeding it. Then the 


Father plainly ſaw that force of Nature was greater 


than that of Education, and repented that he had 
expoſed his Son to a Temptation, from which all his 
future Care and Endeavours would not be able to de- 


I, fend him. | 


— 


— : — * * — 


NOV. E L. XXX. 


Tancredi cauſes ba Daughter's Lover to be ſtrangled, and 
_ ſends her his Heart in @ Gold Cup. 


"T1 4scredj, Prince of Salerue, had only one Daugh- 

ter, whom he ſo paſſionately loved, that he 
would hardly conſent to Marry her to the Duke of 
Capuce's Son, he not being able to ſuffer her out of his 
fight, She was not long married before ſhe was a 


Widow, and came home again to her Father. This 


Princeſs, whoſe name was Sigiſmunda, was young, beau- 
tiful, and of a high and lofty Spirit. Her Father, who 
ſtill loved her with the ſame Ardour and Affection, 
and who could he hardly brought to conſent to Marry 
her the firſt time, never made any mention of a ſecond 
Marriage, and ſhe thought it immodeſt in her to diſco- 
ver any Inclination towards it 3 fo being without any 
hopes of a Husband, ſhe reſolved a have a Gallant. 
After ſhe had nicely obſerved all the Gntlemen that 
reſorted to her Father's Court, ſnhe found no Perſon ſo 
much to her liking as a young Courtier, called Gui 
cardo, a Perſon of no great Deſcent; but a Man other- 
wiſe of great Vertue and Merit, Qualities which this 
fair Lady preferred before ali others. She ſaw him 
often, and was one that ag” gueſs what a Man was 
* at 
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at the firſt ſight. In alittle time ſhe fell ſo paſſionately 
in Love with him, that ſhe could not forbear praiſing 
him publickly. This Gentleman ſoon perceived that 
the Princeſs had a Reſpect for him, but durſt not diſ- 
cover his mind, fo they both loved: one another, but 
could not tell how to let each other underſtand it. At 
laſt the Princeſs found out an Expedient, ſhe ſent him 
an hollow Cane, in which was a Letter containing In- 
ſtructions, what to do the next day. Guiſcardo preſently 
thought that the Princeſs had not ſent him ſuch a Cane 
without ſome deſign. He ſtrictly ſearches it, found it 
hollow, opens it, and diſcovers the Letter. He pre- 
ſently perceived her meaning, and thought himſelf the 
moſt happy Man alive. 5 
At one of the Corners of the Palace there was an 
old Cave, cut out of a Rock, which had no light but 
what came through a narrow hole, that was made with 
abundance of difficulty through the fide of the Moun- 
tain, and it was all over grown with Brambles and Bri: 
ars, becauſe they had made no uſe of this Cave for à 
long time. The entrance into it was by a pair of Stairs 
very near to one of the ground Chambers of the 
' Princeſss Apartment; but it was ſo long fince any bo- 
dy had gone down them, that they were quite forgot 
ten. "Twas Love brought it to Sigiſmunda's remem- 
brance. She opened a great Door, not without much 
difficulty, and went in and viewed the Cave, obſerved 
the narrow hole, and inſtructed her Gallant how he 
ſhould get down through it. Guiſcardo, being informed 
by bis Miſtreſs of the height of it, knit Knots in a | 
Rope, a little diſtance one from another, to facilitate 
his getting up and down, and put on a Leather Coat 
to defend him from the Thorns; ſo tying one end of 
his Rope to a Tree, the next night he went down into 
the Cave, where he ſtaid all night. In the morning 
the Princeſs diſmiſſed all her Attendance, and went to 
find her Lover, whom ſhe conducted to her Cham- 
ber, where they paſſed the time without interruption, 
4. nnn ms 
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enjoying all the Pleaſures that Love was able to pro- 
cure them. After they had conſulted how they ſhould 
meet again; the Princeſs reconducts him to the _— 


cardo, ſtaid till night, and then got out the ſame way 
be went in. But Fortune, who is always fickle, was 
jealous of the Pleaſures theſe two Lovers enjoyed. 
The Prince uſed to come often into his Daughters 
Chamber alone, and fic and talk with her. One day, 
when Siviſmunds was walking with her Maids in one 
of the Gardens, Tancredi comes in the Chamber with- 
out being heard or ſeen by any body, he found the 
Ss Windows ſhut, and the Curtains drawn cloſe about the 
Bed, fitting down upon a Chair, he laid his Head upon 
the Bed, and put the Curtain over him, as if he had a 
mind to hide himſelf, and ſo fell aſleep. The Princeſs 
= knowing that her Lover was at the place of Rendez- 
vous, diſmiſſed her Maids, and went to him to bring 
him to her Chamber, where without any ſuſpicion they 
both lay down together on the Bed, as they uſed to do. 
Tancredi ſlept for ſome time, and then awaking, heard 
the two Lovers at their amorous enjoyments, he was 
ſo mightily enraged, that at firſt he had a mind to call 
in Witneſs of their infamy; but at laſt he was fo con- 
_ I fiderate as to think it was better not to diſcover them, 
and revenge himſelf with as much Privacy as he could, 
The Lovers were a long time together there without 
diſcerning the Prince, at laſt” they parted, Guiſcards 
went to his Cave, and the Princeſs to the Garden. 
The Prince, as old as he was, ſlipt out of a Window, 
and got away before any body ſaw him. At night he 
W ec Sentinels, and ſeized Guiſcardo in his Leather Coat, 

| juſt as he came out of the hole of the Cave. They 
brought him before the Prince, who upbraided him 
wich Ingratitude, and told him, with Tears in his Eyes, 
that the Favours he had beſtowed on him, deſerved 
better Returns from him than ſuch an abuſe. to his 
Honour, as he himſelf was Eye-Witneſs of his com- 
725 M 4 mitting 


ſhuts the Door, and calls her Ladies about her. Guif- 
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mitting. Guiſcardo had nothing to ſay for liimſelf; but 


cloſe Priſoner. The next day he went to his Daugh- 


Daughter, I had always ſuch an Opinion of your Ver-: 3 


that the power of Love was ſo great, that it had no 
reſpe& to a. Soveraign. The Prince ordered him 


ters Chamber, as he uſed to do, who knew nothing of 
what had happened, and with Tears in his Eyes, ſays, | 


tue and Honour, that it would never enter into my Head 
to conceive that you would proſtitute your ſelf to the 
oreateſt Man in the World, much lefs to one whoſe 
Birth and Extract is fo far inferior to yours. Amongſt 
ſo many Great Men that are at my Court, is there none 
but Gwuiſcardo that could pleaſe you? A Perſon of a 

mean and obſcure Deſcent ?. Was it for this that I pre- 
ferred him? My Anger and Grief are equal upon 
this account. I am not yet reſolved what to do with 
reſpe& to you. The tender Affection, I always had 
for you, pleads in your behalf, and the Wickedneſs you 
have committed calls upon me for Vengeance. Iam i 
not in the ſame ſuſpence with reſpe& to Guiſcardi, 
whom I have cauſed tobe apprehended juſt as he came 
out of the hole of the Cave, but am reſolved to facri i 
fice him to my juſt Reſentment. But, before I pro- 
ceed any further, pray let me hear what you have to 
ſay for your ſelf. Sigi/munda perceiving that her In- 
triegue was diſcovered, and that Guiſcardo was in Cu- 


ſtody, was about to expreſs her · ſorrow by Tears, (weak a 
Apologies) but very often made uſe of by the fair Sex Wi <: 
But ſhe being one of a great Spirit, overcame that cu- k 
ſtomary Weakneſs, and believing her Lover would t 
ſpeedily be put to death, ſhe reſolved not to make any if 
Application for her ſelf, but was willing to accompany BF 
him ſhe loved ſo dearly. Sir, ſays ſhe, to her Father, be 
(not as a Woman in Sorrow, but with dry Eyes, and in w 
a bold and even Temper) I ſhall deny nothing, not i 15 
ask any Favour of you. I ſhall neither implore your | of 
Love or Clemency in my behalf, all that I have co do tit 
js to defend my Honour, and then act as my Courage ar 


ſhall 


< 
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(hall inſpire me. I love Guiſcardo, and am beloyed by 


him. I ſhall love him as long as I live, which will not 
— if that Paſſion continues after death, I 


do declare, unto you that I ſhall love him then. Gaiſ- 
cardos Vertue, and the delay you have made to 3 
me again, conduced more to this Amour than the frail- 

of my Sex. As you your ſelf are neither Iron nor 
Braſs ſo you may well imagine that I am neither. I 


3 have been married, am now young, and how could E 


withſtand ſuch Natural Inclinations ? It was not Chance 
that determined in Favour of Guiſcardo. I have pre- 
ferred him before all others for juſt Reaſons, and his 


Merit is his Advocate. It is the fooliſh Caprice of 


Men that has eſtabliſhed ſuch diſtinctions. If Guiſcurdo 
was not nobly Deſcended, that was Fortunes fault, and 
not his own. In the time of Adam we were all equal, 
and it is only Vertue that ought to make any diſtinction 


= amongſt Men, and thoſe that enjoy the moſt ought to 
be called Noble. But the Corruption of Mens Minds 


hath long ſince changed this Law, which now conſiſts 
only in an unaccountable Birth. But, if we argue 
Rationally, the more Vertue any Man has, the more 
Honourable is he 3 upon this account, therefore, if you 
will but weigh things impartially, you muſt be con- 


vinced that Gniſcardo is the moſt noble Perſon in your 
whole Court, and your Words, as well as my Eyes, 
are Witneſſes of it. You your ſelf have extolled Gui. 


cardo above all others, and as I had opportunity of 
knowing him, 'I have been convinced by Experience, 
that you gave him nothing but what was his due; but 


if Tam deceived, you are the cauſe of it. You may as 


well upbraid me with his Poverty, but only that would 


be a Scandal on your ſelf, that you have no better re- 


warded a Man of his excellent Merit. But Poverty 
is no bar to Nobility, if it were, what would become 


of the Royalty of the Kings and Princes of former. 


times? Riches ebb and flow. Such as formerly fed Shee 


and tilled che Ground, may now be grown very Rich, 


and 
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what you intended to do with me, I am not in the 


| you to forbear imbruing your Hands in my blood, il | 
vou have determined ſo to do, perhaps you may be if 


| cardo's Fate. Forbear weeping then, and put us both il 


Daughters Spirit, but did not think that ſhe would do 


ſent, ſhe doubted not but that it was her Lover's Heart. WW 
My Father (ſays ſhe to him that brought it) hath un- 


ly deſerved. 


was, nor what would be the Seq 


— 


of this life. Thy very Enemy hath judged thee wor- 
thy of a Tomb of Gold, There's nothing remains to 
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and fact as are now the Darlings of Fortune, may fooh 
be reduced to the condition of Shepherds. As for 


. 1 


leaſt ſolicitous, do your pleaſure. | I ſhall not intreat | 


faved that trouble, for 1 do aſſure you I will follow Gui: M 


to death, if you think we have deſerved it. 1 
The Prince, who knew very well the greatneſs of hs 


as the ſaid ; went, and preſently ordered Guiſcardo to 
be ſtrangled. They took out his Heart, and the Prince 
put it into a golden Cup, and fent-it to his Daughter, 
and commanded the Meſſenger to tell her, that her Fa · 
ther had ſent her that Preſent to comfort her under the 
loſs of that ſhe loved moſt dear, as ſhe had comforted 


him under the lofs of that which was moſt dear to him, WT 
Sigiſmunda, who imagined what would happen, had ior 


prepared a Poiſon made of the Roots of certain Herbs, 
to be ready at Hand upon occaſion. When ſhe ſaw the 
the Prefent, and heard che Meſſage her Father had] 


wittingly beſtowed a Tomb on his Heart which it juſt- 


I know that he always loved me very 1 
well, but he has given me freſh Aſſurances of it, by 
the Honour he has done this Heart. Pray return him 


my thanks, and tell him they will be the very laſt. Then n 


me took the Heart, and kiſſed it a thouſand times, with 
Tears and Complaints, that ſurprized and terriſied tlie 
Ladies about her, who did not know whoſe Heart it 
nel of this mournful 
Ceremony. Thou pretious Heart! ſays ſhe, thou who 
haſt often ſo pleaſantly diverted me, thy Courle i 
finiſhed, thou art freed from the Miſeries and Sorrows 


compleat 
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compleat thy Funeral, but her Tears whoſe only joy 
ot i can wert in thy life time. Unmerciful Father ! [ 
he did reſolve to die with dry Eyes, and very much com- 


poſed ; but I cannot reſiſt the tender motions which 
the beſt of all Hearts inſpires me with. Dear Heart, 
chou waſt once all my delight! after my Tears have 

rendred thee due homage, I will follow thee into the 
other World. It is the way that all muſt go, and I 
cannot this long Journey in better Company. Then 
= ſhc gave her ſelf intirely up to Tears and Sorrow, and 
made all her Ladies weep with her, who did all that 
W they could to comfort her, bu to no purpaſe. Then 


ee ſhe took the Poiſon, and put it into the Gold Cup, 
er, and having mixed it with her Tears, drank it up very 
r reſolutely, and threw her ſelf upon the Bed, holding - 
he the Cup in one Hand, and the Heart in the other, 
el which ſhe put as near to her own as ſhe could poſſibly. 
m. The Prince being informed of what had happened, by 
ad None of her Servants, being afraid what the event wou 
bebe, ran immediately to her Chamber. When he ſaw 
he her in that miſerable condition, he ſhed a flood of 
ad Tears. Then the Princeſs with a faint Voice, being 
rt. iuſt ready to expire, ſaid to him, Father, forbear to 
in- ſhed thoſe Tears which ſignifie nothing, and which I 
ſt⸗¶ do not deſire. But if you have any remainder of Af- 
fection for me, do not deny my laſt requeſt, that is, 
by that I may be publickly buried with Guiſcardo, although 


ou would not permit us to live together. The Prince 
os ſo much afflicted, that he could make no anſwer, 
ut withdrew. As ſoon as he was gone, the Princeſs 
egan to feel the approach of death, and putting 
er Lovers Heart juſt againſt her own, ſhe took her 
leave of her Ladies, and expired. The Princes Sorrow + 
Nas beyond expreſſion, he repented him of his Cruelty, 
but it was then too late. He ordered both the Lovers to 
Pe Interred in the ſame Tomb, with great Pomp and 
eremony, and the whole Court and City lamented 
be tragick end of theſe two unfortunate Lovers. 
es „„ | NOVEL 
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NOVEL XXI. 
'4 Friar made a Venetian Lady believe that the Angel Ga. 
briel 1 in love with ber, and lay with her very often 
under the form of that Angel. But at laſt, being ſur- 
' prized, be gets out of Window, aud hid bimſelf in « 
poor Man's Houſe , who expoſed bim the next day in 
bt. Mark's place, diſguiſed like a Savage Man; wher, 
being known by others of the ſame Order, be was com. 

_ mitted to Priſon. * 5 | 


AS there is nothing more ſacred amongſt Mon than 
Religion, ſo there is nothing that is more abuſed 
to baſe and ſiniſter ends. This is the Cloak, that is ge: 
nerally worn, to hide the moſt villainous Actions, and 
this prophane Liberty is in a great Meaſure owing to ths 
Clergy themſelves. There delt at Imola a moſt no: 
torious Villain, who was ſo well known to be ſuch, that iþ 
if he ever did any good Action, People always believed | 

it co be otherwiſe, he had got ſuch a very bad Cha 
Tater. Finding that he was too well known in the 
place of his Nativity, he came to Venice, deſigning to 
[= long thoſe things in this famous City, that he 
Could not do where he was known. He pretended to 
turn Penitent, and very Devout, and the better to re. 
tire, to lament his ſins, he turns Cordelier, and takes 
upon the name of Friar Alberto of Imola. There wa 
never any Man made a greater external ſhew of De- 
votion, and no Cardelier ever talked more of Penance 
and Mortification. In ſhort, from a profeſſzd Villain, a 
he was before, he ſeemed to become a great Saint al 
on a ſudden, though there was no change at al 
. wroughtin his Heart. Being made Prieſt, he never Ce. 
lebrated Maſs but he wept abundantly at our Saviour 
Paſſion; And as his Tears colt him nothing, bern 
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them at command, when he pleaſed, to grace his Ser- 
mons: he ſoon got ſuch great Reputation for Sanctity, 
that he was generally made Executor in Wills. Saint 
Francis himſelf had not a greater Reputation in theſe 
parts than this new Cordelier, who quickly got to be 

Conſeſſor to the mol conſiderable Perſons of both 

Jsexes. It happened that a young Lady, named Liſetta, 


@ about affairs of Trade, came to be Confeſſed by him. 
After ſhe had ſuperficially run over a Catalogue of her 
Ins, the Friar askt her if ſhe had not a Gallant, The 
Lady, hot and angry, like a true Venetian, askt him 
what his Eyes were made for? Do you believe (ſays 
W ſhe) that I am a common Beauty? I ſhould have more 
Lovers than I defired, if I were not very difficult to be 
pleaſed. But my Perfections being extraordinary, I 
preſerve them for Perſons of the beſt Quality. She 
talk'd a thouſand ſuch like extravagancies in praiſe of 
her own Beauty, which ſhe often called Celeſtial. 
WFriar Alberto ſoon found that this Lady wasvery fan. 
Weaſtical, and mightily conceited of her own ſelf, and 
Wchought that he might eaſily turn it to his own ad- 
vantage, and ſo became very much enamoured wich 
her, but waiting for a more favourable Conjuncture 
Wo reprove her, he thought fit then only to reprehend 
er mildly, and told her that the great opinion ſhe had 
Wot her ſelf, was an effect of Vain-Glory ; and Self- 


not addicted to raillery, anſwered him very angrily that 
e was a ſtupid Fellow, and did not diſcern the diffe- 
rence there was in Beauties. Alberto was not willing 
Wo provoke her any more, ſo gave her Abſolution, and 
Niſmiſſed her. Some days after he goes to wait on her, 
and having took her aſide, fell down at her Feet, and 
Intreated her to forgive him for what he had ſaid to her 
he other day when ſhe was at Confefſion, for which 
Fe was fo ſeverely chaſtiſed that he was now come to 
cs her Pardon. And whois it, ſays ſhe, that has thus 
clhaſtiſed 


Wife to a rich Merchant, who was gone into Flanders, - 


lore, which ſhe ought to moderate. Liſetta, who was 
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cChaſtiſed you? The night after you had confeſſel 
(replies the Friar) being at my cuſtomary Devotion, 1 
my own Apartment; LI ſaw a great light all on a ſud 
den, and turning about to fee what it was, a ven 
handſom young Man fell upon me, and beat me ſo { 
verely with a great Cudgel, that he quite ſtun d me 
After he had uſed me at that rate, I ask d him who h 
was, and why he beat me ſo? He anſwered that he vn 
the Angel Gabriel, and that he had corrected me ful 
being ſo raſh to cenſure the heavenly Beauty of Mz 
dam Liſetta, who next unto God, he loved and ai 
mired above all things: Then I begged his Pardon 
which he granted, on condition that I would come uf 
you, and get your Pardon alfo, or elſe he threatn«, i 
that he would put me to the molt ſevere Tortures. Hoy] 
furious, Madam, are the Angels when they are an 
ery? Pardon me then, dear Lady, and J will tell ya 
what the Angel ſaid beſides. Liſetta was raviſhed 
hear a Story that flattered her fo agreeably, and to 
it all for truth. Then in a very haughty tone (ſays u 
did not I tell you before that my Beauty was Celeſtia 
Notwithſtanding I am ſorry for what has happened uf 
vou, and that you may be ſafe for the future, I do par 
don you, on condition that you declare what it was tha 
the Angel ſaid elſe. Madam, ſays the Cordelier, yall 
are the. moſt happy of all Women. The Angel 648 
briel is paſſionately in love with you, and would har 
long ſince come and lain with you, but out of fear df 
diſpleaſing you. But if you intend to enjoy this hapyi 
neſs for any time, you mult be very ſecret. He bi 
me tell you that he will come and ſpend ſome part of 
night with you, whenever you ſhall judge it convent 
ent. And though Angels have no Bodies, yet he if 
aſſume one, and come and viſit you in humane {hay 
Pray then tell me when you will have him come, ail 
in what Figure he ſhall appear to you. She very pl 
ſantly anſwered, that if the Angel loved her, ſhe al 
loved him as well, and that he ſhould be very e | 
wheneſe 
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whenever he would do her the Honour to come and 
ſee her, and he ſhould find her always alone in her 
Chamber, provided he would * to love no Wo- 
man beſides her ſelf, and that he might come in what 
Form he pleaſed, if he did not put her in a fright. The 
Friar then ſaid, Madam, pray, let me defire one Fa- 
your of you, in recompence of what I have ſuffered 
for you, to permit him to take my Body, for whilſt the 
Angel animates my Body, he will ſend my Soul into 
Paradiſe, and I ſhall be there all the time he is with you. 
It is but juſt, replies Madam Liſerta, to let you have 
this Comfort, to make you amends for the blows you 
had. Then the Friar took his leave of her, who was 

| ſo impatient to ſee her Angel, that-ſhe thought every 

moment to be an Ape. 5 2 
Alberto was well pleaſed with what progreſs he had 
made, took the beſt Provocatives he could get, before- 
hand, to prepare himſelf for his buſineſs; and as ſoon 
as it was night he took another Friar along with him, 
and went to Madam Liſerta s. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw him 
come into the Chamber, in white Habit, ſhe fell down 
on her Knees before the Angel, but he lifted her up, 
gave her his blefling, and made ſigns for her to lie 
down. She preſently obeyed, and the Angel followed 
quickly. Alberto was a very handſome Man, and of 
a very vigorous Conſtitution, and Madam Liſetra was 
Nice and Delicate, and ſo he did not want much time 
to make her underſtand that Angels of his Stature are 
better performers than her Husband. The Scene was as 
often repeated as ſhe could with for, and the vacant time 
was imployed in diſcourfing of the Celeſtial Glory. It 
beginning to be very near day, the Angel thought fit to 
1] "<cire, did what was neceſſary in order for his return, 
| went to his Aſſociate, who the Maid had taken to Bed 
with her for fear of Spirits. As ſoon as Madam Li- 
eit had dined, the goes to Friar Alberto, to give him 
an account of her Adventure with the Angel Gabriel, 
and tells him what things he had told her of the ay 
EO; ia 


ſtial Glory, to which ſhe adds a thouſand Fictions of 
her own Fancy, but ſays never a word of the principal 

matter. Alberto anſwered that he did not know hoy I 
things went withthem, but asfor himſelf, he appearing | 
to him the laſt night, to have an account of the ſacceſs 
of his Meſlage, ſent . Soul into Ly of moſt ex 
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quiſite Pleaſure, where it remained till morning, but 
as for his body he did not know what become of it, 
Your Body (fays ſhe) was all night in my Arms with 
the Angel Gabriel, and the better to ſatisfie you, look 
under your leſt Breaſt, and you will find a mark that 
will remain there a long time, which was the effect of 
a paſſionate Kiſs that I gave the Angel. After a long 
Conference on this Subject, Madam Liſetta went home, 
and the Angelical Cordelier paid her ſeveral Viſis 
without the leaſt interruption. But at laſt Madam L. 
ſetta's ſimplicity proved fatal to him. Being one day 
with one of her Acquaintance, and the Diſcourſe 
happening to be about Womens Beauty, ſhe preferred 
her ſelf before all otthers, and ſaid, my Dear, if you Ml 
did but know who I have the Honour to oblige, you 
would certainly allow me the preference. Her Friend, 
who was deſirous to know who it was, told her that 
he might tell her who he was, for ſhe might be ſure ſhe 
would believe her. My Dear, then, ſays Madam L. 
ſetta, very pleaſantly, I ſhould not tell, but in regatd 
I can conceal nothing from you, I tell you it is the An- 


gel Gabriel, who loves me as dearly as his own ſelf, and M ryi. 
thinks me the fineſt Woman in the whole World, ot hin 
at leaſt tells me ſo. Her Friend had much to do to ma 
forbear laughing, but putting on a ſerious Countenance, ¶ the 
told her that if the Angel Gabriel were her Lover, and MW wit 
Had told her fo, ſhe believed that nothing was more {WI bod 


true, but ſhe could ſcarce think that Angels did ſuch 
kind of things. You are very much miſtaken, my Hh 
Dear, ſays Liſetta, for I am ſure he is quite anothe: 
kind of Perſon than my Husband ; beſides, he proteli| 


to me that they make Love in Heaven, as well as hers, 


/ 
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and that he fell in Love with me, becauſe there is no, 
Celeſtial Beauty that equals mine; nay he comes very 
olten and lies with me. Do you underſtand me now ? 
Her Friend was very impatient till ſhe got ſomewhere 
to laugh heartily at her Folly and Ignorace. In the 
Evening, being in a great company of Ladies, ſhe en- 
I certained them with the Angelical Love of Madam Li- 

ſetta, giving 1755 account of it from beginning to end. 
Theſe Ladies told their Husbands, and other Women 
of it, and at laſt it came into ſo many Hands, that in 
leſs than two days it was the publick talk of the Town. 
W Liſerts's Brothers · in- law hearing of it, reſolved to know 
what ſort of Angel this was. Friar Alberto, underſtand- 
ing that Liſerta had been prattling, went one Evening 
s ber, deſigning to chide her for her imprudence, but 
che Brothers in-law lying in Ambufh, and ſeeing him 
eo in, he had hardly put off his diſguiſe, before he heard 
chem at the Chamber Door, and having no other way 
left to eſcape, he threw himſelf out of a Window into 
2 River, that was under ic, and ſo ſwam to the other 
ſide without getting any harm. He happened to meet 
with a Houſe open, and begged of the honeſt Man 
that lived there to preſerve his life, telling him ſuch a 
formal and pitiful Story as drew Compaſſion from him. 
Next morning the Man goes out, and locks Friar Al. 
berto in. The Brothers-in-law, miſſing the Angel, gave 
Madam Liſetta very hard words, and went away, car- 
Irying thoſe things that the Angel Gabriel had left be- 
Ihind him, along with them. This Adventure being 
made publick, this honeſt Man happened to hear on 
the Rialto, that the Angel Gabriel being ſurprized, lying 
d WY with Madam Liſetta, did ſwim over the River, and no 
body could tell what was become of him Then he be- 
gan to think that this Angel was the Perſon that was at 
his Houſe, ſo goes home and examins him about the 
matter, diſcovers it, and threatens to deliver him up- 
eo Liſetta*s Relations, it he would not give him -five 
hundred Ducats, Friar * found means to pro- 
8 curs 
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5 ceœeœure the ſum demanded, and deſired his Landlord © 


*aflift him in his eſcape. . The Landlord told him that he 
could think of but one way to do it ſecurely. This day i 
s a ſort of Diverſion on St. Mark's Place, where even! 
one may bring a Man diſguiſed like a Bear, or Savage Ml 1 
Man. If you think fit to be dreſſed in one of the 
Habits, I will lead you thither; when the Sport is over 
I will lead you from thence to ſome place of ſafety, for Ml - 
if you ſhould be diſcovered, ſays this honeſt Man, Ma. 
dam Liſettas Relations, hearing that you are here, wil 
ſend ſo many People to watch all the Avenues, that i Ml 
will be impoſſible for you to go from hence without 
falling into their Hands, if you do not reſolve to do a 
JT adviſe you. Fear made Friar Alberto accept of he 
Propoſal. The Man then anointed him all over 
with Honey, and covered him all over with downy tr 
Feathers, and ordered him fo, that he appeared like 2M |: 
Savage indeed. Then he got it proclaimed by Sound C 
of Trumpet, that whoſoever had a mind to ſee the ab 
Angel Gabriel ſhould repair to St. Mark's Place. When M 
he came into the Street, holding his Savage by all bu 
Chain, and going before, he was preſently incompal- de 
fed by a multitude of Folks, who were all amazed, and 2" 
aid they could not imagine what he was. Being come Re 
to St. Mark's Place, he chained his Savage Man tos: me 
Pillar, and left him expoſed to the Waſps for ſome but 
hours. When he thought that there were SpeRators m. 
enough, he makes as if he were going to unlooſe his i M. 
Savage, but takes off the Feathers that diſguiſed bu Fa 
Face, crying out as loud as ever he could, Gen- du 
tlemen, fee here the Angel Gabriel, who is deſcen-M tler 


ded from Heaven, and came on Earth to Solace the 
Venetian Ladies in the night time. Friar Alberto was 
preſently known, and there was a great Shout for 
half a quarter of an hour; they offered the greateſ 
indignities to him, and every one ſtrove to throl 
ſomething or other that was naſty in his Face. The 
News being come to the Convent, fax Cordeliers came 
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hs A Rich Merchant, whoſe name was Narnald Cluad, 
rer F dwelt at Marſeilles, a perſon but of mean Ex- 
ny Ml tract, but yet a Man of great Honour and Probity He 
ez had a very numerous Family, and amongſt other 
nd Children three Daughters, the youngeſt of which was 
the about fourteen. They wers all juſt upon the point of 
en Marriage, only ſtaid till their Father returned, whole 
i buſineſs at that time had called him into Spain. The el - 
a. deft Siſter. was called Ninetta, the ſecond! Magdalena 
and the third Bertella. A young Gentleman, nam 
me Re ſtagnon, was in Love with Ninetta, whoſe Paſſion 
02 MJ met with Reciprocal entertainment. Reſtagnon had 
me but a very ſmall Eſtate; but his Genteel Deportment 
ors made amends for that Defect, and by the bravery of his 
he Mind he won the fair Lady's Heart, and had received 
hö Favours by way of Anticipation. Whilſt Reſfagnon 
en: quietly enjoyed the Pleafures of Love, two young Gen- 
en : tlemen, one called Poulguer, and the other Huguet, fell 
the in Love with Ninettas tyro Siſters; the firſt with Mag- 
wa Lalena, and the other with Bertella. Reſtagnon, being 
for informed of this Intriegue by Ninetta, reſolved to make 
coſt WI ule of this opportunity to advance his Fortune. He 
o got acquainted with them, and went with them to viſit 
The cheir Miſtreſſes, where he had the pleaſure to ſee his 
ame on at the ſame time. Being grown intimate Friends, 
and I he invited them one day to a Treat, and after he had ai. 
| N12 ' ſured 
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ſured them of the ſincerity of his Friendſhip, by as ma- | 
ny ſtrong Reaſons as he could invent, he told them 
that he had a Thought he ſhould be very glad to Com- 
municate to them. I muſt needs tell you, my Friends 
(ſays he) that I love Ninetta, and you alſo love her two 
Siſters; now, if you will but do what I would have you, 
it will be a means to make us all —_— ou 
are very rich, and I am not fo, now if you will but let 
me enjoy part of your Eſtates with you, and agree upon 
a place whither we may retire, and live in Common, 
J will engage to make the three Siſters follow after us, 
and bring away good part of their Father's Wealth 
with them ; and then what happineſs will be like ours? 
The two Gentlemen, being extremely taken with the 
Propoſal, preſently embraced it without any further De. 
liberation. Some days after Ref agnon got to be in pri 
vate with Ninetts, and told her of the agreement h: 
had made with her two Siſters Lovers, deſiring her to 
aaſſiſt him, all ſhe could, in facilitating the matter; 
which ſhe the more readily conſented to, hoping by 
this means to enjoy the Company of her Lover with 
more freedom. She aſſured him ſhe would take care to he 


manage her Siſters, and that all he had to do was u 
find out a convenient place for them to go to. Ref. Wil ** 
non informed his Friends of this happy beginning, and rag 


after they had reſolved upon the Iſſe of Candia, tor the | 
place of their abode, they ſold their Land: under ro 7 
tence of turning Merchants. They bought a Ship, WM '*"* 
which they fitted out very privately , expecting a fa- iſ { 
yourable opportunity to ſer Sail. Ninetta found her 8. n 
ers fo well inclined, and told them ſo many fine Sto BY f 
ries, that they were very impaticnt to be gone. The We 
long · deſired moment being come at laſt, the three 5. In 
ſters, who had formed their deſign before, found out i Wn 
| way to come at their Fathers Money and Jewels, and s 
took as much with them as they were able to carry, and er 
ſo went to find their Lovers, who waited for them; 


E they all went preſently on board, made all the Sail chey i 74s 
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could, and having a favourable Gale of Wind, theY. 
end af 2t N where they ſtaid ſome time to 
refreſh themſelves, Being ſafely arrived at Candies 
they ſettled near the City of that name, and bought 
them very fine Houſes, and lived very ſplendidly, kept 
W their Hawks and Hounds, and had all the Diverſions 
that Nature and Art could-ſupply them with. But as 
too much Plenty often cleys, and the moſt exquiſite 
pleaſures loſe the delicacy of their taſt, when they are 
too often enjoyed; ſo that- paſſionate, Love that Re- 
gun had for Ninetta began to cool, when he was 
glutted with Fruition. Being entertained one day by 
2 Gentleman of that Country; he there ſaw a young 
Lady with whom he was preſently enamoured. Ni-, 
netta, perceiving his great affection towards her, be- 
came extreme Jealous, and could not be at reſt till. 
ſhe, in very reproachful manner, had told him of it. 
But as oppoſſtion inflames Deſire, ſo the more Ninetta 
endeavoured to obſtruct Reffagnon from the enjoyment 
of his Miſtreſs, the more ſhe increaſed his Paſſion to- 
| wards her. At laſt ſhe fell into a deep melancholy, and 
her averſion towards Reffagnon began now to be as great 
as ever. her Love for him was beſore, She believed, 
and perhaps not without juſt cauſe, that he had re- 
ceived thoſe Favours from her Rival that he ought not 
to have had from any but her only; ſo giving her ſelf 
up to Rage and Deſpair, ſhe reſolved to diſpatch her 
faithleſs Lover. To this end the made her application 


. s an old Greek, who was exquiſite at the Art of Poi - 


ſoning, who prepared her a Water, which ſhe gave 
Reſt agnon one day when he was very hot, and little 
ſulpected any ſuch thing. This Poiſon was ſo ſtrong, 
that he lived but one night after it. The other two 
Brothers and Siſters very much lamented his death, and 
Nets her ſelf was not. deficient to ſhew all the exte- 
rior marks of Sorrow. Some months after the old 
Greek was taken up for another Crime and when he 
was upon the Rack confeſſed that he had a Hand in 
wt - | 3 | Reſtagnon's 
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but it was all to no purpoſe, for the Duke was reſolved 


to ſhew a ſeeming Compliance to his deſires, it i 
might ſave ler Siſters life“ To this end ſhe told the 2 


netta was really drowned, did all they could to comfort if 


ſome Queſtions attended with Rage and Fury, be 
made her confeſs what had paſſsd. She "endeavoured 


— — — — —— — —— 2 — — 
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vouldaffrage His Anger, er binder him from! fiinf, 
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Roſtognom's Death. Upon this the Duke of Candy ordered 
Ninetts to be (61244, who preſently confeſſed the whole 
matter. Foulques and Hyaguet were ſtrangely ſurprized 
when they underſtood what Ninetta was apprehended r 
for, and endeavoured all they could to fave her life, Ml ; 
0 

y 


not to ſhew' her any Mercy. The Duke having for 2 
long time made an amoureus application to Magdalens, 


Who was young and very handſome, but without any 


ſueceſs ] made her believe that if ſhe ſhould pretend 


Dulce that he would do whatever was in her power n 
to oblige hir; provided he would ſave her Siſter: t. 
lifs, and be ſectet. '''This Propolal prevailed with him, WM «| 
and Love triuniphedd -over//Reafon and Juſtice, He e. 
then, by his Miſtreſſes cofflent, ordered Foulques and b 
Hugner to be fecured, under pretence of being Accel- Bll 
fury co. Reſtagnons death. Then he went privately to ſe 
Nitetra, and gave out that he had cauſed her to be 
drow ned; but conveyed her to her Siſter, and deſired | 
her to ſend her ont of the way, leſt when it ſhould 
beknown that ſne was ſtill alive, he ſhould be obliged 
to execute her. Foulques and Haguet were releaſed 
aſter ſome days impriſonment, and believing that N. 


her Siſters“ Although © Mepdaknz was very Careful to 
conceal Ninerta, yet Foulquer, at laſt perceiving that 
ſhe was ther, was extremely amꝭzed; then he began 
ts. femember the kindneſs the Duke had for Magdalena, 
and did not queſtion but ſhe had now ſacrificed her 
Honour to ſave her Siſtets lifes" Magdalena did all ſhe 
could to conceal the Truth from him, but all in vain; 
and on the contrary his ſuſpicions were ſo great: that after 


with. Cries and Teats, to get Pardon, but nothing 


5 
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his Sword through her. When he had given her her 
deaths Wound, he contrived how he might eſcape 
from Juſtice, and goes to Ninetta in a very pleaſant 
manner, tells her that he came to fulfil her Siſters Pro- 


miſe to the Duke, and to carry her out of the reach 
of his Cruelty. Ninetta, who was in continual fear, 


| was very willing to go along with him, and never 


thought of taking leave of her Siſter, but away they 


go both together to the next Port, and Embark before 
any body knew they were gone. The Duke being in- 


formed that his Miſtreſs was murdered, ordered Hu- 
guet and his Miſtreſs to be apprehended, who knew 


| nothing either of Magdalena's death, or that the other 
| two were fled. The Tortures they were put to made 


them confeſs that they, and thoſe, two that were 
eſcaped, were guilty of her death. Now as nothin 
but death attends ſuch a Confeflion, they bribed their 
Goaler, and fled with him to Rhodes, where they mi- 
ſerably ended their days. 


* 
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NOVEL XXXIII 


{ Gerbino, contrary to @ Treaty, fights 4 Ship of Tunis, 


with a deſign to ſteal away the King's Daughter, who © 
was there. Tbe Barbarians knowing his intention, kill 
the Princeſs, Gerbino takes tbe Ship, and gives no 
quarter. After, at his return to Court , be 3s be- 
beaded, NEE. THO . 


1 OVE does not always enter in by the Eyes, but 
I ſometimes creeps in at the Ears alfo, as this fol- 
lowing Story will evince. William the Second, King of 
Sicily, had a Son and a Daughter. The Son he named 
Ruggieri, and the Daughter Conſtantia. Ruggieri died 
before his Father, and left behind him a Son called Ger- 
vine, which the Grandfather took care of to bring up. 
4. * Art 
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Art being joyned to Nature, made him a moſt accom- 
liſhed Prince. He was celebrated for his Vertue and 
Vitour, not only in that Kingdom, but alſo Forein 
parts, and more eſpecially in Barbary. Fame carried an 
account of his extraordinary merit to the Daughter 
of the King of Tunis, who was then tributary to Sicily, 
This Princeſs was eſteemed, in the judgment of thoſe 
that ſaw her, the moſt beautiful Creature that Nature 
ever produced, and moſt accompliſh'd both in Body 
and Mind. She took a particular Pleaſure to hear 
talk of great Men, and ſhe had been told ſuch great 
things, of the Valour, and other Vertues of Gerbine, 
that imagining him to be a great Man, ſhe could not 
forbear loving him upon the bare Relation ſhe had of 
him. The Beauty and Merit of the Princeſs of Tim: i 
was not leſs famous in Sicily, than the Valour and 
other great Accompliſhments of Gerbino were in Tun, 
and if the Princeſs loved the Prince upon the account | 
of his Fame, the Prince loved her no le. He was 
paſſionately deſirous of ſeeing her, but waiting for a fa 
vourable opportunity, he ſent her a Compliment by two 
of his Friends, that went to Tuna, with Orders to 
make her as ſenſible as poſſibly they could of the great 
eſteem he had jor her. At laſt he found a way to 
make an offer of his Perſon, and beſt Services to her, 
by one That he ſent to her, who pretended to be a 
Jeweller. She received both the Meſſenger and Mel. 
ſage very kindly, and ſent the Prince a very obliging | 
Anfwer, and one of her richeſt Jewels, which he re- 
ceived as a token of their mutual Love. They often 
ſent Letters and Preſents to each other by this Meſſen- 
ger, and deſired with equal Paſſion to ſee each other. 
But this way of Converſe being long and private, it 
happened in the mean time, that the King of Tun 
promiſed his Daughter in Marriage to the King of Gra- 
nada. The Princeſs was under great Affliction at th 
Contract, and was often thinking to make mn eſcape ib 
to her Lover, but the little proſpect ſhe had of 115 | 
| : WW om one 
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ceeding , hindered her from making the Attempt. Ger- 
28 driven to the utmoſt Deſpair at the News of 


* 
d 
n chis Marriage, and reſolved to take her away by force, 
n WW when they were carrying her by Sea to her Husband, 
x 
le 


The King of Tunit, by chance, happened to hear of 
their Amours, and of Gerbinos Deſign, and being well 
acquainted with the Bravery of this Prince, knew it 
was impoſſible for him to oppoſe him, ſo he ſent Am- 
baſſadors to the King of Sicily, to notifie the Marriage 
of his Daughter to him, and to deſire his Approbation, 
and ſafe Conduct, and Protection. The King of Si- 
cily, who knew nothing of Gerbinos Love, fulfilled his 
deſires, and ſent him one of his own Gloves as a Token 
ol his ſincerity, The Barbarian had no ſooner received 
tit, but he ſent his Daughter away under a ſtrong Guard 
in a Man of War, provided with all things Neceſſary. 
The Princeſs, ſeeing all things prepared for her depar- 
ture, ſent a Man privately to Palermo, with orders to 
Compliment Gerbino, from her ; and tell him, that ſhe 
was to go ſpeedily for Granada, and that now he had 
an opportunity to ſhew whether he was as brave as the 
World beheved him to be, and loved her as well as he 
would have her think he did. Gerbino was much troubled 
at the ſafe Conduct, which the King, his Grandfather 
had promiſed. Notwithſtanding he reſolved to Sacri- 
fice all to his Love and Honour, and goes to Meſſina, 
el. and preſently gets two Gallies ready, on board which 
he put none but choice Men, and ſo ſail'd for Sardinia, 
by which he believed the Princeſs muſt paſs. He had 
not been long there, before he ſaw the Ship, in which 
his Miſtreſs was, failing very ſlowly. Gerbino en- 
7; WH couraged his Men to Bravery, and animated them by 
the hopes of Plunder, declaring, that, for his part, he 
deſired nothing but the Princeſs, who had obliged him 
totake up Arms for her, and who was on Board theſe 
Barbarians. They all anſwered with a Shout, and 
@ ſounding of Trumpets, and immediately ran to their 
Arms, and the Rowers did all they could to lay the 
5 0 3 Princeſſes 


186 —  Boccace's Novels, ⁊ 


Princeſſes Ship aboard. The Barberiavs ſeeing the 
Gallies coming towards them, and not being able to f 
eſcape for want of Wind, refolved to make what de. c 
fence they could. Gerbino, being come up with them 
ſent a Boat aboard them, to demand the Captain to f 


ſurrender. The Barbarians complained of their breach 
of Faith, alledging the King of Sicily's fake Condua, WM - 
ſhowing his Glove, and proteſting; that they would not 
yield till the laſt extremity. Gerbino, who had got a| 
fight of the Princeſs, was all on Fire, and {lighted al 
they ſaid, ſent again to tell them that they muſt either 
_ reſolve to deliver up the Princeſs, or fight. They con- 
tinued obſtinate, and began to let fly Shoals of Ar 
rows. The Fight was bloody, and with great loſs on 
both ſides. At laſt Gerbino, ſeeing that the event ws 
hazardous, took a ſmall Veſſel, which he had brought 
from Sardinia, ſet it on fire, and by the help of ther 


I 


Gallies run it on board the Infidels, who ſeeing that v. 
they muſt now either ſurrender or die, brought thy 
Princeſs above Deck, and ſhowing her to Gerbino, mu 1/ 
thered her before his Face, and threw her into the Sea, tk 


and _ to _ _— take News _—_ ee you 
treachery. Gerbino being prodigiouſly enraged at the 
fight of ſuch horrible cruelty, and defiring ler 
die than lire, grappled their Ship, and boarded it in 
deſpight of all reſiſtance, and killed on every ſide al 
that came before him, he ſaved all he could to rewaid} 
his Men, and then ſer fire to the Ship, and returned to 
his own Gally, very much troubled at his Victory. He 
recovered the Princeſs's Body out of the Sea, and after 
he had wept over it for a long time, he ſer Sail for 87 
eily, and interred her in great pomp at Uſtis, an Iſe 
over againſt Trepanum. The King of Tunis being in] 

formed of what had happened, ſent Ambaſſadors tog 
the King of Sicily, to complain of this notorious viola 
tion of his Promiſe. The King was extremely troubled 
and could not refuſe doing him Juſtice; he ordered 
Gerbino to be apprehended, and condemned him to be 
2441 EF _ 


NOV E L XNXXIV. 187 


betieaded, which was done in his preſence, notwith- 
ſtanding the earneſt applications all the great Men at 
Court, made in his behalf, choofing rather to want an 
Heir to inherit his Crown, than to be eſteemed a a 
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NOVEL XXIV. 


Iſabella's Brot bers hawing killed ber Lower, be appeared to 
her in a Dream, and ſhewed ber the place where they bad 
| buried bim. She finding bi Body, cuts off bis Head, 
and kept it a long time in 4 Flower-Pt, r. 


HERE were three Brothers at Aeſſina, that were 
Merchants, who after their Fathers deceaſe had 


ay great Eſtates; They had an only Siſter, who was 


young, very handſome, and genteel ; her name was 
WL //abe/ls, whom they would not have Marry, becauſe 
chey had occaſion for her at home. They had one 
W Lorenzo, a young Man of Piſa, that managed all their 
Affairs. He was fo good humonred, and well car- 
riaged, that 7/abela could not forbear loving him. Lo- 
vero ſoon perceived it, and quitting all others, he de- 
a voted himſelf intirely to her Service. As they both 
had the ſame Deſign and Intention, fo it was notlon 

before they came to a Concluſion. The beginning of 
cheir Amours was accompanied with all the Succeſs and 
Secrefie they could deſire; but at laſt, Iſabella being got 
up one night to meet her Lorenzo, the eldeſt Brother 
perceived it, and was any Eye · Witneſs of the Intrigue. 


in He {aid nothing till the next day, and then told his two 
to Brothers what he had ſeen. After they had well weigh- 


ed the matter, they reſolved quietly to paſs by what 
they could not diſcover without diſgracing themſelves 


and theit Siſter, and to tarry for a favourable opportu- 


rity, in which they might remedy it without any in- 
* 5 convenience. 
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convenietice. They ſhewed the ſame Kindneſs and 
Reſpe& to Lorenzo as they uſed to do; but their a- 
morous Converſation ſtill continuing, they were afraid 
of the ill conſequence of a Sport fo ſubje& to.Galual; 

ties, and reſolved to break it off. One day they Pres 
| tended to go out of Town for their Diverfion, and 
took Lorenzo along with them, who made no ſcrupla 
of going, having never obſerved any alteration in 
them towards him. Being come to a very private 
place, they all Fell upon him and ſtabbed him. When 
they had had buried him, without being ſeen by any ba- 
dy, they returned to Maſina, and gave out that they had 
ſent him abroad about their Buſineſs, as they uſed to do. 
But he not returning, and 1/sbells not being able pati- 
ently to endure his Abſence fo long, ſhe often asked 
her Brothers when he would return. She was ſo im- 
portunate with them one day, that they chid her & 
verely, upon which the was full of Tears, though ſhe 

did not know why, and grew very. Diſconſolate, but 

durſt not inquire any more after him. She often called I 
upon him in her ſleep, and with Tears in her Eyes 
complained. of his long ſtay. She did not enjoy one 
moments Comfort, out of che longing deſite ſhe ha 
to ſee him again. One night, aſter ſhe had been weep 
ing for her dear Lorenzo, and being at laſt fallen aſleep, 
be appeared co her all disfigured, and his Cloaths torn, 
and ſays to her, you complain of me without, gauſs. 
Your Brothers have murdered me, Iabella, and I can- 
not come to ſee you any more. They have buried me in 
ſuch a place ; farewel, and do not call upon me again- 
Iſabella, being awake, believed her Dream as ſtrongly 

as if it had been an Article of Faith, and wept exceed - 
ingly. The next day ſhe took no notice to her Bro- 
thers, but went with a Servant, ſhe could truſt, to the 
place that her Lover had deſcribed to her, where they 
buried him. She look d to find where the Earth was 
ſofteſt, and it was not long before ſhe found her Lovers 
Body, which was not yet putrified. This diſmal ſight 


S. s een nr 2242. 


drew 


bis Body away, but that being too difficult for her, ſhe 


a thing, 
on ſearch found a dead Man's Head, which they 
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drew abundance of Tears from her, accompanied with 
Sighs and bitter Complaints. But conſidering that that 
was not a place to weep in, ſhe had a great mind to 


was content with taking his Head only; and put che 
reſt of his Body under ground. She wra p'd the Head 


in her Handkerchief, and went home, and had occaſi- 
on for no other water to waſh his dear Head with, but 
her Tears only. She kiſſed it a thouſand times, and 
W wrapping it in a piece of Silk, ſhe put it into a great 


Flower-Pot, and put Earth upon it, and ſet there 
ſome Roots of ſweet Baſil, which ſhe watered either 
with Roſe-water, Orange-flower-water , or her own 


Tears, and would be always fitting by this Pot, that 


contained the precious Remains of her dear Lorenzo. 


She often wept ſo exceſlively, that the Baſil would be 
vet with her Tears. The great Care ſhe continually 


took of it, and the Nouriſhment it received from the 
Head, made the Baſil flouriſh finely, and ſmell very 
fragrantly. On the contrary, 1/abells waſted to no- 
thing, her Eyes funk in her Head, her Face grew thin 


2nd meagre, and was now as frightful as it had been 
W amiable before. Her Brothers were ſurprized to ſee 


her ſo altered, not knowing what ſhould be the occaſi- 


on of it; but when the Neighbours told them, that ſhe 


did nothing but continually fit and cry by the Flower 
Pot, they were very angry with her, but ſeeing that ſhe 
would not forbear, they took it away from her. She 


often in a great Paſſion asked them to give her the Pot 
again; but not having it, ſhe took ic ſo much to Heart, 
chat ſhe fell ſick, and during all the time of her ill- 


neſs would be ſtill asking for her Pot. Her Brothers 
being e, that ſhe ſhould be ſo Fond of ſuch 
had a mind to know what was in it, and up- 


knew to be Lorenz's by the curled Hair. The Con- 


ſternation they were in, and the fear of being Diſco- 


vered, made them ſoon buiy the Head, and to ſecure 
: themſelves, 


* 
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themſelves, left Aeſſna privately, and went to dug 
at Naples,” As for Habella ſhe was always asking for half 
Pot, and wept till ſhe died. deen apa 
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Gabriatto and Andrevola intirely loving each other, i 
each other their Dream. Gabriotto dies ſuddenly, au 
Andrevola is accuſed of it; but the. baſe uſage. (hen 
-- ceived: from the Podeſtate redounds to her Hononr, ai 


v. very ſerviceable for her Vindication  \_/ 


213" } 8” | „ „„ £46, 48 
Eser Negro da Ponte Carrara, a Gentleman of 
IVI Breſcia, had a Daughter, whoſe: name Was 4 if 

drev0ls, a Lady excelling in all the Endowments bot 
of Body and Mind. She fell in Love witl:ai:youngl 

Gentleman hard by her, one but of a mean Extra. 
/ but otherwiſe a very compleatly accompliſhed: Perſon, 
This fair Lady took an opportunity to diſcover to het 

Lover the Kindneſs ſhe had for him, by the help: of aff 
Chamber-Maid who was her Confident. - They: often 
met tqgether in her Father's Garden, where they ab 
ways parted with mutual Satisfaction. They were uf 
free together as if they were married, and that nothing 
might alter their Love and Affection, they married 
themſelves by Conſent and Promiſe; ſo that if mutui 
Agreement were ſufficient to make à legitimate Mar i 
riage, they wanted nothing. Thus they continued to 
enjoy one another like Man and Wife. It happened 
that Audrevola dreamed, that being in the Garden 
with Gabrictto, and embracing him ſhe ſaw a frightful 
black thing come out of him, and this terrible thing 
ſeized on her Lover, and they both vaniſhed together 
and ſo Fear and Grief waked her, and although upon] 
waking ſhe ſummoned all the ſtrength of her Reaſon 
to her aſſiſtance, yet ſhe could never divert her * 


, 
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Jof the Fear which this Dream had poſſeſſed her with. 
he was ſo much affected with it, that ſhe did all ſhe 
W could to put off a meeting which ſhe had promiſed her 
Lover che next night, but not being willing to diſ- 
oblige him, or give him any cauſe of ſuſpicion, ſhe 
met him as uſually. After ſome tender Carefles he 
asked her what was her reaſon that ſhe was ſo unwil- 
lng to meet him. She tells him her Dream, and the 
Fight it put her in. He laughs, and tells her Dreams 


ui ſignified nothing, and that they proceeded only from 
"BY over-full, or too empty Stomachs If I ſhould give 
1 W any credit to Dreams, ſays he, I dreamt ſuch a one 


laſt night, that would have prevented me from com- 
Wing hither, Methoughts as I was Hunting in a ſtately 
Wl Foreſt, I met with a beautiful milk-white Hind, which 
ſoon grew ſo familiar with me, that it followed me 
from place to place; ſo I put a Collar of Gold about 
its Neck, and put a Gold Chain to it, which I held in 


in my Hand for fear of loſing it. Sitting down to reſt . 
amy ſelf with my Hind, which laid its Head in my 
Lap, methought a diſmal fierce hunger-ſtarved black 
ht WL ioneſs came from I know not whence, and fell upon 
me, tore my left ſide, and was tearing out my very Heart 

ren before I could make any reſiſtance. The pain which 

a WI imagined I felt, waked me, and I preſently laid my 
Hand on my left Side, to feel if there were any altera- 

ning tion; and finding none, I could not forbear laughing 
neut my own credulous Folly. I have often dreamt very 

ma Wſtrange Dreams, and yet there has neither Good nor 

far Harm befel me. This Dream of his increaſed her 
do rear the more, but ſhe concealed it as well as the 
ned could, for fear of diſobliging him. And although they 
den were continually Carefling and Embracing each other, 
ful che Lady was afraid, though ſhe did not know why, 
ning nor of what, and look'd upon her Lover more ear- 


Beſtly than uſually, and turned her Eyes to and fro, 
0 ſee if nothing black appeared, when all on a ſud- 
len Gabriotte, Embracing her, Sighs, and in a un 

. F ling 


152 
Man. He had no ſooner ſpoke theſe words, but he 
in her Lap, and kiſſes him, and asks what ailed him, 


- next moment he expired. No Grief was ever like 
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touched him, and finding him ſtark cold, ſoon pes. 


And after they had both of them bedewed his Chee f 
Chamber · Maid, in regard I have loſt that which ws 
my ſelf; but before I execute this Deſign, I would fan 


* r 7 
* * My * F 


bling tone, fays, Help me; dear Madam, I atti a de 
fell down at her Feet. She ſits down, and lays his Head 
but he was not able to anſwer her, and the ven 
hers, ſhe wept and called him an hundred times, ſhy 


ceived his misfortune. Her Chamber-Maid, who heard iſ 
her cry out, came and found her overcome with Grief 


with their Tears, the Lady full of Deſpair, ſays to her 


moſt dear to me in the World, I am reſolved to d 


find out ſome way to preſerve my Honour, and to or Wyn: 
der things ſo that my Lover may be honourably Inter- m 
red. Her Maid told her, that was the way to loſe him h 
in the other World, as well as ſhe had now loſt him on 
in this, for if ſhe laid violent Hands on her ſelf, ſheWr< 
would go directly down to Hell, where the Soul of het pi 
Lover was not gone, he being ſo good a Man; tha o 
it was better for her to be comforted, and to Pray oil 
God for his Soul. And as to his Burial, they might ei. ur 
ther bury him in the Garden, or elſe carry him out, r 
and. che firſt that found him would acquaint his Relat-WWcc 
ons, who to be ſure would Inter him honourably. An 
dre vola hearkned to what her Maid ſaid, although ſꝭ ap 
did not approve of it. God forbid, ſays ſhe, that one f 
that I loved ſo dearly ſhould be buried like a Dog, oF"! 
laid in the open Streets. I have ſhed my Tears ove ac! 
him, and I will order it fo, that he ſhall have his Relati-Wiſiat 
ons too, if I can, Then ſhe bid her goto her Cham or 
ber, and fetch a piece of white Damask which was ina. 
the Cloſet, and wrap'd him up in it, and ſo afterwars Pa: 
carried him to his own Door, which was not far os © 
ſaying, that if it would not be a comfort to his Rel h 
tions, it would be to her, to ſee him Interred wil ac 


thok 
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ole Honours chat were dus to him. Then ſlie put à Pil. 
or under his Head, and à great quantity of 'Roſes; ad 


ook che Ring off her Finger, which he had givenhetin 
Wledge of Marriage, and put it upon his, figking and weep» 
Ina bitterly, and fo fainted away. As foo às ſhe came 


, o her ſelf, they took the Shroud one by dne end, and 
he ocher by the other, and ſo endeavoured to carry 

. im to his own Door, but were ſurprized and ſeiged by 
he Podeſtat s Officers, who were in purſitit of a Mal 
actor. Andre vola, who was more willing to die than 
eee, cold them the was ready to go before che Podefgur, 
end declare the whole truth. And ſhe offering to g 
4 MFoluntarily , they would not ſuffer any Body to lay 

is Hands on her, nor touch the Corps, for fear of bein 

in WS ccuſed of his death, The Fodeſtate, being told of th 

1 vatter, ſent for 4ndrevela into his Chamber, and ex“: 
mined he, he ſent for Phyſicians to view the Body: 
mv told him that Gabriotto was neither killed nor pore 

in oned, but was ſuffocated: by an impoſtumition that 
ere near his Heart. The -Podeftate,' ſeeing by their 
pinion that Andrevola was innocent, would have her 

at Wo admit him to enjoy her private Favours, and pro- 

to iſed to diſcharge her if ſhe would but condeſcend to his 
el. rumble requeſt; but meeting with an obſtinate repulſe, 
ut, WS: occeded to offer Violence to her, who defended 
ater ſelf couragiouſly, and reproached him very ſevere- 
4. Day being come; her Father. was told of what 
ſue happened, and came to her Aſſiſtance, bringing ſome 


f his Friends along wich him. The Podeſtate, being 
ling to prevent Andre wolas accuſing him, tells her 


er Father that he had a mind to try his Daughter, agg 
lat: hat he could not ſufficiently praiſe her Vertue and 
am · ¶ Conſtancy; and although her former Hausband was a 
in Aan of mean Birth, yet that he was willing now to 
ar Marry her himſelf, if they would both conſent. As ſoon 
off, Ws the Podeſtate had done ſpeaking, ſhe threw her ſelf 
el, her Father's Feet, and faid, It is not neceſſary that 
vu ſhould tell you of my misfortune, you have been ſuffici- 
hole O ently 


. 1 * W 8 
x 8 = Ts on =_ 2 
8 : ' 
5 L a At 4 Vikas — = . 
* £* + — >... — i 8-4 tn - * 8 «x — o 3 % 
Car — 4. = A 3 LY 12 9 1 * Pu AY — 
IL ere N - of RINES * N 3 
„„ aw e ny rr 
* 
3 


E = = wh 


> — 5 p 
— — i * 


— 


i 
f + 
un 
N 7 
1 
o 
3p 
* 
. 
ifs 
2" 
4; 
* 
$87 
N 
* 
With 
Ly 15 oO 
- Kai 
MS 
4:10 
HE 
10 
1 
N 
4 = 
{ Wn 
17.299 
[ITEEE 
U N 
IH 
* 
Wi. 
46 
N 4 
I 
+ * 
3146 
: 
. 
Ht 
1 2 
1 
"th 
HIT 
14 
Mo 
Me 
HY 
W179 
* I i 
oy 
1 
45 
1 
di 
4 . 
Wot: 
| (iy 
l 
h G * 
1 
« ? : 
- ; i 
d $159 
* 
99 
III. 
Mit; 
"ag! 
. 
4 I} 
WAL: 
3 
1 
8 
F. 
4 n 
Th 
k : 
I 1 
* o& * 
An 
wh 
"33, » 
$24 « 
44 / "ys 
rt - 
1 . 
+ of F 1 
' & 
1 1 0 
WL 
$7 © 
5 * 
) ' 
* WH! 
3 
+ 
4; 
\ i Vi 
18 1 
1 
Fd 35 
+; 
L N 
1 
N 
it 
in 
15 
11 Y 
LES - 
95 
1 
98. 
1 - 6 
1-FFH 4 
HP} 
EIS 
14 K 
n 
n | 
© 
4 3 
48 - 2 
117 
6 a 
A: 19 
1 
9 
1 * 
* 3 *. 
„ TH 
0 2 
39 
Th 1 
} * 
* 1 
Na 
ii 
1664 
1 
„i 
116 
Nin 
BL 
1 
i 
Nin 
l 
1480 
4 
1 
1 1 ! 
ju 
. 
4 3% 
$i 4 
4 15 
1 
T4 
» 74 
4 
. 
4 
3 
1 
(abs 
114 
=. 
$51 (If 
ER; 


a; 
— OG 
— — 
—— 
- 7 ——— 


2 = 2 4 PR 
n 50 2 * 
2 
- _— 
- — — 


— wa. - 2 X : 
” N 10 
* 4 o 
£6 : 
# go — — 
F4 - 
* 
” 


told her very, mildly that he was net 60 nden 
O 


* Boccace's Novels. . 


emly informed 


married; but that ſhe could not repoſe ſo much Con- 


gard things were ſo, and as he would have acknoy. 


had known it, fo he would ſhew him what reſpe& he 


could now he was dead. He was as good as his word 
175 Gabriotto was not Interred like a private Citizen 


- 


ut as a perſon of the firſt Quality. The Relations on 
both ſides ſtrove who ſhould exceed each other, and 
the whole was performed with extraordinary Magn 
ficence. A little time after the Funeral was over, tie 
Podeſtate renew d his Courtſhip, and her Father ſpok 
to her, but. ſhe would by no means hear of it; but en- 
treated her Father, if he thought fit, to permit he 
and her Confident, to retire into a Convent. He 
granted her requeſt, and ſhe proved as great a Profic| 


ent in Devotion, as ſhe was before in Love. 


— * 8 1 — 
* 


of it; but I muſt humbly beg Pardon 
for. marrying a Man I loved, without your leave. i 
deſire not Pardon to prolong my Life, but that I mf 
die in your Favour. Meſſer Negro, who was old, and 
naturally good natured, took her up and wept, agdiif 
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NOVEL XXXVL 


The Death of two Lovers, who rubl'd their 
- Teeth with Sage. 


— 1 3 — — — 


# 


ry much enamoured with the pretty Diſcourſes of 
young Man named Paſquine, of her own Rank, a1 


Servant to a Clothier ; he took care of the ſpinning , ; 


_ Aidence in him as to acquaint him with it. But in 1e 


edged him for his Son-in-Law in his life time, if ki 


HERE was at Florence a young Virgin, named 4 | 


| Simona, one of Natures Darlings, though For 
tune frowned on her. Although ſhe was forced tv} 
get her Living with her Fingers ends; yet ſhe was 1 


e. ern wy wt oy tis a. a. 
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che Wooll. Simona being one of their Spinſtreſſes, he 
always defired her more than any other, to take 
care of his Maſters Goods. . vn thus entreating, 
and Simona being very well pleaſed to be ſo entreatzd, 
the one being forward, and the other not very proud, 
it happened that they joyned their Tools together, and 
| were ſo well pleaſed with it, that they entreated each 
other to continue ſuch. a pleaſant way of Converſation, 
which they found ſo much to their mutual Satisfaction. 
Paſquino, having a great mind to meet his Simona in a 
place where they might have more liberty, and out of 
danger of being ſurprized, appointed a certain Gar- 
den, where ſhe promiſed to come the next Sunday after 
Dinner. The day being come, ſhe told her Father 
that ſhe and Lagina, one of her Comrades, were going 
to get St. Gallos Pardon, but went to meet Paſquino in 
the Garden, where he, and one of his Companions, 
named Strambo, were. Lagina and Strambo grew very 
ſoon well acquainted together, and the two Couples 
Wy ſeparated, one went to one end of che Garden, and 
„che other to the other. Paſquino and Simona ſitting by 
WJ a great Bed of Sage, and talking about a merry making 
that they intended to have at another time, he takes a 
Leaf, and begins to rub his Gums, aſſerting that there 
was nothing better to cleanſe them with. He had not 
robbed them long before, but he grew pale, and loſt 
his Sight, Speech, and at laſt his Life. This dread- 
fal fight made Simona cry out, and call Sirambo and 
Wy Logins, who immediately ran to help her. -Sthambo, 
ſeeing that Paſquiuo was not only dead, but his Head 
was ſwoln, and his Body full of black ſpots, accuſes 
= S:mma of poiſoning him. The Neighbours run to ſee 
what was the matter, and finding the dead Body much 
ſwoln, tax Simona with poiſoning him, who ſtood as 
i ſhe were out of her Senſes with Grief, and in ſo great 
Conſuſion, that ſhe was not able to ſay one word in 
| her own defence. They ſeize her, and carry her be- 
tore the Podeſtate, where Strambo, and two other of 
| O 2 Paſquino's 
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196  Boccace's Novels. 
Paſquino s Acquaintance that came in, charge her home 
with the Murder, and endeavour to make it very evt 
dent and clear. But the judge, not being able to com. 
prehend that Simona owed him any III. will, could not 
think her guilty, and therefore went with her to the 
Corps, and the place where he died, and finding ſome iſ 
difficulty in the account they gave of his death, had 
made Simona give a particular Relation of it in the ve. 
ry place; who, the better to ſhew how it was, took a 
Leaf of the ſame Sage, and rubbed her Gums juſt a 8 
Paſquino did. Her Accuſers look d upon all this as 2 


very frivolous Defence, and inſiſted a freſh that ſh: BW 
was guilty, and demanded Judgment might paſs upon 
her, whilſt ſhe, poor innocent Wretch, out of regre ti. 
for the loſs of her dear Paſquino, and out of fear ot o! 
ſuffering for a Crime which ſhe never dreamt of com- a1 
mitting, fell down under the ſame Symptoms, as he had 1 le 
done, to the great amazement of the Spectators, lo fo 
the Loves and Lives of theſe two Lovers ended in one w 
day. Happy both of them, if they love as well in 8 W 
the other World as they did in this; but more happy af 
Simona, for her Death vindicated her Innocence, and ji 
did Juſtice to her Memory. When the Podeſtate be- m 
gan to recover the Surprize, he perceived that the Sage WW he 
was poiſonous, and therefore ordered it to be pluckd i mi 
up and burnt. They found a Toad of a prodigious w. 
Bigneſs under the Roots, and it was ſuppoſed that. it had to. 
poiſoned the Sage, which had been the death of tho T. 
two Perſons. No Body durſt venture to kill this Mon i ſur 
ſer, therefore they threw Fire enough upon it and the i fer 
Sage, to conſume them both. After the Accuſers took dit 
care to bury them both together in St. Pauls Church, the 
which was the Pariſh where they lived. = 
: ( 
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NOVEL XXXVIL 


, Girolamo, being obliged by his Relations to leave his M 
F reſi, goes to Paris, and upon bis return found ber mar- 
ried, He attempts to Enjoy ber, and not ſucceeding, dies 


f Per Grief. She came to his Funeral, and Expires upon 


ba Corps. 


NMIs a thing of ill Conſequence to pretend to 
| force Nature, or to act in oppoſition to the Sen- 
timents of the Soul. If Love is a Diſeaſe, it is ſuch a 
one as the graveſt Counſels cannot tell how to Cure; 
and the only way to make it mortal is to apply too vio- 


IE lent Remedies, as appears by this Novel. There lived 


formerly in Florence a very rich Merchant, whoſe name 
was Leonardo Seg bieri, who had only one Son by his 
Wife, whom he called Girolamo. He died preſently 


| WT after his Son was born, and leaving a good Eſtate be- 


hind him, his Mother had Tutors to inſtruct him, who 
made him a very. fine accompliſhed Gentleman. As 


he grew up he vſed to play with a Taylors Daughter, 


much about his Age, that lived hard by, whoſe name 
was Silveſtre, The more he grew, the more liking he 
took for her, which in proceſs of time became Love. 
They equally loved each other, and their greateſt plea- 
ſure confiſted in ſeeing one another. His Mother ob-. 
ſerving-this extraordinary familiarity, was very much 
diſpleaſed at it, and perceiving that it daily increaſed, 
thought ſuch a match ſo much below her Son, would re- 
dound very much to his diſadvantage and diſhonour, 
declared her mind to his Tutors, telling them that their 
Pupil, being but fourteen years old, was ſo enamoured 


with this Wench, that ſhe was very much afraid he 


would Marry her one time or other, if it were not 
W timely prevented. She was of opinion that Abſence 
HO 03 would 


#. 


. 298 Boccace' Novels: 
would ſoon obliterate theſe Endearments, which ſeem - 
ed to be nothing but the Impreſſions of Childhood. 
Upon this account ſhe judged it neceſſary to ſend hin 
to Pars. Then his Tutors went to him and told him, 
that being now almoſt at Man's Eſtate, he ought tobe. 
giti to look after his own Affairs himſelf, and to thi 
end he ought to go to Pars, That is a great City, and 
was an excellent School for Youth, and after he had 
improved himſelf by the Converſation of fine Gen- 
tlemen, who were there in great numbers, he might 
return to Florence again. The young Man was very i 
attentive to what was ſaid, but preſently, without e. 
ver conſidering, replies, that all this might be done, 
and that he would not go to Pars. They. courted and i 
entreated him, yet could not prevail upon him tif 
change his Reſolution. His Mother ſeverely. reproved 
him for being diſobedient, and was more vexed to think ll 
that he would Marry this Girl, than for his not going if 
to Pars. At laſt, finding that rough means did but 
make him more obſtinate; ſhe tries what fair means if 
would do, and managed her part fo well, that the 
prevailed upon him to go to Pars for a year, with apro- i 
miſe to return when it was expired, but they did not 
keep their word with him, but kept him there two 
years. At his return he found his Miſtreſs married, 1 
' which troubled him extremely, for Abſence had in- 
creaſed his Paſſion. But the matter was paſt all help, ji 
and he muſt take it patiently. He learnt where ſhe lived, 
and believing that ſhe had the ſame Affection for hin, 
as he always had preſerved for her, he went and came 
often by the Door, but was fo unhappy as to find tha 
ſhe had quite forgot him, yet he endeavoured all he 
could to regain that place in her Heart, which he had | 
_ loſt. Finding all that he did, ſignified nothing, he re. 
ſolved to ſpeak to her, though it coſt him his life. He 
knew ſome people, who acquainted him how every 
corner of the Houſe lay, ſo he gets in one evening, 
when ſhe and her Husband were gone to ſee a * 1 
CI „ r Ul, 
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4 wy angry; and you would be an occaſion of making 
us li 


| then put her in mind of former Kindneſſes that had 
W paſſed betwixt them; but neither Prayer nor Promilts 


Linea he might be aſleep, and pulling him to 


NOY BL XXXVIL mw © 
bour, and hid himſelf behind the Curtains of cheit 


Bed. They come home, and went to Bed, and the 
5 — fell faſt 


Husband aſleep. Then Girolamo ſtept 
ſoftly to Silveſtra, and laying his Hand upon her Breaft' 
asked her very ſoftly if ſhe were aſleep. She being 
quite awake was about to cry out, but he prexented it, 
telling her, it was he, her dear Ginalamo. She, in a 
teat fright, ſays, why do you run ſuch an hazard as 
this? Get you gone, I conjure you, we cannot leve 


nom as we did formerly, you ſee I am married, and 


am bound in Duty to think of no other Perſon beſides 
my Husband, therefore pray let me entreat you to be 
gone. H my Husband ſhould chance to wake hy 


ve uncomfortably together, which we have never 


done yet. This Diſcourſe cut him to the Heart, he 


could prevail. Being in deſpair to find her ſo ſtrict ta 


her Duty, he begged of her for: pity to let him but lie 
by her a little while to warm himſelf, ſaying that he was 
almoſt ſtarved with waiting there ſo long. She being 
very tender and compaſſionate, permits him, on con: 
dicion that he would neither touch her, nor ſpeak to 
= her. But he did not long enjoy this Favour, for as 
boon as he lay down he was fo overwhelmed wich 
grief, that he preſently Expired without ſpeaking ann 
ud. Sdvefrs wondered very much that he day iſa 
ſtil, and hearing him ſay nothing of going, defeat 


niwer, ſhe dna. 
found him as cold as Ice, and to her great ſurprize won 


him to do it ſpeedily; but having no a 


perceived that he was quite dead. Being at a great dal 
what to do in this unhappy Affair, ſhe thought fit to a 


her Husbands Advice in the matter, as if it had. been 


another Bodies caſe. Then ſhe told lim the Story an 
another name, and ask d him what he would do in ſuch 


O 4 Body 
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BZBody to his on Houſe, as privately as they eonld; w 
110 prevent the Woman's Reputation, who according a, | 
ine bad repreſented the matter, was not in the leaſt to 

11 be blamed. This is our caſe now, ſays: ſhe, and ſo 
took her Husband's Hand, and-laid it upon the dead 
Man, then he got up very much out of humour, ſay. 

ing inever a word to his Wife, lights a Candle, and 

diſpoles of the Corps as he had adviſed. The Mother 
was very outragious at the death of her Son, but find. 
ing no Wound or Bruiſe about him, they ſent for Phy. 
ficians, who opened him, and gave their opinion that 
he died with Grief. On the Funeral-day his Mother, 

Relations, and Neighbours followed his Corps to the 

Church very mournfully. Whilſt Girolamo's Relations i 
and Friends were lamenting his hard Deſtiny; Sil 

ſcras Husband was deſirous to know whether they had 

any ſuſpicion of him, and bids his Wife get a mourning | 

Hood on, and croud in amongſt the other Women, 
and hear what they ſaid, whilſt he would do ſo among 

the Men. Silveſtra, who began now to be compaſſio- 

nate, when it was too late, got a mourning Hood, 
and went to ſee him dead, that the would not admit 
40 the favour of ſo much as an innocent Kiſs.” Hor 

difficult is it to penetrate into the power of Love. G. 
rolamo, who in his greateſt Proſperity was not able to 
move her, now in this diſmal condition ſtrangely af. 
fected her. This doleful ſight increaſed the flames of 
her Love. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Corps; ſhe preſſed 
through the Croud, and throws her ſelf upon it. She had 
no long time to weep in, for :the had no ſooner kiſſed } 
him, but exceſs of Grief, that had béefore broke her | 
Lovers: Heart, now ſeized on her in the ſame manner. 8 
The Women endeavoured to comfort and recover her 

fore they knew who ſhe was; but taking her, one by 
. ne Arm, and another by the other, they found het 
mark dead, and looking in her Face, they ſaw it was 
1 Sitdeftra. This freſh ſubje& of Sorrow, very ſenſibly 
Al atfeced the Women, and made them pour forth Tear I 
1 J cc again i 
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NOVYE L XXXVIII. tor 
. gain in abundance. The news of this ſecond Acci- 


ſo overcome with Grief, that he would not admit any 


* 7 Perſon to comfort him. | But the excels of his Afflicti- 


on did not deprive him of the ordinary uſe of his Rea. 
ſon, but told what had happened the night before to 
Girolamo and his Wife; then every one was of opinion, 
chat Grief was the cauſe of both their deaths. All 
chat were preſent lamented their ſad Deſtiny, and after 
. BY they had dreſſed Silveſtra according to Cuſtom, and 
performed the uſual Ceremonies, they laid them both 
W in the ſame Grave. So Death did that for theſe two 

Lovers, that Love it ſelf could not do. E 1 
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» | Guillaume de Roſſillon Bills ba Wife's Gallant, and 
o- males ber eat bu Heart, which © ſhe underſtanding, 


= threw ber ſelf ont of the Window, and wat buried 


* with ber Lover. 


THE People of Provence report, that there for- 
i '& merly dwelt amongſt them two Knights, Men 
of extraordinary Note. One was called Guillaume de 
Koaſſillon, and the other Guillaume Gardaſtain. They 


rely, and went always together to all Sports and Ex- 
erciſes of Chivalry, wearing always the ſame colours. 
Roſſillon had a very fine Lady to his Wife, who Gar- 


chem. He was fo often commending her Perſon, that 
che Lady her ſelf, to her Satisfaction, ſoon ſaw that he 
was in Love with her, She was very impatient to re- 


all 


dent ſoon ſpread, and coming to her Husband, he was 


W were both of them very brave, and loved each other in- 


LA ain began to be much enamoured with, notwith- 
ſtanding the Friendſhip that was contracted berwixt 


Leive ſome Compliment from him, which ſhe was re- 
C ſolved to return in ſuch a manner, that he might have 
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Body to his own Houſe, as privately as they could, 10 


prevent the Woman's Reputation, who according ; 


the had repreſented the matter, was not in the leaſt to 
be blamed. This is our caſe now, ſays ſhe, and ſo 
took her Husband's Hand, and laid it upon the dead 
Man, then he got up very much out of humour, (ay. 
inginever a word to his Wife, lights a Candle, and 
diſpoſes of the Corps as he had adviſed. The Mother 
was very outragious at the death of her Son, but find- 
ing no Wound or Bruiſe about him, they ſent for Phy. 
ſicians, who opened him, and gave their opinion that 
he died with Grief. On the Funeral-day his Mother, 
Relations, and Neighbours followed his Cos Is to the 
Church very mournfully. Whilſt Girolamo's Relations 
and Friends were lamentihg his hard Deſtiny, Silve 
ffra's Husband was deſirous to know whether they had 
any ſuſpicion of him, and bids his Wife get a mourning 
Hood on, and croud in amongſt the other Women, 
and hear what they ſaid, whilſt he would do ſo among 
the Men. Silveſtra, who began now to be compaſſio- 
nate, when it was too late, got a mourning Hood, 
and went to ſee him dead, that the would not admit 
to the favour of ſo much as an innocent Kiſs. How 
difficult is it to penetrate into the power of Love. Gi- 
rolamo, who 1n his greateſt Proſperity was not able to 
move her, now 1n this diſmal condition ſtrangely at- 
fected her. This doleful fight increaſed the flames of 
her Love. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw the Corps, ſhe preſſed 
through the Croud, and throws her ſelf upon it. She had 
no long time to weep in, for ſhe had no ſooner killed 
him, but exceſs. of Grief, that had before broke her 
Lovers Heart, now ſeized on her in the ſame manner, 
The Women endeavoured to comfort and recover her 
before they knew who ſhe was; but taking her, one by 

e Arm, and another by the other, they found her 
— and looking in her Face, they ſaw it was 
Sil veſtra. This freſh ſubject of Sorrow, very ſenſibly 
affected the Women, and made them pour forth Tears 
mo ORE eG again 


UY w WW wie * WO ID „ 


U 


NOV EL XXXVIII. 201 
again in abundance. The news of this ſecond Acci- 
dent ſoon ſpread, and coming to her Husband, he was 
ſo overcome with Grief, thac he would not admit any 
Perſon to comfort him. But the exceſs of his Afflicti- 
on did not deprive him of the ordinary uſe of his Rea. 
ſon, but told what had happened the night before to 
Girolamo and his Wife; then every one was of opinion, 
that Grief was the cauſe of both their deaths. All 
that were preſent lamented their ſad Deſtiny, and after 
they had dreſſed Silveſtra according to Cuſtom, and 
performed the uſual Ceremonies, they laid them both 
in the ſame Grave. So Death did that for theſe two 
Lovers, that Love it ſell could not do. 


— *. 


NOVEL XXXVIII. : 


Guillaume de Roſſillon kills bz Wife's Gallant, and 
makes her eat bu Heart, which ſhe underſtanding, 


threw ber ſelf out of the Window, and was buried : 


; with her Lover. 


HE People of Provence report, that there for- 
1 merly dwele amongſt them two Knights, Men 
of extraordinary Note. One was called Guillaume de 
Roſſillon, and the other Gaillaume Gardaſtain. They 
were both of them very brave, and loved each other in- 
tirely, and went always together to all Sports and Ex- 
erciſes of Chivalry, wearing always the ſame colours. 
Roſſillon had a very fine Lady to his Wife, who Gar- 
deſtain began to be much enamoured with, notwith- 


ſtanding the Friendſhip that was contracted betwixt 


them. He was ſo often commending her Perſon, that 
the Lady her ſelf, to her Satisfaction, ſoon ſaw that he 
was in Love with her. She was very impatient to re- 
ceive ſome Compliment from him, which ſhe was re- 
ſolved to return in ſuch a manner, that he might my 
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all the Satisfaction he could deſire. It was not lon 
before he had an opportunity,and things ſucceeded _ 
reciprocal joy. But their meetings were either two fre. 
uent, or elſe not well managed, for the Husband ſoon 
— how matters went, and his Averſion for Gar. 
daſtain grew preſently as great, as his Love and Friend- 
ſhip was before. But he was more politick in his ha- 
tred, than he had been before in his friendſhip, and 
determined to kill him that had diſgracefully betrayed 
him. To this purpoſe there happened to be a Juſting 
in France, e, by Sound of Trumpet. Refill 
preſently ſent Gardaſtain word of it, and deſired that 
he would come and ſee him, that they might conſult 
about going together. He was mightily pleaſed at this 
News, and ſent him word that he would come and 
Sup with him to morrow. Roſillon, having ſo fair an 
opportunity of executing his Revenge, got on Horle- 
back in the morning, armed Capapee, taking ſome 
of his Servants along with him, and lies in wait for him 
ina Wood, through which he muſt paſs, being about 
half a League from his home. After he had tarried 
ſome conſiderable time there, he ſaw him coming with 
two Servants only, all unarmed, miſtruſting nothing. 
As ſoon as he came near him, Raſſillon runs full ſpeedat 
him with his Lance, and run him quite through the 
Body, upon which he died immediately, without ſpeak- 
ing a word. Gardaſtain's Servants preſently turned 
back and rode home, not knowing who it was that 
had killed their Maſter. Roſſillon being victorious dil- 
mounts, takes his Knife, and opens the deceaſed, takes 
out his Heart, and carries it along with him, and 
ſtrictly charges his Servants never to diſcloſe what had 
happened. The Lady, who knew that Gardaſtain was 
expected, and wondering why he tarried ſo long, 
asked her Husband what was the matter he did not 


come. He anſwered, that he had ſome Bulinels that 


fell out, that he could not come till to morrow. This 
anſwer was not at all pleaſing to the Lady, notwith- 
a ſtanding 
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| ſtanding ſhe was obliged not to diſcover any Con- 
| cern. When Roſſillon lit off his Horſe he gave the 
Cook the Heart, telling him it was the Heart of a 


Boar, and bid him dreſs it as neatly as he could, and 
bring it up upon a Silver Plate. The Cook uſed all 
his Art to make a Haſh of it. Roſſillon, being ſet 
down at Table with his Lady, began to think of 

Crime he had committed, and having no ſtomach to 
eat, the Haſh was brought in, but he did not touch a bit 
ofit. His Wife, whoſe Stomach was very goed, taſted 
of it, and liked ic ſo well that ſhe eat it all up. How 
do you like the Haſh, ſays he to her? Excellently 
well, replies the Lady, I do not at all wonder at it, 
Madam, ſays Reſ/illon, that you like that dead, which 
pleaſed you ſo much when it was alive, Be not ſur- 


prized, the Riddle is eaſie to be unfolded. You have eat 


the Heart of Gardaſtain, your Gallant. Never was 
any Grief comparable to this Ladies; Sorrow and A- 
ſtoniſnment kept her ſpeechleſs for ſome cime ; bur re- 
covering her felt, ſhe fetch'd a very deep Sigh, and 
ſaid, you have acted the part of a baſe and perfidious 
Knight. Gardaſt ain never offered any Violence to me, 
and if I did love him, it was my own voluntary Deed, 
and ſo it was I only that ſhould have felt your Reſent- 
ment; if you had but given your ſelf time to conſider. 
God forbid that ſo dainty a Diſh, as the Heart of che 
brave Gardaſtain, ſhould ever be mixt wich any other 
Food. Then ſhe riſes up all on a ſudden, and throws 
her ſelf out of a very high Window, and was daſhed 
all to pieces. Roſſillun began now to be ſenſible of his 
Fault, Fear ſeized him, and he fled preſently. The 
next day the whole matter was diſcovered to the moſt 
minute Circumſtance ; and Gardaſtain, and the Lady's 
Friends, gathered what they could of their two Bo- 
dies, and buried them together, wich abundance of 
Tears and Sorrow, and graved ſome Verſes on their 
Tomb, that expreſſes the cauſe, and manner of their 


Death. f 
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Ruggieri having drunk à Potion, fell aficep by bis Miftri(, 
who believing be was dead, made her Servant carry 
him, and put bim into « Cheſt that was at a Joyner, 
Door, Two Fellows fteal the Cheſt, and carry it bony 
before they knew what was in it, Ruggieri Wake, 
and makes a great noiſe, upon which they cry out Thiews, 
be is apprehended, committed and tryed, but bis Miſtreſs 
clears bim by produciug her Servant, and has theſe that 
ſtole the Cheſt, fined, 


NMI ge della Montagna, a very celebrated Chi- 
rurgeon of Salerne, married a very young 
Maiden of that City. He was a ſecond Ricciardo dj 
Chizica, for the Faſts and Abſtinences, that he was 
continually preaching to his Wife, who otherwiſe 
had every thing according as her Heart could deſire, 
either for fine Cloaths, or pretious Jewels. But ſhe, 
like a diſcreet Woman, not being ſatisfied with what 
ordinary Proviſion ſhe could have at home, reſolved 
to Regale her ſelf abroad. Having ſeen ſeveral Gen- 
tlemen thereabouts, ſhe, at laſt determines in favour of 
one Ruggieri da Feroli, who was accounted the molt 
lewd and debauch'd Perſon in all Salerne. But ſhe want. 
ing a Man of Strength and Vigour, more than a Man 
of Probity, made no ſcruple at his Character. Rug- 
ieri underſtanding that this Lady had a kindneſs tor 
ug endeavoured all the ways poſlible to engage her. 
The Lady did not love to act by Proxy, fo procured a 
Conference with him, by the aſſiſtance of a truſty 
Servant. Ruggieri, preſently ſaw from whence all theſe 
things proceeded, and doubted not but to manage them 
to good advantage. The Lady deſired if he had any 
love for her to leave off his Robberies, and — VI 
1 anies, 
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Janies, which had got him ſuch an ill name in the 
World, and that if he would oblige her in this, he 
ſhould never want Money. Whilſt theſe Lovers were 
| thus privately diverting themſelves, the old Chirurgeon 
happened to have a Patient under his Hands, whoſe Leg 
was broke all to Shivers. Mazzeo, who was an able 
and well experienced Man in his Profeſſion, preſently 
ſaw how matters ſtood, told his Patients Relations, that 
| it was impoſſible to Cure it without cutting it off, and 
that he would not then venture his Reputation upon 
the ſucceſs. His Relations were willing to run this ha- 
zard, rather than to let him die without doing any thing, 
and conſented that the Chirurgeon ſhould do whatſo- 
ever he thought neceſſary on this occaſion. Therefore 
fearing leſt his Patient would not be able to bear the 
| pain of the Operation, he reſolved to make him ſleep, 
bes water. of which he had the Secret, and then per- 
form the Qperation the next night : So he prepares this 
| ſomniferous Potion, puts it into a Vaal, and ſets it in 
his Chamber- Window, without telling any body of it. 
The very Evening that he was to perform this great 
Operation, he received a Letter from one of his intimate 
Friends in Mali, who deſired him to come thither with 
all ſpeed, becauſe there were a great many of his Ac- 
Ne quaintance that were wounded in a Quarrel that hap- 
of pened the day before. So he deferred the cutting off 
it the Leg till the next day, and immediately went for 
te Mal, The Lady knowing that her Husband could not 
n lie at home that night, ſent for Ruggieri, and ſhut him 


p- in her Chamber, till ſome Ferſons in the Houſe, that 
Yr ſhe thought had an Eye upon her, were gone to Bed. 
. Now, whether it was that Ruggieri had travelled hard 
a that day, or had eaten very ſalt Meats ; but he was ve- 


i thirſty, and by chance ſeeing the Glaſs with the 
le lleeping Potion in the Window, took it for nothing but 
n WF fair Water, and drank it all up. Preſenciy after he fell faſt 
a lleep, and the Lady coming and finding bim ſo, 
- WH ſhook him, and bid him get vp, but he neicher ſtirred 
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nor anſwered. Then ſhe ſhakes him again, and cis 
get up you drowhie ſleeper, What do you come here 1 
{leep? She continuing to ſhake him ſtill more furiouſh, 
made him fall off a Cheſt, upon which he lay dow 
when he began to ſleep, without the leaſt ſhew of ſenſs 
or motion. At this the Lady began to be ſtrangely ſur. 
prized, and pluck'd him by the Noſe and Beard, but 
found not the leaſt ſign of life. Upon which ſhe be- 
gan to be extremely troubled , _—_ him really 
dead. She wept and lamented with as little noiſe x; 
ſhe poſſibly could; but conſidering with her ſelf, and 
fearing the matter ſhould be diſcovered, ſhe began io 
contrive how ſhe might diſpoſe of the ſuppoſed dead, 
and preſerve her Reputation. She calls her truſty Ser: 
vant, tells her what had happened, and asked her Ad. 
vice. Her Confident was very much aſtoniſhed, but 
would not believe he was dead, till ſhe had pinched hm, 
and burnt him with the Candle, which be endure 
without the leaſt motion, and then ſhe was of the ſame 
opinion. The Lady being at a ſtand where to cary 
him to prevent ſuſpicion, her Servaant told her that ſhe 
had ſeen a great Cheſt ſtand late at night at one of 
their Neighbours Door, who was a Joyner, which 
would be a very convenient place to put him in, provided 
it were not lock'd, and I will give him two or three 
Stabs, with my Knife ; and he being publickly known 
to be a vile diſſolute Fellow, every body will think that 
he was killed in ſome villanous attempt. The Lady 
approved all but the ſtabbing him, which ſhe would not 
conſent to. The Servant goes to ſee whether the Cheſt 
were there ſtill, and open, and found every thing to 
her Satisfaction; fo taking Ruggieri upon her Shoulder, 
her Miſtreſs goes before to ſee if the Coaſt were clear, 
and ſhe ſoon laid him in the Cheſt, Two Brothers, 
that were Ulurers, being come that very day to live 
within two or three Doors off the Joyners, having ſeen 
this Cheſt, reſolved to carry it home to their own Houle 


They watched till they ſaw no body in the Street, 
then 
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then went out and brought away the Cheſt without re- 
gard either tothe weight, or what was within it. They 
put it into their Wives Chamber, and ſo went to ſleep. 
Ruggieri's time of ſleeping began to be expired, and he 
waked a little before day, with a Head full of amaze- 
ment. Opening his Eyes, and ſeeing nothing, and 
ſtretching out his Hands, and finding himſelf in a 
Cheſt, he could not well tell whether he was aſleep or 
awake. Still I remember very well (ſays he to himſelf) 
that yeſterday in the evening I was with my Miſtreſs, 


and now methinks I'm in a Box. What can be the 
| meaning of this? Was there any unfortunate Accident 
fell out, which obliged them to hide me here ? This 


conſideration made him lie ſtill, and liſten if he could 
hear any thing. The Cheſt being too narrow, and he 
lying there a long time in the ſame poſture, the fade 
on which he lay being very ſore, he endeavour'd to 


turn upon the other, and the Cheſt Randing on uneven 


ground he overturned it, which made ſuch a noiſe 
that it waked the Women, who were very much 
fiightned, but durſt not ſpeak one word. The Cheſt 


| being opened with.turning, he believed that in calc 


any thing ſhould happen, it would be better to be at 
liberty than ſhut up, ſo he got out, and went feeling 


about from one ſide to another, either for the Stairs 


or Door, to make his eſcape. The Women being a- 
wake, and hearing him, trembling ſaid Who is chere ? 
Ruggieri not knowing their Voice, made no anſwer. 
Having n6 body to aſſiſt them, they leapt out of Bed, ran 
tothe Window, and cried out Thieves. T he Neighbours 
preſently beſet the Houſe on every ſide. This hurly burly 


| raiſed their Husbands, and being much ſurprized to 


find Ruggieri there, ſeized him and carried him be- 
fore a Magiſtrate, The ill Reputation he had, cauled 
him to be put to the wrack preſently, upon which he 
confeſſed that he got into the Uſurers Houſe with a 
deſign to rob them, upon which he was condemned to 


be hanged. The next morning it was known all —_ 
che 
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the City, that Kngpieri was taken robbing of the Ut; 
rers Houſe. The Lady and her Servant were ſtrangely 
ſurprized, and began to think, that what they had tran- 
ſacted the night before, was nothing but a dream, but 
conſidering what danger her Lover was in, put her in. 
to great perplexity. | | 

The Chiturgeon, upon his return, miſſing his Vial, 
was in a great paſſion, His Wife, whoſe Head wa 
buſie about other matters, very ſharply ſaid that a ſmall 
Vial of water, that was loſt by miſchance, did not de. 
ſerve to have ſo much noiſe made about it, as if there 
were no more water in the World. The Husband told 
her ſhe was much miſtaken to think it was common 
water, it was water purpoſely prepared to make perſons 
ſleep, and that he made it for ſuch a one. She replies, 
that's more than I knew, but the lols is not irreparable, 
and the beſt remedy is to make ſome more. Then he 
began to imagine that her Lover had drunk it up, 
Whilſt this happened, the Confident, who, by her or- 
der, had been to hear what news ſhe could of Ruggieri, 
returned, and told her that no body gave him a good 
word; that all his Friends and Relations had left him, 
and that every one thought him a dead Man. She told 
her alſo, that ſhe had heard the Joyner, and another 
that ſhe did not know, in a high diſpute about the 
Cheſt, the Man ſaid he had bought it of him, and that 
he had ſold it again to the Uſufers, for he had ſeen it 
there that morning when Ruggicri was taken. The 
Joyner denied that he had fold it them, and that if tlicy 
had it, they ſtole it, and ſo they went to the Ulurers to 
find out the truth of the matter. Now (lays the Ser 
vant) by this you may plainly fce how Ruggieri came 
into their Houſe ; but how he came to life again, thats 
what I cannot comprehend. Then the Lady told her 
the ſtory of the water, and deſired her to do her utmoſt 
to ſave her Lover, and preſerve her Honour. She pro: 
miſed to do all that was in her power, if ſhe would 


but tell her what ſhe ſhould do in the affair. * 
| a 
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Maid found out an Expedient, which ſhe approved of ve- 
ry well, and ſoon put it in execution. She goes directly to 
lex xco, and defires pardon for a Fault that ſe had com- 
mitted. Her Maſter not knowing what ſhe meant, asked 
her what the Fault was. Then ſhe fell a crying, and 
laid, Sir, you know Ruggieri, he is in love with me, and 


what by Inclination, and what by Compullion, I love 
him: he has courted me for about a year, and under- 
ſtanding that you did not lie at home yeſterday, by En- 
treaties and Promiſes, he prevailed upon me to let him 
come and he with me. As ſoon as he was in my Cham. 
ber, he began to be extreme thirſty. Not knowing what 
togive him to quench his thirſt, being afraid leſt my 
Miſtreſs might ſuſpe& ſomething, if I went to fetch 


fetched it, and he drank it up. You have been vex'd 
for the loſs of your water, and I have been very much 
diſquicted about it. Dear Sir, give me leave to tell 
you, that this diſmal water will coſt Ruggieri his life, 


therefore I humbly beg of you to permit me to go to 


ſee if I can ſave him. You have been very juſtly 


E puniſhed for your Lewdneſs, ſays old Mazzro, you 


thought to have had a luſty Gallant, and found nothing 
but a ſenſeleſs Sleeper; go and do what you can to favs 
him, for I Pardon you both, but pray for the future 
get ſome other place of Rendezvouz than my Houſe. 
This happy beginning gave her great grounds of hope; 

e immediately goes to Ruggieri, and prevails with the 
Gaoler to let her ſpeak with him in private. After ſhe 
had told him what he ſhould ſay when occaſion re- 
quired ; ſhe went to the Provoſt, and ſpoke to him 
her ſelf, The Provoſt finding her a brisk airy Laſs, 
began to have a months mind co her, and the better to 


{ ſucceed in her deſign, ſhe ſhew'd not more Coyneſs than 


what was neceſlary to inflame his deſire the more. 


Well, chat affair being over, the tells him that Rupgieri, 


Who was condemned for a Thief, was iaticely innocent 
K | 


— 


either Wine or Water, I called to mind that I had ſeen 
a Vial of water in your Chamber Window; I went and 
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of the matter of which he was accuſed. Then ſhe 


told him all that ſhe had ſaid before concerning her 


Amours with Ruggieri, adding that the water had put 


him into ſuch a deep Sleep, that believing him to be 


dead, ſhe put him into the Cheſt. She likewiſe gives 
him an account of the Diſcourſe between the Joyner 
and the Man that ſaid he had bought this Cheſt, and 
at laſt makes him ſenſible how probable it was, that Rug- 
gieri was carried into the Uſurers Houſe. The Provoſt, 


finding it would be very eaſie to unriddle this whole 


matter, ſent for the Chirurgeon, who confirmed the 
the Story of the water, and gave an account of its qua- 
lity. He alſo ſent for the Joyner , the Man that 
bought the Cheſt, and the Uſurers; and after a long 
examination he found that theſs laſt had ſtoln the 
Cheſt, Then Ruggieri was brought in, and ask d where 
he lay the night before, who anſwered he could not 
tell; but does remember, that going with a deſign to 
to lie with Signior Mazzeo's Maid, he drank a water 
which laid him ſo faſt aſleep, that he found himſelf in 
a Cheſt in the Uſurers Houſe, without being able to 
tell how he came thither. The Adventure being very 
odd and diverting, the Provoſt made every one tell 
his Story over again. So he diſcharged Ruggieri, and 
fined the Uſurers ten Ounces of Silver. Ruggieri, his 
Miſtreſs, and her Confident were very well pleaſed 


with this Sentence. Their Amours afterwards were 


very ſucceſsfully repeated, and they were often very 
merry on the advice the Confident had given to Stab 
him with her Knife. 
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Chimon becomes wiſe by falling in Love, He runs away 


with bis Miſtreſs Iphigenia, for which he is impriſoned 
at Rhodes, from whence Lyſimachus procures his Re- 
haſe, and afterwards aſſiſts him to regain Iphigenia, 
and carry her and Caſſindra off, juſt as they were going 
to be married. They bring tbem to Candia, marry them, 
and afterwards are recalled into their own Country. 


PHE antient Hiſtories of Cyprus mention a Gentle- 
man of that Country, whoſe name was Ariſtip- 
zu, of noble Deſcent, and very Rich. Fortune had 


been unkind to him in one thing only. Amongſt his 


other Children he had a Son, more comely and better 
proportioned than any of the reſt, but ſo ſtupid, that 
he never hoped that he would ever be capable of doing 
any thing. He endeavoured all he could to repair 
the defects of Nature by Education, but all ſignified 
nothing; for he was not only uncapable of Learning, 
but could not receive the leaſt tincture of Common 
Civility. Every thing he did was very unpleaſant and 
troubleſom, his Voice was like the roaring of Thunder, 
and his Geſture and Actions were more like a Brute 
Beaſt than a Man. Therefore thev called lun Chimon, 
which in their Language ſignifies a great Beaſts 
Ariſtippus, his Father, lent him into the Country, that 
he might not have ſuch a diſagreeable object conſtantly 
before him. Chimon was there n his Kingdom, being 
better cut out for the Converſation of Clowns than 
Gentlemen Living this ſordid Country life, it hap- 
pened as he was walking about from Field to Field, 
With a long Staff on his Shoulder, about noon he 


Went into a little delicate ſhady Wood, for it was in 


May. Walking careleſly about, by chance he came 
24 into 
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4 Into a fragrant Meadow, encloſed with ſtately Trees, Ml 1 
adorned with a pleaſant clear Fountain, near which he I in 
eſpied a beautiful young Lady afleep, with two Women Pee 
and a Man- Servant, who were afleep alſo. This fair Ml be 


Lady's Cloaths were ſo fine, that you might diſcern I. 
the delicate colour of her Skin through them, and Ml "" 
from her Waſt downwards ſhe had nothing but one Ml bet 
pinked Petticoat. As ſoon as Chimon ſaw her, leaning jun 
upon his Staff, he ſays never a word, but gazes in as Fat 
great admiration as if he had never ſeen a Woman be. Ml ©? 
fore. His Savage and Brutal Mind, that hitherto was but 
incapable of any generous Impreſſion, now told him "* 
that this was the moſt beautiful Creature that he ever 2 
ſaw. Then he began to examine particulars, and ob- 's 
ſerved every individual Perfection. He praiſes her p 
Hair, Forehead, Noſe, Mouth, Neck, Arms, but eſpe. Jal 
cially her Breaſt, which began juſt then to appear. He oh 
paſſionately defared to ſee her Eyes, which ſleep had 1 e 
robbed him of the pleaſure of, he was often going to A“ 
wake her to give himſelf that ſatisfaction; but begin. * 
ning now to uſe Reaſon, ſhe ſeeming to him the molt * 
beautiful Woman that he ever ſaw, he fancied her a In 
Goddeſs, and believed he ought to act more reſpet-M ** 1 
fully, and wait till ſke awaked, Thus from a ſtupid, In 
dull, ignorant Clown , on a ſudden he became : a : 
good Judge of Beauty, and to know that he ought mg 
to pay more Veneration to Divine than Humana fe 
things. Although he was naturally rude and impat i n, 
ent; yet the extraordinary Pleaſures his Eyes pro "wy 
cured him, obliged him to wait patiently. At lai |, 
- Ipbigenia (for that was her name) awaked, and was a 3 
much ſurprized to ſee Chimon in this Poſture, He wa „el 
known by every body on two accounts, his own Beaſtt <a 
ality, and the honourable Character his Father had ak 
As ſoon as this fair Lady ſaw him, ſhe called him dy Glo, 
his name, and asked what drove him thither ; but C6 1 
wor did not anſwer one word. When he ſaw her Eye (z, 1 


open, he looked ſtedfaſtly on them, and found there 


\ 
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in more pleaſure than he ever knew before. She find- 


ing him ſilent, was afraid that his Boarifhneſs might 
prompt him to offer ſome Rudeneſs to her, ſo wakes 
her Women, who preſently got up and went away. 
Then Chimon ſpeaks, and ſays, that he would go along 
with her. The Lady then was very much afraid, and 
begged of him not to go, but ſhe could not hinder 
him. When he left her he went ſtraight home to his 
Father, and told him that he would live in the Couns 
ty no longer. His Father was much diſturbed at it, 
but not knowing what had made him change his mind, 
he let him live as he pleaſed. Soon after Chimon, to 


his great ſurprize, defired that he might wear ſuch 


Cloaths as his other Brothers did, which his Father very 
gladly conſented to. But it became matter of univer- 
{al aſtoniſhment to all who knew him, to ſee him affect 
to keep Gentlemens Company, and behave himſelf like 
2 Perſon of Quality. He not only ſoon acquired thoſe 
Accompliſhments that commonly belong to a Gentle- 
man, but grew a great Proficient in all the Liberal 
Arts and Sciences. His Voice was quite altered, and 
he ſang finely, and played excellently well on ſeveral 
Inſtruments. He was an incomparable Horſeman z 
and behind none for all Exerciſes, both at Sea and Land: 
In ſhort he became the compleateſt Gentleman of his 
time. Twas Iphigenia that wrought theſe Miracles, 
her fair Eyes made an entrance for Love into his 
Heart, that before was inacceſſible to all good Moti- 
ons. Love was no ſooner Maſter of his ſavage Heart, 
but it unveiled thoſe ſublime Vertues that were in- 
Cloſed in it, as in a Cloud or cloſe Priſon, and expoſed 
them to open view. Although Arippus was not very 


well pleaſed with the Paſſion his Son had for Iphigenia, 


yet conſidering that Love, from a Brute, had made 
him a Man, he not only permitted it, but alſo bid him 
follow his own Inclination. Chim, now beginning 
to be weary with ſighing to no purpoſe, often asked 
Chipſeas, Iphigenis's Father, leave to Marry her, but he 
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always excuſed it, ſaying ſhe was Contracted to Pf. 
mundo, a Gentleman of Rhodes. Therefore, when Pa. 
ſimundo ſent for his Miſtreſs, Chimon thought it high 
time to let her underſtand what a great eſteem he had 
for her. And as it was her that made him to become 
a Man, ſo he perſuaded himſelf, that it he could but 
get her, he ſhould be immortalized, and reſolved to do 
it, or periſh in the attempt. He acquainted ſome of 
his Friends with his deſign, and gets a Man of War 
privately fitted out, and ſets out to Sea to wait for 


Ipbigenia, whoſe Ship was attack'd by Chimon the next 


day after ſhe fer Sail. They on Board made all things 
ready to defend themſelves, but Chimon grappelling they 
Ship, leaps on Board, not tarrying till any body fol. 


Jowed him, but with his Sword in his Hand made 2 


great Slaughter. The Rbodian, being daunted at his 
Courage, threw down their Arms, and ſubinitted, 
Cbimon being Conquerour, told them that it was nei- 
ther Intereſt, nor Ill- Will to them, that made him take 
up Arms againſt them, but the Love which he had for 
Tphigenia, and that his only ambition was to be Pol- 
ſeſſour of that Perſon for whom he had ſuch an infi- 
nite eſteem. Her Father (ſays he) has denied her me 
in Marriage, and I am reſolved to obtain her by the 
point of my Sword. I deſign honourably to Marry her, 
and I am ſure I have as juſt Pretenſions to her as Paſs 
mundo, all that I demand of you is to deliver her to 
me. The Rhodians, who were none of the moſt 
Rout Men in the World, preſently delivered her, who 
ſhed Tears in abundance. Chimon endeavoured. what 
he could to pacifie her, and put her aboard his own 
Ship. Being in an extaſie of Joy at his good Succeſs, 
he firſt ſpent ſometime in comforting Ipbigenia, and 
then held a Council, wherein it was reſolved not to 
return ſo foon to Cypras, but to go for Candies, where 
he believed, on the account of the Friends and Rela- 
tions that he had there, he might live ſecurely and plea- 
lantly with his fair Ipbigenia. But Fortune * of 
55 | chings 


them, the Sky was covered all over wich Clouds, and 
there aroſe ſo great a Storm at the beginning of that 
night in which Chimon had promiſed himſelf ſo much 


pleaſure, that the Seamen had much ado to ſtand up- 


on Deck to do their Duty. At this misfortune Chimon 


began to deſpair, and all on Board were in a great 


fear, eſpecially Ipbigenia, who fancied every Wave that 
daſh'd againſt the Ship would prove her Grave. She 


began to curſe Chimon's deſperate Love, and ſaid that 


the Gods had ſent this Tempeſt as a puniſhment for 
his Temerity, The Storm ſtill increaſed, and drove che 


Ship near upon the Iſle of Rhodes, but they not know- 


ing where they were, and believing they were far 
from Shore did all they could to makes to Land. At laſt 
they came into a ſmall Harbour where the Rhodians had 
arrived ſome time before. Day approaching, Chimes 
2nd his Men were very much. ſurprized to ſes them- 
ſelves at Rhodes, and within an Arrows flight of the ve- 
ry Ship, out of which they had taken Tptizenia, Being 


all very much diſpirited at this ſecond misfortune, and 


fearing what would be the event, Ch;mon did all he 
could to get out of a place that was likely to prove fo 
fatal to him: but the wind being directly in his Teeth, 
it was impoſſible for him to do it; but on the contrary, 
2 great Wave drove him upon Shore, where a great 
many People got about him, and ſome of the Men be- 
longing to the Ship from whence they had taken Iphige- 
nia, being aſhore, knew them and ran to the next Vil- 
lige, to tell that Chimon and Tphigenia were both come 
into that Port. Chimon, perceiving this, endeavoured 
to convey his Miſtrels into a Foreſt that was hard by, 


but they were too quick for him, for a great many ot 


them came well armed and ſeiz2d them all, and carried 
them Priſoners to Rhodes. Paſimundo complaining to 
the Senate of the injury that was done him by Chimen, 
they ordered Lyſimachus, who then commanded in 


Chief, to go with a ſtrong Guard, and apprehend 


P 4 him, 


things otherwiſe, for ſoon after the Rhodians had left 
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Rim; and committed him cloſe Priſoner. Thus this 
Poor unfortunate Lover loſt not only his Liberty but 
his Miſtreſs, from whom he had yet received no great- 
er Favours than ſome poor Kiſſes. Paſimundo did all 


he could to have Chimon and his Companions put to 


death; but in regard they had been very civil to thoſe 
that guarded Ipbigenia, they were only condemned to 
perpetual Impriſonment. Whilſt Paſimundo was making 
great preparations for his Wedding, Fortune, who is 
always inconſtant, ſeemed to repent of the Injury ſhe 
had done Chimon, and preſented a very fair opportu- 
nity for his deliverance, Paſimundo had a Brother 
younger than himſelf, but no way inferior to him in 
Merit. His name was Ormiſda, he was in Love with a 
a beautiful young Rhod:an Lady called Caſſandra, with 
whom Ly/imachus was alſo enamoured, and who had 


been hindred from marrying her by divers croſs Acci- 


dents. Paſimundo having a mind to kill two Birds with 
one Stone, and ſave the Charges of two Weddings, 
contrived that he and his Brother ſhould be both mar- 
ried together. This was a very melancholy Story to 
Lyſmac bus, who reſolved to venture all to prevent it. 
After he had thought of all the ways he could, he ap- 
proved none fo well as to carry her away; which he 
could very eaſily do, upon the account of the command 
he had, but thought that this opportunity would very 
much derogate from the glory of that ſucceſs which he 
promiſed h:mſelf. Let he reſolved to Sacrifice this 
{mall nicety tothe Intereſt of his Love. But not think- 
ing himſelf alone ſufficient to undertake fo great an 
enter prize, he pitched upon Chimon, and his Compa- 
nions, who were then Priſoners, as the fitteſt perſons 
to aſſiſt him in his deſign. So he goes to Cbimon the 
night before, and tells him that being under the ſame 
Circumſtances as he was, he beheved he might ſafely 
truſt him with a Secret, in which they both were equally 
intereſted. Paſimundo (lays he) has taken 7 "ge 
from you by force, and his Brother Ormiſds ou! allo 
7 | | depriye 


leprive me of my dear Caſſandra, Theſe two Weddings 
will be conſummated in a very few days, and we have 
no other way left than to take away our Miſtreſſes by 
force of Arms, What pleaſure is there in Life, when 
we have loſt that which is moſt:dear to us? So if you'll 
be ruled by me, we'll run the Riſque, rather than en- 


dure to ſee the injuſtice they are going to offer us. 


Chimow was inſpired with freſh Courage at this fo anex- 
rected Diſcourſe, who immediately told him he might 
ſecurely depend on him, and that he need ſay nothing 
more, but tell what he would have him to do. Ly, - 
nachus tells him the very day when the Marriages were 
to be Celebrated, and that they two ought to go at that 


very time accompanied with ſome other Perſons that 


they could depend on, and take away their Miſtreſſes 
in the ſight of all the Gueſts, and carry them on Board 
2 Ship chat ſhould be ready to ſet fail. The day on 
which they were to put their Deſign in execution being 
come, Chimon and his Aſſociates were ſecretly ſet at 
liberty. Then Lyſimacbus divided his Men into three 
{mall Bodies. One he ordered to guard the Harbour 


that they might not be hindred in their Retreat, the 


ſecond he ſet at Paſimundo's Door, whilſt he, Chimon, 
and the other entred the Houſe, and ſecured the two 
Brides. As foon as ever they got in, they overturned 
all the Tables, ſeized on the Ladies, ſent them imme- 
diately on Ship Board, and ſoon followed themſelves. 
This unexpected Accident was very ſurprizing to all 
preſent, and every one drew his Sword. Lyſimac bus 
and Chimon defended themſelves on each fide, and got 
down Stairs, where Paſimundo was ready to attack them, 
but Cbimon cleft his Head by a ſtroke of his Scimeter, 
and laid him dead on the Floor. Ormiſde running 
to his aſſiſtance, met with che ſame fate. Thus having 
killed or diſabled all thoſe that oppoſed them, they 
retired in good order to their Ship, ſoon imbarked, and 
ſet Sail in the fight of a great many armed Men, who 
made all che haſt they could to Reſcue the two Ladies. 


After 
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After they had paſt ſome very pleaſant days at Sea, they 
arrived at Candia, where their Relations and Friends 
received them very honourably. Each married his 
own Miſtreſs, and every one in general wiſh'd them all 
Happineſs and Proſperity. This buſineſs, for ſometime, 


was the occaſion of ſome Diſturbances between the 


Cyprian and Rhodijens, but at laſt things were very ſuc- 
cesfully and amicably accommodated, and very much 
in favour of Ly/imachus and Chimon, each being recal- 
led into his own Country, where they and their Spou- 
ſes ended their days in moſt pleaſant and chaſt Enjoy: 


%. 


ments. 
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Conſtantia being ins Love with Martuccio Gomito, and 
hearing that he was dead ; in deſpair went on Board a 
* {mall Veſſel all alone, which happened to be driven to 
Suſa. From thence ſhe went to Tunis, where ſhe found 
her Lover alive, in great Reputation with the King. 
He married ber, and they both return to Lipari very 
rich. 
LI. is a ſmall Iſland on the Frontiers of Sicih, 
where formerly lived a very handſome young 
Maiden, calied Conſtantia, of a very good Family; 
who fell in Love wich a young Man of the fame Iſle, 
whoſe name was Martuccio Gomito, who wanted nothing 
to render his Perſon acceptable: but Fortune had uſed 
him as niggardly, as ſhe had been liberal cowards the 


fair one. Martuccio, who had many Reaſons kindly 


to entertain her Love, often asked her Father's leave 
to Marry her, who always refuſed him, only on the ac- 
count of the diſparity of their Fortunes. Being very 
much perplex'd at this Denial, he made a ſnift to pro- 
cure a ſmall Veſſel, reſolving to turn Pirat, and ne- 
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yer to ſee Lipari again, till he was very rich. He failed 


along the Coaſt of Barbary, for ſome conſiderable 


time, ſeizing and plundering all Ships that were not 
able to reſiſt him. He was very cunning and ſucceſs- 
ful, and in a ſhort time grew very rich. But as Cove- 
touſnels is never ſatisfied, and oftentimes we loſe all 
by endeavouring too haſtily to increaſe what we have; 
ſo at laſt he was taken, with all that he had thus unjuſtly 
got, and carried into Tunis, where for a long time he re- 
mained Priſoner under extreme milery. News coming 
to Lipari that Martuccio and all his Crew were loſt% 
Conſtantia, who was very much troubled at his depar- 
ture, now felt an immenſe weight of Grief at this his 
{ad misfortune, and reſolved not long to ſurvive him. 
But having not Courage enough tolay Violent Hands 
on her ſelf, ſhe found out an Expedient, whereby ſhe 
muſt be under abſolute neceſſity of periſhing, which 
was to take a Fiſher- Boat, which ſhe found in the Port, 
with all its Furniture, (becauſe the Fiſhermen were but 
juſt gone out.) In ſhe goes, and as the Women in this 
iſland generally underſtand ſailing, fo ſhe ſets up the 
Sail, and takes the Oars, and ſets forward for the 
Main, When ſhe thought ſhe was got far enough, 
ſhe threw away her Oars and Rudder, and wrapping 
her Head in a Mantle, ſhe lay down in the bottom of 


the Boat, and ſo delivered her ſelf up to the mercy of 


the Winds, thinking that the Boat would either over- 
ſet, or elſe ſplit againſt ſome Rock, hoping, that 
though, when ſhe came to it, ſhe ſhould be very un- 
willing to die, it would be impoſſible for her to avoid 
it. But for all this, her Expectation was fruſtrated, for 
the Sea proving Calm, and what Wind was blowing 
fair for the Coaſt of Barbary; about two days after her 
ſetting out ſhe was driven upon a place which is not 
far diſtant from Saſa. All this while ſhe never lift 
up her Head, and ſo could not tell whether ſhe was on 
Land, or at Sea. It happened chat the Boat run a- 
pi. 'w ground 
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ground juſt as a poor Woman was waſhing ſome Fiſher: 
mens Nets, who being ſurprized to ſee it come in with 
Full Sai}, and no body appear, thought that the Men 


were aſleep, and ſo ſtept into the Boat, where ſhe 
found this young Woman faſt aſleep, in the Poſture we 


ſpoke of before; after ſhe had called her ſeveral times, 
at laſt ſhe waked. This old Woman, by her Habit, 


finding her to be a Chriſtian, asked her in Latin how 
ſhe came thither all alone. The young Maiden hear- 
ing her ſpeak Latin, thought the Wind had brought her 
back to Lipari; fo preſently ſtarting up, looked about 
her, and not knowing where ſhe was, asked the Wo- 
man what Country that was, who informed her ſhe 
was near Suſa in Barbary, Then ſhe took on immode- 
rately, that God would not permit her to die, and bo- 
ing ſurprized with fear to find her ſelf amongſt Bar- 
barian;, with whom her Honour was in danger, ſhe 
fell a weeping bitterly. This honeſt Woman was fo 
touch d with Compaſſion towards her, that ſhe brought 
har home to her Cottage; and when ſhe had given an 
account of her Adventure, ſhe gave her ſome coarſe 

Bread, Fiſh, and Water, being the beſt Chear ſhe had, 
but could ſcarce perſuade her to eat. Then Conſtantia 
asked her in Latin what Country ſhe was of. She told 
her ſhe was of Trepanum, that her name was Carapreſa, 
and that ſhe was Servant to ſome Chriſtians that were 
Fiſhermen. Conftantia was very much revived, when 
ſhe heard her name, and began now not to be ſo de- 
ſirous of death as ſhe was before, though ſhe could 
give no reaſon for it. Then ſhe earneſtly begged 
of the old Woman to have pity on her Youth, and to 
aſſiſt her to eſcape thoſe diſhonours ſhe was afraid 
would be offered her; but never told her name, or 
from whence ſhe came. Carapreſa, who was a very 
good Woman, left her in her Cottage, and went to put 
her Nets up. When ſhe came back, caſting her Mantle 
about her, ſhe brought Conſtantia to a very ä 
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Perſon in Saſa, for whom ſhe often did Service, who 
was a very Charitable and generous Lady, telling her 
that ſhe would give her a very good Character, and 
that this Lady would love her as her own Child, if ſhe 
behaved herſelf well, and did what in her lay todeſerve 
her reſpect. The Lady was ſo ſenſibly affected with 
Conſtantia s misfortunes, that ſhe could not forbear weep» 
ing, when Carapreſa gave an account of them. Then 
kiſling her Forehead, ſhe took her by the Hand, and 
kd her into her Houſe where ſhe lived with other 
Women, who wrought in Silk and Leather, having no 
Man in the Houſe with them. Conſtantia ſoon gem 
very ready to do any thing that was ſet her, which 

ained her the reſpect of her Miſtreſs, and all her 
ellow Servants; and beſides, ſhe very ſoon learned 
their Language. Whilſt this fair young Maiden, whom 
her Father had given over for loft, lived thus at Saſa, 
it happened that one of the greateſt Lords of Granads 

laid Claim to the Soveraingty of Tuns, and raiſed a 
vaſt Army to put himſelf in Poſſeſſion. Martuccio, 
who now perfectly underſtood the Country Language, 
and what great preparations the King of Tuns made 
for his own defence, tells one of his Keepers that if he 
could but ſpeak with the King, he could inform bim 
how he ſhould infallibly defeat all the power of his 


Adverſary. The Keeper told his Maſter, who pre- 
ſently went to the King, who ſent for Martuccio, and 


asked what his Project was. He told his Majeſty, that 
if he did but fend abundance of his own Arrows into 
the Enemies Camp, it would without all doubt gain 


the Victory. Pray how, ſays the King? Your Maje- 
ſty (ſays he) muſt have the Strings of your Bows much 


finer than ordinary, and the Notch in the Head of the 
Arrow, ſo narrow that it will only fir your own 
Strings, yet this muſt be done with the utmoſt Secteſic, 


leſt the Enemy ſhould be provided againſt it. Thus 


when your Enemies have ſhot all their own Arrows 
away 
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Boccaces Novelt. 
away at you, they will be obliged to gather up thoſe 
which your Men have ſhot into their Camp 3 now their 


great Strings will not go into your ſmall Notches, and 
ſo your Arrows will be unſerviceable to them, whereas 


their great Notches will ſerve very well for your fine 
Strings; by this means you will be ſupplied continually 


wich ſtore of Ammunition, and your Enemies have 
none they can make uſe of. This King, who was a 
wiſe Prince, approved very well of his Advice, fol- 
lowed it, beat his Enemies, and gave Martuccio a very 
great Poſt. Then his Fame being ſpread all over the 
Kingdom, Conſtantia underſtood that her dear Mar- 
tuccio, whom ſhe thought had been dead a long time 
ago, was ſtill alive, in perfect Health, and made a 
great Man; ſo ſhe took Courage, and began to have 
ſome reviving hopes. Now Love, that was almoſt ex- 
tin, received freſh Vigour in her Heart. She told 
her generous Patroneſs all the Circumſtances of her 


Life, and deſired her permiſſion to go to Tunu to 


feaſt her Eyes with the fight of him, that her Ears. had 
made her ſo paſſionately deſirous of. She very much 
commended her Conſtancy, and went along with her, 
and brought her to one of her own Relations, which 
entertained them both very honourably. Carapreſa alſo 
went with them, whom they ſent into the City to gain 
ſome information of Martuccio, who brought word, 


that he was in very good Health, and in great Repu- 


tation and Eſteem. Then the old Lady goes to Mar- 
tuccio, andi tells him the moſt agreeable and welcome 
news of his dear Conſtontias being with her; ſaying 
that ſhe had a Servant that was of Lipari, who was ve- 
ry deſirous to ſpeak with him in private. Martuccio 
returned very hearty thanks tor her news, and fol- 
lowed. her immediately. When Conſtantia ſaw him, 
ſhe was ready to die with excels of Joy, and not bein 

able to contain her ſelf, ran and embraced him, an 


could not utter one word, but fell into a flood of 


Tears. 


8 
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Tears. At firſt Martuccio could hardly believe his 
own Eyes, and ſtood ſilent for ſome time, through 
amazement, at laſt fetching a deep Sigh, ſaid, and art 
thou alive my dear Conſtantia, whom l thought to be 
dead? At theſe words he threw himſelt into her Arms. 
They gave each other a particular account of all their 
Adventures, and then Martuccio went to the King, told 
him what had happened, and beg'd Leave to Marry 
Conſtantia after the Chriſtian manner. The King being 
ſurprized at the ſtrangeneſs of this Story, was very de- 
firous to ſee Conſtantia himſelf, who ſoon convinced 
him of the truth of all that had been ſaid ; ſo he gave 
them free leave to Marry as they pleaſed, and made 
them very noble Preſents. Martuccio, allo, nobly ro- 
warded his Miſtreſſes good Patroneſs, and had her con- 
ducted to Saſa very honourably. Not long after they 
got the King's leave to return to Lipari, took Carapreſa 
along. with them, and were received with all the Joy 
and Welcome imaginable, where they ended their days 
in Plenty and Pleaſure, ee. | 
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NOVEL XIII. 


Pietro Boccamazza, running away with his Miffreſs, s 

ſet upon by Thieves, the Lady eſcapes into a Foreſt, and 
at laſt comes to a Caſtle, Pietro & taken by the Thieves, 
but at laſt eſcapes, and luckily comes to the Caſtle where 
bs Miſtreſs had taken Sanctuary. They are married 
aud return to ROME. TH 


"A Young Roman, whoſe name was Pietro Bocca- 
maxza, deſcended of a very illuſtrious Family 


tell in Love with Angelina, the moſt Celebrated Beauty 


in all Rowe: her Facher's Name was Giglivoxzo Saullo, 
a Perſon of mean Extract; vet very much reſpected at 


Rome. This Gentleman being very comeiy, and well 


pro- 
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proportioned, was as much admired by the Lady as ſhe 
was by him, which he perceiving, demands her in 
Marriage. His Relations were very angry with him 
that he ſhould entertain ſuch a thought, and told the 
Lady's Father, that they ſhould take it very ill of him 
if he gave any incouragement to this matter. | 

Pietro being obſtructed on all ſides, was very much 
dejected, and very angry with his own Relations, and 
if he could have prevailed upon Argeline's Father, he 
would have married her in deſpight of them all. He con- 
fidered all the obſtacles that lay in his way, and finding 


nothing to depend upon, but the true Affection his Mi- 


ſtreſs had for him, reſolved to cut the Knot ..e could 
not untie. So he and the Lady agreed on the matter, 
and one morning getting on horſeback, they rode 2. 
way for Alagna, where he had ſome very good 
Friends. When they were about four Leagues from 
Rome, Pietro not being well acquainted with the way, 
went too much towards the left, and going by a ſmall 
Caſtle, out of it came twelve armed Horſemen, and 
ſet upon them. Angelina firſt ſaw them, and cried out 
to her Lover, let us take care of our ſelves, for here are 
Men coming to attack us, upon which ſhe preſently 
got into a Wood that that was hard by. He being (ur- 
prized, and not ſeeing them, they ſeized on him be- 
fore he could ſo much as think which way to fave him- 
ſelf. They asked him who he was, and upon his an- 
ſwer finding that he was their Enemies Friend, they 
diſmounted him, and after they had ſtript him of all 
he had, 'they were going to hang him up in one of the 
Trees, when all on a ſudden five and twenty other 
Horſemen who lay in Ambuſcade, cried our kill them, 
kill them. The Thieves leſt Pietro to defend them- 
ſelves, but ſeeing they were over powered in number, 
ran away, and were vigorouſly purſued by the others 
Boccamazzs made ule of this favourable opportunity, 
put on his Cloaths, mounts his Horſe, and goes into 


the Wood whither his Miſtreſs had fled for ſafety. He 
wandered 
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wandered up and down, ſometimes on one ſide, and 
ſometimes on another, but could find no Angelina; he 


Hollows, and calls her by name, but could hear no 
anſwer. Then the Joy that he before had for eſcaping 


ſo great a Danger, was changed into a deep Sorrow, 


which iſſued in a great quantity of Tears. Not daring 
o go back, he ſtill went on, not knowing whither 
he went, or how Fate would diſpoſe of him. Ther 
he called to mind the Savage Beaſts, with which that 
Foreſt abounded, and was afraid of himſelf, but in 
greater perplexity for his Miſtreſs, whom he expected 
every motnent to find torn co pieces, Wandering a- 
bout all the day, fatigued with Travel, Hunger and 
Grief, at night he tied his Horſe to a great Tree, which 
he got up into, to ſecure himſelf from the wild Beaſts, 
and durſt not Sleep one wink, for fear of falling down; 
but continually bemoaned his misfortune. Angelina, 
whole misfortune was equal to her Lovers, was got fo 
far into the Wood, that ſhe could not find the way 
back, but roved up and don all day long, tormenting 
her ſelf, and complaining of her hard fortune. At 
aſt, leaving her Horſe to go where ne would, ſhe hap- 
pened to fall into a Pach, Which, jhe following, brought 
her to a ſmall Cottage jult at cloſe or day. There the 
found an old Man and his Wife, who wondering to 
ke her ac ſuch a time, asked her why ſhe came thicher. 
At this queſtion ſhe fell a weeping, and telis them that 
ſhe had loſt her Company in the Foie, and asks chem 
how far it was to Alagna. The old Man told her thar 
Was not the way to it, and that it was above {ix Leagues 


off, Then ihe inquired if there were no place there- 


abouts where ſhe might lie that night, but underftand- 
ing that there was none the could reach, before it was 
quite dark, deſired them to permit her to be there with 
them. The old Man ſaid with all my Peart; but 1 
muſt tell you that we are troubled with che Banditti, 
wo he skulking in thele Woods, If it ſhould happen 
nac they ſhould Plander us, while von chat are 
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Young and Handſome are here, they would be very 
rude to you, and it would not be in our power to Pro- 
tect you. I tell you this, becauſe if any miſchief ſkould 
befal you, you ſhould have no reaſon to blame us, 
This Diſcourſe put her into a great Conſternation, byt, 
it being late, ſhe choſe rather to be expoſed to the 
Mercy of Men, than to be devoured by brute Beaſts, 
So ſhe went in to them, ſupped, and Jay with them 
all night in her Cloaths, paſſing the greateſt part of the 
night in deploring her own, and her Lovers misfor- 
tunes. About break of day, hearing the noiſe of a 
great many People travelling, ſhe preſently gets up, 
and runs into a Yard that was behind the Cottage, and 
gets into a Stack of Hay that was there. She was hardly 
got into it, when theſe Perſons broke in at the Door, 
and ſeeing her Horſe bridled and ſaddled, asked where 
they were that owned that Horſe. They told them 
they knew of no body, for they took up the Horſe 2 
ſtray, and ſo ſet him up. Then the chief of the Rogues 
ſaid, in regard the Horſe wants a Maſter, he ſhall be 
mine. The whole Gang of them ran in andranſackd 
every corner of the Houſe. One of them ran his 
Javelin into the Hay where Angelina was hid, which 
came ſo near her left Breaſt, chat ſhe was afraid they 
had wounded her, and was juſt going to cry out. Af 
ter they were gone, ſhe durſt nor appear for ſome 
time, but lying {till concealed, the good old Man asked 
his Wife what was become of her. Angelina, hearing 
this, got out of the Hay, and the old Man told her, 
that it being now day, he would carry her to a Caſtle, 
which was but two Leagues and a half off, where ſhe 
would be ſure to be fate, but that ſhe muſt go thither 
on Foot, becauſe the Banditti had taken away her 
Horſe. The Lady was almoſt raviſhed at this good 
news, and immediately went along with him, and 
came thither between even and Eight in the Morning, 
This Caſtle belonged to a Gentleman of the Family of 
the Orfini, Th. Lady, who was a very devout Perſon, 
LY happened 


NOVA .,. mn 


happened to be at home, who knew Angelina as ſoon as 


ever ſhe ſaw her, and received her very Courteouſly. 


After ſhe had given her an account of her unfortunate 
Adventure, the good Lady was very much concerned 
for Pietro, he being one of her Husbands particular 
Friends. When ſhe underſtood where it was that he 
was ſet upon, ſhe concluded that he was Murdered, 
and told Angelina that ſhe would have her tarry there 
with them, till they had an opportunity of Con- 
ducting her ſafely to Rome, 

But to return to Pietro in the Tree, where we left 
him, bemoaning his misfortunes. He was thinking, 
when day light came, he might get out of the Wood 


by the help of his Horſe, if it happened to eſcape the 


Teeth of the wild Beaſts. But his Expectations were 
ſoon at an end, for he preſently ſaw his Horſe encom- 
paſſed by above twenty Wolves together. The poor 
Beaſt hearing the noiſe of their approach, broke his 
Bridle, and ſtood upon his Defence. For ſome time 
his Feet and his Teeth preſerved him, but at laſt they 
were too hard for him, got him down, and devoured 
him to the very Bones. About break of day, he be- 
gan to be very cold, and ſeeing a Fire, which he ſup- 
poſed to be about a League and a half off; when 
it began to be a little light he got down out of the 
Tree, and went thither, being alarmed all the way he 
went, by fear of undergoing his Horſes Fate. There 
were Shepherds there a merry-making, who took pity 
on him. He warmed himſelf, and they made him cat, 
then he told them of his misfortune, and asked if there 
were no place thereabout that he might retire to for 
ſafety. They told him there was a Caltle but a League 
and a half off. He begs of one of them to be ſo kind 
to go along with him thither, which he readily did. As 
he was going thither, he chanced to meet with a Man 
that he knew, whom he treated with about finding out 
Angelina, but the Lady of the Caſtle ſeeing him, cal- 
led him, and ſhew'd her to him out of her Window. 
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228 Boccace's Novels. 
What Raptures of Joy do you think he was in at the 
ſight of his Miſtreſs? And Angelina was no leſs raviſhed : 
to ſee her Lover. The Lady, who already had an ac- 
count of his Adventure, very modeſtly reprimanded 
him for offering to Marry without his Relations conſent, 
but ſeeing him reſolute, and alſo conſidering the extra- I. 
ordinary Beauty of fair Angelina, and the conſtant and 
firm Love ſhe had for him, ſaid, what do I concern my 
ſelf for? They both equally Love and Reſpect each 
other. They are both equally my Husband's Friends, 
and their Deſign is honourable. Beſides, methinks, 
Providence ſeems to approve of this Marriage, having 
preſerved ons from being hanged, and the other from 
being kill'd with the Javelin, and both from being a 
Prey to the wild Beaſts. What then makes me withſtand 
the will of Providence? This ſhore Reflection preſently 
changed her Opinion, and ſhe told them, in regard 
I ſee that you are reſolved to Marry each other, I 
will be fo far from hindering you, that I deſign to have 
your Wedding kept here at my Husbands Charge, and 
then I will uſe all my Intereſt to reconcile you to your 
Relations. The two Lovers were in an Extaſie of Joy 
at this pleaſant alteration in her. The Wedding was as 
ſplendid as could be in ſo folitary a place. Some days 
after the Lady went with them to Rome, where ſhe 
ſound Pietro's Relations very much enraged, but ſhe 
ſoon managed matters ſo Prudently, that they were 
all very well reconciled. All parties ſeemed fatisfted, 
and the married perſons lived together in all the Enjoy- 
ments of Loye and Pleaſure. 
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NOVEL XLIIL 


Lizio da Valbona fad Ricciardo Manardi Hing with 
his Daughter, and makes bim Marry ber. 


T Izio da Valbona, a Gentleman of Rowania, aſter 

being macried ſome years, had a Daughter by his 
Wite Giacomina, who growing in Beauty as ſhe grew 
in years, was at laſt the moſt Charming Lady in the 
whole Country, She being their only Child, her Fa- 
ther and Mother loved her moſt intirely, and look'd 
very carefully after her, in hopes to Marry her very 
advantagiouſly, A young Gentleman, whoſe name 
was Ricciardo , of the Family of the Manardi of 
Brettinoro, went often to ſee Liz's, and was as kindly 
received by him, and his Wife, as if he had been 
their own Son. One day Ricciardo, ſeeing this fair 
Lady, who now was juſt marriageable, fell deſperately 
in love with her, yet did all he could to conceal it. 
But Ladies have a very quick penetration in theſe mat- 


ters, and the, to her Satisfaction, ſoon obſerved the 


Conqueſt her Beauty had made, and for her own part 
was not inſenſible of the Merit of the Gentleman. He 
attempted ſeveral times to diſcover his Paſſion to her, 


bit the fear he had of diſpleaſing her, hindered him, 


At laſt, reſolving to make his Love known better than 
his Eyes could declare it, he ſpoke to her, and was 
pleatingly ſurprized co find his Paſſion to meet with a 
reciprocal one in her. After he had (aid a thouſand 
very tender and endearing things, being encouraged 
by ſo promiſing a beginning, he concluded, that, in 
regard they were both of a mind, it would not be 
very difficult to find out means to enjoy the Fruits 
of their Love. The Lady told him that ſhe was io 
ſttictly watched that it was 9 for chem to be 
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in private for any time together; but if he could find 
ont any Expedient, ſhe would conſent to whatſoever he 
did propoſe for her to do, that would not reflect upon Ml the 
her Honour. After Ricciardo had conſidered a while, 
he told her that if ſhe could but get to lie in the Gal- 
lery that was next the Garden, he would engage to 
3 climb up to her. She told him, that if he were ſure he 
$8 could climb up, ſhe would engage to have leave to lie 
Ft there. The next day the young Lady complained to 
her Mother that the extraordinary heat had hindered 
her from ſleeping all the laſt night. Sure you jeſt, Child, 
(lays her Mother) to talk at this rate, the Weather is 
very moderate. But Mother, ſays ſhe, young Folks 
are more ſenſible of heat than old? That's very true, 
replies the Mother, but can I order heat and cold as l 
pleaſe? We muſt be content with the Seaſons as they 
come, perhaps it will be cooler next night, and then 
you'll reſt better. I hope ſo, ſays the Daughter, but it 
is not very uſual for the nights to grow cooler, as the 
heat of Summer increaſes. What would you have me 
do for you then, ſays the Mother. That you and 
my Father will pleaſe to let me have a Bed ſet up in 
Fi the Garden Gallery. That is a fine airy place, and 
Ws - I ſhall have the pleaſure of hearing the Nightingale 
+ ſing, it is infinicely better than our Chamber. Her 
Mother promiſed her to ſpeak to her Father that 
evening. Lizio, who as old and peeviſh, told her; 
does your Daughter want the Nightingale to ſing her 
to ſleep ? Ll make her ſleep at the ſinging of Gral. 
hoppers. 

The young Lady, hearing this anſwer, would not 
ſleep all the night following, but it was rather Vexation 
than Heat that hindered her, nor would ſhe let her Mo- 
ther cloſe her Eyes, but kept her awake all night long, 

by continually complaining of the Heat. As ſoon as 
the old Woman got up, ſhe went to her Husband and 
ſaid, have you no natural reſpe& for your poor Gul? 
What matter is it where ſhe lies? She could not reſt * 


it ſo great a wonder for. a Child to be pleaſed with 
the Nightingales ſinging ? The old Man very ſurlily 
{aid, don't trouble my Head about your Nightingales, 
let her lie where you will. So ſhe ſet her up a Bed in 
the Gallery, and promiſed that ſhe ſhould lie there the 
next night. Then ſhe gave Ricciardo notice by a private 
ſgu agreed on betwixt them. When this young Lady 
was gotie to Bed, old Lizio locks the Gallery Door, 
and goes to Bed himſelf. Ricciardo, believing they were 
all faſt aſleep, got upon the Wall by a Ladder, and 
fom that Wall, with a great deal of difficulty and 
danger, got to another, and ſo at laſt to the Gallery, 
where the fair one was ready to receiye him with all 
the joy imaginable, "They ſpent the night very agree- 
ably, and made the Nightingale ſing ſeveral times. But 
the night being ſhort, and Lovers great improvers of 
time, they ſlept both together till morning, either out 
of heat or wearineſs; they were both naked upon the 
Bed, the Lady wich her right Arm embracing her Lover, 
and with her left holding that which is never called by its 
proper term to Ladies. Lizio being up, and remembring 
that his Daughter Catherina lay chat night in the Gal- 
lery, opens the Door very ſoftly, and goes to ſee whi- 
ther the Nightingale had ſung her to i]zep, ſo opening 


the Curtains, and ſeeing the Lovers in this poſture, 


he goes to his Wife, and tells her, your Daughter had 
a very great mind for a Nightingale, and ſhe has caught 
one, come and fee how faſt ſhe holds it. So he leads 
her into the Gallery, and ſhews her her Daughter hold- 
ing the Nightingale, that ſne had ſo great a mind to hear 
fing. Madam Giacomina, who did not ſuſpect any ſuch 
thing from Ricciardo, was going to make a noiſe, and 
upbraid hir. with the Fact he had committed, but 
her Husband prevented her, ſaying, have a care what 
you do, you ſee our Daughter Loves him, and ſhe ſhall 
have him, he is a Gentleman, Rich, and has very 
| ES Q 4 good 
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Al this night for the Heat. She is but a Child ſtill, and 
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good Relations, and he ſhall not get eaſily off this 
buſineſs, it he does not Marry her; then Catherina may 
put her Nightingale in the right Cage. The Mother 
began to be a little pacified by what her Husband ſaid, 
and the rather becauſe ſhe found her Daughter had a 
good night, and had ſlept very ſound, and caught the 
Nightingale. At laſt Ricciardo, waking, ſound itbroad 
day, was very much ſurprized, and told his 'Miſtreſs, we 
are undone, the light will diſcover us. Liziohe#d him, 
and drawing the Curcains all en a ſudden, ſays, we 
ſhall do well enough. Then Rieciardo thought himſelf 
undone indeed, and cried out often, that he would for. 
give him and ſpare his life, ſaying; Sir, I acknowledge 
that I have offended you, and deſerve to feel the utmoſt 
ſeverity of your Reſentment. Truly, ſays Lizio, I 
Have not deſerved this treatment at your Hands, I 
loved you, and did confide in you, and you have made 
me a very ungrateful return. But in regard it was 
the heat of Youth that made you commit this Fault, it 
is in your power to ſave your own Life, and repair my 
Honour. If you do not Marry my Daughter preſently, 
prepare your felt for another world. At theſe words 
the young Lady waked, let go the Nightingale, and 
fell a crying for ſhame, begging her Father to ſpare 
Ricciardo, and entreating Ricciardo to do what her Fa- 
ther required. The confuſion he was in for what he 


had done, the deſire he had to make Reparation, the 


fear of death, but above all the love he had for his Mi- 
ſtreis, loon determined him what to do, and he preſently 


anſwered that he was very willing to Marry her. Then 


Lixio takes a Ring off his Wife's Finger, and Ricciards 
Eſpouſes Catberina. Then the Father and Mother bath 
retire, and leave the two Lovers to Repoſe themſelves, 
judging they had occaſion for it. They were not long 
together before they did that married, that they had 
done before when they were Loveis, but I am not apt 


to imagine with the ſame paſſionate Deſire. Some days 


alter the Marriage was celebrated publickly, T - Re- 
Fn oo ____— 
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lutions on both ſides being invited, and all performed 
with extraordinary Magnificence, and the Gueſt were 


not better pleaſed with their Entertainment, than the 
Bride and Bridegroom with their Marriage. 


66 * nds * WS 


NOVEL XII V. 


Guidotto da Cremona, dying, left one Daughter, who 
was beloved both by Giovanni di Severino, and Min- 
ghino di Mingole; by the two Rivals fighting, the 
Lady was found to be Giovanni's Siſter, and ſo was 
married to Minghino. | 


Uidotto da Cremona, and Giacomino da Pavia, both 
Natives of Lombardy, being grown old, and 
worn-out with the Fatigues of War, having born Arms 
from their Youth, retired to Fano, there to end their 
days in Eaſe and Repoſe. Theſe two Perſons grew 
acquainted in the Service, and contracted an intimate 
Familiarity and Friendſhip cogether. Gaidotto dying, and 
having neither Relation or Friend, in whom he could 
repoſe more Confidence than in Giacomino, left him 
ſole Executor of all his Eſtate, and the Guardianſhip 
of his young Girl, then about ten years old. The 
troubles in Faenxa being over, every one had liberty to 
return thither. Amongſt others, Giacommo having for- 
merly lived there, was one, who finding it a very agree- 
able place to dwell in, tranſports all his Effects thither, 
and carried Guidotto's little Girl along with him, whom 
he loved as dearly as if ſhe had been his own. As ſhe 
grew in Age, ſo ſhe did in Beauty, and was eſteemed 
the moſt accompliſhed Lady in all thoſe parts; being 
endowed with {o many excellent Qualifications, I leave 
you to determine whether ſhe wanted humble Servants, 
Amongſt many others, two young, handſome, well- 


bred Gentlemen, had a very great kindneſs for her, 


Ones 
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ones name was Giovanni de Severino, and the other; 
Ming bino di Mingole. Theſe two young Men, who for- 
merly had been moſt intimate Friends, grew the moſt 
irreconcilable Enemies, as ſoon as they knew they were 
Rivals. Each of theſe courted this Lady for a Wife, 
before ſhe was full fifteen, but finding their honourable 
Pretenſions were inſucceſsful; they both ſet their Brains 
on work how to carry her away by force. Giacomin 
kept an old Servant Maid, and a Valet called Grivell:, 
Giovanni gets acquainted with this Valet, makes him a 
Confident of his Amour, promiſing great Rewards if 
he would aſſiſt him in it. Grivello told him he could 
do him no great ſervice in the matter, for whenever he 
ſpoke to the Lady in his favour, ſhe would not hear 

im; and all that he could do for him, was to intro- 
duce him into her Company, when his Maſter was a. 
broad. Giovanni told him he deſired no more of him. 
Ming bins got the Servant Maid into his Intereſt, by 
whom he had ſent ſo many Meſlages, that the fair 
Laay ſeemed already to have determined in favour of 
him. Things being thus to be managed, Grivello ac- 
quaints Gisvanni that his Maſter was invited one night 
to Sup with one of his Friends, and that if he came 
and made ſuch a ſign, he ſhould find the Door open, 
The Servant Maid, knowing nothing of Grivellos In- 
triegue, acquaints Minghino alſo, that her Maſter was 
gone abroad, with inſtructions to be at the Door, ready 
to come in when ſhe had made a ſign that ſhe told him 
of. Night being come, each of them provided them- 
ſelves with Friends and Arms, for fear of a ſurprize, 
and to poſſeſs themſelves of the beſt Poſt they could, 
Giacomino being gone out, Grivells and the Maid ſtrove 
how to get each other out of the way. Grivello would 
have her go to Bed, and ſhe would have him go to 
wait on his Maſter ; buteach of them having their par- 
ticular deſign, fo neither of them would itir. Gri- 
vello being tired with theſe debates, made his Signal, 


and went and opened the Door. Giovanni, and * 
| | 0 
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of his Friends preſently ruſhed in, and finding the 
young Lady in the Hall, were going to carry her off. 
The Lady could make no reſiſtance, but skreamed out, 
and fo did the Servant Maid. Minghino, and his Com- 
panions, hearing the noiſe, ran 1n, and finding they 
were about to run away with his Miſtreſs, he drew his 
word. Whilſt both Parties were engaged, the Neigh- 
boars came in with Arms and Lights, ander derſtand- 


ing what Giovanni had done, they took Ming binos part, 


delivered the Lady, and ſecured her in Giacomino's 
Houſe. Before the Tumult was over, the Captain of 
the Guard came and ſeized on ſeveral of them, and a- 
niongſt others, on Giovanni and Grivello. When Gia- 
mino came home, and heard what had happened, he 
was very angry; but finding that the young Lady was 
not in the leaſt to blame, he was ſomewhat appeaſed, 


and reſolved to Marry her ſpeedily, to prevent all ſuch 


matters for the future. The Friends of both Parties 
underſtanding how things had been carried, and fear- 
ing that Giacomino would proſecute them very rigorouſly, 
went to him, and deſired him that he would be pleaſed 
to conſider it was but a frollick of Youth, and that they 
came to offer him what Satisfaction he deſired. Gie- 
comino, who was a Man of ſound Sence and great Ex- 
perience in the World, anſwered civility with civility, 
and told them they ſhould do as they thought fit them- 
ſelves, and that he had no more intereſt in the matcer 
than they. They have, ſays he, aſſaulted a young 
Maiden of this City, for | muſt tell you that ſhe is ne1- 
ther of Cremona nor Pavis, as you imagine, but of Fa- 
28, and that neither he that delivered her in charge to 


me, nor I my ſelf, ever could tell who was her true Fa- 


ther. They were ſurprized to hear that ſhe was born 
at Faenza, and after they had returned Giacomino thanks 
for his great civilities, they deſired him to inform them 


how ſhe came into his Hands. Guidotto da Cremona, 


lays he, with whom I ſerved a long time in the Wars, 
was my intimate Friend. When this City was — 
| an 
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and plundered, he ſerved under the Emperour Fredr 
rick, and being one that ſtrove for Booty as well x 
others, he went into a Houſe which he found richly 
furniſhed, but no body in it; as he went out he ſaw 
this Child under one of the Stairs, which was then not 
above two years old. As {con as ever the poor Wretch 
ſaw him, ſhe called him Father, which moved fo much 
compaſſion in him, that he carried her to Fano, where 
he dying ſome years after, left me her Guardian, and 


Executor to all his Eſtate, making me promiſe to Marry ane 

her when it was convenient, and to give her all that MI tm 

he had left in the World. There happened then to be Ml kt 

_ preſent one Guiglielmo da Medicina, who was with CA- Ch 
dotto da Cremona, at the taking of Faenza, and knew Ml foi 

that it was one Bernardino's Houſe that Gaidotto had mo 

plundered. Pray Bernardino, lays he, mind what he Ml 20 

ſays. Iam as much amazed at it as you, replies Bernar. MW wh 

dino, (who was there preſent) for I remember, at chat Ml anc 

time, I loſt a Daughter about the ſame Age as Gia- MW Br 

comino ſpeaks of, This is undoubtedly yours, ſays Guiz- ma 
lielmo. I had often a mind to talk with Guidotto da Cre. MI obi 

mona about this matter; but by the deſcription he gave gh 

0 


of the Houſe that he plundered, I am fully perſuaded 
it was yours, and if fo, chere is no queſtion to be made, MI anc 


but that it was your Daughter that he carried away. MW oth 


But is there no mark that you can remember to know 
her by? Upon this Bernardino remembred that hs 
Daughter had a ſmall croſs occaſioned. by a Wolf that 
had bit her, a little time before the taking of Facnzs 
Then he deſired Giacomino to let him fee her, which 
was readily granted. As ſoon as ever he ſaw her, he 
thought he had ſeen the Face of his own Wife, ihe re- 
ſembled her ſo much. But to make the matter more 
apparent, he defired Giacomino that he would permit 
him to look near her left ear. Giacomino having granted 
it, the Lady was very angry to be ſo narrowly inſpected, 
but there he found the croſs. Being fully convinced by 
this mark, that it was really his own Daughter, he wept 

| out 
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out of tenderneſs, and would embrace her, notwith- 
ſtanding the reſiſtance ſhe made. Then turning to 
Giacomino, he ſaid, ſhe is my Daughter indeed, it 
| was my Houſe that Guidetio da Cremona plundered. Her 
Mother was ſo ſurprized, and alarmed, that ſhe forgot 
her, and we verily believed, to this day, that ſhe had 
pzriſhed in the Flames, for they ſet the Houſe on fire, 
aſter they had plundered it. Ihe young Lady ſeeing a 
Venerable old Gentleman talk in a fort of a mournful 


true, and as ſhe was going to embrace him her ſelf, ſhe 
let fall a flood of Tears. Bernardino ſent for his Wife, 
4i- Children, and Relations, to ſee the Daughter he had 
-y MW foftrangely found. After a thouſand careſſes and de- 
ad MW monſtrations of Joy, Giacomino was content to let her 
he go home along with them. The Captain of the City, 
ir- who was a very brave Man, underſtanding the matter, 
at and finding that Giovarni, one of the Priſoners, was 
4 · Bernardino's Son, and the young Lady's own Brother, 
z. made up the whole buſineſs, he reconciled the Rivals, 
e. obliged Bernardino to Marry bis Daughter to Min- 
ve gbino, which was done with the univerſal approbation 
d MW of their Relations. All the Prifonzrs were diſcharged, 
e, and the married Pei ſons continued very loving to each 
y. other all the days of their Life. | 


| The end of the Firſt Tome. 


and paſſionate way, began to think what he ſaid was 


